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PERIOD  THE  FIRST. 


THE  REGENCY. 


WOMAN  IN  FRANCE, 

DUEING  THE  EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY. 


INTRODUCTORY  CHAPTER. 

PRELIMINABT   EEMAEKB  — STATE  OF   FEEKCH  SOCIETY  AT  THE 
CLOSE  OF   LOUIS   THE  FOURTEENTH'S   EEIGN. 

In  times  still  recent,  in  a  nation  celebrated  for  its  power  and 
greatness,  and  in  an  age  which  gave  to  thought  a  vast  and 
magnificent,  even  though  perilous,  development,  a  series  of  most 
remarkable  women  exercised  a  power  so  extensive,  and  yet  so 
complete,  as  to  be  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  their  sex. 

They  ruled  society,  as  women  of  the  world  ;  the  empire  of 
letters,  as  patronesses  of  the  fine  arts ;  the  state,  as  favourites 
and  advisers  of  kings.  They  gave  the  tone  to  feeling,  philo- 
sophy, and  thought.  Their  caprice  made  wars,  and  signed 
treaties  of  peace.  They  hastened  the  fall  of  a  Monarchy,  and 
the  outbreak  of  the  greatest  Revolution  of  modern  times. 
They  could  attempt  to  check  or  direct  that  Revolution  in  its 
rapid  and  fearful  course  ;  they  shared  to  the  fullest  extent  its 
errors,  its  crimes,  and  its  heroic  virtues.  They  suffered  from 
its  proscriptions  like  men,  because  like  men  they  had  striven  ; 
and  when  their  failing  power  seemed  at  its  last  ebb,  it  was 
still  a  woman  who  overthrew  Robespierre,  a  woman  who 
raised  a  solitary  voice  against  the  despotism  of  Napoleon. 

TbJs  power  waa  not  always  pure  or  good ;  it  •was  oitttv 
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cnrrapt  in  its  sonrce,  evil  tmd  fntnl  in  its  resnite  ;  bat  it 
power.     Though  the  historians  of  the  period  have  nev?r  fn 
or  willingly  ttcknowledged  its  existence,  their  silence  cam 
offa<'-e  that  which  has  been ;  and  withoot  tknt  rule  of  wa 
80  reluctantly  recognised,  many  of  their  pages  of  stab 
policy,  coort  intrigue,  civil  strife,  or  fureign  war,  need 
httve  been  writtea     To  tlus  remarkable  fcatnre  of  looda 
hurtory,  to  the  imalysis  of  the  power  of  Woman  in 
daring  the  Eighteenth  Ceataiy,  the  present  work  is  de 

We  ahnll  tnce  the  progress  of  direct  fetniJe  influenc«^l 
the  aged  and  severe  MMiUune  de  Maintenon  deeertiog 
dtathbed  of  Louis  XIV.  to  the  lorcly  mid  hapless  Ma 
AntoiBette  ascending  the  »cu.tTo!d  of  the  Revulattoo. 
•hsU  mark  Woman's  social  rule  extending  from  princ«aws  i 
fiiToaritcs,  like  Mndamc  da  Maine  and  Madame  de  Pompado 
to  literary  and  noUfi  ladJes  like  the  nun  Tencin,  Madame  i 
(.'batelct,  the  mistrwis  of  Voltaire,  and  Mfidame  do  Defl 
the  friend  of  Wjjpole.     From  these,  again,  vre  shall  see 
descending  to  the  heroines  of  the  Bourgeoisie  and  the  H«v 
tloti,  Madame  Rolatid  and  lilodame  Tallien. 

It  WB«  chiefly  in  the  eighteenth  century  that  women  ei 
cited,  to  its  fullest  extent,  the  great  and  retn^kable  inflaec 
they  always  possessed  in  France.      They  were  allowed 
poBticiiI  righta,  bat  society  gave  them  the  power  denied 
law.      That  power  was  paramount  in  the  serenteenth 
eighteenth  centuries.     It  bad  far  more  reality  and  tmtb 
the  idolatrous  homage  they  received  during  tlic  Middle  , 
Woinaii  wa.*  then  a  being  to  be"  ide&liaed  and  illustnUed 
fervent  strains  and  chivalrous  deeds ;  but  neither  Paladin  ' 
Troubadour  submitted  in  reality  to  her  abstract  sway.    We 
hM  seldom  less  true  power  than  when  the  admiration 
love  of  man  are  granted  merely  to  her  beauty  and  dcfenoele 
state.      Such  as  it  was,   this  influence  tended,  however, 
modify  the  national  character ;   to  which  it  imparted 
cluvalrons  gallantry  and  elegance,  nnt  nmnixed  with  friv 
ooiQiess,  by  which  it  was  long  dlstinguisbetL 

The  progress  of  dvilisation,  which  nuaed  the  moral 
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niaw«»,w»  fiud  her  cveiyw hero  entering  «ctjv«ly  inu>  the 

ii.irktAd  Uib  Cfloetitli 
was  ificrcusi;i|    iii 
17  the   three  (^eens-llegait,   Callicriue   of   Medici, 
•.  \ut  BJecc,  and  Anua  of  Aadtria.     Woman  uow  ostousibly 
Uio  lead  in  every  intriguo.      The  wur*  of  tlio  Frondt, 
1  uu  i.mc  i  tru  the   other  the 

;  '    do    Moi-  _  or    the    Lc.tutiful 

of    LonguevUli:,    wlit>    tctule  loolii   of   CUind£   tt&d 
n^   cffoctuftlly    tli8tr»ct*il    the    kingdom  during    the 
ity  of    l>iuis   XIV.      When   jifjicc   had  suuccedi'd   1t> 
Rinblcd  tiuics,  the  «k'brat*d  soirees   of    the    U«itt'l 
ilet,   preaitied   iiver   by   the   fair  JiUie  d'iViigunTies, 
illc  de  Scndt^rt,  Mitdaiim  de  Sfrigu^,  and  Madnnw 
gave  a  new  iuii>uUc  to  the  literature  »if  the 
'  «tiU,  the  witty  atid  uccompIiAhtMl,  though  )irafli- 
,  MatLimu  du  Mootespan,  and  her  iitdiinntiiig  siicces«crr, 
I  de  Mniiitciuni,  uiii  almost  be  siiid  tu  hjxvti  goveni«d 
(nodtr  the  name  uf  the  Gmud  )lonarqii<i. 
Bi'  .  inijKjrtiiiit,  that,  for  the  grcatcatj 

oil    _  -I    XIV.    completely  ru!<d    Freneli 

Hu  tastes  for  magnificence  uid  war  were  the  t&»te» 
Tliey  gave  to  his  gifvenimeut  new  power  Bfld.l 
; ;  jt6  that  he  could  cxclaiiu,  with  equal  juiJe  audi 
^L'£tat  c'c*t  raoL"     This  despotic  sway  preimreil,  by 
ir,  tltc  future  grcatncwi  of  Fraucu ,  but  it  t.vtiugtilishtsd 
9,  by  reuderiiiy  tlie  country  Huburduiato  tn  the  »ovo- 
r  iinil  glory.     Eath  change  uf  the  mou- 
•  a.'JiJi.'ct  of  hiscoiirt ;  and,  if  he  governed 
DcN,  YenaiilM  (governed  France.     It  was,  therefore,  only 
Louis  luiai>clf  that  wamcii  cindd  rule.     The  influence 
%rab  jK-TBonid,  like  their  lover's  govemuiont. 
tliese  liigidy-bom  and  utrotnplislied,  though 
niiiu  Indie*,  inij/re^iaed  their  own  cliaistcltt  wA 
^t  M  Uie  tianv  ia  which  they  lived.    In  order  Vi  \i\oAn 
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Maflcmoiselle  do  1.%  ValliJrc,  the  chivalrous  amuscmstit* 
tlie  Miildlo  Agei  were  resumed  at  court;  satire  and  intiig 
pro«pcred  under  Madame  da  MoDt«e{:ian ;  asceticism  and  i 
deTr)tion  marked  the  sway  of  Madame  de  Maintenon. 

The  opening  of  the  eighteenth  century,  which  gaye  md 
force  and  freedom  to  woman's  po'n-er,  also  beheld  the  close  ( 
Lo\m  XrV.'a  reign.     Tliat  long  and  imperious  away,  wl 
iukd  united  all  the  magnificcneo  and  gloriea  of  art  to  the  ma 
absolute  de.ipotism,  'was  pa&sing  away  in  iwdnfag  Mtd 
terity.     The  couriers,  who  formerly  brought  tidings  of 
toty  won,  now  told  of  heavy  reverses  and  lost  bnttlea. 
tintioQ.  drained  of  itti  resources  to  satisfy  oue  niau'n  :uubiti 
and  pride,  wiia  evidently  on  the  brink  "f  baukrupfry. 
ay  and  royal  revels  of  the  court  had  vaiiinhcd,  befi>re  ' 
^fasts,  nnd  ]>eniTontial  gloom.     More  than  nionaatic  silence  : 
fiucluaton  abrouded  the  splendours  of  Versaillea.     Tlic!  km^  I 
louijer  lixtencd  to  the  stately  tragedies  of  Ilaeiivf,  or  to  the  | 
cumcdie.'!  of  JluUrre,  surroimded  by  a  host  of  )ie;iutiful  won 
and  ctmrtly  nobles.     Apart,  in  a  gloomy  and  retired  chaml 
'       xt.  between  his  c^mfeasur  and  the  withered  Madiunej 

jienon,  ii  feeble,  quentlous,  but  atill  despotic,  old 
wild  vuiuly  sougbt  Ui  iiu[uirt  his  own  mekuchuly  ascoti 
to  France. 

The  court  and  natitm  rebelled  against  the  j»ower  to  wli 
t/ioy  hud  wibmitted  so  long.     Luais  XIV,  saw,  with  ind 
tjiin  aiid  di^m/iy,  that  his  iiitlaeace  was  no  longer 
le>'Ji;et] ;  that,  though  he  bad  grown  [leoiteut  and  devout, 
wcirid  xtill  remnined  unconverted,  and  chose  to  indnt^  { 
th'iae  fdllies  of  youth  over  which  he  now  wounied  in  his  ( 
Agt;      I'tcp  homage  surrounded  him  still :  but  where  vaa  i 
reality  of  that  h<image  I     An  irrepressible  longing  for  a  i 
and  yuunger  reigu  was  abroad.     This  spirit  of  inuovatioa 
t«liiiH8  to  tlic  old  monarch  ;  not  only  because  it  antidp 
his  death,  but,  still  more,  because  it  threatened  to  destroy  ( 
lab<:iurs  of  his  whole  existence.     He  knew  that  the  prioc 
the  Wood  only  waited  his  decease  in  order  to  assert  their  I 
rvstrnJnfJ  freedom.     Ills  grandsotx,  tiie  l)\&ii  ol 
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tiie  hor  of  bis  ftlMolato  power — a  grave,  leligjons  prince,  pnpil 
of  FfoOon — spoke  of  <he  rights  of  the  people,  and  of  the 
dolus  of  monardm  The  dnchesi^  his  irif  e,  a  gay  and  giace- 
fiil  princess,  hinted  that  the  pleasures  of  the  new  court  would 
oompenBate  for  the  ^oom  of  the  old  onei  The  young  Duke 
of  Oiiie$aa,  the  future  Begent  of  France,  condemned  to  inao- 
tinty  thronj^  the  jealonsy  of  his  uncle,  avenged  himiwilf  by 
hnving  his  power.  Qathering  around  him  a  circle  of  licen- 
tious nobles,  he  carried  on  with  them  the  grossest  orgies,  in 
which  the  names  of  the  monarch  and  Madame  de  Maintenon 
were  uttered  with  sarcasm  and  scorn.  The  Prince  and  Prin- 
cess of  Conti.  affected  to  treat 'with  funiliar  freedom  the 
mthon  vbom  their  independence  of  thought  and  speech  ren- 
dered obnoxious  to  the  long.  Defying  the  prejudice  against 
authorship,  the  princess  took  the  character  of  a  literary 
woman.*  Her  sister,  iladame  du  Maine,  wife  of  the  sove- 
reign's eldest  legitimised  son,  shunned  the  gloomy  court  ot 
her  father-in-law.  She  made  her  delightful  residence  at 
Sceanz  the  resort  of  the  wits  of  the  day.  A  constant  inter- 
change of  epigrams,  madrigals,  and  poetical  epistles,  was 
carried  on  between  the  guests  and  their  princely  hostess,  who 
daily  acted  the  comedies  of  Molidre  and  the  tragedies  of 
Badne  with  Baron  the  actor;  thus  violating  the  strict  eti- 
quette introduced  by  Lonis  XIY.  as  the  safeguard  of  royalty. 
The  monarch  vainly  sought  to  check  this  spirit  of  weariness 
and  ennui  at  his  protracted  reign.  It  pervaded  even  his  own 
family  circle.  The  eldest  IMncess  of  Conti,  his  daughter  by 
Mademoiselle  de  la  YalliSrc,  ridiculed  him  and  Madame  de 
Maintenon  in  her  private  letters.  Her  sister,  Mademoiselle 
de  Nantes,  Duchess  of  Bourbon,  and  celebrated,  like  her 
mother,  Madame  de  Montcspan,  for  her  beauty  and  satirical 
wit,  lamented,  in  petulant  effusions,  the  fate  of  youth  and 
beauty  compelled  to  reside  among  the  old  pedants  of  an  anti- 
quated court  With  more  candour  than  charity  she  ex- 
claimed : — 

♦  Sbe  traatbted  into  French  Pope's  "  Eape  of  lUe  'LocV.'' 
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"All!  ')  ' -cxrarotUdaiiMl 

On  i<  <  >nu  ni  il'aiuaaT  oi  iTknuiu ; 

Qii'uDo  i>i  ill!  <"•»<•  «-«t  milhennruH 
V't  pklUKT  DC"  pliin  JNunto  uul 
Quts  c'lMt  ittie  c}ios&  etiQUvenNe 
D«  DO  vtiir  ijtie  U«  vjetii  i^lvIuhU  !  ** 

Such  epigrams  and  ffOe/j  then  ergoyed  uxtreme  popula 
Both  courtioT«  and  jwnplc  felt  nrcngcd  when  they  could  laq 
nl  the  common  oppresstir.     The  jKiliee  watched  mid  pnnutb 
rain.     The  thmii^ht  of  a  nation  Ti-jll  cvsr  asstrt  its  frovda 
'fiupplc  as  they  weru  by  imture,  the  covtrticr*  could  not  alv 
ditgnise  thuir  rtral  fc-fliugs.     The  witty  Madame  dc  Caylj 
niece  of  Madame  dc  Ifaintenon,  being  exiled  fmra  ^'eraai] 
for  having  ridiculed  the  tlevout  parly,  frankly  extUumpd,  j 
receiving  the  tirder  tif  bcr  knnii'hmcnt,  "  that  tlie  eauui  fell 
cfinrt  rcnderied  it  the  reul  ploutj  of  exile."     Jlodarao  dc  . 
i«n<in  henflf  waa  ovcrpuwcred  with  the  duhiess  <if  tbi»  ■ 
prisMn-housfl.     "Ah!"  8;iid  she  to  a  friend  who  soomedl 
rnvy  her  proud  destiny,  "if  you  knew  what  it  ia  to  ho 
atuuse  ft  man  whom  nothing  am  amuse ! " 

Tlic  fndcd  glory  of  hi«  rt-igu,  the  gluom  and  reverse 
djirkeuud  its  close,  the  irap.itionc*  cf  tht'  new  getu!nvt0 
ill-concealed  enntii  of  his  chiUruu  and  friends, — all  toiJ 
XIV.,  with  a  significance  and  eloqmaiue  he  coidd  not  i 
dcrstand,  that  liis  sway  bad  tasted  too  long  ;  thitt  it  was  It 
•"     "  ■  irt.     But  the  old  king  resisted  this  . " 

I  of  his  despotic  will     If  he  coul.; 
jotis  feeling,   he    at  least   exacted  bypocrisy.     A 
nurd,  on  duty  in  the  chapel  at  VemaiUes,  desirous  of  am| 
Bg  biiuself  at  the  expense  of  the  court  ladies,  one  d:iy  de 
1  ;  his  nmji'sty  did  not  inteud 

t .  •  then  going  to  take  plare.     Thel 

wisely  concluding  that  if  the  king  was  not  to  be  prtisont 
devotion  would  he  verj'  Uicleialy  ihrciwii  away,  il 
one  by  one.     Louis  XIV.  cume  aa  usual,  and  wn: 
see  the  chapet  empty,  until  the  guar<l  informed  him  of 
fliischitvDua  trick.    A  large  party  at  court,  did  not,  lur 
chooae  to  pnctMe  tliis  rcstmnt  ■.  ike  ^uul^!^  «iul  ^tuU 
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'1  in 

in  in 

"'pwMBC*' :  ooo,  consisting  ctiii  fly  <if  supcHiDnuMcd  libfitine*. 
ittelf  up  to  all  tlju  uustM-ities  of  sfcmiiig  devotion  ; 
ibe  otiicr,  wliicli  counti-d  in  its  niiiks  the  suaii  aud 
i  of  tbcsi:  hiilliiw  devotees — the  youth  and  (iiiwtT  of 
lity,  reveUt'd  iu  the  grotxtL-st  aiid   most  ojioii   licen- 

i  tn  ht'.T  Jliirit'tlt 

ity  wiw  in  Lur 
Ttic  jirviriiv';u'y  <ii  Ui«  higher  clergy,  and  the  nnrrow- 
(icdii'jsa  of  iht'  JansenisUt — thuse  Puritans  of  C'atboUciam 
ftiiko  V>ccn  fatal  to  religion.     Atheism  jircvailcd, — not 
r  the  form   of  that  <ii>i'  ojihy  (if  lnter| 

I  left  no  iny!»t*:ry  urwcrut  m  i  no  deatruclivai 

tot  uiitold,^ — but  aa  »  grcnt  and  liimentablu  want  of 
,b««n»e  faith  was  wurn  out  and  exhausted.     "Why,, 
jitanch  at  rvcrjrthing  here  1"  said  tbo  young  Dnchess  < 
•he  came  to  the  tourt  of  France.     The  iiiuve 
..1  aduiirahly  the  nature  uf  the  ecoutickm  of 
!  ptriod.     Merc  mockery  ! — no  more  ! 
Tlii-  '"    .  .(1  was  firs'  tt*d  by  the  ' 

'"t  ■:  .  ■  ...cy.      Til.;       .  .     .l-  of  Ridi.    .  1 

I   chivalrous  spirit  with  the  ancient  fend.il  jHiwcr 
■"  ->iM  .1  It  spniiit;.     They  L-ft  their  old  ancestral  liaEs  ftir 
p»kcis  of  liiiiu-i :  from  haiightj-  vaswila  thoy  Iwcaiuo  «er- 
■' ere  dfjqiiscd  liy  the  tibmilutc  ninnnrcli,j 
;      fav<.iur  aud  wiD ;  aud  by  tlie  oppres'iod 
M  %  clna>'  Inadod  with  privileges  and  wealth,  bt)t  witb- 

'lur  faded  away 
\h  i  .<it  c.iriia,  and 

iTesned  It.     Korilf nfUo  wished  to  prevent  the  fnibliciition  of 
nilUins  "  JlemoirB  of  Do  Graininont,"  in  order  to  ainin* 
hero  whose  di-slmncxty  thrry  cxiwscd.      De  Granimont, 
r  the  manuMcript,  hastonwl  to 
to  render  niiik  and  titlo  more 
:ttIU,  thtf  minister,  Pont  Charttain,  'VisA  ■ttiaAvi 
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them  both  saleable.  For  two  thoaaand  croms  a  rotttricrj 
might  become  a  gentiUiomme.  Heavy  taxes  were  bid  on  tb 
letters-patent  of  nobility ;  for  the  vanity  of  the  tinaudera  i 
wished  to  become  noble,  rendered  this  a  profitable  branch 
revenue.  To  such  an  extent  was  this  practice  carried,  that  i 
large  body  of  men  had  no  other  occupation  than  to  prov 
arms  and  genealogies  for  the  new  nobUity.  This  sccond-i 
aristocracy  was,  like  the  old,  exempt  from  taxation. 
Celestins,  a  religious  house  of  Paris,  accordingly  purch 
the  office  of  secretary  to  the  king,  which  conferred  nobili^ 
and  freed  them  from  the  tmUe,  Thus  the  people,  on  who 
rested  the  real  burden  of  supporting  the  natioo,  were  oppr 
by  both  rank  and  wealth.  The  noblea,  whilst  they  hated  I 
plebeian  intruders  into  their  order,  married  their  richly-do 
daughters ;  protesting,  however,  like  Madame  de  Grig 
"  that  they  were  only  manuring  their  barren  ancestral  land 
in  order  to  render  them  ouce  more  fertile."  But  the  truti 
waa,  that  the  aristocracy  felt  the  power,  bo  long  granted 
rank  and  chivalroua  honour,  now  passing  over  to  wealth  anc 
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n 


ttiWr  fio  aliil  (ll 

n-r;  Icncv,  win-     _ 

'■'ma  of  MontesjiBien,  —  "A  lord  in  a  man  who 
"■  lut'  King,  speaks  to  tlio  uiiuutcr,  had  aneestots,  debts, 
jbA  pcniloas," 

But  if  mon  wr.re  thus  inactive  unci  jtowerleas,  womcTi  ^ 
Prt.    The-  aaxjit!  MuDt€&quieu  licclarod,  "that  tlie  mdivldtm}'^ 
wko  »ouW  attempt  to  judge  of  the  government  by  the  men 
tiw  head  uf  affairs,  aud  not  by  tUe>  wumra  who  switTcd-, 
<m  mnn,  would  fall  into  the  *nme  errcr  jw  hw  who  jutlg« ' 
i  madiine  by  its  outward  actiou,  and  not  by  it^  scci'Ot 
Women  were  indeed  already  cxercialiig  that  gnut  j 
',  which  attained  its  full  Jevelopnieitt  towards  the  iiuddi&j 
c«ntury.     They  eagerly  seirod  on  intlnence,  whAtercr| 
ut  infliiiince  might  be.     They  bad  received  from 
male  rolatiros  a  skameloM  example  of  prufligacy,  whieh 
not  slow  to  follow.     ^Ticn  wnroen  fall,  they  fall., 
.  meti,  becAuw  the  only  dense  of  houoiir  nlJowecij 
tlwm  by  nfK'iety  drjiartji,  if  once  the  purity  of  their  lives  is^ 
buntod.    The  aboudocied  cotulaet  of  Indies  of  rank  threw  a 
pwl  rfjirooch  on  their  onler.    It  created  doubts  va  the  legiti- 
'  ituiliea,  aud  scandalised  tbp  people 
^■ichal   austerity.      The  corrupting 
'  '■^'i■n^■J  of  a  dcHjiotic  government  had  reached  the  women 
'Vifivtii  )vtu;ith  its  sway.      Tlte  men,  deprived  of  political 
ru'ji:.  u  .,]  liiiii  female  friends  as  the  means  of  their  ambi- 
■■■'I     laflircct  jxiwcr  is  ncressarily  immoral ;  when  exercised 
'}    niiien,  it  ia  atiU  more  so.     At  thu  times  of  which  we 
^  spirit  of  ambition  and  intrigue,  not  pure  in  its  origin 
'  i   "     '         seized  on  the  whole  sex. 

■vv  of  the  burlesque  poet, 
iD,  had  mad«  her  Queen  of  France,  in  cdl  aikve  name. 
M>ii«me  Guyon.  attempted  to  found  a  religioun 
cauwd  the  I«ng  t^unrrel  between  Busstict  and  F<?ntf!oii, 
;id«d  in  the  erile  of  the  latter.     Whilst  apparently 
Ihe  gaieties  of  Sccaux,  iladame  dn  Maine  plotted 
&r  tbe  aggraadisemmit  of  her  husbsmd  v  oac ' 


12  WOMAN  IN  FBANCE. 

her  chief  agents  b(ang  her  clever  femme  de  chombre,  Made- 
moiselle dc  Launay.  Ladies  who  had  nothing  better  to  do^ 
and  no  surer  means  of  making  a  fortune,  turned  their  hotels 
into  gambling-houses,  fi:«m  which  they  derived  a  large  and 
infamous  revenue.  Others  conscientiously  devoted  themselves 
to  the  education  of  the  yoimg  noblesse.  The  youthful  De 
Fronsac,  so  well  known  for  his  intrigues  under  the  name 
lUchclieu,  was  early  taught,  by  Madame  de  Brancas,  to  write 
billuts-doux  which  ho  could  never  spell,  make  imaginary  assig- 
nations, feign  love,  jealousy,  and  all  the  other  appearances  of 
the  tender  passioiL  Thanks  to  this  early  and  judicious  teach- 
ing, his  father  was  compelled  to  send  him  to  the  Bastile  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  his  ngc. 

Some  women  intrigued  without  any  definite  object ;  for  the 
mere  pleiisuro  of  intriguing,  and  because  their  over-active 
niiml')  needed  exertion.  Of  these  was  an  obscure  lady  named 
Mademoiselle  de  la  Chausscraic.  AVithont  rank,  wealth,  or 
beauty,  concealing  her  consummate  tact  under  an  air  of  naive 
simplicity,  she  yet  exercisicd  a  great  and  occult  power.  She 
served  people  whom  she  had  never  seen,  for  whose  gratitude 
she  did  not  care,  and  who  never  felt  any  gratitude  for  her. 
She  was  feared  by  the  ministers,  she  often  upset  Madame  de 
Maintenou's  most  deeply-laid  schemes,  and,  without  creating 
even  a  suspicion  in  his  mind,  she  had  the  art  of  iufluendng 
the  decisions  of  Louis  XIV. 

Iking  one  day  iu  the  salon  of  Madame  de  Yentadonr,  she 
teamed,  by  accident,  that  Letcllier,  the  king's  Jesuit  confessor, 
was  to  obtain  fr>mi  the  monarch  an  order  to  arrest  the 
Cardin.il  of  Nitailles,  a  Jansenist,  on  the  following  morning. 
Determined  tkit  tliis  should  not  be,  she  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  Versiullea,  and,  being  introduced  into  the  presence 
of  the  king,  according  to  the  privilege  he  had  granted  her,  ob- 
served, with  her  usual  bonhomie,  that  his  m!\jesty looked  unwell 
and  annoyeti,  probably  by  stwnc  new  priest's  qu.irreL  She  then 
dro])]HHl  a  few  hintd  on  the  expediency  of  letting  the  Jesuits 
and  Jansenists  settle  their  own  dissensions,  and  of  preserving, 
above  all  things,  a  health  so  invaluable  to  the  kingdom. 
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The  king  was  so  struck  with  this  reasoning,  and  especially 
with  that  portion  of  it  relative  to  his  health,  that,  wlien 
Letellier  asked  him  the  next  morning  for  the  order  to  arrest 
th«  cardinal,  he  drily  informed  him  he  had  altered  his  mind, 
ud  wished  to  hear  no  more  on  the  subject     Thus  was  the 
coup  d'dtat,  so  long  prepared  by  Madame  de  Itlaintenon  and 
the  confessor,  wholly  overthrown.     In  relating  this  anecdote 
to  a  friend,  several  years  after  the  death  of  Louis  XIV., 
Mademoiselle  de  la  Chausseraie  confessed  that  she  only  re- 
tained her  power  over  the  monarch's  mind  by  assuming  an 
appearance  of  such  simplicity,  and  even  stupidity,  that  he 
never  suspected  the  measures  he  adopted  to  have  arisen  from 
her  apparently  careless  suggestions.     She  acknowledged  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  mental  exertion  necessary  to  maint-ain 
this  constant  dissimulation  often  left  her  overpowered  with 
fatigue. 

There  was  nothing  likely  to  purify  or  exalt  the  female 
character  in  influence  so  exercised ;  we  accordingly  find  few 
of  the  women,  who  possessed  any  power,  remarkable  for  moral 
cxceUcncc.  Their  intellect,  from  not  being  allowed  a  free 
scojie,  was  perverted  to  evil  ends.  The  prejudice  against 
female  authorship,  in  persons  of  high  rank,  was  still  so  strong, 
that  the  amiable  and  accomplished  Marchione^s3  of  Lambert 
would  never  allow  her  productions  to  be  imblished.  It  was 
only  by  manuscript  co]>ies,  obtained  from  her  frit-nds,  that  the 
booksellers  could  succeed  in  printing  them ;  and  on  one  occa- 
sion she  bought  back  the  whole  edition.  This  pnjuJice,  as 
Madame  de  Lambert  observed  herself,  acted  injudiciously  on 
the  female  character.  The  ridicule  which  Boilcau  and  ^IipUCtc 
had  ca.st  on  aU  female  writers  wa.s  more  prejudicial  still. 
Many  women,  who  might  have  spent  their  time  in  an  agree- 
able and  at  Iciist  harmless  manner,  supposing  their  writings  to 
possess  little  merit,  were  thrown  b.ick  on  intrigue  for  an  occu- 
pation. The  idleness  to  which  noble  women  were,  like  all 
persons  of  their  rank,  reduced,  added  to  their  degradation  and 
hcartlessness.  Notwithstanding,  however,  the  gcnewl  yrofli- 
gicr,  the  convenances  were  still  strictly  observed.     Any  W^- 
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bora  Iftdy,  chiefly  kncwn  (or  tbe  irregnlarity  of  condnct,  eon 
likt'  ^(adame  de  Pambdre,  the  nibtTt^ss  vt  the  Regent,  oet  < 
{Mjt  of  a  heoric  and  devoted  wife.  If  her  husband  vasi  at- 
tacked with  the  somll-pox,  then  ao  fatal,  she  made  bet  will, 
bade  her  relations  farewell,  and  became  the  patient's  none; 
her  own  life  often  being  the  prii%  of  this  sacrifice  to  ratatf 
And  oeteotation  :  when,  like  Madame  de  FarabSre,  she  wis  u 
fortiin&t«  as  to  atirrire  the  trial,  she  did  not  fiiil,  as  soon  m  it 
'was  over,  to  retom  to  her  intrigue  j  whilst  the  world  atiO 
nag  with  praise,  which  all  knew  to  be  as  fidse  and  hollow  m_ 
this  seeming  devotednesa. 

Besides  the  individual  power  of  intrigae,  there  was  turn 
power,  higher  still,  far  more  effectual,  and  an  which 
had  the  tact  to  seuee  at  ouce.    We  aUode  to  the  infla 
litemture  already  coulerred 

In  consequence  of  the  gloomy  tastes  of  the  monarch,  of  I 
weakness  of  the  clergy,  of  the  indolent   profligacy  of 
nobles,  and  of  the  coarseness  of  the  wealthy  bourgeois, 
rad  social  power  had  become  transferred  to  literature  ;  wL 
in  its  turn,  was  considerably  modilied  by  the  women  of 
day.     Daring  almost  the  whole  of  the  eighteenth  cent 
Fnmce  was  in  a  state  of  political  repose.     Thinkers  were  ' 
only  active  men  ;  their  power  was  necessarily  great, 
the  body  is  at  rest,  the  mind  most  work.     Those 
submitted,  however,  to  the  influence  of  woman, 
activity  was  purely  mental     They  wete  men  of  the 
whiliit  they  mined  the  social  edifice,  lefl  to  others  the  I 
active  destruction     The   spirit  of  antagonism,   whic 
perraded  every  daas,  was  the  reason  that,  though  so 
persecuted  and  contemned  by  their  contemporaries,  the  ', 
writers  of  the  eighteenth  century,  nevertheless,  retained  ' 
infiuenoe  over  them  to  the  last.     Though  it  gave  birth  to  sii 
many  remarkable  productions,  the  seventeenth  centniy 
not  granted  a  simUar  power  to  its  literature.     There 
more  of  abstract  ait,  and  leas  of  active  thought,  thaa 
following  period.     The  patronage  of  Louis  XIV. 
literary  Gteedom.     His  praises  and  pensions  silenced 
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oAwtaftUy  than  porsK-'CUtion.  Tiiin  coodurt  vras  not, 
bawvrer,  tbi!  resolt  of  palicy.  llio  great  jiower  of  tLu  [jresa, 
•a  A  whido  for  politk'al  nixl  {>kilc>.4(i[ilLii.'al  ii|nnioiis,  was  still 
■aaaapectcd  in  Frtuice.  The  SAtires  of  13uileiiu  aud  thu 
oot^M  of  Molt^ro  vcre  directed  against  tlie  vices  of  society, 
BCii ^naat  society  it»eU  :  "  lartufTct,"  Moligi«'a  boldest  c-tfurt, 
ofMoIy  aanctioned  by  thu  king.  The  change  v.  bich  tht: 
ci-'ntury  wrcnight  in  the  jiifluenco  of  litcratnra 
to  aociety.  Meu  of  every  class  felt  the  want  vt 
mon  Crooly  together  ;  the  nutlior  emergod  from  hie 
MbaAy  and  •{•peared  in  llie  fiuihittiiabli^  world,  to  which  he  iiu- 
]M1m1  aume  of  hix  own  gmvity  of  tbuugbt,  whilst  be  ai-tjuired 
•B  •■■  oiul  {luliith  hitherto  foreign  to  faim. 

Hm  action  of  Ut«rary  men  ou  society  was  chi^y  exercised 
tkroi^gh  th«  women,  in  whose  select  assemblies  they  wef6 
■H*"'***^i  and  who  uaturally  tufluenced  their  views,  and  their 
avid*  of  ezproasing  tbcni.  This  ia  an  iuiportant  fiict ;  tar, 
ttr^gh  less  {lolilically  great  than  in  the  preocdiag  century, 
SkHM*  waa  then  ackii<  '  to  be  the  focus  of  Eun>}>cnn 

■tellt^ma*.     Her  {jI><  -,  her  literaiy  and  scieutiCo 

tt>  riiiod  the  (beliugs  and  u[itn)ons  of  the  sge ;  to 

wiuu  tii'ii  daring  scepticism  and  satiriivil  raiUcry  stiou  ga«« 
Utc  pnmuliag  tuiut.  81>e  nu  longer  owed  ber  i>re[ioudcrauOB 
«vcr  <Aha  nations  to  the  i>ersouaI  character  of  her  inotmn.'b  ; 
fcc  the  hand  that  swayed  her  was  vacillating  and  weak  :  her 
(nataoM  was  tiot  politico],  but  social  and  iutellectnal :  her 
power  wsM  that  oT    '  .<1  it  proved  more  great  and  (uctcii- 

■sr  tlnn  ibe  w:-.  i-itisini  of  Losiia  XIV.     M,  Guizoi 

jadiortii*ly  remarks,  in  his  "  History  of  Civilisation,"  that 
power  which  France  possesses  of  imj»arting  her  own 
.  and  ideas  to  other  uatioim,  does  not  spring  from  thu 

•fton  borrowed,  but  from 
wacL.-  lutcr  of  the  people."     To 

I  w«  nwy  add,  that  for  this  characteristic  France  is  chiefly 
I  to  her  women,  and  their  iiii!uenc«  in  society.     This 
1 1>acially  the  cjtMc  in  the  lost  century,  when  their  power 
I  an  gn»t  that  Suhlosser  haii  not  hesitated  to  compare  it  to 


that  exercised  by  Kichelieu  and  Colbert  over  their  own  tim** 
This  ia  almost  equivalent  to  saying  that  it  wa»  unbouudnL 

Women  owed  this  power  to  the  want  of  political  libera 
This  want  was  not  greater  than  in  the  pre<A>ding  cent 
but  the  wish  for  freedom  ha,d  increased.     The  salons 
which  they  presided  were  the  only  places  where  what 
not  have  been  published,  without  the  prospect  of  the 
might  be  spoken  with  comparative  Impunity.     Thia'  U  w 
tlie  inflxience  of  woman  can  so  clearly  be  traced  throngh 
the   philosophy  and   literature  of  the   eighteenth   ceoXxaj, 
That  graceful  briUiancy  of  style — the  light,  frivolous 
which  concealed  sadi  desteuctive  feutiires — clearly  belong 
h^,  and  to  that  oonvrasational  power  fostered  beneaih 
cure,  under  the  name  of  caiiaerie  ;  so  diatinctiyej  in  itael^  < 
the  times  and  of  the  national  character. 

It  was,  however,  at  a  much  later  period  that  literatora 
quired  this  great  influence  in  France.     Voltaire  was  still 
known  under  Louis  XIV. ;  Funtenelle's  cautioos  sceptic 
oiJy  pared  the  way  for  bolder  attacks  on  creeds  and 
trines ;  Lesa^  merely  aimed  at  tlie  reformatioi)  of  mane 
and,  in  portniytng  bis  cotktonponuies,  be  bft  a  lament 
picture  of  tlieir  total  wont  of  motal  sense.     A  few  liter 
Kucii'ties,  nevertheless  existed:   that  of  Madame  da 
w;i8  brilliant,  social,  Uteraiy,  and  jjulitical     I(  answered 
taste  for  wit  and  tier  ambitious  designs. 

Old  Ninon  do  I" Eiiclos,  once  so  celebrated  for  her 
and  Epicurean  plulosophy,  and  still  known  by  hi<r  wit, ; 
gathered  around  her  some  of  the  most  eminent  men  cf 
day.  who  met  to  rail,  with  more  decency,  however,  tfaaa  ' 
displayed  in  the  abodes  of  prineesses,  at  what  the  world  i 
respected  outwardly.     There  might  bave  been  seen  J. 
Bonsaeaa,  the  p>oet  j  the  gay  Abbv  de  Chaidieu  ;  Fuutene 
whose  easy  philosophy  marked  the  transition   between 
two  centuries  ;  Cliateauneuf ,  the  ancient  admirer  of  the 
young  and  beautifnl  hostess ;  and  a  child  named  Arouet, 
grew  up  in  these  sceptical  and  corrupt  asseiublicii,  und  w^ 
afterwards  tninsferred  their  immoral  and  irrellgioaa  doct 
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pun^!)t  AuJ  most  elegant  Fretidi  evtsr 
.  ..twuth  ccntnry. 
"f  (lincflDlvnt  und  a  defiance  uf  autttority  diarac- 
TK)W  no  I'  '         '1  on 

^ti  urti'rl   l>y   ,  atifl 

fliair  irritable  (irido  wsia  fongtantly  wnuridud  by  new 
I  muinding  Ihum  «f  thoir  fonncr  Buburdinnte  jKjsition. 
t*liw  U)  erilH  (rctm  wLich  iLoy  siiflertd,  suid  to  jvll  of 

!i    mt'rcy, 

1.     The'ir 

were  in  accordance  witli   the  spirit  of  tlte  titnett. 

off:      '     ,.  '        '       *..      f       T       'Vr^lisJ. 

tta  of  lOt  a  ill 

Maiiy  began  to  wonder  why  the  nation,  which  wan 
I  in  a  nrighlu^iiriiig  country,  should  bu  notliiiig  at  iiiimc 
h*  «His«;  of  literary  restraint  byaune  daily  more  oppressive. 
A  with    [irivntp   c<'"  ■  on   for- 

longpd  fur  the  bru.  <  imhlidty 

by  English  ithiIo8i>|tbers.      The  Freiidi  Pailiiunent 
envied   the  auttiority   of  the   Engli.sh    C-otnuKms ; 
bditiga  pervaded  t<very  class  :  the  nobles  folt  wtjuiidcd 
■  to  which  they  wcro  comppllod  by  the  moDAreh; 
ergy  submitted  impatiently  to  the  yoke  of  royal 
otity;  widbit  the  ders-€tAt,  or  bourgeoiaie,  dialiked  the 
la;  ■      ■  "      .iu»e  thoy  itaw  them,  thongli  wcnk  nnd 

II  of  the  most  vuiufiblu  piivilcgi'H.  Had 
"ujijior  rJfts?<?8  been  strong  and  nctivc,  the  hnrdship  would 
I  bare  iKrtn  (clt  no  mnch  :  tliu  logic  of  [iractinal  life  tcacheu 
!  povfratid  priviloi'e  must  aasociatc  ;  imt  they  were  feeble 
Bjjt  All  thAt  was  left  of  the  old  feudal  system  vrsm 
Duality  of  ranks :  tliR  good  it  efToeted  had  vatiLihcet ; 

i])irit  uf  discontent  was  increased  by  the  wTitinj."'  "i 

nnd  persecuteil   nugiieuotN,  who  had  taken  refuge 

nd  «ir  Euglund.     Their  works,  full  of  bitter  .ittAckii 

XrV'.  and  ( '.atholictsm,  were,  in  spite  of  every  ^toVv.- 

tttvdacifJ  hi  Ff^uitv ;  wZiere  they  epread  lUft  \mUeA  vjV 
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the  monarch  and  of  the  Church,  without  serving  the 
testant  faith :  -vrhich,  like  Jansenism,  was  only  used 
form  of  opposition  to  the  ruling  power.  Amongst  t 
writers  were  some  whose  enmity  had  a  much  deeper  ol 
than  the  annoyance  of  their  persecutor.  Their  chief 
Bayle,  who  always  wavered  between  the  Protestant 
Catliolic  faiths ;  unable  to  fix  his  mind  on  either  creed. 

liiiylc  seems  to  have  written  to  shew  the  vanity  o: 
belief :  Lis  scepticism  was  not,  however,  a  creed,  like 
of  the  French  Encyclopedists;  who  were  as  intoleran 
their  opponenta  His  mind,  which  gave  him  plausible 
sons  fur  everything,  was  too  impartial  for  enthiLsiasm. 
the  immense  research  to  which  he  devoted  his  whole  life, 
the  merciless  patience  with  which  he  accumulated  all  th< 
struotivc  facts  and  arguments  likely  to  bear  on  any  su'jci 
had  taken  in  hand,  rendered  his  works,  what  they  have 
truly  termed,  "  an  arsenal,"  from  which  tie  French  phi 
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ii>-w  reign,  might  be  heard  under  the  windows  of  the  royal 
]>al:ii'e. 

Such  wore  the  varied  elements  of  which  declining  society 
<  "U.sistc>I  at  the  dose  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth's  long  reign : 
1  ^ioiniy  ci^mrt,  rendered  austere  by  the  king,  but  whidi  still 
rriiiiunt-d  impure  at  heart ;  a  weak  clergy  ;  licentious  nobles ; 
a  ileeply  dlscoiitonted  bourgeoisie ;  a  host  of  daring  thinkers, 
iripatit-nt  to  attack  the  old  social  edifice ;  women  of  great 
m:.  but  little  virtue,  capriciously  exerting  their  almost 
!-'Vtroigii  influence — everywhere  the  tmccs  of  fortliconiiug 
disb^ilution. 

The  political  condition  of  France  was  equally  gloomy  and 
[>rt.'iMriou«.  The  extravagant  war,  undertaken  against  the  half 
1  f  h2uri']>e,  in  order  to  place  the  monarch's  grandson  on  thi* 
throne  of  S]Ktin,  had  reduced  the  kin^rdom  to  a  state  of  great 

•  'i-trt-s.  Tlirouu'h  the  inlluence  of  Madame  de  Maintonon 
..:  ■!  (.■uamillart,  the  niiiii.->tiT  of  her  making,  weak  and  iniW- 
■:".••  };iiKrals  were  opiio>od  to  tlie  first  captains  of  the  agf. 
All'  ■.i.i-r  filial  error  \v;ls  to  clog  the  motions  of  tliosi-  J;!!!!'!-:'.!.--, 
v,:'.;i  tlic  timid  measures  decided  U])iin  by  the  king  and  his 

•  -.vrH-aitious  minister,  in  the  boudoir  of  Madame  do  Maintc- 
;.iii.  The  war  thus  protraetod.  instead  of  being  broinilit  to 
1 11. -e,  .•j.-sunu-d  a  most  alarming  asi)ect  for  rnnico,  and  (>v<'r- 
-'.  i.i.wiMl  with  nieUmcholy  forebodings  tlie  close  of  a  reiuu 

■  •;»i-  celebrate>l  for  its  greatness  and  magnificence.  Wlieti 
T.'.i<  stnig'^ile  had  at  length  been  brouglit  to  a  favourable 
;•-;;..•,  L<iui.s  XIV.  was  overwhelmed  with  grief  by  the  sue- 
w,.ivi»  deaths  (if  lii.s  only  .son  the  D.nupliin,  the  Dnclie^s  of 
!':.:r^::.dy.  her  liu.sband,  tluir  young  eliild,  and  tlic  l)uke  !■!' 
'"••■r:;.  tlie  king's  ynimge.-t  grand.son.     Of  bis  numerous  le^'iti 

■  ;:ite  .;i  .»i-end.int.s,  the  only  survivors  wire  I'hilip  V.  of  S|ia;!i. 
.  ;i  !■=»  ^rtat-grandchild,  the  Duke  of  Anjon.  The  .sudde;; 
■:•  .:!;.-  iif  all  these  royal  individual's  were  attended  by  su'ii 

■  ;i.';!.ir  !.yuiptom.s.  that  the  majority  of  the  nation  attrilnited 
''..:••:,  to  poison  administered  by  the  Duke  of  Orloan.^.  Tlie 
!r;i."-e  studied  chemistry  under  a  foreign  savant,  named  Hoiii- 
'vti.  usd  he  was  immediately  accused  of  beiutj  skilled  vu 
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poisons,  and  of  wishing,  tli  rough  this  mcAna,  to  cnako  himself  1 
a  way  to  the  tliroiK".  The  Duke  of  Orleans,  wiiom  thes« 
e«lutuiiic8  drove  to  despair,  requested  the  king  to  send  lum 
to  the  Ba-stilc,  in  order  to  a  await  a  regular  trial.  Louis  re- 
fused ;  though  he  disliked  his  nephew,  he  could  not  believe  in 
his  gtiilt.  The  accusations  directed  against  him,  oevertfaeless 
iuSucuced  the  policy  he  adopted  with  regard  to  the  i^gency  of 
the  kingdom.  Whilst  he  nomiunlly  confided  it  to  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  he  placed  the  real  power  in  the  hands  of  his  *  ■  -i 
illegitimate  son,  the  Duke  of  Mnina  To  this  he  was  gic.Uj 
urged  by  ^luLiiue  de  M&tntenon,  who,  having  educated  Ixja 
natural  rhildreu,  loved  them  with  the  tenderness  of  a  mud;,  r 
Already  had  she  obtained  for  thera  the  decree  which  cff-t  i 
the  illegitimacy  of  their  birth,  decLtred  them  princes  of  the 
bluod,  and  gave  them  the  right  of  succession  to  the  crowB. 
Nut  satLified  with  this,  she  next  wrung  from  Louis  a  tttta^ 
mcnt  wholly  in  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Maine,  lie  comj>'i  •'. 
without  deceiving  himself  a»  to  the  extent  of  the  rcspt-t  ■.  .n 
obedience  hu  once  absolute  will  would  receive  wheu  be  had 
removed  by  death. 
EThe  power  of  Madame  de  M.-untenoa  over  such  a  strong 
mind  as  tbnt  of  Lonb  XIY.  is  a  singular  feature  iu  the  '  <" 
tory  of  his  reign.  This  remarkable  woman,  whom  posti  ■ 
has  judged  more  impartially  thiuj  her  contemporaries,  hi 
to  have  been  disliked  chiefly  because  her  austerity,  whic 
communicated  to  the  king,  repressed  the  impatieiica- 
liocntiousncss  of  the  young  giencration.  Notwithstanding  i 
tt  has  been  asserted  to  her  prejudice,  she  certainly 
sed  many  eminent  qualities.  Though  not  ^ted  with 
at  wit  of  her  rival,  Madame  de  Monte;>pan,  abe 
remarkable  for  great  good  sense,  exquisite  tHut,  and  a  ; 
sunplirity  which  seemed  to  reject,  for  both  her  mind  and  h«r 
person,  all  the  crabelliahmenta  of  art  The  early  history  ol 
this  celebrated  woman  is  too  well  known  to  bo  ri»lati'd  hem 
From  the  widow  of  the  burlesque  poet,  Scdmvn,  she  W: 
at  the  age  of  fifty-two,  the  wife  of  one  of  the  gruatcut  kiu^- 
uf  Europe.     Though  her  morrifigo  was  never  admowl«|gadr 
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she  was  queen  in  reality.  Her  patient  ambition  had  raised 
her  fmm  obscurity  to  a  throne ;  but  this  feeling  was,  with 
htT.  void  of  energy  or  greatness.  The  few  political  acts  in 
which  ahe  participated  w^ere  marked  by  the  timidity  and 
cantiou.-'noAs  of  her  character.  She  did  too  much  to  be  for- 
given by  her  enemies,  and  too  little  to  crush  them.  She  had 
n<-ne  of  the  commanding  qualities  which  exact  reai>ect,  even 
whibt  they  may  excite  hatred.  In  her  friendships,  she 
shewed,  to  the  List,  both  the  natural  coldness  of  her  char- 
acter, and  her  want  of  moral  courage.  Her  influence  over 
her  contemporaries  was  merely  transient ;  she  was  naturally 
grave  and  austere,  and  in  her  old  age  she  became  devout  and 
intolerant  She  succeeded  in  imparting  enough  of  these 
qualities  to  the  king  to  add  to  the  gloom  of  his  court.  At 
the  ditith  of  Louis  XIV'.,  her  i)ower  ceased ;  and  when  she 
retired  to  .Saint  Cyr,  the  outward  respect  which  hud  hccn 
j.uM,  till  tlu-n,  to  nicHlosty  and  virtue  vanisliod  from  tlic 
..:-m  of  France.  Tlio  only  portion  of  her  political  intluoniv 
whi.rh  sur\ivi'd  licr,  was  that  which  she  e.xcrted  for  the  Duke 
<•:  Maine.  This  woman,  who  ni;vor  asked  anything  for  Iut- 
.<v;f  "T  for  her  relatives,  was  const.nntly  iiuportuniiig  the  kii'i; 
f  r  l.is  hgiiinii.sed  son.  She  sjuired  no  effort  in  order  to  .secure 
'.Lv  te-tanicnt  which  was  to  raise  her  beloved  pupil  to  power. 
There  must  h.-ne  been  something  inexprcssiMy  bitter  I'^r 
t:'i-  "M  king  in  those  intrigues,  tending  to  iX'mind  him  daily 
•■f  LLs  a]'priiaeliing  end,  and  carried  on  by  those  most  de;ir  to 
lii'iL  Tiie  unhappy  state  of  tho  eonntry  added  to  his  nii.l;iii- 
..'!.!  ]y.  His  wars  and  extravagance  had  reduced  France  to  tiie 
lrl:ik  t.f  ruin  ;  her  fhianres  had  fallen  into  a  most  deiiloruMe 
■  ::;ii;tion.  l!ut,  whilst  Louis  entertained  a  bitter  eonsciou.s- 
Li->s  of  his  errors,  he  had  not  the  coui-ii;e  to  repair  tluin  :  iii- 
!  ft  tlie  iir.lu'ius  t.i^k  to  his  successor.  Thiniuh  he  bore  ins 
I..L.-!  rt'ines  with  di^'iiity,  tlie  people  could  nut  for-ive  liiiii 
lii'-  -hiiae  ami  mi.-ery  he  had  brought  down  on  Fr.mee.  The 
>L.ii.iw  of  that  idol.itrous  hnm.''.;,v.  so  long  iTanted  to  hiin, 
L  •»  ;i!one  remained.  Fear  and  hatred  filled  almost  eveiA- 
Lr-ir.     The  king  had  ceased  to  bo  invincible  ;  and.  lhw.i\\  \vv 
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displayed  more  moral  greatness  in  his  last  yean 
any  other  portion  of  his  life,  the  grandeur  with  ' 
dazzled  the  nation  so  long  had  ^'anished  for  ever, 
had  seen  him  surrounded  by  Colbert,  Cond6, 1 
ncille,  Racine,  and  Moli^re,  were  no  more.  His 
ness  was  merely  traditionary,  whilst  the  reverses  < 
ambition  were  still  recent.  Louis  himself^  who 
scious  of  having  lived  too  long  for  his  fame,  b 
hr>ur  undismayed.  Before  his  end,  he  had  an  o 
testing  the  truth  of  the  protestations  he  had 
vanity  of  life  and  of  an  earthly  crown ;  for, 
known  that  he  had  only  a  few  hours  more  to  live, 
deserted  the  royal  pakce,  in  order  to  gather  rov 
of  Orleans,  or  his  rival,  the  Duke  of  Maine,  i 
de  Maintenon  abandoned  the  dying  monarch,  an 
numerous  enemies,  retired  beforehand  to  Saint 
vainly  asked  for  her  :  she   was  gone.     Only  a 


CHAPTER  L 

THE  S£GE!IT — HIS  COUBT  AITO  HIS  FAMILY. 

I^Prs  XW.  hiid  not  yet  been  laid  near  his  ancestors,  in  the 
Rojil  Abbey  of  Saint  Denis,  when  the  decii  reaction  caused 
^iis  death,  in  the  general  aspechof  society,  became  apparent. 
By  the  mere  force  of  his  des^mtic  wilJ,  the  late  monarch  hatl 
pmlonged  the  spirit  of  the  seventeenth  eenttiry  beyond  its 
Mtiifd  limits ;  and  it  is  only  from  the  accessii  >ii  of  Louis  XV. 
that  the  eighteenth  century  can,  philosophically  speaking,  be 

The  death  of  the  aged  sovereign  was  welcomed  with  a  feel- 
ing akin  to  joy,  by  the  nation  who  had  so  long  idolised  his 
wty  name.  The  unhappy  and  starving  peojjle,  who  ascrilx'il 
«11  their  misery  to  his  extravagance  and  overweening  ambition, 
Md  who,  during  the  last  years  of  his  reign,  had  often  muttered 
curses  not  loud  but  deep,  now  openly  exulted  over  the  deatii 
"i  tlie  tyrant.  The  signs  of  gladness  exhibited  at  his  funeral, 
'hen  the  people  sang  and  drank  on  the  road  leading  to  Saint 
Denis,  were  too  open  to  be  misunderstood  IJefore  plunging 
into  the  wild  excesiscs  of  the  regency,  the  nation  seemed  to 
exult  at  the  removal  of  that  stem  restraint  beneath  which  it 
had  bowed  so  long. 

Tills  sjiirit  of  aniuio.sity  .igainst  the  will  of  the  late  monarch, 
tended  to  cftnsulidate  the  power  of  the  regent. 

Tlie  death  of  Louis  XIV.  called  to  the  throne,  under  t  lie 
name  of  Louis  XV.,  a  sickly  child,  five  yeur.s  of  age.  'i'lie 
ntst  heirs  to  the  crown  were — bis  uncle,  i'hilip  V.  of  Spain  ; 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  ;  the  Princes  of  C'ondc  and  ( -onti ;  and 
L'uis  the  Fourteenth's  legitimised  soils,  the  Duke  of  Jluine 
and  the  Coimt  of  Toulouse.     The  treachery  oi  one  ot  "Mv^ivvftVi 
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(le  Miuntcnon's, friends  had  rendered  the  Duke  of  Orleani 
itcquaiiitod  with  the  contents  of  the  monarch's  testament. 
Jjufore  iilliiwing  the  parliament  to  examine  the  document,  he 
therefore  caused  them  to  recognise  his  right  to  the  regency,  as 
first  prince  of  the  blood  ;  and  adroitly  promised  to  restore  th* 
ancient  right  of  addressing  remonstrances  to  the  crown,  d 
wliicli  they  had  been  deprived  by  Louis  XIV.  The  testament 
was  thon  opened  :  it  nominally  gave  the  regency  to  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  but  the  real  power  was  awarded  by  it  to  the  Duke 
of  Maine.  Tlic  parliament  were  favourably  disposed  towaidi 
thi.-i  ]>rincc,  whose  wife  had  long  endeavoured  to  secure  theii 
};ood-will,  through  the  President  de  Mesmes,  promising,  in 
ease  the  testament  were  confirmed,  to  restore  their  privileges; 
but  the  Duke  of  Orleans  appealed  to  their  decision,  whilst  his 
rival  afl'(.Ttc(l  to  draw  his  right  solely  from  his  father's  will. 
By  suj>piirting  the  claims  of  the  former,  wliich  were  also  the 
most  ju.st,  the  parliament  had,  therefore,  the  sati.'tfactian  of 
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was  now  hcaix-il  upon  his  memory,  with  comparative  impunit}', 
liy  a  host  of  vinili-nt  luunphlctccrs.  Janscuiam,  which  he  had 
jK-r.-f-utcil,  wa»  tiik'rated;  the  spirit  of  freedom  and  equality 
ho  had  stiTiily  checked,  accoiniMkiiied  this  reiiction.  Tlie  Pre- 
.<i.ifiit  df  Mesnic!)  was  the  first  imiividual  of  inferior  nuik  who 
pn-uuied  to  f^o  into  deep  mouniing,  the  privilege  ot  hijrh 
hinh,  after  the  monarch's  death.  To  complete  tlio  contrast, 
tiie  court,  from  that  appe.irance  of  austere  devotion  which  it 
Lwl  voni  under  Madame  de  Maintenon,  ]>:isse<I  to  the  most 
"jt-n  profiii;acy.  The  coarticrs  adapted  themselves  to  the 
■•hajvje  with  Protean  facility.  The  old  d<itiug  Duke  of 
Noaillr*.  whiLSo  hyiMicritical  piety  had  won  the  favour  of 
L.iui>  XIV.,  now  atfected  to  patronise  an  oiiera  dancer,  ui 
•  •rdi-r  to  pay  his  court  to  the  rc£;ent,  and  ajipcared  disgraee- 
:'-.i;!y  intoxii-ated  at  the  opera  ball  on  the  fwst  iiiglit  of  its 

■  ;-.i.i:iL'.     Tlif-e  I'ulilie  lialls  luul  been  .sugirc^ted  to  tiic  regent 

■  y  tl;r  ("licv.Jiir  de  l>ouillon,  who  was  rewarded  with  a  pcii- 

-.■.:i  "f  •; I  /I'rrf*  for  his  fortunate  idni.     As  the  opora  tiieii 

-:■  •■•I  VA  the  vankiis  of  the  Palais  Royal,  the  Duke  of  ( )rK'ans 
■■■  •;;■!  pa.-.-,  from  a  [private  apartment  of  his  palac;'  into  the 
:!,•.•;::••.  iiiiu'jliiig  unknown  with  the  nia>kvd  erowd  of  evt.Ty 
mj.k  aii'l  1I...-S  a.-.innMed  tlieri-.  The  pro'.:ri..-is  of  »'i|uality  was 
T't  t";.v  n  <ult  <-f  an  acknowledged  right,  but  of  the  ennui  and 
:  r  :'.;.-.)--y  if  tin-  noliK-(. 

\  turiuKiit  and  cornijit  society  was,  nioroovor.  adavted  to 
;!m'  t.i.-:e  of  the  regent.  Though  clevi-r  and  talented,  he  \v:.s 
!•••  ari-t-nT.itie  to  encourage  pliilosojiliy  I'.nd  literature  by 
;;;:!vj!;ni.' ^^itil  tluir  jirofo-sors  :  inti-reoiirse  founded  on  intcl- 
I-.*';:ii  [■•.ir-i:its  irvels  the  artilicial  tlistin<-tions  of  r;;tik.  To 
-  :■  .  -•■.■U;y  tlv  rigvnt  prifi-rred  that  of  protIi!.'ate  nobli'imn 
.;.  i  ;.■  :.!..i.>niil  woir:i;n  :  thougli  tln-ir  conipanioi;-lii])  nii'_lit 
•:•  ^r.i  ".'  ;!;••  iu:n.  he  iniprudently  eoncludrd  that  it  eould  '.lot 
i-.-.-:i  ti.-  oi.'iiity  "f  the  priiire. 

N'i'  !:.  i.'i  w.i-;  (v.r  >'t  tliurou-lily  i'hntilicd  by  his  charactrr 
w.'ii  tl.-.'  t!:ii"-i  in  wliii'h  he  livL'd,  as  I'liilip  of  Orhan-!.  His 
u.i:.^'."<i  athiism  and  superstition  wire  the  natural  ri-;ult  of 
■i  :— .■.•!  »•"'  ronscious  of  its  own  immorality  not  to  wi.-.li  to 
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deny  the  existence  of  an  Almighty  Being,  »nd  too  much 
imbued  with  native  faith  to  do  so  with  impunity.  The 
rcguiit  could  not  reconcile  Christianity,  or  even  deism,  will 
Iijs  conduct — w  liich  cither  creed  would  have  reproved ;  ba 
he  could  seek  for  the  phllosophcr'B  stone,  endeavour  to  |)etiit> 
tratc  the  secrets  of  futurity  through  the  aid  of  fortuae-telknj 
or  even,  aa  hu  confessed  to  Saint  Simon,  afiend  whole  bonn 
ill  adjuring  tlie  spirit  of  evil  to  appear — and  this  wUd  heli 
Isid  no  check  ou  his  conscience  :  to  admit  the  existence  i 
God  would  have  filled  his  inmost  being  with  all  the  fea 
!wid  avenging  terrors  of  self-condemnation.  This  woa  wH 
ho  made  ao  open  a  boast  of  his  impiety ;  as  though, 
shutting  himself  out  from  all  hope  of  repentance,  he 
also  have  sliut  out  from  his  soul  the  light  of  otemnl  truth. 

This  struggle  between  atheism  and  belief  led  the 
to  seek  oblivion,  alternately,  in  aU  the  excesses  of  dissipatio 
and  iu  varied  intellectual  pursuits.     Chemistry,  music,  puiat 
ing,    engTaving,    were    succeeded    by  the    most    dis! 


orgies.      But  neither  study  nor  pleasure,  nor  even  power. 
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;i.\»<  nf  heart  was  only  shewn  in  g<io(l-hunionretl  forbcaranw' 
t<'W.ir(i.-  his  cucmios ;  the  activity  of  his  intellfct,  wasted  on 
tr:!V.-.-«.  ixm\i\  not  mvc  him  from  ennui ;  ami  ho  fully  verified 
til'  ni<'thor's  iui;eniiiii!i  aiioloirno  : — "That  though  good  fairies 
hj'i  -lifted  her  Son.  at  his  liirth,  with  numerous  ([unlities,  one 
iiivii.Hs  meiiilier  of  the  sisterhood  had  spitefully  deerc-ed  that 
L"  -h'lulil  never  know  how  to  use  any  of  these  gifts." 

Tii'se  eontnulii-tions  in  a  character  wlurc  atheism,  pro- 
t:._-.ii-y.  aiiil  cR'dulity  appear  mingled  with  glimpses  of  a 
It-TtiT  nature;  the  wild  thirst  for  e.\citenu-nt,  and  the  deep 
uvariness  attendant  on  its  indulgence,  are  alike  characteristic 
<.f  th'-'  rcireut  and  of  the  regency,  and  have  rendered  the  two 
ri.'iiiiis  inscpar.ilile.  Even  that  doei>  innnondity  which  led 
tl.v  ic:n<v  til  gl'-rj-  in  his  einroi's,  thus  justifying  the  severe 
r'.v.iii.-k  "I  Louis  XIV.,  "e'cst  un  fanfamn  device.-,"*  is  to  Iw 
tr.  .1  I  tl.ri'Ughout  that  jioriod,  the  most  ^hamclcss  and  ci>r- 
r.;.:  <'!*  I'thk  h  hi-tnry. 

.\  <.■  ■ml.  t'>  whiiU  the  ]>rince  gave  the  tirst  cx.im]«le  of  pru- 
:'.^.    \,    vou'd    n>>t   but   lie   the    home   of  eVerv   vice.       Tiic 

•  :;;■;.  :•- — which  took  place  in  a  remote  ainirtmcnt  of  tlic 
r.ii.i-  II"jal,  wliere  the  rcrcnt  sliut  him.-cif  up  witli  lii- 
r  ;■'»  ,i:id  a  few  aliMiiiluncd  wcnii-n,  aiiii'n.;st  wjimn  nfieii 
r..-ir-  -i  iii^  <>wu  dauirlitcr,  the  |)iiclu>s  iif  I'lcrri — soon  acipiircd 
; .-  .1.  lulous  ni'toriety,  ini-rea.scd  liy  tlie  allcctcd  my.-trry  wi'.li 
w!.i- ;;  ::uy  were  .-urronnded.     It  now  become  f.i.-hioiiabic  I'l-r 

•  \'  ry  li"'!'  !:i;m.  ami  fi^r  manj-  higji-burn  l.idies.  to  pi><>c.-i  in 
;;.•  -I'turi'-  of  i'aris  one  of  tliii.se  pclitcs  m.'.i.-inns,  art-.Tw.iriis 

•  •  :.  't-'ri'i'.s  :  but  wliidi  had  been  recently  intioibiccil  by  the 

-,-.!.■-  1  t  til.'  ciiurt  lif  1-iiiiis  .\1V.,  who  inti'ndcd  tli..iii  Iff 
..:■■  i  -  I't  pi.;ycr  :iiid  nioi;i!:cati.iii,  lit'.le  fiirc.-eeiiiL'  tin'  vi  ry 
■  .  ':  r  I.;  Uv. -  to  wliicli  tluy  wcn-  t.i  be  ;ip|'lied.  'I'iiis  ii'licUil 
V  .  •  :"  .i'coiicy  iMily  iiicre:i-.M]  the  wi'.inlal  it  \v;'.s  di-tinnl  to 
.1  ;  tie  more  ]>ii>MS--ion  I'f  die  <if  tln.se  cuiiVciiicM 
\...  -  w.v-  in  ir-clf  Mitilrii  iidy  .-iLiiificaiit. 

>■.".:':  -I'-ii  a  .--tiitc  of  siM-iity.  it   is  ci.-y  t-i  undcr-t.iiul  that. 

•  ■■.•  •.  .•..iiuiiiig  hi-  pr.il'ii;  icy  an<l  ii!iprepos-c-.-in_'  lii;inc.  llic 
!'-kv  •■:  Llrle.ms  no  s.ioiur  became  regent,  than  all  the  cKver 
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and  unprincipled  women,  who  hsul  until  then  vaiijly  sought  a^ 
frc«  scope  for  their  intrigues,  fixed  tlieir  tyea  upon  biin, 
one  whom  it  required  f«w  personal  charms  to  lawiiiatc,  and 
whose  yieldinj;  temper  would  allow  him  to  be  easily  goveme 
They  suon  perceived  their  mistake.     No  man  ever  submilt^ 
less  to  the  influence  of  woman  than  the  regent.     Neither  til 
fouutle  members  of  his  family,  nor  his  numerous  mistr 
posKBsed  any  share  of  his  couiidencc'.     The  power  whicb  fat 
allowed  Dubois  to  acquire  over  him  shews,  however,  that 
n^ent  was  not  guide<l  by  principle  ;  hia  motive  w.ia  the  d« 
ajid  undisgmwkl  contempt  be  entertiuned  fur  women  :  a  fe( 
iiig  justified  by  his  personal  experience,  as  he  had  seldom  : 
any  intercourse  siive  with  the  most  profligate  of  their  sex. 

When  the  witty  Madame  de  Siibran  once  attemptwl 
enter  into  a  conversation    on  state  affairs,  he  led  her  to 
lixiking-^'lflss,  and,  with  ironical  gallantry,  asked  her  if  it  wm 
snitable  to  talk  of  such  dull  matters  to  so  charming  a  £icet 
ItlaiLime  do  Sabran  took  the  hint,  but  avenged  herself  ' 
declaring  at  one  of  the  regent's  suppers,  "  that,  when 
had  been  created,  Aome  of  the  mud  which  remained, 
to  faaluon  the  souls  of  |)rijices  and  lacquey's."     Her  lover  on 
laughed  at  the  sareaam  ;  which  will  give  an  idea  of  the  to 
that  prevailed  on  euch  occanions.     The  clever  and  tntrig 
Mailatoe  dc  Ten c in,  who  Bpare<i  no  pains  to  cnptivat« 
regient,  and  who  even  inspired  him  with  a  ahort  caprit*, 
still  more  luisucccfiifiiL     When  she  attempted  to  influe 
him  in  a  political  matter,  an  insulting  reply  and  marked 
tempt  were  the  only  results  of  her  effort.     Not  even  at  tha 
suppers,  where  he  fell  into  the  last  stage  of  inebriety,  did  ' 
prince  give  the  Iciuit  clue  of  his  politicjd  desigiw  to  his  < 
ptoijoiig :  he  avoidi'd,  however,  sairrounding  lumsclf  with  ' 
clever  women ;  and  hia  favourite  mistress,  Madame  d« 
Wre,  owed  the  preference  he  granted  her  over  her  rivala 
thfi   poverty  of  her  intellect  and   the   frivolonsncss  of 
I  facr  frt^ui  taking  any  inteniat 
lier  plcjisurea. 

Thus,  daring  the  eight  years  of  the  regent's  away,  won 
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oteniMd  no  influetK^  through  him.  Those  who  freqaented 
lui  eonrt  only  ahaied  m  its  profligEuy  and  licentionsness, 
vithont  reodering  it  less  gross  or  offensive.  A  sketch  of  the 
{tmale  members  of  the  regent's  family  will  snffice  to  give  an 
idea  of  that  court,  aud  of  its  ptoTaiUng  tone. 

UADA3fi,  his  mother,  was  s  banghty  Palatine  princess,  full 
of  meestRd  pride  and  moral  ri^^dity.  She  had  been  married, 
■t  to  early  age,  to  the  only  brother  of  Louis  XIV.,  Monsievb, 
—to  indolent,  narrow-minded  roan,  whose  highest  pleasure 
kf  in  wearing  rouge,  patches,  and  female  apparcL  Madame, 
'on  lie  coDtiaiy,  had  all  the  breadth  and  masculine  vigour 
irtdchlier  hnsband  lacked ;  her  mind  was  noble,  frank,  sincere, 
ui  above  meann^s  or  disguise :  excessive  politeness  she 
Koned,  as  a  species  of  deceit  no  one  ever  accused  her  of 
pMrtiaing.  Her  manners  were,  like  Iier  person,  eccentric,  and 
wmewbat  coarse.  Her  short,  square  figure,  heavy  German 
Wiitetiance,  and  hands  of  unrivalled  ugliness,  contrasted 
on&Tonrably  with  the  beauty  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans's  first 
wife,  the  lovely  and  accompliehcd  Henricttn  of  England. 

Madame  rendered  herself  remarkable  at  the  court  of  France, 

diiefly  for  the  persevering  nationality  with  which  she  clung  to 

what  she  termed  "our  good  old  German   customs"     Tea, 

coffee,  and  chocolate,  she  scorned,  as  "  foreign  drugs ;"  French 

naps  made  her  ill,  and  compelled  her  to  comfort  her  German 

itomach  with  ham  and  sausages.     Her  greatest  boast  was  that 

she  had  introduced  sauer  kraut  into  France,  and  caused  Louis 

UV.  to  relish  her  favourite  omelet -of  salt  herrings.     Courtly 

amusements  had  no  charms  for  her ;  her  miisculinc  tastes  aud 

robust  constitution  made  her  delight  in  dogs,  horses,  hunting, 

and  every  species  of  violent  exercise ;  she  disliked  dress,  as 

only  calculated   to  draw  attention   to  the  plaiimcss   of  her 

person :  her  general  costume  of  a  round,  close  wig  like  that 

of  a  man,  and  a  tight-fitting  riding-habit,  somewhat  increased, 

however,  the  grotesque  appearance  of  her  square  and  thick 

figure. 

The  honest  mind  of  this  princess  was  never  reconciled  to 
the  Aaplieitjr  of  the  court:   wiere,  as  she  said,  faiaeiLOO^ 
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]ia!«scd  for  w-it,  and  frankness  for  simplicity.  Paris  seemed  to 
Lcr  anotlicr  Itabylon ;  and  when  it  thundered,  she  feiired  lest 
the  impious  city  should  be  reduced  to  ashes.  This  austere 
tuni.  whicli  preserved  her  from  corruption,  was  joined  to 
excessive  pride.  This  feeling,  which  convinced  her  that  she 
had  highly  honoured  her  husband  by  marrying  hiin,  alsu 
induced  her  to  seoludo  herself  from  the  court ;  not  deeming 
the  etiquette  wliich  wjiS  there  observed,  suflicicntly  rigorous. 
To  her  high  indignation,  the  courtiers  were  allowed  to  keep 
on  their  hats  during  the  promenade,  and  even  to  sit  down  in 
the  dniwing-room  of  Marly.  Of  this  exaggerated  hautcnr 
Madame  gave  several  instances ;  one  of  which  terminated 
fatally.  Two  femide  advcnturei-s,  who  claimed  the  title  of 
(."ountcssoa  Palatine,  were  placed  by  Madame  de  Maintenon 
near  the  ponton  of  her  niece.  Madame's  anger,  on  hearing 
of  the  indignity  thus  offered  to  her  name,  was  unbounded. 
Si'i'ing  one  of  the  pretended  countesses  walking  with  several 
other  persons  in  a  ]>ublic  promenade  of  Versailles,  she  went 
up  to  her,  and,  after  addressing  her  in  the  most  opprobrious 
lingnairc,  ended  by  threatening  her  with  such  condign  puuish- 
nient,  that  the  unhappy  girl,  struck  with  shame  and  terror, 
fainted  away,  and  died  in  a  few  d-nj-s.  Every  one  blamed 
^ladame,  and  Louis  told  her  the  honour  of  her  house  had 
been  too  severely  avenged.  She  replied,  with  much  stateli- 
ness,  that  she  liked  neither  lies  nor  liars,  and,  without  more 
compunctinus  visitings,  she  dismissed  the  subject  from  her 
mind.  A  character  which,  notwithstanding  its  honesty  and 
truth,  was  su  little  remarkable  for  amiability,  did  not  allow 
Madame  to  exorcise  much  influence  at  the  court  of  her 
1  in.it  her-in-law;  where  she  seems  to  have  had  but  one  friend, 
T.duis  XIV.,  and  one  enemy,  Madame  de  Maintenon.  Xothing 
o.uld  remove  the  mutual  antipathy  of  these  two  women. 
Madame's  hatred  was  coarse,  violent,  and  prejudiced :  she 
loaded  the  king's  secret  wife  with  abuse,  and  literally  believed 
lu-r  to  be  in  the  habit  of  poisoning  her  enemies.  Madame  de 
Maintenon's  animosity  was  more  cool  and  active  :  she  strove 
to  lessen  the  influence  of  Madame  over  the  monarch's  mind ; 
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and,  what  vma  more  cnsy,  to  injure  her  son,  the  Duke  of 

Orlutns,  who  had  deeply  offended  her.    The  two  rivuls  not 

vnly  hattd,  bnt  despised  one  another.     The  haughty  Ctcnnan 

princess  knew  th.it  the  royal  favourite  had  not  attained  tliat 

liigh  jK^ition  •without  practising  arts,  to  which  the  prosjicct  of 

an  empire  would  not  have  induced  her  to  stoop  j  whilst  thi- 

pMl(«ophic  Madame  de  Maintcnon  looked  down  with  secret 

Bcom  OB  the  proud  Palatine  princess,  who  could  \yo  so  wrapped 

til  in  the  glory  of  her  ancestors  as  to  feel  indifferent  tf»  tlie 

reality  of  jiower,  though   she  rigorously  exacted  the  vain 

diadow  (if  etiquette  due  to  her  rank.     So  little,  indeed,  was 

Mailarae  consulted,  that  the  marriage  between  her  son  and 

Itadcmiiiselle  de  Blois,  daughter  of  Louis  XIV.  and  Alarlanic 

dc  Moiitcspan,   was  agreed   uiH)n  without  her  kni>wledge. 

Htrin.ii'.piatinn,  at  what  she  ci^usiJered  a  dep-adiii.;,'  filliaiiee, 

waisnoh,  that,  on  meeting  her  son  in  the  galleiyof  N'ersailli  •■. 

Ae!;!.vi  liim  a  slaji  on  the  face,  in  tlie  presence  of  a  host  of 

WiBo.\-c.5,     The  poor  prince,  who  had  only  yielded  a  velut^tant 

(•.in.Hiit  to  tlie  match,  needed  not  this  new  niortilic-ation. 

Madame  did  not  possess  more  jiower  under  the  regency  : 
difwasr.f  opinion  that  France  had  already  been  too  imiuli 
giiTomed  by  women  {or  its  welfare,  and  never  s.ou^'Iit  to 
intcrfcro  but  once.  This  wjis  when  her  son  was  naineil 
rejiiTit :  siic  then  exact-ed  from  him  a  solenni  promise  that  In- 
*'jiild  never  employ  Ilubois  in  any  otlicud  capacity.  Tiioul'Ii 
ill".'  rvL'ciit  gave  her  his  woril  that  her  reijiiest  sliouM  Ik- 
'iK:.Vi;il,  it  was  not  long  ere  Madame  learned  that  )ie  liad 
tiaJwl  Lis  promise  :  she  attenipt*-d  no  further  poliiiial  iiitrr- 
iv.n.ni.(',  but  reuiained  sati.slled  witii  her  .son's  alleCion  -.r.-d 
fi'^liLitlii]  lioluiviour. 

"Althinigh  my  .son  is  regent,''  she  ob^e^ve^^  in  one  of  lier 
Itttfts,  "he  never  conies  to  sec  me,  nor  even  pari-  fiiiu  lui.', 
^nthout  ki>?.Niiig  my  hand  before  1  embrace  liiiii ;  mr  will  In- 
mliiw  nie  to  hand  liim  a  .'■eat.  Nevertheless  he  is  not  tijuiii. 
I'iit  .ij.caks  freely  :  indeed,  we  laugh  and  chat  to^-ellier  i.M  ,i 
vtry  friendly  manner." 
h  10.1,  j,erh.ip9,  to  bcgnilc  thv  ennui  of  licr  scdwVA  VAv;, 
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that  Madame  liegan  that  vol«nunnus  corrfsiiondence,  of  wliirh 
a  fisw  extracts  luro  been  publisbed  luiclor  the  Dumc  ot  htt 
memuire :  iiUe,  litenlly,  seemed  to  live  fur  nn  other  pnrpose 
than  that  of  writing  to  her  Gvruan  rcUtiong,  many  uf  wfaom 
she  had  ncTer  seen,  but  whom  she  loved  ;  and,  sccnrding  to, 
tho  degree  of  their  relationship,  with  a  ferrour  which 
nentr  allowed  her  to  forgite  Luuis  XIV.  for  rctnArkiiig,  "  th 
it  was  6i«»  liouryroit  to  be  fond  of  one's  relativei"  Each  ( 
was  devoted  to  different  correa[)ondents,  whom 
regaled  with  all  tlte  scandal  of  tho  court.  Though  her  i 
wna  unwearied,  she  confesses  that  when  she  had  writteo  in  < 
day  about  twenty  pages  to  the  Princess  of  Wales — after 
Queen  of  George  II. — ten  or  twelve  to  her  daiighter. 
Duchess  of  Lomiinc,  and  about  twenty  more  to  the  Queen  i 
Sicily,  sUe  felt  in  need  of  re{>o8e. 

With  her  son's  wife,  the  Duche8S  of  Orleans,  Ma 
could  never  agroe.  Tu  fi>r£,'ive  her  for  being  the  dau^tar  < 
Modonio  de  Montespan,  would  have  Ik-co  impossible:  she  i 
liowevcr,  liavo  be«ii  motMed  by  a  proper  degree  of  hiunaity 
but  the  youiig  duchess,  who  overlooked  the  Illegitimacy  of  ] 
birth  to  remember  that  she  was  the  daughter  of  Louis  XTV^ 
£ilt  oonvinced  abe  had  greatly  honoured  her  husband 
monying  him.  She  was  handsome,  haughty,  and  ajnthetie^ 
satisfied  with  the  Duke  of  Orlean's  show  of  respect,  she 
appcarwl  unconcerned  at  his  numerous  infidelities :  even  h«f  irr 
her  ma.rri;ige  she  conf»j6Sod  that  sh^^  cared  not  for  his  affect!  <:., 
and  only  wnnted  the  ratik  of  his  wife.  Her  children  were 
lUmost  atrangent  to  her :  her  brothers  seemed  to  bo  the  chirf 
objects  of  her  affectinn  ;  and  sho  was  not  without  hopee  of 
exercdiiing,  through  them,  the  p^jHtical  iiifluoiiue  her  husband 
luul  not  alluwt'j  her  to  take  over  him.  Owing  to  her  ezc*9»- 
sivd  indolence,  the  su{icrinteodence  of  the  edaciition  of  ha 
tbne  eldest  daughtera  devolved  ajion  ^ladamc ;  whose  i 
spondeQce  was  grievously  disturbed  by  these  new  cures. 

•  'OS  were,  the  Duchess  of  Berri,  MademoisoUo  i 

Mademoiselle  de  Chartrea, 
M:><itunc  dc  Ucrri,  who  hitd  been  murried  at  an  early  age  tal 
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ibe  Foortoontii'B  youngest  grancboa,  was  a  lioiulsoiiie 
^  liofent  Mad  seuKual  womaiL     Her  abaudoucd  profligacy 
tliat  of  tliose  <lissi)hite  princesses,  wbo  fiJled  Romo 
I  Knnilttl  of  tlieir  oxoosiscs,  towards  tho  dt'diiie  vt  tlio 
HtT  Ln'trfiinate  ambition  had  indnwd  her  to  lay 
lioatiunii  under  cuntnil  until  Lur  laai'riage  was  over ; 
tdays  after  tbo  ceremony,  she  was  brought  homo  in- 
[>ii  Her  intemperance  and  pro- 

El'  Miua.     Her  husband,  who  was 

ffint  passionately  attached  bi  bcr,  anon  gtvw  disgusted  with 
'  cuwiutt.  This  feeLng  was  inerea>«d  by  the  inijiiety  ahs 
1  ill  her  conversations  with  her  father,  who  bad  brought 
bia  atlieiaticaJ  principles.  80  rvckless  did  Madame 
i  bocome,  that  she  schmtsly  iaiiUtcd  on  flying  from  the 
on  -with  her  favourite  lover,  la  Haye.  Tho  danger, 
i  him  :  lie  rcvciiled  everything  t-o  her  father, 
(JUficulty,  made  her  pve  up  this  wild  plan. 
iearty  <i<uxth  «f  her  liutiband,  by  giving  her  more  freedom, 
I  h<r  license ;  and  the  accesiinn  of  the  regent  t»i  power. 
Eiivcd  the  slight  rcstroitit  imposed  upon  her  by  Louis  XIV. 
uu  de  ^liiiuteuoii, 

ogance,  which  had  always  been  great,  henceforth 
czctMsiva.  She  spared  notliing  to  humble  her  own 
tirhom  she  haUd  ffir  being  the  daughter  of  Madame 
pan.  Uotween  her  and  Madatue  there  existed  aii 
Ijuarrel  on  the  right  of  precedence,  and  other  matters 
Owing  to  the  weakness  of  her  father,  Madame 
i  Mran  aaxcimcd  the  style  of  a  sovereign  princeas  :  she 
LQjiaaishment,  crossed  Paris  to  tlie  warlike  sound 
;  nd  received  foreign  amba.«sadi>rs,  enthroned  in 
a  canopy.  Even  whilat  dejjrading  herself  by 
FTice,  shi!  ex.tctcd  the  deepest  outward  homage,  and 
Bed,  with  indignati<ra,  that  her  princoly  rank  could  not 
npt  her  fn»m  the  contempt  due  to  her  protlipacy.  She 
,  an  inatinctive  hatred  for  thnse  womun  whose  conduct 
to  rpprovo  her  own.  Her  jealousy  of  Madame  du 
»»  n$  exwiMive :  nhe  coaid  not  forgive  Let  t\i«  coiAc 
c 


s? 


w  sti$  0  njijcz. 


'  of  etfgukoei 

tmcfg,  whcfe  dw  nmWL 

iiofitlrtmiiiijg  hat  «AdM  aad  IwrrtinBaiMB,  Hadttott 
dt  Bern  liMl  Mddoi  fto  cftenw  asd  devotiea,  wUdi  led  b«r 
ta  waire  oecMioMBy  to  «  BMrwi  rf  OnatLfciw  Hie  whnie 
■■tiifcaud  van  Am  cfified  lytlH  ftrnivr  d«  dtifpiajvd, 
aoac  of  the  liiiipfe-BiBJed  mas  liqJnwri,  in  bcr  presenoB,  1 
ma&eeol  'frtr  -h~  Tihiamit^  w  p 
de  Bern  Ingfced  to  hear  tfccm  «p«k  tkna;  utd,  sfler  •] 
4bjra  i|Mit  in  iacierit]r,  ratoawd  to  bcr  funur  ouxle  of 
Hit  dbiel  lofer  was  StoB,  «  nolifcfMn  of  higli  birtli, 
whoM  brntaUtj  nad  iwvltiBg  paiaeail  ■ppeanaoe  ahewod  1 
dcpnvitjr  of  Uiis  mbsppy^  wuHUi'a  toatcL  Her  love  for  1 
rBMciKled  in&tiutioii,  and  iocrniiwd  with  his  hanhneas 
tynstif.  Riom  onlf  followed  m  this  tiie  Icbboos  oftua 
Liimin  ;  tbe  »ame  who  was  secretly  loamed  to  Mademoi 
lie  Montpensier,  and  who  areired  that  the  Boorbons  n<\t 
to  be  led  with  »  high  hand.  Madame  de  Bern  soon  be 
the  aUve  of  her  lovei',  who  loaded  her  with  public  insults,  1 
nuule  lier  receive  into  ber  intijiiAcy  his  obacure  or  1 
companions ;  tbougb,  according  to  the  t&ws  of  etiqueCts^ ; 
man,  tmloss  U«  were  »  ptiatx  of  the  bU>od,  could  be  < 
at  hrr  table.  The  regent,  indignant,  not  so  umch  at 
daogltter'a  iminonility  as  at  tlie  power  a&sumed  by  ftio 
often  threatened  to  chastise  his  ins<.>Ience ;  bnt  MAdaiue 
Bcrri,  who  exercised  over  her  father  the  it><L'end.tnc}  \ 
luv«^  poaeeased  over  her,  became  so  violent  and  irii: 
tho  duke  was  glad  to  aak  for  his  forgiveness.  The 
caused  by  this  intrigue  increased,  when  it  wns  known  that  I 
princess  had  given  birth  to  a  child  in  the  palace  of  Luxcn 
Ixmrg.  A»  she  was  djiiigcmusly  ill,  the  curt;  of  Saiiit-Sulpi^ 
•  ■fffreJ  htr  the  ritea  of  the  Church,  She  accepted  ;  but  wh 
lie  came  and  made  it  n  condition  that  Riom  and  her  eon 
Miidiuite  de  Mouchj,  should  both  leave  tho  palace,  1 
>1  iudignantly.  The  regent  iritt>rfered,  bat  could  m 
UmIuo:  citlior  bis  daughter  or  the  priest  to  relent.    When 


TMK  HEUIU<r— Hlfi  COPKT  A>'D  FAMILY. 


35 


i:J  of  NiMulles,  the  austere  prelnte  aj*- 

thu  far6,  auj  ordeivd  liiiu  uot  to  leave 

[!oor  wf  the  princesB,  lest  some  in<jre  complaisant 

to  liLT  privately.     The  turC  obeyed, 

coinjH'tled   to  aLmwloii   !ii«  poHt,  be 

Eir«{Iu;r  clergymun  tn  rfptoce  Iiiiii.     Wlitin  Mndome  du 

{ ronoaiiced  nut  of  danger,  he  retijcd  ;  but  uot  till 

liii  ton  luct,  whioli  created  great  scandal,  wiia  ttcvcr- 

pproved,  ait  a  bold  aud  mn'oiuproEuising  re- 

U)  the  corruption  of  the  ngc. 

Be  de  Berri  v&tnly  itouglit  to  leAscu  Uie  effect  uf  tlii» 

r  devoting  Letitclf  and  her  wbok*  household 

lie  space  of  six  months ;  during  ntiicb  time 

1  cliul  iu  wliit«<  from  he.ul  to  foot,  to  tbu  gnsat 

■  -i  tlie  Parisians.    The  increasing  influence  of  Itiom, 

«ud  the  terrors  of  her  own  consrience,  at  length  induced  ila- 

it  J*  privati;  niarriago  with  her  lover  : 

1  acknowledging  herac-lf  publicly  oti  bia 

Tile.    The  fatal  illut^ss  -which  carried  her  to  the  grave,  prc- 

h«r  from  fulfilUng  this  prrjcct.     Sh«  long  refused  tu 

la  ill  her  approaching  end,  which  she  hastened  by  ber 

njierance  ,  but,  ou  beajuiiug  convincod  of  ber  danger,  ahc 

to  piuis  fnim  this  wt>rld  to  the  next  with  the  [lonip 

I  >(ilemmty  nuitud  to  her  bi^h  rank.     L>ing  on  :i  bed  of 

oy  the  hushod  and  attentive  mouibers 

.  t  ing  princess,  after  bidding  them  all  a 

[iMTwoll,  received  thi>  rite»  of  the  Church  in  their  presence. 

tl»c  cereniffny  vux  over,  8he  proudly  oiiked  one  of  her 

ots,  "  if  lliia  was  nut  dying  with  courage  and  great- 

Uer  rcliitives  were^  however,  so  much  enibarraased  by 

otorioty  of  her  ill-cunduct,  that  they  bad  ber  conveyed 

dy  to  KiuDt  Denis,  and  buried  without  pomp.    Even 

I  if  the  Ofjo  could  not  luive  tolerated  ber  funeral 

una  was  at  first  much  grieved  at  the  death  of 

[•daughter ;  but,  on  learning  that  she  had  actually 

lover,  she  indign.xntly  dried  bet  teua. 

'  oflfuih  Mperseded  i 


rejy  i 


iu\g. 


3B 


woMAX  IN  nsxacz. 


IkLidome  had,  moreuver.  never  haen  mnch  attacked  to 
son's  eldest  dnught«r,  wlmse  conduct  was  only  calculated 
dlsLoaour  her  high  rink  :  her  favourite  was  Madenmlsellc  i 
fJhartres,  a  beautiful  aud  eccentric  girl,  ■who  indulged  in 
cnline  Bmasemcnts  ;  delighting  in  dogs  and  horses,  and 
off  pistols  all  the  day  long.     She  had  ill!  her  father't)  ve 
tility  of  talent :  theology,  mnsic,  surgery,  fireworks,  nnd 
wig  and  flower-making,  yrero  ber  chief  ttcciipation*  ;  but, 
the  regent,  she  could  find  no  real  pleasure  ia  those  t« 
twka.     Her  strong  Jansenist  turn  induced  her  to  enter  a  i 
vont,  and  take  religious  vows ;  her  relatives  vainly  opp 
this  determination  :  she  carried  her  point,  and  became  abh 
of  the  convent  of  CheUea,  in  her  eighteenth  year.     This  cva 
produced  no  chnnge  in  ber  mode  of  life     Mother  Bathilda,| 
ahe  was  now  cidltfd,  still  indulged  in  her  love  for  doga,  bu 
and  fireworks ;  completely  destroying  the  peace  of  the 
recluses,  whom  nhe   bled   and   dtictortnl   hijrseH  when 
biippeued  to  be  ill,  and  tormented,  when  they  were  in  , 
LtVklth,  by  her  alternate  indulgence  and  aoaterity. 
wc-iry  of  her  fmwer,  the  young  abbess  at  length  resigriwl  It  j 
lavour  of  oPC  of  her  friends.     This  was  no  sooner  eSa 
than  she  wished  to  regain  her  freedom.     After  some  ! 
tiun  Rhe  removed  to  the  Benedictino  convent  of  la 
tin  Fresnel,  where  she  occupied  n  hundsome  rtpartme 
filieut  tiie  n'Uiainder  of  ber  life ;  her  active  mind  le 
to  study  tic  most  abstruse  aud  the  most  futile  aubje 
nately,  and,  whatever  she  did,  still  leaving  her  a  prey  < 
uncomiuoralile  enmti. 

Mademoiselle  de  Valois,    her  sister,  is    cliiufly  celebr 
for  her  attachnicnt  for  the  Dokc  of  Richelieu ;  whom  she  " 
Maid  to  introdnco  into  her  apartment  iu  the  Palais 
through  means  of  a  mysterious  cupboard,  supposed  to  con 
l-reHcrvea.     Madame,  to  whnni  she  gnvo  an  infinite  deal  i 
trouble,  disliked  her,  and  was  so  highly  incensed  at  Ric 
lien's  Audacity,  that  she  once  sent  him  word  not  to  appn 
be  place  wbere-sbe  then  wiia  with  her  jrnind-daught(?r,  if 
'■ted  bii  life.     The   duke   l\w)Vi^\xt  \t.  \»Tiii*;vA  \o  i**! 
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icn  the  regent  wisljed  to  many  Undemoiaelle  de  Vuloi*  to 
Prince   of   Pifiimtmt,    Madame    wtndiUly   informed   his 
thtr,  the  t^ueeti  (if  Sicily,  «f  the  young  princcfw'a  intriglio 
ill   Rii'liBlJeu.     Tlie   niatdi   was  immediately  broken   off. 
at  first  unnnyctl  by  his  mother's  indiscretion,   the 
ended  by  laughing  at  it;  but  it  is  likely  that  this  proof 
iw  secrecy  in  diplomatic  nwltors  confirmed  him  in  the 
live   »f   Dot   grajitiag    Ler    any  political   influence.     'I'hc 
riwrKter  of  Madame  would  not  have  allowed  her  to  possess 
-•••  lather.     She  f«lt  ni»  sympathy  with  the  world  in  •which 
•  I'd,  tind  it  bod  none  for  her.     When  her  death  occurred 
lio  was  scarculi'  missed  from  the  cnijrt  of  Franfe, 
1  ■  ii'We  who  did  not  appreciate  her  rejJ  wortli  respected 

Imv,  md  «he  was  universally  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the 
'  "  1  nacetsea  of  the  roj-al  family  whose  yirtne  remained  be- 

-.uspicion. 
B  Uer  eoiitemporaries  allied  her  a  woman  nf  the  oldeti  time  ; 
^b  miuy  of  those  who  Haw  her  aedudiug  herself  in  uiicom-' 
■hmisins  austerity  trom  a  carrui)t  court,  must  indeed  have 
B<  ttiiiided  of  one  of  those  Btitf,  gaunt  figures  of 

W>'  .  nidcly  drawn,  and  ungaiidy  in  their  beariris, 

Ht  fiili  of  truth,  originality,  and  sterling  worth. 
■The  characters  of  the  other  female  relatives  of  the  regent 
Hi  more  «igitificant,  so  fur  as  regards  tlieir  e[>fpfh,  than  that  of 
Hhlamii.  Tlie  ajuUhetie  pride  of  the  Duchess  of  Orleans,  t!><» 
Huidotied  profligacy  of  her  daughters,  the  Duchess  of  Herri 
^U  Mudetnotselle  de  Vaiols,  the  eccentric  and  restless  spirit 
■  "  "  iselle  do  Chartrcs,  paint  the  court  of  the  retrent  : 
M  <>f  wild,  unbridled  license,  whore  woman  w.vt  too 

Mich  fallen  to  KXercise  any  ]K>wer. 

Hin  regarding  those  licentious  times,  we  perceive  that  this 
^^er  reckle-tsneits  of  public  opiruon  springs  from  the  thirst  of 
B  •    which  tills   a  decaying  gode^.     Wild  systems, 

K^  .  ."'^    t'^  'he   covetousnesa   slid   prodigality  of  the 

^tap%  then  prevail ;  atheiiitica]  princes  dtg(liun  to  believe  in 
HOod,   whikt   they   studj'  the   occult   scimcesv   Ae^aAiA 
^^on  opctJj.-  sally  the  most  jJiustrioua  aames  oi  Yt^ucfc — 
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all  seem  to  feel  that  the  reign  of  the  aristocracy  is  dm  wing  to 
a.  cloae,  and  endeavour  to  give  themselves  a,  fictitiona  youth 
by  exccases,  "which  only  betray  the  corrupdou  of  old  age. 
And,  aa  though  to  mark  hov  deep  Ls  the  seat  of  that  corrup- 
tion, a  princess,  of  undoubted  virtue,  thinks  it  more  dia- 
honourable  for  her  grand-daughter  to  become  the  wife  of  a 
private  nobleman,  than  to'be  his  acknowled^d  mistress. 


4 
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-THE 


mflueuce  wliicL   tlio  rc^nt  did   uot  alluvv  womuii  to 

I  at  his  court,  was  soon  uxcrcised  in  ravour  of  Idn  ene- 

Li>ui6f-IKnciltctc    de    I5ourl)ou-CoiitiC,    Duclioss   iif 

•iiic,  waa  ilic  acknowledged  cbiuf  <if  llic  stroiij;  and  danger 

[larty  opjKised  to  his  jxiwer ;  her  high  raid:,  tdciits,  Jiud 

tibiUuu  rtiudereJ  her  iufiucuce   fumiidable  ;   and  hnd  sbo 

lly  Itcco  Ahlo  to  impart  ber  own  activo  aiid  eaei^gctic  H|jirit 

the  Uake  uf  Orleans  would  not  hare  ubtidiied 

lOUt  a  sevtj-u  strugglo. 

I'riiii  inilucDoe  of  Madame  <iu  Muinc  was  increased  hy  the 

seduclum   she    (termed, — a   aedutrtion    the   moro 

th£t  alio  was  utithcr  beautiful  nor  xtrtkiug  in  Ler 

mce.     Ilcr  ligune  was  not  gtKid,  and  was  as 

lautive  oa  tliat  of  a  child;  her  tutmner  wn£ 

Aod  petulant ;  but  she  coald,  when  she  chose,  give  it  u 

ht      '        ■  • ,  which  at  mux  betrayed  the  daughter  of  the 

<vly  Coiidta.     She  bnd  the  features  uf  her 

-more  thnrncteriiitic  and  expressive  than  beautiful ;  witJt 

•■  '-"'vi-d  hair,  ft  good  eoraplexiou  spoiled  by  ruuge,  and 

ive  eyes,  which  often  lit  up  bur  cuuntonauce  with 

Uauty.     8ho  was  naturally  clever,  and  hod  reccivod 

client   d.-uviicftl    education.     Her  wit    was   light  and 

Jlant ;  her  Unguage  rapid,  precise,  and  singularly  felicit- 

Thu  nrt  cf  talking  well  was  se!di>m  carried  farther  than 

i  her  liltti"  oimrt :  both  she  and  her  husband  eseellcd  in  this 

they  had  probably  awjtdred  it  from  tho  duke's  mothct, 

r  de  MotiUiapati,  wbi^  was  ct'lebrated  for  t\ie  \i.«e^iar3 
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wit  of  the  Mortemarta,  and  imparted  her  pure  aod  elegant 
phraseology  to  those  who  lived  in  her  intimacy.     The  ciasM' 
ter  of  Madume  du  Maine,  which  was  a  compound  of  super- 
ficial wit,  ambition,  and  caprice,  did  not  adapt  her,  however, 
to  the  high  political  part  she  was  anxious  to  act.     She  wa* 
bold,  active,  and  vehement,  but  deficient  in  moral  cortngc. 
She  could  etru^le  long  and  jwrseveringly  for  anji  object  tn  > 
view, — and  whether  this  object  was  the   discovery  uf  tli#] 
magic  square  or  the  regency  of  the  kingdom,  she  displajod  \ 
equal  energy :  but  there  was  more  restlessness  than  (^ete^  ! 
mination  in  her  character ;  and  she  never  learned  to  bw,  | 
with  even  common  equanimity,  the  misfortunes  occasioned  by  I 
her  own  imprudence.     Her  temper  was  violent,  fickle,  aod] 
selfish.     Notwithstanding  her  wit  and  learning,  she  had  M 
great  horror  of  sohtude  and  ennui,  and  could  not  dispensiil 
with  the  society  of  those  individuals  for  whom  she  cared  least 
"  I  am  very  fond  of  company,"  ^she  frankly  said,  "  for  I  listett^ 
to  no  one,  and  every  one  listens  to  me."     She  was  accordin^J^J 
seldom  to  be  found  alone.     The  crowd  which  surrounded  her 


ijeaioujr  uf  one  aootner.    Amongat  tbese  shepheids, 

to,  htt  gniTO  tutor  in  dasedcal  lore,  held  high  Uteraiy 

"His  decJBions,"  saya  the  lirely  Madame  de  Staal, 

the  same  in£dlibility  as  those  of  I*ythagoras  -with  hin 

es.  The  most  ardent  disputes  were  silenced  a.-*  soon 
words,  he  lias  said  it,  were  heard." 
yfothc,  the  relentless  fuc  of  versification,  ranked  amongst 
itonic  admirers  of  Madame  du  ]Maine.  Her  correepond- 
ith  him,  though  little  known  and  less  read,  stUl  exists  : 
e  Teiy  essence  of  that  light  and  frivolous  esprit,  which 
!r  an  agreeable  intellectual  vivacity,  than  what  we  call 
Those  letters,  if  not  intended  for  publication,  were  at 
ritten  to  be  widely  read,  like  almost  all  the  letters  of 
tificial  period ;  Madame  du  Maine's  were  gravely  dis-  HI 

at  the  house  of  Madame  dc  Lambert,  where  a  polite 
ly  met  every  Tuesday.  The  princess,  in  her  turn,  cir- 
the  epistles  she  received  amongst  her  jealous  shop- 
She  playfully  complains  to  De  la  Mothe  of  their 
r ;  and  he,  in  the  same  tone,  explains  the  transports  he 
need  on  receiving  her  List  letter,  brought  expressly 
asaux  by  a  courier.    Notwithstanding  the  insignificance 
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of  the  great  frieudHLlp  ^Iiulame  de  Miiintcnon  felt^or  htt] 
husband,  earnestly  besuught  to  be  con&idered  as  ber  daughur.  1 
The  kiiig,  Maditme  de  Maintenon,  and  Madame  da  Maine,  »1I-I 
laboured  to  effect   the  aggnuidiaeaient  of    the  duke  ;  who^ 
though  not  without  ambitioQ,  was  too  weak  and  timid  ta) 
labour  in  hia  own  cause.      The  violent  temper  of  his  wife 
little  as  Hhe  was,  she  had  the  reputation  of  beating  bim- 
her  tmntiltuoUB  amusements  at  Seeaux,  made  him  live  with  i 
great  a  degree  of  retirement  aa  he  could  indulge  id,     Dfr^l 
formed,  grave,  and  learned,  he  occupied  himself  with  tran»l»-| 
tiona  from  the  claasicH  ;  whilst  his  active  wife  moved  heav 
and  earth  to  secure  him  the  regency  at  the  death  of  the  kin^J 
It  was  quite  in  vain  she  endeavoured  to  rouse  bim ;  the  Duksl 
of  Maine  had  not  eveu  dormant  energies  to  awaken  :  sa  im' 
wife  bid  at  length  discovered,  when  she  bitterly  exclaimed : 
"You  will  find,  on  awakening  some  day,   that  yon  are  a 
member  of  the  Academy,  and  that  the  Duke  of  Orleans  b 
fegent  of  the  kingdom."     Only  the  latter  part  of  the  predic- 
tion waa  fulfilled. 
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rbom   her  inclination  or  her  polipy  had  fliawa  to- 

i^ldoin  had  there  been   seen  uii  assemblrigc  mun) 

,  in  wit  or  ui  courtly  graces,  than  that  which  gathered 

I  i.lcns  of  Sccmix.      Elegant  and  accomplished^ 

i  tbein  rfniarkiibh"  for  tht-ir  bL>imty,  mid  ;i  fe*^ 
■  mtrigues,  over  which  they  threw  nt  least  a  veil  of  decency 
nknown  at  the  court  of  the  n'geut,  daily  mingled  with  men 
I  jrwit  wit  and  tdetits,  which  were  too  often  wasted  in  thoat- 
niiig,  but  iiDprr.fit.'ible  assemblies. 
ngRt  iladttiuo  (ill  lliiine's  most  Ciiastant  guests  were 
stdent  Heuaait,  known  for  bis  songs  and  boo  muts ; 
■Aulaire,  wboao  hopeless  pnssion  for  the  diichea*  ■ 
iu  laiigni^luug  niadrigals ;  Malesieu,  h(-r  leumeilf 
lif>  rciui  thci  tragedies  of  Sojihoclcs  to  this  careless 
tthbge ;    Chaidieu,  the  gay   abbe  and    chiirnijng   poet, 
wit,   naivct<^,  «id  finesse,  seemed   unimpaired  by  old 
r,  author  of  admired  tragedies  now  forgotten,  whtlS 
li.i  I  lied  to  pijsterity  a  faithful  account  of  the  gaiotietffl 

r>y:Mux  ;  and  Yaubrun,  the  grave  and  obsequious  courtier, 
I  treated  trifles  witli  solemn  gravity,  lived  in  an  atniaiphcre 
iif  ft'te*,   \iii\hf  phr.ises,  and  etiquette,  till  he  was  actually 
me  do  Maine,  "  le  siddinie  du  fri vole."     The 
..     .  -.'..li  witty  and  refined  society  attraet-od  many 
iial  visitors ;  of  these  were  the  brilliant  Fontenelle ; 
lA  Jliithc,  the  iitgc-nious  antiigontut  of  Miidiane  Dacier ;  J.     , 
R    RouBBeau,  tht   poet,  and  that  yomig  and  daring  Armict, 
wbo  had  Dot  yet  ftcqmre<l  European  fame  under  the  jiamo 
nf   Voltaire      A    few  uf   Madame  du  Maine's  guests  were 
destintid  to  serve  her  political  views.     The  kmdaome,  elo- 

;irdiiml  de    Pulignac,   who  plottedM 
I  it,  vainly  affect cd  to  be  absorbed" 
hy  his  Latin  pnein  of  "  Anti-LucrScc,"  in  order  to  give  a 
BUnr.     '     '    ■  i .  his  visits.      The  gloomy  and  bitter  poet, 
Ijisraii  ■  I,  look   less   pains  to  conceal  that  hatred 

regent  wiiich  he  irxpreneutl  in  his  powerful,  thtitigii^ 

... , ;ve,  ;>hili/j/'itsi      £>o  Afcsmea,  the  prrnddul,  iWva^cT" 

ir&xn  itaJjuiif  du  Mnine  i;i5aeacei    the    yat\iiiinciity  m^A. 
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the  ambitious  young  Duke  of  Riclielieu,  were  amongst  the 
guests  whom  oomnion  interests,  more  thoD  sympathy  with 
its  raistrc^,  drew  to  Sceaui. 

The  individuals  who  composed  this  elegant  little  coar 
shared  their  days  fa«tween  intellectual  pursuits  and  luxunc 
induleucc.  The  madrigiils  of  M.  da  Saiiit>Aulatre,  or  the 
epistles  of  Chaulieu ;  the  philippics  of  Lagrange  Ctmocel ;] 
fragments  of  Arouet's  CE!dipe,  that  bitter  satire  of  the  regent'* 
profligacy;  M,  da  Maine's  translatiou  of  the  Cardinal  d*j 
Folignac'a  Anti-Lucr^e,  and  other  productions,  since  hariei] 
in  oblivion,  ministered  to  tbeir  daily  amusement.  The  evtu- 
ings  were  devoted  to  the  card-table,  to  dancing,  theatrioi 
performances,  and  fetes  in  the  open  sir,  of  the  duch^a  I 
tastical  order  of  the  Honey  Bee.  The  womea  who 
this  frivolous  existence  arc,  with  a  few  exceptions,  unkno 
to  posterity  :  one  of  them,  however,  has  left  a  name  dejtine^ 
to  survive  the  short-lived  glitter  of  those  splendid  festivitiM, 
in  which  her  humble  condition  forbade  her  to  mingle  opttily. 
We  allude  to  Mademoiselle  de  Launay,  whose  dmrming 
Memoirs  have  rendered  her  so  well  knoim,  under  the  name 
of  Baroness  of  Staal,  but  who  was  then  only  one  of  MtiiliTTill  J 

reduced    Made 


eatrioi     , 

iis'a  Eui-M 

abandS 

iknowafl 


Jfaine's  femmes  de  chambres. 
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iBitric*]  [imnf.  M.  dc  Rcy  was  in  tlie  habit  of  seeing  her 
ittnc,  ooaaionally,  from  ihe  house  of  a  luutii&l  frieud.  "  We 
wrv tliMi  iibhgeH,"  she  olwcrvea,  "to  cross  a  wide  jilacc,  and, 
ifl lie  cuiumenctment  of  our  aciiu.iintiiiice,  ha  aJways  (viilkct! 
»l«ij  tiio  iiidc8  of  this  place  ;  bat  I  now  saw  tiiot  he  simply 
tarand  it  in  the  middle,  whence  I  coucJitdeJ  tluit  hia  lure 
W  diminished  iu  the  same  priiiHjrtiou  which  exist«  between 
ftKliaguBjJ  tif  a  square  sud  the  sides  cf  the  ejune."  Mailt- 
rooiiifJtc  ds  Lauaay'i  yeoiuetry  was  evidently  practical. 

'Hie  dcftth  of  her  benefactress  threw  her,  unprotected,  on 

tlie  world  at  the  aaja  vt  seveuteen.      Fortunately  for  herself, 

tlip  '  '  ij  a  strong  scnxe  of  ind« 

[Ptiiii.;  _  }  offer  of  jiecuniary  lufsist 

luce,  ud  proceeded  to  Paris,  where  an  intimnto  friend  of 

FMifiamt'  du  Maine,  the  Duchess  de  la  Fert^,  took  her  under 

bur  |irfj|w:itoti.      This    kind,    though   capricious   Indy,    was 

Ipcatl)'  [ileasod    with   Mademoiselle   de    Launay,  whom  she 

iMlribited  ti>  her  aequaintauces  in  the  cburacter  of  a,  iTodigy,. 

fktdlett  of  the  humiliation  and  deep  shame  of  her  prot4g<S 
"Came,  nLaileniuiaeUe,"  she  once  ej^i^laimed,  in  the  presence" 
("f  »  friend,  "speak."  To  the  visitor:  "Ton  will  hear  how 
>  talks.  Speak  a  little  about  religion, — yott  CJin  say  soroe- 
hidg  else  nfier wards."  Tliougb  thus  put  to  the  test.  Made- 
Ue  de  Launay *s  conversational  powers  did  not  desert 
et  :  ition  of  her  wit  soon  extended  to  the  little 

jiirt    :  M  da  Maine,  who  thou^jht  of  confiding  to  her 

I  education  of  her  own  daughter.     But,  sm  the  first  novelty 
raninee  wore  otf,  the  pliu  was  abandoned.     The 
I'.as  do  la  fcrtfi  became,  moreover,  offended  with 
legce  ;  and  when  Mademoiselle  de  Launay  applied  to 
for  tho  jdaco  ■which   had  been   prorabed  her,  he 
plied,  that  the  only  place  Madmne  du  Maine  could  offer 
was  that  of  attendant  on  her  own  person.     The  unhappy 
^1  had  no  resource  but  to  submit  to  this  degrading  oti'er ; 
:  keenly  folt,  however,  the  buniiliations  of  ber  new  position. 
..ns  who  hud  iMiKiired  Iter  most  dunti^  Wt  \«m 
,,   Bunr  nlln-tcd  to  shun  her ;  and  'iiVaAu.mtt  <i>x 
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Maiaei  om  whom  ahc  vmited  daily,  srjinx'ly  dctgneii  to 
oonsciQiiA  of  her  existence.     A  tiilliDg  iucideut  dtw  hn  Int 
I  Lis  obscurity. 

A  beantifitl  girl,  named  Mademoiselle  T^tsrd,  who  eod 
Toored  to  pass  herself  off  foi  sn  inspinKl  ^bU,  had  dn* 
d(m*n  some  riditnile  on  Fontenelle  :  the  celebrated  anthiv  I 
the  "  Hi^toire  des  Oraclea "  was  seriooaly  asserted  to  hm 
Mbiovledged  her  power,  "  He  Launay,  yoa  ought  to  inite 
tu  il.  de  Fontfuelle,  and  teU  him  what  the  wodd  Haakut 
hiia,"  carelessly  observed  Modiunc  da  Maine  to  hn  yumf 
attendant.  Mademotselle  de  Laooay,  who  was  aoquaintasd 
with  the  witty  philosopher,  wrote  to  him  the  nme  day.  Faa- 
teneUe  was  pleased  with  the  graceful  railleiy  ol  hex  iMa, 
and  shewed  it  in  the  evening  to  some  friends,  who  hid, 
laoghiiigly,  brought  up  the  subject  of  Mademoiselle  T£<ari> 
The  lettbT  was  read  &nd  admired  ;  the  persona  present  took 
copies  of  it,  which  were  freely  circulated  over  all  Paris  oa  Iks 
following  day.  In  those  time^  when  a  weU-tumed  madiipl 
could  open  the  dtwra  of  the  French  Academy  to  Saint-Au 
it  waa  only  natural  that  Mademoi^lle  de  Laonay's  letter  i 
eigoy  greftt  success.  In  the  mjeantisie,  the  writer,  oo 
of  her  sodden,  popularity,  continoed  to  wait  un  her 
mtstiess,  and  to  signalise  herself  by  that  awkwardiiew  in  1 
iag  the  duties  of  her  place,  which  hod  brought  her  into  great 
contempt  among  the  body  of  the  w^ting^niaidjL 

Madame  du  Maine  learned  by  accident  the  &me  aeqa 
by  her  attendant  :  she  was  astonished,  and  heneefuttli 
more  notice  of  ILadcmoiaeUe  do  Launay ;  around  whom 
fltoeUy  gathered  many  of  the  remarkable  men  who  eaiM 
Sceaux,  .'uid  who  often  deaerted  the  saloons  of  their 
hostess,  for  the  gloomy  and  comfortless  room  of  her 
femme  de  chambre. 

The  Abb£  de   Vaubnin,   the   assiduous   courtier  air 
alluded  t4),  soon  requested  Mndemoiseile  de  lAimay'fl 
aitoe  for  »  (Ste,  wltich  MncUme  da  Maine's  predilection 
late  anuuements  induced  him  to  offer  her.     The  Ooddcoi 
Night,  petsouat«d  by  Mademoiselle  de  launay, 
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ffettid  before  iier  royal  highnoes,  and  tiumked  Ler,  in  a  net 
l|«xdi,  for  tie  preferent^c  she  ffwo  tliu  night  nvvr  daytiiue. 
iwa  Uw  origin  of  the  »niis  />htnchf)i,  to  whit-h  Uie  cuiirtly 
Jigerni  thus  alhidts  in  his  jtraraaJ  : — '•  Miuulny,  .'id  of  IH^- 
Bkr  ITU.    M4da>uc,  the  Ducijtiss  of  Mauie,  •who  is  always 
I  SccAnx,  and  will  not  return  until  the  eod  of  the  month, 
I  b«r  fcstivitiea.    Shu  acts  Athalie,  and  the  most  con- 
1  pcreons  about  court  tav  present    Fnjm  time  to  tunc 
ftm  in  «!80  at  St'eaux  what  is  called  the  nuilt  btanclta.    They 
•  marked  by  great  magiiitic«iiee  aitd  ^  it^'* 
I  Tbne  fertintiea  were  offered  to  Jlndanie  du  Maiuo  by  her 
■cecirdinij;  ti>  an  al[ihal)eticn!  Itjtterj'  wliith  tliey  itjul 
bed     Hu  who  drew  out  the  letter  B  Wii»  bound  to 
ft  ballet ;  C  was  (or  comedy  ;  U  for  opera  ;  and  so  on 
I  the  nsrt  of  the  alplmbct.     Sfadcraoisellu  do  Lammy  «iin- 
for  lie  unit*  Uaruhft  sevfnJ  iii^eniuits  pbiya,  whieh 
"added  to  their  lustre.     Tlie  death  of   Lmis  XIV.,    'id  the 
by  wliich  it  was  followed,  interrupted,  for  a  lint.     ''!■».<• 
I  gaieties. 

no  du  Mnjne  now  removed  tf)  Paris,  and  took  iijt  . 

[  the  Tuilcriee.     Miulfiuoisellu  de  L;iuuay,  whose  Irn 

to  read  her  mistrc^  to  sleep,  soou  acquired  a  large^ 

of  her  confidence,  and  was  uiitiated  into  all  her  ho[K's 

scheiuea  for  the  future.     But,  though  tihe  roste  so  much 

I  favour  as  to  relinquish  her  duties  of  attendant,  and  to  be 

red  »  maid  of  her  own,  the  occasional  hauteur  of  the 

besit  never  allowed  her  to  forgot  her  mibordlnato  position. 

i  world  wa*  less  rigorou.4    Though  she  had  only  an  olweare 

HAini,  without  window  or  fiieplace,  in  which  to  receive 

^frieods.  Mademoiselle  dc  Launay  gaily  eo«fei«ea  that  she 

I  BOTcr  »t  a  loss  for  company.     The  witty  Duke  of  Crancas, 

BeJle,  R^mond.  and  the  Ablwj  do  Chaulieu,  (who,  though 

I  a  romaiitie  attachment  for 

mi  ,        11.-J  who  wilhiigly  overlookec^ 

k>dgiug  of  the  young  femme  de  chambre  for  the 

I  of  h«T  society.     The  barmletss  passion  of  Chaulieu,  which 

I  ill  iioiue  of  the  l&st  voracs  be  ever  wrote,  reudered 
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tiie  life  of  )[>demoiselle  Ae  Li<ic:tr  vcrv  pleaauit     His  i 
mge  was  alwajs  at  htt  dispw^;  be  ii«Ter  Tmted  her 
with  her  expTOss  pennisaian ;  Mtd,  whenever  she  ajrrecd 
Lonoiir  them  vidt  her  pnMtice,  he  gftve  ekgsnt  futes,  wh 
I  be  most  select  compaajr  of  Buis  was  asaembled,  for 
oxnosement.     The  intrigues  ol  Madame  da  Maine,  in 
MadeiaoiaeUe  de  LAunay  was  called  to  join,  ooon 
this  agreeable  Iif& 

The  active  dachess  was  then  bnalr  en^kged  in  repu 
attacks  of  her  munerons  enemiei^     The  weakn^s  of  tha^ 
»{  Maine  encouraged  the  princes  of  the  blood  to  protest  i 
the  edicts  by  which  the  legitimised  children  of  Louis  . 
had  been  rendered  their  equals  in  rank.     Madame  da  Ma 
jmswered  thb  attack  hy  a  niemorial»  in  which  the  rights  of  \ 
legitiiiused  princes  were  defended  b;  all  the  arguments  one 
iir  modem  history  could  fvunkih.     She  was  assisted  in 
labonrs  by  the  Cardinal  de  Polignac,  Malesien,  and 
seQe  de  I^unay.     The  hours  which  bod  formerly  been  i 
ti>  pteostire  were  now  deroted  to  study;  and  the  bed  of 
dach^  was  nightly  covered  with  hnge  foUoe,  under  whid^  | 
she  huigbingly  obsenred,  she  Uy  buried,  like  Enceladtu  1 
Mount  Etna.     When  excess  of  fatigue  caused  her  to  i 
her  task,  she  was  read  to  sleep  by  Mademoiselle  de  '. 
who,  in  her  turn,  endeavoured  to  snatch  a  few  hours  of  tronl 
repose. 

The  memoria]  proved  ineffectual,  and  the  legitiinised  | 
WKS  deprived  of  the  right  of  succession  to  the  crown.     Am  i 
answer  to  Madame  du  Maine's  threats  of  revenge^  the  i 
moreover,  took  from  her  husband  the  supeiintendenee  of  I 
young  king's  education,  in  presence  of  the  [larliament ;  wl 
resistance  t<.>  the  introduction  of  Law's  system  he  asctibad  i 
her  influence.     The  Duke  of  Maine  and  the  Count  of  To 
who  both  assisted  at  the  proceedings,  withdrew,  on  the  : 
hint  uf  the  measures  which  were  going  to  be  taken 
them.      The  parliament  witnessed  the  degradatioa  of  tbdr 
protector,  and  saw  their  own  edicts  against  Law  brokra  by  I 
ngea^it  cuuncU,  without  venturing  to  remaofitnt«.    Witax  I 
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k^MOiI  Ai-  t   bfl'iire  tier,  liumMsii 

cr«5»t-t>  -aided  llivui  for  iJieirj 

iior,  in  the  uw»t  liitter  iiud  vinlrnt  Unjrunge.     The  we 

!•    '    "     '     *' 1  with  dtcp  aud  s-'iraistip.  con- ' 

!lfil  to  Icjive  the  o[wrtinent  in 

ii'i)  iif  LcT  huslmml's  lute 

,     .  .-.,"-iand  wantof  rcaldiKiiitj, 

all  the  loukiog-glaatiea,  [torceLiins,  and  other  fn- 

'    '  iiicd.     Prudent  rciUKnslraijtearj 

.lemjit  ;  mid  m  llic  height 

hcsitfttiogiy  cxckiraed  :    "  My   Lusbiuid 

.....  cowardji :     1 — though  only  n  womaa — j 

to  of  imking  au  audk-uce  fium  the  rt-gent,  i 

'  r  in  hifi  hcnrl." 

■  Ix'lievfd  "the  little  dwarf"  capable  of  any 

fiobsx*,  felt  really  idarmcxl  for  her  son's  safety,     Though  hu 

t—lg*"^  *^  l><^  feATS,  the  reg«nt  kvjit  a  strict  watch  on  tliu 

I  iif  tbi>  dufhrjtg,     Madame  dn  M;unu  waa,  iudewl,  bent 


npoQ  rrvui 


'-■  jects  were  favoureil  by  the  stntc  of  tho 

.    .1  i>ohcy,  affected  by  the  Duke  of  Orlemuq 

■  the  regonry,  ma  «oon  rchnquished  by  hitn  j 

'lief  j.ioj)ul.'U-ity.     The  jirii  '  int 

jirirty   hud    rendered  tli>  '  ns 

'\  [lower  of  the  English  t'ommoiia. 

.;..-  -i.ut,  the  r>uke  of  Orleans  broke  their 

de()rived  them  cif  the  right  of  romoiistrauice. 

11  tent  in  I'uris.     The 

■  ijont.     The  despotic 

II  of  mooarchy  nnder  Utcheliea  and  Limia  XfV., 

itu  t«i  future  ).T<-:itiicss  and  freediini,  was  still  considemi 

ire  mid  tvmniiiaiL     The  seiiae  of  luciil  indcjm'ndelice 

I  n  «tn>i.  uiy,  tliAl  thn  Ktiites  refused  to  [lay  the 

I  bud  ui    .: ;  by  the  regent,  mid  carried  on  secret  in- 

tagam  «itli  Alljejtwi ;  nforing  to  rvcoguise  liis  iiiast«r,  Philip 
,  rogtot,  proviiled  thcLr  jiruviuce  ahmild  beoomo  once  morVi 
iadcjieniient  duihy,     M,vL<ui)«  du    MAine  shewed   mncli 
'  IB  tonung  this  griKml  discuntent  to  ber  owu  adnm- 


>  wluLr^y  1' 


so 
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t^:  die  —ecMiigBJ  tint  paafimeat,  piunaoed  to  aid 
BiMaw,  and  coacilMttd  the  «kok  ptonacul  noUase^  bgr  i 
gml'iiig  the  oDovocatiaa  of  tht  statw^encnl ;  m  bmmut*  wkirA 
kad  slviTs  inrolred  the  kingdon  in  tnnBoil,  «ad  was,  tho*- 
ion,  popskr  mith  a  mtkn  aad  imWliniw  ariBtoaaey. 

Tkd  tii<l«iM«»  of  the  dnefcan  orar  Ktantvre  wiahlfd  htr  to 
urn  Ml  Ae  atipo{mhri^  of  the  ityint.  Hie  (Edipe  til  Tol* 
taiie,  thon^  patroDised  by  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  was  a 
attack  i^aiBBt  him  and  Madame  da  Bern ;  wham  tha  Vm* 
warn  KKm  eaOed  Beiri-Joaate:  ahe  affleetcd  not  to  oadentMl 
the  aUniriffli,  and  aaawtrd  fi««  timea  at  the  popular  tn^ljr  W 
wUdi  Tdtaiie  via  peaaoned  bf  her  fatther.  Hm 
of  La  GnagaChaaed  wen  more  Often;  evety  ionectiva,  1 
the  BKMt  bitter  hatnd  eonld  imaging  waa  hea{ied  by  thei 
anthiopsc  poet  co  the  r^ent.  When  these  odiooa  ] 
were  read  to  him,  the  prince  affKted  to  trvat  them 
aanal  cardewneBB ;  bnt,  on  hHoiag  thoee  lines  which  i 
him  of  pniaotting  hia  idattre^  and  of  ■^■■t««««*< 
aslovpoiaoa  to  the  yotmg  ktn^  teanof  shame  and  i 
tiom  foUad  down  ^e  cheeks  of  Philip  of  Orieana.  La  i 
Chaaoel  was  sever^y  poniahed ;  but  the  eflect  of  his  i 
niea  rantained  in  the  heaita  of  the  peopfe 

Hie  poblieation  of  the  memous  of  Girdinal  de  Reta  t 
bovever,  be  oooaidaed  as  the  Uterary  «oup-d'£tBi  of  '. 
dn    Haiite.     Her    tutor,    Malesieit,  ImumI    the 
uasmgH  fbt^tteu  platen  in  the  libmy  of  the  PlraaidHk| 
Mtenea :  he  softened  down  a  few  passs^ce,  and  gave  tha  i 
molia  to  the  public,  under  the  goidsAoe  of  the  daehoMk 
aooeeas  was  truly  prodigioaa.     ladepSDdcot  of  their  lit 
merit,  these  memata,  which  related  to  the  diaotxlen  of 
Froode  under  the  regency  of  Aime  of  Atiatria,  gave  free  < 
to  hopes  and  aUusions  openly  enoooraged  by  MAdama 
Maine ;  who,  beloagiog  to  the  same  £unily  as  the 
Dnchess  of  Longuenlle,  ku^^  to  act,  liko  her,  tha 
haroine  and  leader. 

The  duef  intrigues  of  Hadaisa  du  Maine  vera  carried  ea 
Spain.     Philip  V.  had  agreed  to,  loavB  iar  hosbguid  Iha 
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mi  power,  juRmtlwl   hU  riglit  of  heir-pro.'mmptivo  to  tbe 
w^n  acknowledged  by  the  title  of  regent     Wis  ia»- 
or,  CdUimare,  had  received  icstructimis  from  Alboroui 
I  fuitker  the  view»  of  tlie  ducbf-it  by  all  the  me&ns  in  liiH 
wei.      Her  own    personal  adherents  were  M)i]i!«ica,    Ue 
Madeinoisdli!  da  IiAunay,  and  the  Cudiiukl  of  Polig- 
rl-  "     rrors  of  diacoveiy  alternately  hurried 

.113  of  the  other  ermspirators.     Thi« 
ver  and  iiiAinmitiiig  prelate  was  little  adapted  fi  ir  the  iiitrignt:* 
rb  he  waa  led  by  hia  love  of,  aggmndisemcnt.     lIi-5 
Vu  Ictiroing  and  literary  tastes  fitted  hitn  for  an  elegiint 
TlUlvUieat,  from  which  his  umhition  induced  him  to  enicrKe  iu 
hope  of  bettering  hbi  furtunea.     His  chiuncter  was  timid 
racLUating ;  ho  bad  only  a  feeble  sense  of  honour,  and 
:i  30  high  OS  that  of  his  seir-jireserv:i:i'  n 
:;iTing  aach  a  man  to  share  aud  guid<  I'  i 
Bciis  wnj<  manifest ;  but  Madame  du  Maine  gnve  another 
f>(  iif  ber  hecdk-!SKue<is,  b}-  the  efforts  which  uLu  uiiule  tii 
ciirv  the  aA>ii)<t:mcc  of  the  Duke  of  Richelieu. 

diiku  wafl  then   in    hm  twenty-sucond  year ;  he   vnm 
ae,  was  acknowlcifged  to  dnm  ininiitobly,  and  twti 
of  the  royal  blood,  Mademoiselle  de  Viilois  and 
nuiadte  de  Clermont,  of  the  house  of  Conde,  had  quar- 
im  hti  ncootint.     The  regent,  however,  inortitied  him 
ily  by  Irtcititig  with  contempt  his  pretenNit)n3  to  diplo- 
Albcroni  seized  this  opportunity  to  write  him  a  letter, 
is  whicii  be  prained  bin  ffreat  taienU.     The  epistle  was  well- 
'I  traarting  from  Im  recoiit  luortifiwir 
,  *L.  \  onne,  where  his  regiiueiit  was  quur- 

(o  forward  the  cause  of  the  Spanish  king  iu  thsi 
province*.     With  Madame  du  Maine's  secret  views, 
dakfi  wiu  not  ac<piaiut4.'d :  she  attached,  however,  great 
hia  co-operation,  and  looked  npon  Mm  aa  another 
coospiriug  iu  the  midst  of  pleaBuiei 
Uarquia  of  Pompadour,  blindly  devoted  to  Philip  V., 
[adreorarcr,  numrd  tlic  A.bb6  Brigaut,  and  the  Marquis  of 
of  lh«  lioblu  hotue  of  Moutmoreuvy — 'whum  his  oiti* 
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modtj  Against  the  regent,  more  than  his  zeal  for  Miuiame  ( 

Miiine,  iiiiiufeil  to  act  us  litT  cuiR'Unitir! 
Collamaro— also  entered  into  her  pliuis 
soniil  ambition.     Such  yari(>d  elements  of  action  pran 
uotbing  but  confusion.     The  conspiratora  spoke  t)f  a  war 
tween   France  aiid  Spain,  concluded  tbat  the  regtiut  Troiild 
take  the  ccimimind  of  the  army,  fixed  on  the  camp  \iv  ■■ 
occupy,  and  talked  of  carrying  him  off  thence  to  the  c.i- 
Toledo.    On  this  chimerical  basis  rested  the  whole  pbL 
chief  rcsidta,  in  case  of  micceas,  were  to  be  the  <1-        '' 
the  rt'gent,  the  aggiundiseuieut  of  the  Duke  of  M. 
a  few  ambitioii.s  partisans,  a  civil  war,  ami  the  iutroductioBJ 
n  foreign  foe.     But  Madame  dn  Maine  had  often  decla 
"  that  those  wlio  had  once  been  princes  of  tho  blood,  and  i 
Lvitli  thut  title  possessed  the  right  of  miccessiou  V 
pBuglit  lo  rouse  and  convulse  the  whole  kingdom 
fall  froiir  this  high  rank." 

The  plot  was,  however,  prematurely  discovered,  tLroogh  I 
invprudtnce  of  one  of  Cellamare's  secretaries ;  who  one  i 
ing  excused  himself  to  his  mistress  for  having  del.iyed 
visit,  by  stating  that  he  had  been  engaged  all  day  in 
scribing  important  despatches  to  be  sent  to  S[wn.     The  I 
cumstatice  boou  reached  Dubois  ;  he  cansed  the  de 
be  sviTA'd  ;  they  fnlly  incriminated  CcUamare  and  his  : 
The  ambasRiidtir  va»  immediately  arrested,  as  well  as  Si 
lieu,  Brigaut,  Pompadour,  and  Laval ;  who  were  sent  to 
Bastile.     It  has  been  a^.'^erted  that  Dubois  and  the 
suppressed  the  strongest  proofs  against  the  Duke  a  ■  ■  t 
•if  Mslne,  and  only  produced  those  nAcssary  to  j ' 
ap{niobctiBion.      Before  causing    Madame  du   Maine  to 
arrested,  the  regent  induced  the  Duko  of  Bourbon — » 
though   her   nephew,  was  also  her  most  active  enenjy- 
allow  her  to  be  imjirisoncd  in  the  ctstlo  of  Dijoii,  of  wh 
he  was  then  governor.     The  regent's  object  was  to 
secure  and  distant  ]>rison  for  Madame  du  Maine,  whose  ^)| 
and  energy  rendered  her  a  dangerous  captivo ;  and,  bj  ] 
her  under  the  custody  of  her  own  nepLew,  to  impreas  (n  | 
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filtc  mind  the  rsnlicy  of  Iter  gailt,  witliuut  the  necessity  of 
l:  which  bcr  »rx  and  higL  rank  Ti>uld  have  rendonivl  via- 
ling. 

igh  coiiscioiw  of  their  a()iirrifvi.'hiTr  'le  Dachess 

ae  ond  her  husliaiul  sheTcott  iiu  ;.  ;  they  re- 

visitun  as  usual,  and  the  festivities  of  Sc«aaz  were  not 
"  '!.     Oa  the  evening  of  the  17th  of  Pecombcr 
m  jkfaine  suI'JkmI  with  her  friend  the  Slar<(iiiji 
locetu!!,  capt^u  of  the  guard*  ,  tin*  next  mnniiiij;  he  fut».'r«.>d 
ucnt  at  All  early  huur,  nail  infonued  her  that  it  Wiut 
ble  duty  to  make  her  bis  prisoner.     The  duehcsN 
ked  why  he  had  wakened  lier  up  so  •■arly,  and 
fduumr,  f)tiei«irt'd  to  acu-onipaiiy  him.     She  was  ; 
IkJ  lo  bellevo  tliat  Fontaintiblcau,  or  some  other  royal 
would  bu  her  re:iidunce ;  bat  when  she  saw  herself 
to  the  cattle  of  Dijon,  to  ba  kept  there  under  the 
Vntorl  wn  nephew,  her  nge  knew  no  bnund.s.     She 

ntipt  II  !iy  turns,  deitukiidiiig  If  this  was  all  the  rcRipirt 

ptki  to  her  nuik.     When  this  Gt  of  pasdon  ha<i  subsided,  sh(< 
;icd  to  her  fiite,  and  jibiyed  cards  ;dl  the  day 
persoua  of  her  suite  who  had  beeu  allowed  to 
ay  her. 

aoifielle  ile  Lauuiiy  was  sot  of  the  number  ;  Abe  w.ts 

ued  III  tiie  Qdstile  with  her  fiuthful  tuaid,  who  had  in- 

I  OQ  nharing  her  eajitivity.     The   Dudiesa  of  Tiourbiiu, 

of   Madame   du   .Maine,   had  vaiidy  a.sked   that  her 

liter  might  be  allowed  the  society  of  her  favourite  femnie 

sbie.     Xladame,  whose  intcroeflsion  she  had  requested 

titalter,  indigaaiitly  replied,  "That  Shulemoiselle  de 

iy  WAS  a  great  iutrigrintt*,  who  hsid  t'onduct«d  the  whole 

Uut  tiia  Win  in  the  Batttile,  and  du.ser^^ed  to  renuiri 

MftdcmoiscJle  do  Launay  exfjiated  the  honour  of 

hern  in  the  confidence  of  a  prtnccsa,  by  a  close  im- 

Bciit  of  a  ye.v  and  a  half.     Her  chief  aniusomeiits, 

Xhe  first  months  of  her  captivity,  were  the  study  of 

It'-  ' rie.  and  the  gambob  of  a  cat  and  her  kittens; 

,  L  liat  infested  her  room  Lad  oompcllcd  her  to 
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.- :  f  r.  !!•  :-.ri::.i::.:.l::.j  l;or  jrvvi-  v>  di-likv  •■:  :■.:  :;;.:.">.  ^L^ 
:•.-■  ji»'kc  fj"ai  Lcr  v.iiiil''W  t-j  Kiclu-.itu.  wl.  ■  »".:»  i;..;ir- 
o-raUil  ill  ;i  difitrint  f>art  <-i  the  fortress,  Uhl.  with  trjt 
French  ins-iuciaiice.  they  gaily  Siing  together  airs  fS-rn  iLe 
•  •[lerd  <>f  Iphigenia.  M.  de  MaL$<jn-IIougo,  lieutenant  of  the 
Ikkitile.  was  ^cretly  smitten  with  his  fiir  captive.  In  order 
to  divert  her  ennui,  he  indaced  her  to  enter  into  a  plarfdi 
correspondence  ■with  i>iie  of  her  fellow-prisoners,  the  Chevalier 
de  Menil;  who  was  indirectly  implicated  in  the  Cellamare 
conspiracy,  by  having  been  the  depositor  of  the  Abb^  Bri- 
(.■aut's  p:i{«rs.  Maison-Kouge  undertook  to  be  the  bearer  ct 
their  letters,  which  only  ran  on  the  most  trifling  subjects; 
and  he  carried  the  complaisance  so  far  as  to  procure  them  a  few 
interviews.  The  result,  under  such  romantic  circumstances, 
was  a  mutual  attachment  The  imprudent  lieutenant  aooD 
{•erccived  the  state  of  Mademoiselle  de  Launay's  feelingi; 
)  ut,  thi'iush  he  felt  deeply  grieved,  he  was  too  generons  to 
ppitit  by  his  power.  He  continued  to  £tvour  occaaonal  in- 
terviews between  the  lovers,  and  even  to  be  the  messenger  of 
their  corresi^ondeuce.  Th>>ugh  MademoL-eJe  de  Launay's  love 
fiT  the  chevalier  appears  to  have  been  very  sincere,  the  letters 
in  which  it  is  expressed  do  not  convey  the  impression  of  a 
deep  nr  fervent  affection.  The  style  is  invariably  cold,  pte- 
i-i>e.  and  elegant,  and  notwithstanding  the  occasional  tender- 
ne?.«  of  the  .-(entimeuts,  it  is  difficult  not  to  think  with  the 
rhevalier  de  Meuil,  that  the  feelings  of  the  writer  resided 
eiiiedy  in  her  brain.  Mademoiselle  de  Lannay  pn>ved,  how- 
ever. iui>re  constant  than  the  chevalier:  for  though  hii  pas- 
si)  <n  at  first  seemed  very  ardent,  it  cooled  as  he  became  ac- 
iii-itoined  to  the  romance  of  their  intercourse.  On  leaving 
t.:>>  Iki.'jtile,  he  proved  entirely  faithless,  and  married  an- 
<u'i'>r. 

Whilst  luve  was  thus  beguiling  the  tedious  hours  of  Made- 
moiselle de  Launay's  captivity,  her  royal  mistress  became  m> 
heartily  weaiy  of  confinement  as  to  make  her  submisaioB  to 
the  regent  She  wrote  him  a  letter  in  which  she  con£eswd 
her  guilt,  and,  as  she  felt  protected  hy  htx  sex,  laid  the  whole 
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blame  on  bersel^  and  completelj  exonerated  her  husband. 

Thoagh  she  spared  her  intimate  friends,  she  heartlessly  sig- 

>       tajiied  her  other  accomplices  to  the  regent's  notice.    Amongst 

^       those  whom  she  betrayed  were  Pompadour,  whom  she  treated 

'^      vith  great  contempt ;  Laval,  Cellamare,  and  several  of  the 

;      Bnton  nobler     This  letter,  which  was  read  in  the  regent's 

f      taembled  council,  has  remained  as  an  indelible  stain  on  the 

~|      character  of  the  weak  and  selfish  princess.     Though  she  thus 

"  I      rtpined  her  freedom,  Madame  du  Midne  was  highly  indignant 

;      to  see  herself  ex^ioscd  :  even  whilst  reaping  the  benefit  of  her 

;<      treacheij,  she  wished  to  bo  8j>ared  the  shame  it  so  fully 

'^      dwerred.      Her  husband  was  liberated  about  the  same  time ; 

/      he  feigned  great-  anger  at  the  imprudent  conduct  of  his  wife, 

!      ud  refused  to  see  her.     Madame  du  Maine  begged  of  the 

r      regent  to  intercede  for  her  with  him ;  as  he  was  not  the  dupe 

of  the  comedy  they  were  acting,  he  ironically  ropliod,  th;it 

her  power  over  her  husband  must  be  greater  than  lii»  :  slic 

took  this  for  a  compliment,  and,  springing  up  from  her  seat, 

kissed  him  on  both  cheeks  in  spite  of  his  resistance.     Bufurc 

sis.  months  were  over,  the  Duke  of  Maine  had  forgiven  his 

wife  ;  they  resumed  their  fonner  mode  of  existence,  and  the 

little  court  of  Sceaux  was  soon  as  gay  as  ever. 

The  pri.soners  of  inferior  rank  were  more  harshly  treated : 
Laval,  in  particular,  who  never  forgave  Madame  du  Maine. 
On  seeing  the  conspiracy  discovered,  the  Cardinal  of  I'olignac 
had  sought  an  interview  with  the  regent,  to  whom  he  solemnly 
jirotcsted  his  innocence.  The  prince,  who  only  felt  contempt 
for  his  weak  character,  merely  exiled  him  to  hi.s  Abbaye  of 
Anchin,  where  the  dLsappoiuted  politician  resumed  the  coni- 
jxisition  of  his  Latin  poem.  De  ilusmcs  wished  to  adopt  a 
similar  course,  and  assuring  Mademoiselle  de  la  Chausseniie 
that  he  wa.s  entirely  guiltless,  induced  her  to  procure  him  u 
meeting  with  the  R'gent,  over  whom  .she  possessed  .some  intlu- 
ence.  A\licn  the  prei.idt.-iit  had  repeatedly  asserted  his  iiino- 
•"ence,  the  prince,  who  had  heard  him  in  silence,  suddenly 
.••hewed  him  the  proofs  of  his  guilt  in  his  own  handwriting, 
nad  left  him  with  visible  indi;;uation.     Mademoiselle  de  lu 
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dumsserale's  intercesiion  Alone  saved  the  culprit  {rom  tkfl 
punisbinent  hU  duplieitj  deaeired. 

Although  the  regent  asserted  tkat  he  had  four  times  man 
proof  than  he  needed,  in  order  to  c&nae  the  Diike  of  Richefifl 
to  be  beheaded  for  high  treawm,  the  ambitious  yonng  sohl^l 
naaa  was  uot  punished  with  nKii«  than  a  three  mouths'  impiv  ( 
soament  in  the  Bastile.  Mademoiselle  de  Ynlois  nbtained  hi* 
&Bedom  from  her  father,  by  oonsentiiig  to  marrf  the  Dak«  ut 
Modenx  Even  his  captivity  proved  gratifying  to  KicheUe^* 
vanity  ;  for,  when  it  was  known  that  the  governor  had  allowHl 
him  to  walk  d&ily  on  the  bastion  of  the  fortress,  l&dies  at 
rank  deserted  the  Coar»-la-Reiue,  and  thronged  in  tJieir  car- 
riages to  the  Boulevards,  in  order  t4>  cutch  a  glimpse  of  tfe 
handsome  prisoner.  The  anhiippy  Bretons  suffered  moat: 
aevertU  of  their  leaders  were  pubUcly  executed,  while  the  rest 
expiated  in  exile  their  dream  of  promiciftl  independence. 

Mademoiaetle  de  I^onay  was  liberated  several  moiitb>t  1 
than  her  mistress.     This  was  owing  to  the  honourable 
tanoe  she  fett  to  reveal  anything  likely  to  compromise 
da  Maine  and  her  friends.     When  she  was  insidiously  ; 
that  the  duchess  authotised  her  to  tell  all  she  knew,  she  cooQy 
re|ili«d,  that  if  captivity  hod  injured  Madame  du 
nnderitanding,  it  had  not  produced  the  same  effect  npoa^ 
and  that,  not  having  been  intrusted  with  any  matter  of 
portancc,  she  had  nothing  to  say.     It  was  only  on  receiniig  t 
[irivate  message  from  Madame  du  Maine,  that  ifademo 
de  L»unay  at  length  consented  to  disclose  a  few  iu^gnifieaat 
circumstances  alre^y  known  to  the  regent ;  the  mora  tm- 
[tortant  questions  addressed    to  her  she   eluded  with  maoii 

idence  and  sagacity.      As  her  submission  was  what  fht 
It  chiefly  wanted,  he  soon  ordered  her  to  be  liberated. 
Though  Madame  du  Maine  had  not  foipjtten  her  fiiYotxrits 

endant  during  their  long  separation,  and  had  even  per- 

lally  interceded  MilU  the  Duke  of  Orlc«os  in  ordfT  to  obtaia 

^-  freedom,  she  received  her  with  more  eolthiess  than  might 
ive  been  antici[utted  :  to  judge,  at  le.<k«t,  from  Miu{emoi*«Il« 

i  lAuna}'*s  accottut     "  I  arrired  at  Soeanx  iu  the  evening  ; 
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Madame  da  Maine  was  at  the  promenade.    I  went  to  meet 
her  in  the  garden.     She  saw  me,  caused  her  caldche  to  stop, 
and  aaid,  '  Ah !  there  is  Mademoiselle  de  Launay ;  I  am  glad 
to  tee  yon.'    I  approached,  she  embraced  me,  and  went  on." 
Such  was  Mademoiaclle  de  Launay's  welcome,  after  a  captivity 
of  a  year  and  a  half,  endnrcd  for  the  sake  of  her  mistress. 
Xotvith-standing  this  cold  and  traasporcnt  selfishness,  the 
dndiess  soon  restored  her  confidence,  and  as  much  affection  as 
the  was  capable  of  feeling,  to  Mademoiselle  de  Launay.     Her 
position  was  no  longer  that  of  femme  de  chambre  ;  and  the 
bononnble  firmness  she  had  displayed  in  the  cause  of  Madame 
da  Maine,  made  her  be  considered  as  a  personal  friend,  and 
die«r  her  universal  consideration.     At  the  same  time  her  want 
of  birth  and  rank  still  subjected  her  to  so  many  annoyances 
and  humiliations,  that  she  resolved  to  many  for  the  sake  of 
acquiring  a  position  in  the  world.     As  the  Chevalier  de  Mi-nil 
had  proved  inconstant,  she  dctcnnined  to  bestow  her  hand  on 
M.  de  MaLson-Ilouge,  who  was  still  devotedly  attached  to  her, 
and  whose  noble  character  she  fully  apprccuitod  ;  but  he  un- 
fortunately died  before  the  project  could  be  fullilled.    Several 
years  after  this  event,  Mad.imc  du  Maine  married  her  protegee 
to  the  Baron  of  Sta.il,  a  Swiss  oflicer  in  the  French  service. 
This  marriage,  which  was  strictly  one  of  conveiiancc  on  either 
side,  proved,  however,  tolerably  happy,  and  gave  Madame  do 
Staal  a  rank  in  the  household  of  the  duches^<. 

The  political  part  of  Madamo  de  Maine  ended  with  Iht 
taptivity.  However  much  her  ambitious  si)irit  might  long 
fur  new  intrigues,  the  policy  of  the  regent,  in  marrying  one  of 
his  daughters  to  the  Prince  of  Asturias  and  betnithing  the 
Iiiftmta  to  LouLs  XV.,  de.stroyed  her  last  ehanoc  of  Jisturliiiig 
the  kingdom  by  seeking  the  aid  of  Spain.  Ilor  pciwcr  had 
RirVrr  rested  on  a  sufficiently  broad  principle  tt)  resist  tlii-i 
attack  :  it  was  based  on  narrow  court  intrigues,  and  did 
n'lt  even  jjo-^ssess  the  sympathy  of  those  whu  cniispired 
mill  hor  :  each  had  his  own  private  views,  which  impaired 
the  unity  of  the  plot  Even  if  it  had  not  been  discovered 
by  accident,  the  CelLimarc  conspiracy  must  have  proved  a 
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failure :   it  had  none  of  the  elements  of  snoceas  or  popv- 
larity. 

Though  the  little  court  of  Sceanx  continued  to  be  the  resort 
of  many  celebrated  and  remarkable  individuals,  it  vas  nercr 
again  so  brilliant  as  it  had  been  during  the  first  years  of  the 
regency.  Disappointed  ambition  had  soured  the  temper  of 
the  duchcfs-!,  whilst  the  activity  of  her  mind,  wasted  on  tribes, 
added  to  the  ennui  which  marked  her  life.  To  de:itniy  the 
comfort  of  others,  to  complain  of  hur  melancholy  fate,  and 
carry  her  ennui  everj'where  with  her,  seemed  henceforth  the 
destiny  of  the  once  gay  princess.  But  the  world,  which  had 
treated  her  youthful  caprices  with  indulgence,  proved  more 
severe  as  she  advanced  in  life,  and  partly  justified  her  oom- 
p'aints,  by  forsaking  her.  Though  these  circumstances  caused 
her  literary  influence  to  decline,  it  was  more  real  and  more 
Ia.sting  than  her  political  power.  If  she  gave  no  new  impuUe 
to  gc-uiiLs,  she  a.s3istcd  its  development,  and  had  enough  taste 
to  feel  the  sujieriority  of  Voltaire,  when  the  envy  of  his  con- 
temporaries proclaimed  him  inferior  to  CrebilloiL  The  chief 
merit  of  Madame  du  Maine  did  not  consist,  however,  in  her 
appreci.-ition  of  geiuus,  but  in  having  contributed  to  give  a 
yti/lf  to  conversation.  The  purity,  clcames.s,  and  elegance 
which  marked  her  own  language,  became  characteristic  of  her 
little  court.  The  delightful  memoirs  of  Madame  de  iStaal  are 
indeed  calculated  to  give  a  high  idea  of  the  wit  and  talents 
of  the  vi^sitors  of  Sceanx.  They  arc  written  with  singnlar 
elegance,  and  display  a  tact,  judgment,  and  knowledge  of  the 
World,  evidently  acquured  by  long  intercourse  with  a  polite 
and  refined  society. 

At  the  same  time  it  must  be  confessed  that,  notwithstanding 
many  points  in  her  character  which  command  esteem,  it  is 
diflicult  to  imagine  a  more  cold  and  nnpoctical  peiwmage 
than  Madame  de  StaaL  Any  feeling  like  tenderness,  enthu- 
siasm, or  fervour,  was  evidently  foreign  to  her  tuture.  It  is 
alleged,  that,  when  Fontenelle  asked  her  if  her  memoirs  were 
to  be  very  faithful,  she  replied  that  she  did  not  intend  draw- 
ing a  faU-length  portrait  ul  herself  and  would  only  give  her 
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tot  to  Ae  pabBa    Bat,  thongh  she  may  have  concealed  some 
dnmmstances  of  her  life,  the  narrative  she  has  left  of  it  afitirds 
a  Teiy  clear  knowledge  of  her  character.     The  heartlcsA  man- 
lier in  n-hich  her  marriage  wiis  conducted,  the  candour  of  her 
r^t  not  to  have  married  old  M.  Dacicr,  when  she  learns 
tlut  he  died  so  shortly  after  the  i)eriod  fixed  for  their  intended 
union,  are  such  clear  indications  of  selfishness,  as  would  greatly 
lessen  the  reader's  sympathy,  were  it  not  unjust  to  make  Ma- 
dame de  Stiol  bear  the  sole  blame  of  the  vices  of  the  age  and 
of  the  world  in  which  she  lived. 
J        With  all  its  wit,  ix)litcnesR,  and  refinement,  the  little  society 
\      of  Sceauz  ever  remamcd  cold  and  heartless.     There  was  no 
other  link  between  its  members  than  ennui  and  the  desire  of 
amnsement :  they  were  acquaintances,  not  friends.    The  authors 
niceived  amongst  them  belonged,  with  few  exceptions,  to  that 
class  of  writeis  whose  ephemeral  compositions  seldom  outlive 
the  epoch  of  their  birth.     The  cold  brilliancy  of  style  and 
egotism  of  the  favourite  poets  of  Sccaux,  render  it  hoi>cIess  to 
look  for  some  trace  of  a  high  or  noble  feeling  amongst  their 
forg)  )tten  productions.    Their  scepticism  itself  was  too  heartless 
to  atliiiit  those  lofty  and  generous  a.ij>irations,  which,  with  so 
many  faults  iind  errors,  nevertheless  characterised  the  philo- 
sophy of  the  eighteenth   century.     This  frivolousncss  was 
partly  the  cause  that,  though  so  h>ng  in  existence,  the  socict}' 
of  Madame  du  Elaine  left  few  tokens  of  its  being,  when  it 
had  once  been  dissolved  by  the  death  of  the  duchess.     Its 
members  dispersed,  and  joined  new  coteries  ;  but  no  work  oi 
genias,  fostered  under  theii   care,  has  remained.    Allusions 
in  contemi)orary  records,  and  the  graceful  memoirs  of  Madame 
de  Staal,  are  the  only  traces  now  left  of  that  once  brilUant 
assemblage  ;   which,  for  s])lendour  and   elegance,  was  then 
unrivalled,  and  only  wanted  women  of  heart  and  men  of 
iienius. 


CHAPTER  m. 

THE  COUNTESS  OF  VEERUE — HADAKB  DB  LAHBEBT — ST 
FRENCH  SOCIETY  DUBINO  THE  EEOENCY  AND  THE 
IMMEDIATELY  FOLLOWINO  IT — THE  NUK  TKNCI 
DAME  DE  PBIE. 

"  Ci-git,  dani  nne  paiz  profonds, 
Cette  Dame  de  Volitptf, 
Qui,  pour  pluB  do  aureti. 
Fit  son  panulis  daca  oe  monde.' 


Such  was  the  epitaph,  composed  by  herself,  which  the  C 
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her,  thv  Oicralier  dn  Lnync*.  wln.>  uaiiiated  lit-r  escape, 
quantity  of  valuablf  mccLils  disupjK'ftrcd  wilL  her 
the  dukes  ]»lace  :   part  were  sold  in   Englntid,  t<>  a 
anW  of  thv  rojal  '  l.iiue,  in  Paris; 

tbt  tiithlesa  ccm  '         t.     She  lod  an 

nt  and  laxuriona  life,  suited  to  bcr  prafcasinn  uf  fmtJu 
•Wii  nek,  prodigal,  and  sptut  upwards  of  n  Imndred  thou- 
livr™  a  year  on  curiosities  and  mre  book*,  whtcli  she 
r  re.id.     Her  library  was*,  iti  pky*  and  novels,  the  most 
uplcte  a  privftto  purson  hiid  yet  {wsscssed.    She  loved  com- 
wlien  it  was,  like   licrsfelf,  briUimit,  volnitlnoua,  and 
bpticaL    Voltaire  admired  and  flattered  lier  ;  she  contracted 
dtwc  intimacy  with  Uie  poet  La  Faye,  wLnni  she  often  utr- 
1  iu  Ida  conipogitiona.     It  is  »aid  tlint  she  iicvpr  spoke  of 
r  firirmcr  lover,  of  iter  ciuldren,  or  ex7)ressed  the  least  regret 
ftie  Btcp  ftbo  liad  takon, — a  step  which,  bo  it  understood, 
i  sjiring  from  [irinuiple.     llt*r  epitaph  was  ii  true  index 
r  elMur»cter.     Kbe  wa>i  gt'nyrally  considered  attractive  and 
t;  and  wu  probably  as  much  so  as  a  heartless  woman, 
n,  (kith,  or  purity,  can  ever  be. 
lady  alroa4y  alluded  to,  the  Marchioness  of  Lam- 
known  by  sonic  agreeable  and  sensible  pruditctious,  also 
bed  her  house  to  the  wits  of  the  day.     Every  Tuesday  she 
iTed  her  friends.     She  waa  rich,  amiable,  though  no  longer 
ble  was  excellent,  and  she  ranked  amongst  the  few 
lever  permitted  imy  gambling  to  take  plat:e  be- 
'  roufL    Li  Motho,  Fontcnelle,  Mairan,  Mademoiselle 
Madame  du  Maine,  were  her  principal  friends. 
1  was  4uiot,  but  con.siiderable.     She  confessed  to 
ttiutt  she  Could  name  whom  she  Eked  to  the  French 
ay,  and  it  was  known  Uiat  no  member  was  ever  elected 
at  Ii«r  consent.   This  bureau  d'esprit  was  one  of  the  first 
*};.  ■  ■  ■  litcenth  cenlurj'.     It  took  the  tone  and 

ctt:  I  whom  it  was  presided  over,  and  was, 

liijgly,  more  decorous  than  brilliaut.     Madame  de  Lam- 
!  being  strictly  devout,  and  a  dose  observer  of  the  ecm- 
Aw  tocretj'  was  otdy  aii  assembly  oi  wite  ■,  vt  ^laA. 
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Done  of  tbo  fcatnTe*  of  tbe  barennx  d'esprit  where  the  | 

aopbers  subsequently  beUI  their  tn««tiiigs. 

Several  other  kidics  cierewcd  a  similar  inSneooe.     Sti 
do  Lnssay,  the  witty  wife  of  n  witty  husband,  was 
high  favour  tit  the  court  of  Madame  dii  llninc  ;  Madsa 
Biminne,   tho   nceomplished  grniid-daughtcr  of  Ma 
S^>vigu{,  might,  had  abe  only  l>een  iauri<  wedthy,  h»vc  i 
pl«ce  iiiiiongst  tlie  inttiicntial  ladies  of  tbe  d;iy.    From 
de  Verrue  down  to  tbe  leaat  iuiportant  of  Ibe  women 
repute,  there  was,  however,  no  circle  which  could  ooa 
witli  tbe  two  great  societies  of  ^tladame  du  Muiue  and 
nnn  Tcnciii.     Madnmc  du  Maine   is  already  known 
reader.     \VV.  aball  speak  of  Mad:imc  de  Tencin  ]>res«litly.  j 

Tho  coteries  over  which  women  presided  did  not  Absorb  i 
e«icia!  fiicuUica  of  the  Parisian  world.     Slany  men,  not  i 
to  Bubniit  to  feiujje  influeucf,  rwurted  to  the  twu  f;uuuuaj 
of  Gradct  mid  Proi^'pe ;   wbirli  then  cnjfvypd  a  gmv»| 
leurued  reputatida     There  might  be  seen  daily  J.  R  Rua 
tho  unhapi>y  aiid  gviilty  poet ;  Boindin,  the  atheist ; 
•emint  iind  satirical  I)uclos  ;  Piron,  La  Motbe,  and  a ! 
pkil')so]ihic  autburs  ;  omoDgxt  whom  ufteu  appeared  the  | 
liftnt  aud  noiversftl  VolUiirc.     Their  discussions  wcixs 
bitter  attacks,   more  or  less  diaguisod,  a.^:iinBt  Micietj'l 
religion  ;  and  thtvngb  tho  regent  was  too  cnrcicjw  to 
them  for  their  iipiiii<in»,  he  was  often 
the  prejudices  of  a  world  which  was  i' 
iug  either  faith  or  niomlity.     These  philosophic 
precursors  of  tho  encyclopaidiats,  were,  howevi  i 
natnberod  by  such  epicureans  as  the  Damo  do  \ 
reckless  of  the  future,  only  wished  to  Epond  tbe 
InxnrioQs  indifference. 

This  easy  scepticiim  was  often  united  to  the  groaxciit  < 
Ii(y  :   PbUip  of  Orleans  seerat-d  to  have  i  '    hi«  | 

mingled  atheism  and  sujicrstttion  to  the  !■  '  <n. 

wild  fjiblex  of  the  Rossicruciotis,  with  their  entliusiantic  ( 
of   elcinent,try  spirits,  still   found  eager  dupes. 
uUicT  odrentuiers,  ati  individual,  who  took  the  oame  ol  I 
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led  a  large  Duiuber  of  ne^ltby  and  titJcd 
he  oould  enftble  them  to  hold  cnmmunica- 
vitli  iiylplu^  giKunes,  sakaaiidera,  and  undltivs.  Tlii? 
iltii  met,  on  stated  days,  in  a  darkened  r(N'>m,  where 
Xnrioo,  acting  «u)  liigh  priest,  addressed  a  cnhulisUc  in- 
m  to  the  geide  Alaii.  WLou  it  was  orer,  hm  went 
(he  apartmorit,  and  received  from  mxcb  iiidiTxiual 
it  a  naldd  Dotc,  containing  a  request  addressed  to  tliu 
The  Dot«fl  being  all  collected.  Saint  Itaurico  ap- 
wd  tho  altar,  and  seemed  tn  cast  tiiem  into  a  luimin^' 
r;  but  the  uot«8  he  threw  in  hiid  all  boen  prefxircd 
for  the  paqiose,  and  ho  carefully  prusened  the 
order  tu  frame  verbal  replies,  which  he  might  de- 
ir  next  meeting.  The  creduUiUK 
that,  aa  the  answers  they  rvieivcd 
hid  aome  reference  tn  their  rcfjiicKts,  there  really  vx- 
ise  between  AJatil  and  S;iiDt  Mauricu.  Thia 
to  grant  moT«  readily  the  donuuida  for  large 
i  aiipot<'.nt  g«tuo  often  addressed  li>  th(;m 

4.     Tilt'  [lolice  put  an  end  to  tbt  whole 
f,  hy  throwing  Hoint  llnurice  into  the  ikijltl& 
(eveiuh  thint  fur  excitement  greatly  furuured  the  in- 
Lsw's  financial  system.    The  country  was  on  the 
tcy,  when  the  adventurous  Bcfit<  hmiin  pro- 
t  to  supply  the  deficiencies  uf  the  truadury 
ircturenc)'.     Tbo  Duko  of  Orleans  entered  eagerly 
:h  lutd  the  most  astonishing  succcsa.     A 
1  to  have  suddenly  seized  ou  the  whole 
pleasures  and  intrigues  were  forgotten  in  the  absorb- 
lof  wealth.     The  sudden  rise  of  fortunes  in<;r<Mksed 
sens*!  of  equality.     t,iiw  himself,  as  though  eon- 
■iint  iini>ortance,  behaved  with  haughty 
•Mc8  wfio  waited  for  hours  in  his  .intt-- 
Birth  and  rank  daily  yielded  more  to  wealLli. 
eagerly  into  ail  the  intrigues  which  were  then 
order  to  obtnin  MisaLisippi  shares.     Elcgjiut  and 
ouuld  Int  tatsa  standing  in  the  cobbWr's  stall 
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r>f  the  Rue  Q»incaropi>ii,  waiting  with  unwoaricd  paticnq 
the  favuaralilu  iiioment  to   approach  the  ehriiie  of  PU 
The  instiinee  of  Maflame  do  Boucher,  who  causod  hm  i 
mail  to  U(>sc't  her  before  I^aw's  tliwr,  thus  to  ot 
view  he  had  refused  to  grant  her,  was  hy  im  i 
exAinple  of  the  length  to  wliich   Ihvae  fenmle  stock-jol 
wcro  prepared  to  go  in  order  to  carry  their  ixiiut. 
faitliful  to  their  old  system,  intrigued  to  enrich  their  frid 
The  Counters  of  Vemie  and  the  Miu-chiuues*  of 
Bolvcd  to  make  the  fortune  of  the  Abb6  Terras*!!!,  know 
hk  deep  learuiug  and  great  simplicity.     They  procured  f«jr| 
nhout  eight  or  nine  hundred  thousaud  fifiYt  of  Law's  iiotos  J 
abh£  having  gravely  ajjsured  thorn  that  he  could  not  tnut  I 
Bclf  with  more  than  a  milUon.     In  order  to  prove  the  exc«ll| 
of  Lnvi's  sytitem,  he  wi-ote  a  work  upon  it,  wliich  tiitjii 
very  day  thut  the  system  began  to  decline.   Od  seeing  1 
lost  for  tile  >ii'eoud  time  iu  Ids  lil'e,  the  iihbC  merely  ofe 
— "Thuuk  Heaven  I  I  am  now  again  out  of  trouble." 
trait  of  iiaivet£  mnde  Mudame  de  Lossai  czchuiii,  that  on! 
man  of  much  wit  could  be  so  foolish. 

France  did  not  recover  for  n  long  time  from  the  failu 
Law's  disastrous  scheme ;  and  it  was  oidy  wlieu  the 
Bcnt  cfiused  by  it  had  entirely  subsided,  tliat  liter.irj-  pn 
tioiis  ODCu  more  absorbed  public  attention.  The  literati 
tliat  period  i»  eliiefly  of  a  light  and  frivol'" 
pBRions  of  rank  of  both  aesea  being  then  ul 
and  averse  to  heavy  works,  tales  and  novcU  became  the  veS 
through  which  the  gravest  writers  were  compctir  '  • 
their  ideas  U>  the  piibhc.  Moatestpjieu  frankly  • 
some  of  his  works  hatl  been  written  for  friwled  and 
beadji ;  and  in  order  to  inKtire  the  success  of  hi& 
satura,  "  The  PersLin  Letters,"  he  waa  com[jellod  to  glvo 
form  of  a  novtL  From  this  necessity  resulted  that 
uiixtofo  of  philosophy  and  romance  which  charactcriao* 
productions  of  the  period.  The  tales  of  M&rivanz,  in 
ticular,  aliew  the  analytic  tendency  of  the  times,  E^ 
etuotiou  of  the  heroine,  or  secret  spring  of  action,  ta  ex^4 
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Itudioiw  cxactiK^s :  nnd  the  most  frivulous  cofjinitte  enters 

)  w  di-tailul  au  account  of  her  feelings  as  nil^Lt  he  given 

ny  nn'tophTairai  IJcJvetiiia.    The  trsices  of  this  philiisophic 

'!•  met  with  ;  and  we  find  the  eloquent 

ing  the  joutliful  Louis  XV.  in  the 

•^pel  vt  Versailles,  reminding  him  of  the  election  of  kings, 
|i)f  tl:'         '  •       f  tiio  jiOiiplc. 

kit,  ii.  .;(ling  til*;  ctiforta  of  philosophers,  the  great 

mty  iif  the  Bwiety  ou  whom  they  sought  tti  inculcate  their 
riiiM  rcrouined  essentially  frivokma  During  a  whole  sen- 
iDotltiitp;  wiu)  £o  tkHhiuii;ible,  for  both  men  and  women,  ris 
iiigs,  and  stick  the  mutilated  figures 
to  miike  up  ribbcui  knots  eiiiue  next 
Ofl ;  the  chUdiah  game  of  cu{i-ai]d-baU  wa^  alho  one  of 
itVimrite  nmuiiementa  of  tlii«  indolent  aristocracy.  Some 
ueu  soQgUt  to  distingniah  themselves  by  the  singularity 
iJact.  The  Duke  of  Gesvrea  kept  open  bouse  dur- 
rillaeas,  Forty  perstotis  daily  eat  down  at  his  table ; 
wJy  nWt  twenty  of  his  privileged  courtiers,  whom  he  had 
IWwutod  with  splendid  green  suits,  were  admitted  into  hia 
JW^Hicc.  Tliey  f<jund  him  in  a  magnificent  apartment,  richly 
■btued  in  green,  reclining  on  a  conch,  (ind  making  up  ribbon 
Another  tittblonian,  the  Duke  of  Epernon,  placed  hi« 
in  surgical  ojterations ;  and,  by  mingled  threats  and 
"L'Ued  his  unhappy  TuusaU  to  let  him  exercise  his 


1  rendered  themselves  conspicuous  for  the  eagemesa 

I'which  they  entered  into  all  these  frivolous  amusements. 

Icelfhnitcd  singers,  Maderauisetle  le  Pelissier  and  Miide- 

e  h  Maura,  divided  the  court  ladies  into  two  rival 

each  of  which  spared  no  effort  to  insure  the  succesH 

I  &vounte,  by  crushing  Iter  rivaL    Amongst  the  women 

'        '  '    t>.>  rendered  them,  however,  superior 

pi'  iLins,  a  few  were  reraarkjiblo  for  the 

I -Mid    di»ccniment  with    which    they    gradually    drew 

bd  tbtm  some  of  the  taont  eminent  men  of   the  day. 

ooterias,   for  such    they  were,    none  was   more 
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agreeable  than  tliAt  presided  over  by  Madame  do 

ex-nuiu 

Tliia  cJcTor,  handsome,  and  unjiTuicipled  won 
coin[iiilled  by  her  father  to  take  the  veil  at  au  ea 
to  I'liter  tlic  eonvcnt  of  the  Augngtincs  of  Mont 

Ry  and  worldly  life  led  by  the  iiiniutes  of  this  sao-td  j 
^■Mrhith  titotid  at  the  end  of  a  fashionable  promeuade'l 
town  of  Grenoble,  hod  long  been  a  source  of  scond 
faithful      The  austere  Cardinal  le  Camus  Tainfe 
effect  a  laatijig  reform  :  his  admonitions  wore 
the  reduacs,  who  daily  recciTed  a  huge  and  briUiaat  i 
coiisistinj;  of  the  young  and  gay  of  both  sexes. 
of  the  convent  did  not  remain  long  uuconseioiis 
lions,  both  meiilnl  and  personal,  of  Slademoisclli 
She  was,  however,  rather  fascinating  than  strict 
and  there  v&s  something  feline  and  unpleasant 
her   half-closed   cyea;    but  that    seeming   languw^ 
dulcnee  eontraated  bo  strikingly  with  the  vivacity  i 
as  to  add  greatly  to  the  irrosistible  charm   o{ 
appearance.     Her  manners  were  pUiuit  and  tnsii 
tact  waa  unerring.     She  never  seoiiied  conscious 
attractiotiR,  but  pmctised  the  sure  flattery  of  ag 
itorbcd  by  whatever  others  said  and  did.     The 
-which  ahe  exercised  over  the  abbess  and  her 
cured  her  unusual  freedoms :  she  waa  allowed  to' 
vale  visits,  and  to  leave  the  convent,  in  order  to  rata 
as  often  as  she  pleased.     But  the  more  she  saw 
from  which  slio  waa  shut  oat  for  ever  by  her  vol 
her  ambitions  and  intriguing  spirit,  which  alreadj 
her  the  adv.-intiiges  she  might  derive  from  her  wit] 
made  her  long  to  enter  its  forbidden  precincts. 
learned  from  her  religious  diractor  the  steps 
might  regain  her  freedom.     She  then  protested 
vowsi,  and  succeeded  in  being  transferred  to  thej 
Ncuville  ;  the  obligutinn  of  cehbacy  ivas  the  on 
which  she  slUl  hibutircd ;  the  fj«udom  enjoyed 
uf  her  order,  daring  the  lust  century,  being  sufiid 
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SooM  time  after  thi»,  tLo  young  cAnotiess  went  to 
l«  icdde  ••ilh  bcr  Imtthcr,  the  AbW  dc  Teucin.     Ut<- 
aud  UtAt  Vjuiaag  sraDclalous  adventures,  uf  wLidi  eixo 
tkthcnv-  '  tiipellcd  her  to  take  this  step. 

(t'  ,   fur  ^e   Lt-noefortli   took   that  ruune, 

sorrouTKicd  by  host  of  adniircre ;  amongst  the  nmrf 
wen!  Bolinghroke,  tht-n  iji  Fnuicc,  luid  Fontejiellc. 
latter  ins  so   thoroughly   fascitiatcd,   tlmt,  though    in 
-JitUt'  '    to    I'xcrt   liiinself   in   favour   of  hia 

pi  idaiiio  do  Ti'ticiii's  freedom  fnini  the 

emvt,  •eo»Tdiiig  to  her  anient  wish,     Hetng  now  re- 
cry  inouiwtic  tie,  ehe  Wcaine  inure  imprudent 
*hc  hod    gevcmt   luttoriouH  intrigues  ;  and, 
tlM  ^HiMj^  with  C^noii-DcstoachcB,  wliich  en<kd 
berth  al^Kmfvrho  was  exposed  on  Iho  steps  of  the 
of  Saint  Jean  In-Iloud,  ou   the    17th  of   November 
Tbc  riiild,  thus  forwikcn  by  iU.  hoartlpss  mother,  was 
anil  birmght  up  l^y  a  jwxir  glaziur's  wife,  named   Itonx- 
ud  {in>rod   to   be  the   future   gruit  inuthematiciaii,- 
Thtiugb  it  may  be  alleged  that,  residing  an  she 
dw  baase  of  bcr  brother,  a  prieat,  Madnme  de  Tencin 
tvr-  I  without  ruining  all  the  abba's 

ipe»-  ,^  -I'uient,  she  might,  howe%'er,  have 

for  it ;  bat  the  fear  of  fiituro  detection  overbaUnced 

lie  that  Madame  de  Tenciu  began  to 
n   ncuvr   nbare   in    her    brotht-r's    political    intriguea 
Tandy  trying  to  influciiee  the  regent,  she  utoojkcd  to 
and  ontcriid   into  a  diiTading  connexion  with  him, 
'    '  '  lit    to   cicusc   hy 

I  "lU  was  iiK'a|iable 

bcr,  or,  mdccd,  any  liuman  being,  but  b«  admired 
it» ;  and,  at  a  time  wbeit  Madame  du  Maine  was 
irfittiig  »«ii.'ty  itMilf  Mgainst  the  regent,  ho  felt  the  valoe 
d  MaAitnr  de  Teudn'a  influence  m-er  llie  brilliant  and  select 
'Uiii  BMcmblod  at  her  brother's  houac.  The  ahb^'n 
a  »hw  peculiarly  acccpluble :  to  faiai  Dsboia 
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intrusted  tlie  tnsk  of  converting  Lxiw,  when  the  Scfl 
mdieil  to  alijiire  liii  origiuid  creed  in  order  to  I 
niinwter.  Dc  Tencin  retired  with  hia  firoaclyto  to  M< 
order  to  avoid  tLe  BartMauw  of  tlie  Parisians  :  Law  w 
fto  have  rew^trdcd  Iii4  complaisance  by  a  large  share  ul 
ey.  This  accusation  was  strengthened  hy  one  of  ( 
whii-'h  was  proved  against  the  Abtif  do  Ti^ncin  ia  t 
handwriting,  at  the  very  moment  thiit  hu  offered  t<; 
Lid  iuuoceuce  by  oath.  Though  this  disgraceful  ei 
iiecurred  before  tiie  piirliainent  of  Paris,  Dubois  bod, 
tlielesM,  the  efliontcry  to  send  the  abbe  to  liome  in  c 
forward  the  negotiations  relative  to  liia  cnrdinalship 
iiiivoy  was  "worthy  of  the  task.  The  Abb4  de  Teii( 
D.iliscd  himsolf  at  Rome  by  hia  profligate  and  iinpri 
eimduct.  He  opened  tht?  letters  which  Roman  prell 
jirudcntly  Bent  to  i"'arrs  through  Iho  French  ambaamd 
cnmmissioned  his  sister  to  seal  tlicm  uj)  again,  ant 
them  to  be  delivered  to  the  i>cr8ona  to  whom  thej 
addressed.  Madame  de  Tencin  wus  no  careless  of 
itpinion,  that  die  comnmuicatwf  to  Duclos,  the  histori 
correspondence  between  herself  and  her  brother,  in 
tJieee  facts  were  recorded.  MTLen  the  Abb6  de  Tm 
turned  from  Rome,  ho  was  rewarded  with  the  nrchbi 
of  Enibnm ;  he  aimed,  however,  at  the  uu-diual's  hi) 
lie  death  of  Dubois  put  an  end  to  his  hopes  of  favo 
blew  him  and  his  sister  once  toore  into  the  slutdc 
In  1 723,  aix  inoiitiui  after  the  death  of  ht»  corrupt 
ter.  the  regent  was  suddenly  carried  off  by  n  (it  of  ap 
In  the  slwck  and  confusion  which  followed  this  ev« 
young  king  was  CAsily  persuaded,  by  interested  com 
to  name  hia  kinsman,  the  Duke  of  llourbou,  prime  ix 
The  passions  of  tliia  prince  wore  stronger  than  hii 
nient ;  they  h.id  reriilercd  hirn  the  slave  of  the  Marc 
of  Prio,  who  henceforth  governed  in  Uis  name.  This 
tious  and  violent  woman,  who  was  remarkable  Cor  her 
bad  first  endeavoured  to  faadnato  the  regent ;  but  o( 
ius  that  he  allowed  his  mistreAaea  uo  political  iiiflucu 
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r  puwer-j  of  sedurtkm  tjjwnrjs  the   Duke  (if 

i:  J-  obscure  origin  affor»l8  auutiier  jiruof  uf  ihu 

ig  influence  wtjcli  had  then  been  itlrendy  Acquired  hf 

''     '  *'    i.  Pleitoeuf,  was  a  wealthy  financier,  wliom 

-Knee   juid    utistnipiiliiua   ctmscience  lta<i 

tnua  the  lowest  miika  to  cunBiUembk  Hffiueiice.     Hu 

irLo  w«s  colcbrjttcd  for  her  wit,  beniity.  nnd  uitrigu«», 

led  het  danghttir  with  great  care,  aiid  prided  herself  on 

until  she  jierceived  that  the  young  eirt 

If  rival  in  the  little  cuurt  nf  udort-rs  with 

tJjc  was  suirrundod.     Tho  bitter  and  diggmccfuJ  hcjii- 

bich  hciictfurth  fiisted  hetweeu  the  neither  And  hrr 

loilifllcd  51.   I'lciKCuf  to  iniirry  hi«  diuiglitcr  to  the 

lie.     Though  the   miliatural  rivals  were  thus 

1  tuutual  hatred  roinained  imabated. 

insolence  and  haughtiness  of  Madame  de  Prie,  when 

'l  the  head  of  aflhirs,  knew  no  boands.     Her 

>  jiersccutc  with  vindictive  eagerness  all  the 

(Other  whom  it  was  in  her  power  to  injure. 

.  \  -..^..n;  def.lftres  that  she  posafiased 

"  tfn  B«iirit  ju«te,  graeieui, 
Sullilc  Jaiiii  U-  •crieitx,  J 

Et  cUHiiULint  duu  lei  bngiiteUei,"  ^ 

e  dc  Prie  wtia  evidently  iuc&pnble  of  directing  the  affairs 
igdoio.  Her  (iviility  wiia  excessive  :  she  not  only  re- 
Ac  Iftrjre  pi'iisiun  fruui  England  wliidi  had  been  grunted 
pis*  but  5j.iuanderod  money  with  the  greatctft  e.Ttrava- 
uid  iirec^l  litr  lover  lo  mise  the  tuxes:  she  directed  the 
of  linanees  herself,  through  the  agency  of  her  creit- 
be  brothers  P&ri.s,  wluini  .slie  hiid  niiscd  to  high  postu  in 
y  net  under  their  uanio.  M.'idame  de  Prie  soon  felt  it 
eguary  thJit  ahc  should  convince  her  lover  of  tor  great 

so  tiuit  she  tiiight  become  indi)([ieiisablQ  to  him  ns 

r  aa  iTftll    as   mistress,  the  general  lunbition  of    thu 

r  the  eighteenth  century.     She  adojjted 

_  _■  m,  well  calculated  Ui  fiiUil  her  purpose. 

H!tu"'tl  project  destined  to  be  subutitteJ  to  Iht)  prince 
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wu  £nt  secretly  concerted  between  bis  miatnK  aad 
agentei  The  compluint  finaocicTS  porpoaelj  left  ia 
«rntt4>ti  plana  manj  errors,  with  which  they  took  care  to 
quaint  Madame  do  Pric.  Thcs«  erran  poand  imdetedld'  | 
the  duke,  whnse  talents  were  by  no  means  fint-nt& 
(t«  IVie  (jf  coar»e  di»iX)vere(l  and  rectified  tkem  st  once, 
brother*  P&rifi  uttered  wcU-feigned  exclamations  of  i 
rrciigniiied  the  profound  judgment  of  Madame  la  Ma 
Mid  hadtcned  to  odnpt  her  suggestions  as  tlie 
rsould  [vissibly  have  been  made.  The  duke^  awiMirH  at  i 
rxtrfirtrdiiiaiy  intelligence  of  his  clever  mistress,  i 
biniself  on  being  able  to  receive  her  assistance.  So  grtat  I 
came  her  power,  th&t,  notwithstanding  his  own  penooal : 
tanR<>,  she  made  him  adopt  the  most  PTanting  aad  arbitnrf 
metuurcts.  Aiuuug^  other  acts  of  tyranny  attribat«d  to  Im^ 
is  the  renewal  of  the  i>ersecutton  against  the  Ptotcstants :  ihm 
bad  not  eren  the  t'xcug^  of  bigr>try  for  thb  act  uf  iatofaranw, 
I'eing  an  open  and  professed  atheist.  Her  power  arm  km 
I'lver  waa  so  gnsit  that,  when  he  wi$be<l  to'  many  Madeaiiii- 
(telle  de  VeruiandtpiH,  his  sister,  to  the  young  Lonift, 
Madame  de  Prie,  before  giving  her  assent  to  the 
fMolved  to  call  in  disguise  on  the  princess,  who  was  tli 
convent,  in  nrikr  to  ascertain  whether  she  was  likely  to  i 
ont  the  kiu;^  that  empire  Decenary  to  her  views  and  tb» 
the  [)iike  of  Ormrbon.  She  saw  her,  and  was  chanostl ' 
her  Wit  uuil  beauty,  until  she  nnfortuuatcly  asked  her  if 
had  ever  heard  of  ^Madame  de  Prie,  and  what  she  tho«^(^ 
her.  Thi'  reply  of  the  young  princess,  reared  up  in  coo« 
tnal  aoAtcrity,  far  from  a  corrupt  court,  was  so  candid, 
Madame  de  Prie  left  the  muuAstery  highly  incena>xl,  aad 
inq  that  Mademoiselle  de  Vermandois  should  never  ht  qu 
of  Fnini:e.  But  tut  both  she  and  the  Duke  of  Bourbon  wert 
'"<''->is  t<^i  see  the  king  married,  without  waiting  until  the 

i:tfanta  to  whom  he  was  betrothed  should  be  uf  age,tliBy 
Miiry  Ix-'czinska,  daught«r  uif  8tanialaas,  the  dethPUMd 

cfa  of  Poland,  as  his  wife.     Madame  de  Prie  cartfoUy 
on  the  miud  of  Ihe  young  (jueeu,  that  to  h«r  tkm 
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uii^rbUMi  fur  her  r-rrmu ;  bat  though  the  timid  ilary 
,  at-iuxiwletk'od  the  cbli^iititjn,  she  possessed  so  tittle 
Hnrtxr  fiviT  I'  :.i  thnt  she  could  not  coiisotiilatc  the 

tif  thu    I.  -1,    whose    imperious   tenipi^r  simn 

[  bcr  own  mill  And  t)Mt  of  her  lover.  Madame  de  Prio 
'.  kng  iiuliceJ,  with  secret  disi>leiisurv,  the  ii:fltience  which 
lUmj,  the  bdttvod  iiroccptor  of  Louis  XV.,  liiid  obtjuned  over 
I  rtty^  I>opil  i  »l>*^  HigiuJl'tcd  hiin  Ui  the  Duke  <if  BourlH>n 
a  dMi^craos  riv&l,  whom  it  was  abaujiit*:])'  iivcussaiy  tn 
(■nuh  fri'm  tlits  king's  iircsencc.  The  duke  was  so  iitipru- 
4leiit  '  '  y  tliis  KUj-gtiition.     On  diucovering  thiit  tlio 

Pi«h*ii'  .4  wiw  giiiic,  Ldub  XV.  fell  into  dtep  unilfui- 

.  bat  au  Littlti  wan  he  accugtouicd  to  the  cxcrc^ise  of 
^.«.[  tiaX  aaa  of  his  courtiers,  the  Duke  of  Morteiuart,  was 
obltged  tu  riiiumd  him,  im  seeing  iii^  grief,  thnt  he  criiild  rc- 
«tU  Flcniy  If  he  wi«h<xi  The  kli>{;  e»gcrly  took  the  hiiil : 
Fi.i-urr  cuue  bade  Crom  exiU*,  and,  prompted  hy  hia  t>wn  per- 
•.Mn,  u  well  as  by  a  seuae  of  duty,  he  exfiosed  to  \m 
jn^i;!  the  arldtrary  crouduct  of  the  Puko  of  BuiirUm  and  of  Lis 
rnktrsae;  tfepy  were  iuinit^diatdy  seut  to  dilfcTeiit  places  of 
ciilc  '  ■'  the  king.     Mntliunt^  de  Pric  b«"iro  her  luinfor- 

tatie  VI adt>.  for  the  a|)acc  of  a  wtsek.     At  tho  end  ot 

tku  timit  sbv  sank  into  a  dei>|ion(liQg  8tat«  of  mind,  aiid  died 

r-.-,  nml  of  jioison  ad- 
'  acfoiints.     !Ier  brief 
left  tui  other  traces  id  t'ranct'  than  th<<  hrttrod  and  con- 
-  '■  -h  long  rcToailied  attached  to  hur  luuiie. 

:    thu    reijrticy   vikK   strictly  apcAking,   with    thu 

li  XV.,  which  occurred  hefori!  the  death  of 

■    .  fuans,  the  cxtrrmc  youih  of  the  kiug,  and  the 

V  with  which  h«  allowed  Lijnself  to  be  guided  by  his 

"i>.— .   II, i!'  ■  1  .jt^d   that  ixirioJ  fur  several  years. 

•'     ■  !  reover,  did  not  iiinii^rgo  any  great 

!    I '  I  ii  i»t  the  s»n«»  under  the  n-guncy, 

■  -  uiii.;..i,i..^  iif  DulHiis,  the  Duko  of  Orleans, 

irboo,  and  Fleury,  Bishop  of  Fryus,  who  suc- 

.eU>4  lu  tiut  Ultcr. 


72 


WOMAN  IN  FilANCE. 


The  preceptor  of  Louis  XV.  was  no  sooner  in  power,  than 
the  Arclibiahop  of  Embrua  and  lladamo  de  Tem-in,  endea. 
Toured  to  put  themselves  at  the  head  of  the  religious  party 
which  again  persecuted  the  Jaiiseniats.  De  Teudn  preside 
over  the  council  of  Embruu,  which  deposed  the  virtuous  Bisht^ 
of  Senez  as  guUty  of  heresy ;  whilst  his  sister  so  sign»U^ 
herself  by  her  zeal  in  that  capitrd,  that  Fkury,  -who  ^slifced 
religious  discussions,  sent  her  word  to  leave  Paiia.  She  obeyed ; 
but  was  soon  recalled,  through  the  influence  of  her  brother. 
The  suicide  of  La  Frcuaye,  which  preceded  this  event,  hid 
already  adfied  new  scandal  to  that  associ.itod  with  her  nnme. 
This  gentleman,  who  had  been  one  of  lier  favoured  lovers 
shot  liunself  at  her  house,  in  a  fit  of  jejilousy  or  despair.  In 
an  incoherent  document  which  he  left  behind  hiai,  he  dedated 
her  to  be  the  cause  of  liis  death.  The  accusation  was  taken 
in  a  literal  sense,  and  JIadame  de  Tencin  w.'w  incarcerated  in 
the  Bastile,     She  was,  however,  soon  released  ;  fur,  though  it 
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— "Af,  if  ^e  mmted  to  poisoD  yoti,  the  woold  chooM  the 

de  TenciD  poaseas^  a  deep  knowledge  of  famnan 
d^teelill;  of  its  eril  side ;  and  »  keen  peroqition  of 
r,  ivltidi  can  explain  oda  source  of  her  power :  we 
tKofy  gofcm  that  irinch  we  nndentand.  Her  obaervation 
n^aetittg  Fcmteaelle,  that  Ida  heart  was  only  a  aeoood  bnin, 
ntintgul&rly  true  and  appropiiata.  One  of  her  aayinga  haa 
tieen  repeated  abce  nnder  so  xntmj  various  fomia  as  to  deserve 
^oetidoc: — "dever  people,"  ahe  remarked,  "often  commit 
■tatakes  from  not  believing  the  world  to  be  stn{ud  eoongh,  or 
a  ttaqind  as  it  ia."  It  was  not,  however,  tbron j^  the  charms 
rfher  intaDect  alone,  or  by  tact  and  sagacity,  that  Madame  de 
Tmaa  drew  anmnd  her  sach  men  as  Montesqiden,  Fonten- 
dl^  Muian,  Hdvetins,  and  Marivaux.  With  all  her  fiiults, 
■be  was  capable  of  friendship,  and  abnost  as  ready  to  intrigue 
for  her  aiGqtiaJntances  as  for  her  brother  and  hersclt  One  ot 
the  peat  eednctions  of  her  society  was,  that  her  wit  never  took 
a  dictatorial  aspect ;  her  finesse  itself  waa  admirably  veiled  by 
in  qipearance  of  quiet  simplicity  aud  goo<I  sense.  Few 
womea  nnderstood  lo  well  as  she  did  the  art  of  gathering  to- 
gedier  men  of  the  most  varied  tastes  and  opinions  ;  of  influ* 
endng  them  without  letting  them  even  suspect  her  power,  aud 
of  exerdaing  it  for  the  enjoyment  of  all  .  However  great  her 
other  &alts  might  be,  in  this  art  she  was  at  least  sincere ; 
and  the  intellectaal  pleasure  she  diffused  around  her  was  felt 
by  none  more  keenly  than  by  the  clever  and  intriguing  nun 
Tendn. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


HAU^Ue  DE  7EBRI0L — MADEMOISELLE  AlSSt. 


Amongst  the  ladiea  who  shitred  the  privilege  of  pn 
OTcr  an  ek'gaut  aud  chosen  society,  was  Madame  de  F« 
sUter  of  Madame  de  Tcnoin ;  handsome  and  intriguing  1 
her,  but  without  her  wit  aud  suppleness.  She  wa^  earl}!,! 
married  to  M.  de  Ferriol,  a  magistrate,  a  gourmand,  and  M 
Moliniate,  who  ciired  little  about  his  wife,  and  philosoph 
]icriiiittc<l  her  to  hare  a  long  and  open  liMson  with 
MarSchal  d'Uxelles. 

Tliis   connexion   with   a  minister  added   to  Mad*me 
Ferriol'a  power.     Her  house  waa  freciuented  by  all  those  "wli 
had  favours  to  ask ;  every  cla,5a  aud  every  party  were  rep* J 
sented  in  her  society.     The  roufa  came  thft'e.  with  the  Toladf 
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Lad  never  been  very  witty,  and  she  grew  ill-tcmpcrcd  and 
n!'ir>s<-  with  years.  Tho  world  might  have  become,  like  the 
iuart.--.-hul.  inilitferunt  and  estranged,  if  tlie  attriiotions  ahc  no 
l";.i:iT  i.ii.'^so.-iscJ  had  not  fortunately  been  Kiipiilied  by  the 
I-ri->t-iice  of  a  yr)ung  and  lovely  Circassian  slave,  named  Aisse, 
whoii)  she  had  brought  up,  and  who  resided  beneath  lur 

KHlf. 

The  history  of  this  unhappy  and  interesting  ^rl  is  one  of 
those  romantic  episodes  which  never  appeiir  to  such  advan- 
tafx  M  when  standing  forth  on  the  obscurity  of  a  backgi-ound 
like  the  regency.  The  truth  and  earnestness  of  the  affection 
which  united  the  beautiful  Circassian  and  her  devoted  lover, 
the  Chevalier  d'Aydie,  contrast  so  deeply  with  the  hcartless- 
ne!»  of  the  world  around  them,  that  posterity,  disarmed  <>f  its 
severity,  has  almost  learned  to  look  upon  their  errors  :is 
virtues.  The  origin  of  the  connexion  between  Mademoiselle 
Aids£  and  her  protectress  was  singuLv  and  romantic. 

M.  de  Ferriol  had  an  elder  brother,  who  travelled  a  great 

deal  in  the  E!ast,  and  was  sent  on  various  diplomatic  mission.s 

to  Turkey,  where  he  led  a  life  of  oriental  de8[)otism  and 

liceutionsnci^s.     He  was  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  beautiful 

female  idavcs,  two  of  whom  he  once  brcmght  to  Frana- :  lie 

kept  lino  for  hinL-telf,  the  other  he  gave  to  hi.s  friend,  the 

O.'Uite  de  Xogent,  who  was  so  deeply  cnamciured  of  her  that 

he  ilid  not  hesitate  to  make  her  his  wife.     M.  de  Fcrriol's 

(•L»v«  pmbjibly  died  young,  for  there  is  no  other  rcconl  of  her 

fi'.e  save  that  she  came  to  France  with  her  niiister.     In  the 

ytoi   IG'JS,  M.   de   Ferritil  was  jia.s.sing  through   the  slave- 

rii.»rkct  at  Con.-«tantinople,  when  he  was  struck  with  the  siir- 

[•a.-«ine  lovelines.s  of  a  young  female  child  exposed  fc>r  .sale. 

He  questioned  her  owner,  and  learned  that  the  child  had  been 

(■arrivd  off  by  the  Turks  from  the  jMlacc  of   a  Circassian 

phncc,  whom  they  h.id  massacred  with  all  his  jn-oplo  :  she 

»"a.s  si]p{>oscd  to  be  his  daughter,  for  her  ravi>her.s  had  found 

htr  .«arroundcd  by  attenilauts.     Moved  with  compa-ision   at 

her  unhappy  fate,  and  al.so  actu!>ted  by  a  less  pure  and  dis- 

iLterested  motive,  the  French  nobleman  purchx-^i-d  the  youii.: 
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Hudfe  or  AhsB — the  two  nonoea  appear  to  be  identical — lot 
Uie  sam  of  fifteen  hnadied  livres.    On  retoming  to  Fc 
be  eonfided  the  ckQd  to  kis  nster-in-lav,  Madame  Ae  Fenii 
and  theo  ««nt  back  once  raore  to  Comtaotinople,  wliere  ] 
ruided  aa  ambaasador  ontil  the  vear  1711. 

A£m^  as  she  still  oontinned  to  be  caUed,  although  ahe  had 
been  baptized  nnder  the  name  of  Charlotte,  was  kindly  ti^eated 
liy  )ladame  de  Ferriol,  by  whom  abc  was  brought  "up  on  a 
footing  of  e<|aality  with  her  two  sous.  iJ'Argental  and  Pont- 
de-Veyle  always  loved  their  adopted  sister  very  teoderljr. 
The  beauty  of  Mademoiselle  A]^s6  was  remarkable,  orcn  in 
that  age  of  beautifal  women  :  it  blended  tlie  pivsaioa  and  fin 
of  the  East  with  the  cLtssical  outline  of  Grecian  loveliiiea^ 
and  the  animated  grace  of  France.  She  was  about  the  mtiMt* 
height,  of  an  elegant  Ggnre  and  a  gra<:eful  carriage ;  her  ean- 
plexion  had,  in  yonth,  that  daizting  bloom  and  trans|nnBk 
imiify  which  is  still  the  boast  of  the  fine  Circassian 
her  eyes,  dark,  sof^  and  Instrona,  shone  with  truly 
splendour ;  her  oval  and  delicate  countenance  expressed  1 
goodness,  candotir,  and  finesse  of  her  character. 

Aiaa£   attracted   considerable    attention    in    the    cin^ 
Madame  de  Ferriol :  her  extreme  loveliness  was  not  her  < 
charm.     If  she  was  neither  briUiaut  nor  witty,  she  ; 
however,  all  the  tact  and  delicacy  of  a  fine  natiut; :  she  i 
veO,  but  little,  for  her  disposition  wiis  unturalty  retiring, 
ia  easy  to  judge  of  what  her  conversational  pnwers  nwy  ha 
been  by  the  letters  she  has  left.     The  style  in  which  they  i 
written,  though  natural  and  elegant,  is  frwjueutly  careless  i 
inoirrect  r  it  has  not  that  precision  and  purity  (>f  idiom  wl 
ctiaracteriiie  Madimie  de  Staal'a  language,  nor  the  strength  I 
wit  of  ^ladaine  du  Defland'a,     The  merits  of  Mademois 
AissO'a  «'riting3  are  by  no  means  literary  :  they  spring  fr 
the  truth   and   tenderness   of  her   heart,  from  the 
Jity  and   dclic^icy   of  her  niind,  and  from   the 
.Itiiucit  abhorrence  she  ever  displays  against  the 
mid  vices  of  the  ag«,     It  was  this  union  of  rare 
attractions    and    of    the    most    nuble   and 
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of  the  beut  wLicb  led  a  contcmponuy  poet  to  ex- 


!«•  L,  dn  I'air.  et  (iu  langige. 

¥    .  '  ompnnd*  rieu  ; 

Piiiu  iiuel  Ufu  •'c>t-<ille  MlraMteT 
(I  nV.u  t!»l  pltu  cumme  la  ifam 

Ucpuli  I'tge  d'or  ou  I'Astrte." 

Ate6  wiu  in  nil  the  bloom  and  freshness  of  her  bcntity 
viten  M.  de  Fcniril  rcturaeil  to  France.  Hu  was  ou  this 
rtTge  of  •cvcnty  ;  his  prutfg^tj  was  b&rely  seventeen.  He 
••dcATnarat,  nov«rtltekas,  to  inspire  her  with  a  more  tciidur 
belinj;  than  ji^titnde  ;  nnd  whun  ho  failed  entirely,  ho  lusvrted 
Im  rij."  'ivr  in  a  tone  of  oricntjd  desprttism.     He  re- 

minder: hhc  nv\s  hU :  Uuvt  be  hful  bought  her;  and 

Im  ended  by  pUouliiig  his  love,  &ud  offering  her  n  sharc  in  all 
hi>  iMwtfMninfin  la  order  to  escape  thia  persecutiou,  Alsa^ 
■fipMlad  to  her  Adopted  brother,  D'Argental,  whose  interfer- 
aoi  aiid  ranouttuocM  at  length  convince<l  her  &ncieut 
■dairer  of  the  vaolesnices  of  his  suit.  iL  de  Feiriol  con- 
Hnl«d  to .  be  reasonable,  and  to  receive  from  Alaai — all  ahe 
ociuLl  (pve — the  aflrction  &nd  dcvoteduetts  of  a  daughter.  It 
«M  ia  this  choruL'tLT  that  she  r(.-Di.tii]cd  with  tiim  until  his 
4mUIi.  Jf  M.  de  Kcrrjol,  notwithstanding  liiii  years,  could 
■at  raaiain  iuoctiaible  to  the  grace  and  beanty  of  the  ynnng 
CJnaniiii  others  found  the  tasl:  eqwdly  ditiicalt  BolLng- 
hndui  '  n  in  lovi-  with  her,  probably  because  ho  knew 

tlukt  t.  U'  unavailing ;  but  in  his  Icttere  he  nllude*, 

t  affection  and  tenderness,  to  "  the  dear  Circaaaiaii,'' 
•    .  rimrniiiig  AissC  ; "  declaring,  "  that  he  would  sooner 
luul  the  secret  of  plcaains;  her  than  the  quadrature  of 
ie. 

re{^t,  who  met  MadcmoiseJlo  Als6  at  the  house  of 

-truae,  Madame  do  Parnbcre — sucli  was  the  profligncy  of 

»U  »^  'f  the  young  girl's  iirotcctors  objected 

to  be.'  <  this  nb,-u)t!uned  woman — expressed  his 

Mlairaliiin  in  mure  explicit  language.     Stung  and  aatoniahed 
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with  her  coldooss,  which  onlj  heightened  hia  passimi,  bej 
endeavouTed  to  seduce  her  b^  the  most  biiUiaQt  offers, 
finuly  and  indignantly  refused ;  and  from  that  time  i 
shtmned  his  presence,  Madnme  de  Ferriol  learned,  with  i 
Tcxation,  the  scruples  of  the  young  girl,  who  had  certain!f> 
not  been  reared  iu  a  very  virtuous  fttmosphere.  That  &i 
should  have  refused  to  become  the  mi^trees  of  her  old  brothfl^ 
in-law  waa  perfectly  right  and  justifiable ;  bat  that  the  Kam* 
relucUnce  should  extend  to  the  first  piince  of  the  blood  ml 
regent  of  the  kingdom,  was  not  to  be  conceived.  Madsawdl 
Ferriol  was  ambitious  ;  the  Mar&bal  d'Uxellcs  was  deserting 
her :  might  not  AlssS  prove  the  stepping-stone  to  a,  nen  «nd 
more  dazzling  fortune  than  the  first  ?  She  urged  her  to  yield; 
she  combated  her  arguments  -  ehc  called  her  mora]  ecrapla 
foUy ;  and  exhorted  her  to  do  tts  aJl  around  her  did.  Auai, 
was  young,  inexperienced,  and  pliable  by  nature.  The  ' 
in  which  she  had  spent  her  youth  was  so  corrupt  that 
sense  of  moral  right  or  wrong  was  never  fully  develo 
She  ffradually  confessed  the  truth  of  Madame  de  FerrkTli 
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of  Mnd.iniu  tin   iVIlarirt,  ;iln.'ady  kiuwii  fur 

f,  and  t<nuivoeul  ci>nciMot,  Aisaf  met  »  Knight 

withoat  citlior  rtmk  or  wciUth  ;  but  whose  love  nhe 

^Mt  how  Ui  rfcsiut,  lilco  that  of  tlio   liceutioos  Prince 

Ibfat    Tlie  Clievalicr  d'A  jdie  was  young,  brave,  and  haiid- 

B :  a  tnio  hcni  i)f  nmuiuce  ;  with  »  liispcsition  fti  loyal 

I »!  tuiblL-,  ihnl  even  the  sfojitical  V4iltiure  cailled  hijn,  "  Le 

'  dntlkr  Bans  [Kmr  et  satut  n-jiroclie."    The  young  knight  ui> 

beheld   MadcmoisoUc  AIsmS  than    he    becuuie  deeply 

Shi"  rcturiifil  his  luve  :  then;  eiiBtcd  only  onu 

to  ttiiii  deep  and  niutnal  t>as»ioii.     The  parc>iils  <if 

lObmlier  d'Aydic,  who  were  as  pour  us  they  were  iHtble« 

1  Mily  ix>cD[Hdl«d  hiiu  to  enter  the  niilitAry  order  nf  tho 

Joha      Ilf  h.id,  sevcnl  yearn  before  their 

Iht)  vows  wiiicli  btiuud  him  ti^  lead  a  lif<> 

FnlAaoy.      It  was  then,  in  the  stniggie  which  cmiseicnce  tt 

s  nuintaiiiod  agaiitst  pasaioti,  that  all  thu  (aUl  argnmoiitti 

vf  Uadaae  de  Ferriol  rucurrod  tii  thu  mind  of  Aissd.     She 

pitti  tu  their  force  ;  and  hiT  prutvctreas,  satisfied  at  tlia 

kuflktinn  cif  n  virtue  which  h^d  Wtii  a  silout  reproach  t<> 

\m  own  mjscuudact,  openly  mincttoned,  bt^twcen  her  word  and 

■    '■'      ''  r  d'Aydte,  a  cDunexiiiu  which  was  only  trvatiHl 

if  coime  by  the  sticioty  in  which  tiiey  miiwd. 

ti»d   oltAtur   nnCrrcd  the  aoul   uf  Atii^  too  Litv. 

.  ..iinivance  of  lUaUauc  dv  ViUotte,  who  feigned  U> 

<  to  En^'land.  whilst  sho  left  her  in  a  retinnl  tjuarter 

■':-'■    '..   a   daughter,   n  ■  iL      Her 

.       1    ,  ,     i        >i  in  n  provini  >  .it.,  wher« 

■^  jMMtl  nnder  thu  itiimH  of  }iVufa  Bhick,  nieco  of  Lord 

Mbf^hntkr.      But  thtm^h  appearancoii,  which  were  still  of 

puawuBt  imptjrtance  in  that  corrupt  world,  werti  thus  auved. 


IWmo 

A.V, 


10  fttid  degradation  never  left  Mii<ionioi«etJe 

itrally  to<t  pure  and  dclictiti'!  for  tlie  errorw 

r  unhappy  eilneation  had  wade  ber  fall 

'■  '!i>lr  child  only  incrcasrd  the  [Mission  of  Uio 

Ho  had  already  i>tr4:red  lua  mistreisB  to 

A  dupooBtion  from  the  Pop«,  luud  marry  her;  but 
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khe  hiul  steadily  refused  :  ber  unkBO\ni  cirigin,  tl 
Let  lover,  nnd  the  jircjutUcca  of  the  age,  which 
rendered  such  iin  nllinnce  de^'rading  for  him,  ma 
ill  her  i-ufusa],  cveuulii'U  she  bocarue  a  umthor, 
of  his  [Mission,  the  r.lievalieT  viiinlj-  cntruat<-d  ASs 
liiin  to  the  Sulitude  of  some  remute  laiul,  where  I 
live  in  peace  and  happiness  :  aho  firmly  decline 
distance  of  time  it  k  diiiicult  to  niidcrstnnd  luiij 
L<?r  scruples  :  they  wt>ru  prubably  strengthened  byi 
pf  the  Comte  de  Nogent,  who,  hsviiig  iiujirudeg 
the  beautiful  slave,  brought,  like  ber,  from  Con 
M.  de  Ferriol,  had,  in  consequence,  been  -:  ' 
bitter  insults.  The  dread  of  ent^iiliug  : 
lover  made  Mademoisello  Alssfi  disintcri  t-  i 
ijwn  hopes  of  feUtity  to  his  honour.  "  ili.v^trkcr  i 
pinesa  it  might  be  for  me  to  become  his  wife,''  i 
wrote  to  her  friend  Madiinie  Calaudriiii,  "  I 
chevalier  for  himself.  What  woold  the  worldj 
married  an  unknown  dependant  on  the  family  c»f  j 
value  his  honour  too  higlily,  and  I  am  tf>o  proud  ■" 
cnnmiit  this  folly.  Would  the  chevalier  always  thid 
Hc)esnoTvl  He  might  repent ;  and  then,  indeed,  I  shq 
of  grief  at  thi}  thought  of  having  caused  his  uuhayld 
the  thouj^bt,  more  bitter  still,  of  being  no  longer  I^^| 
MadiUuo  Caiandrini,  whom  uhe  thus  :•■''  ^-^l 
of  much  piety  and  virtue,  residing  at  (i^  n^H 

endeavoured  t<>  awaken  Aixs£  to  u  sense  ot  ber  ^^| 
succeeded ;  f<ir  the  young  girl's  soul  was  natnnJ^H 
good.  But  the  alfcction  she  had  conceived  for  l^^| 
wae  no  transiiiiit  luve  :  tho  utrug'^le  hotwecn  pa&iIt^H 
was  long  and  fitll  of  bitterness.  The  ill-temper  ^^t 
de  Ferriol,  to  whose  house  she  returned  dfter  the  ^^M 
tild  a)nbaS!;ador,  added  to  Alss^s  sorrow.  I^^^^l 
obedience,  Luwever  entire,  could  please  the  wa^^^ 
notwithstanding  all  her  faults,  Alasd-  considered  SSTB 
fantrcis  of  her  youth.  Stolen  visiu  to  the  convcitf^B 
cbihJ  irtie  brought  up,  and  th.u  aScuViuu  ul  XV(^  Ocvsi^H 
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f^jf^li»  could  Lave  m(Ja!g«d  lii  Uial  iilTt.-<:ti<in 

hlttiL     Tli'nigh  opjiR'iMicd  with  rcmone, 

■yduiit  htT  foelint-is  io  vniu.     "  Alas  1"  na  she  ngsin 

Madame  CalAadrinl,  "  I  ttAvc  not  the  courage  of 

mmfftooL     R«BSun,  your  coutuel,  and  DiTm«  gmcc 

mitot  -  IS  my  passion."     And  sho  ingenoiuly 

to  Jttal  .  'uuiiun  tii  her  friuiid  mid  to  ker  own 

Tho  chevalit»r  loved  her  ao  t«iidt<rly,  that  it  vould 

luilfl  not  to  return  his  lin'c,     Wna  she  not  bound  to 

tut  the  B&ku  of  their  child  )" 

«  V-  I    h»;r   friend,  cunsiilod    her,   hot 

hfr  Ai'as^  admitted  thuii  trutli,  but 

tbfl  ilr«ad«(l  prriod  which  should  [iUcl'  an  eternal  bar 
bar  and  tli«  eaati  iihe  ioved.  "  IVrhaiia,"  aU«  sudly 
Uj  obatrved — hoinng,  when  hope  there  was  none — 
kU,  aft«r  all,  have  uicivy  uii  mh.  Alus  \  I  hnvo  h-ird 
to  go  tlitougb.  I  have  had  thcni  nil  my  Life.  I 
nysalf — ali  I  why  were  you  imt  Madame  de  Ferriol  t 
vooU  have  taoght  me  to  love  i-irtue.  .1  knew  you 
ino  lat«i  You  alone  develojKsd  my  soul  :  it  was 
i  ti  be  rirtnona." 
I  in  alwaya  rcntcmbcring,"  she  observed  on  another 
llie  ocmrvenatioti  we  bad  in  your  room.  I  make 
4(l»  vUcli  idU  me.  ....  H.apfiy  arc  thoee  whose  rirtnr 
IMUm  tknn  to  triam|th  over  a  niiuil.'ir  weakness  !  Tu  break 
ini^h  tbe  Uiiula  of  a  moat  violent  psvwion,  of  a  inost  tender 
le  fricndnhi)),  .inch  is  my  Cite:  It  is  terrible. 
be  worse  t  and  yet  you  wish  mo  to  do  it.  I  will ; 
tbat  I  can  survire  it  I  fear  to  return  to  Pariit : 
rer  briugH  me  nearer  to  the  chevalier,  and  I  ain 
to  tie  far  from  bini.  1  know  not  wlint  I  wiah.  Oil, 
i4jf,'  tl..  — "  why  may  not  my  passion  be 

Wfcrttoi  iMfint?" 

WWb  <  lie  Ai«i<>  wriitv  thia^  ahe  bad  already  bt<cn 

iIUkJi^  .  i:  -  1  I .  i:    f^f  several  years  ;  but  tlnif, 

Kv^hl  I  aliened  Ibeir  affection.     Ita 

tod  «u>oen(>  letitii'ifi  iirt  slroggk  very  bitter.     Utr 


8S 


WOMAK  IS  PKOJCE. 


lieaJth  soon  sank  under  tLo  weight  <)f  her  wiirow.  wliidi  I 
increased  by  iLe  despair  the  clievidicr  fvit  wkuu  he  llul^ 
himself  on  the  point  of  losing  her.     "  Every  one,"  shci 
when    slie    had    partly    recovered,    "  pitied    luui. 
itiadaiue,  ynu  would  have  wept  as  [did.     Ho  hftd  *  1 
fc-nr  lest  I  should  die     Ilia  grief  and  saduesii  were  so  | 
that  I  had  to  coii^olo  him,  «nd  to  conceal  r.- 
liiin  ns  much  as  I  could.     His  eyes  were  . 
ttun.     I  did  not  dare  to  look  at  him.     Muditnic  do* 
nsked  mc  one  dny  if  1  liad  bewitched  hi:n  1     1  luiawe 
olurm  which  I  uaed  was  to  love  ftgaiust  my  own  wiS,  j 
t>y  render  his  life  <is  happy  ns  1  coutd." 

It  Wita  the  bund  of  !iu  affeetioii  bo  true,  wi  teuder, : 
constant,  whioli  Aiwt-  liad  now  t«  sever.     She  Accomp 
her  taak  tnuurnlulty,  but  without  weaknetut.     The  CheT 
d'Aydio  bad  boen  well  aware  <>f  llAdamc  Cidamlriiii'g  et 
to  nrclnim   his   luistress.      He   uevfur  sought   to    hjijkiw! 
lady's  infliictico,  bat  in  the  most  Couching  ivnm  he  bvaif 
AiJM£  not  to  deprive  him  of  her  love.     He  rcnewcKl  hi* 
"f  marriage,  which  she  again  declined.    Tiio  dfcad  of  aKen 
him  for  ever  mmle  licr  lnttg  delay  her  resolve  ;  bat  »hrt  j 
at  length  ytelded  to  conscience,  and  she  accordiugly  > 
to  the  (IhevaUer  dWydie,  tliat  fricnd.<!hip  must  bene 
the  oidy  fueling  between  tliem.     U«r  iwrrow  was  too  i 
and  he  loved  her  t<»o  well,  to  indulge  in  Uf  ' 
or  reproaches     He  submitted  to  la'r  dcvi 
grief,  but  rc.Higtiedly ;  protesting  that  her  ad'ectiou, ' 
name  slie  might  give  it,  would  cvw  be  his  only 
happiness,   and   promi»ing   never   to  seek   lo 
against  the  dict;itc.s  of  her  conscience-     !'  ttj 

his  word  ;  and,  though  years  of  mingled  -  .1 1 

had  faded  the  uumberleag  charms  whicli  had  first  co 
him,  tu»  love  for  L 1    ''  '  -  4i 

and  true.     In  the  ie| 

whimsical  proposal  that,  when  thoir  years  were  sucb 
justify  such  a  course,  without  giving  nte  to  KmndU, 
Mliaald  both  reside  uud«r  Ibe  Kai&i;<  twi\,  an^  «\m!::A  ' 
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Iktir  hie  togcUicr;    tliuit  mtliiiiiig  in  their  old  age  tlic 
yli-  III,'  of  UiL'ii- youtli.     MiulcinowO»< 

111"  hciml  him  ;  fur  tiiv  kjuw  h!ic 
I  B«TiT  live  to  see  (ivfii  that  Mcond  drciiin  fulfilled. 
'  Sbt  anlmtly  dcaireil  to  coiisiirnito  her  jjenitonco  by  cuii- 
;  her  uu»  to  a  priest ;  l>u(  Madamu  de  Ferriol  woul<l  nut 
ptbtUy  hard  »;mr;tJoiU'd  siv  jidJ  Ais*<i  Vioa  Ut)\v  t<M> 

wii  %o  gu  cvt'u  to  till'   II  i.ig  thurch.      A  plot  t«> 

her  1.0  c»iTy  her  df*ire  into  effect  was  accordiugly 
between  the  thevaiier,  Mailumo  du   Utfliiiid,  anj 
_  t!r  l*iiT*borft     Tho  latter  lady  called  on  her  friend, 

*»il  loeik  her  in  her  fjirriugo  to  the  bouse  of  Madame  du 
,  where  a  elcrjjyman  bad  been  Lwught  by  the  Chevalier 
Thi«  suleaiii  rveunciliiition  of  her  soul  to  God,  gave 
(•|iQtK»of  mind  »bu  hud  never  knowu  till  then.  The 
[Jtiife  wna  over,  the  bitter  cup  wns  quaffed,  and  she 
BUuJly  atreugtLciied  and  [mrlBed  by  its  wbolcsomc 
H«r  conscience  wiw  at  rest ;  the  chevalier  loved 
Fflfll;  ttbfl  might  love  htm  without  feeling  burdened  by  tb(< 
tcBorfthame.  Put  tliiii  Lajiitluesa— for  ba{j|ime&!i  it 
ive  heel) — cuuo  t<Mt  late.  The  stretigtii  of  life  and 
f^  kad  be«a  8|>eQt  in  the  long  gtru;;gle  a^iuu»t  ]uis!ii<>n, 
'    <  >t  mistukB  soon  tdd  Aiss^-  that  her  life  wan 


J»r  .  d  too  much  not  U^  feel  resigned ;  but  she 

ilj   i    :u    contetuiikte    the   chevalier's   grief.       An 

I  be  omid  by  his  gifU  have  hoped  to  win  back  the  life 

''b«ii  "h.- was  conjiliindy  li'  on 

'■  But  love  av;iiled  i  ith, 

,ht  Aisse  neurrr  to  the  t«rnn  of  her  existence. 

•  ivre    her  end,  ahe   thus   addieaaed   Mudiuno 

for  the  last  time  :  "  llie  life  I  liare  led  has  been 

»L      Hare  I  fver  had  iin  instant's  joy  I     I  could 

i  wilL  iny»e!f.     I  dreaded  to  think.     Remorse  never 

mo  from  the  time  that  I  ojieued  my  eyes  to  the 

I  at  my  emim.     Whv.  tb*  ii.  .sluuild  I  dread  the  sejiani- 

\tt  *y  »iul,  iirn-e  I  fn'l  icuviijcid  thu»  Ood  is  &U  ^ucA- 
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ui>Ni,  aiiil  tliut  my  real  happitiess  shall  date  from  the 
when  I  leiivc  this  misemhle  lH>Jy )" 

After  a  lung  aud  painful  il!nei»,  MaUemuiselle  Ala*4 
nn  the  13th  of  M.vi^h  1733.  She  \wm  buiicd  in  the 
which  the  fumtly  of  I'V-riinl  possessi-d  in  die  church  uf 
Koch.  Within  the  twrrow  cirdo  where  she  had  Hh« 
ckAnn  of  Uer  gt-titlo  presence,  Iter  ileiith  wan  deeply  feJt 
if  others  were  atlmired,  she  was  loved.  Madamu  de  Plws 
vrho  had  attended  on  her  diuiog  her  Kickness  with  t! 
votcdaesB  of  ;i  sister,  long  inoumed  her  loss ;  ubid 
hunentud  even  hy  the  selfish  Madame  du  DcfTand.  S< 
Iter  maid,  incutisulable  at  the  death  of  her  gentle 
entered  a  convent.  The  sorrow  of  the  Chevalier  d'iiydi 
the  most  bitter  ivnd  hLHtin<j.  Thuugb  he  gnrvived  the 
he  hud  hjvod,  for  many  ye.irs,  he  uerer  ceased  ti>  chi 
moniory.  He  retired  to  the  cnnntry,  and  devoted  Iiiini 
the  ediicutiun  i>f  Iiis  diingbtiir ;  whose  dazzling  beauty  v 
recalled  her  mother,  stu-h  as  she  was  when  he  bi>ho!d  hi 
ut  Madanie  du  Dttffatid's — yoou^',  beautiful,  and  happy. 

With  Madomiviseilo  Alw»u  condiides  the  history  nf  i 
inllnence  under  the  regeney.  Although  she  outlived  thi 
of  that  period  for  sevend  years,  she  belongs  to  it  f 
odueation  and  by  her  crron; :  but  thc>agh  she  wag  not 
tiuistc  ail  to  cseape  its  imuiomiity,  she  at  least  nerer  j 
[taxed  in  its  heartless  comiption.  Hhe  was  one  uf 
wwmeu  in  upjier  society  whom  no  faults  of  condact 
wholly  divest  of  their  native  truth  And  parity,  lier 
was  limited :  but  within  its  sphere  it  was  a  si'Vorc, 
Ktrango  aa  it  may  seem — a  moral  power.  Her  earui 
and  hiincstj  of  fecllug  were  recognised  and  resjuieted.  . 
otiJy  the  cxtreuii-  '  <  and  frivolouanusa 
I'arabfre  which  [  her  frrrni  being  rei 

fricn<L  Ucr  efforts  to  inspire  her  with  the  desire  of  » 
life  were  well  known.  Uii  one  ocrahion,  when  Mndai 
PamWre  had  diaearded  her  lover,  thoise  who  wisihcd  to 


tlus 


in  I: 
op/. 


fnaa.  meeting  until  Uie  Luly  abooJd  have  made  u  iiuw 


doL^noe  vluoh  Atiiii6  diij[iliiyed  towards  Madamo  de 

did  not  extend  to  Madame  de  Tencin.      Between 

t»u  wiitiicD — one  frail  and  erring,  but  «till  ko  candid 

[jdcd  ;  tho  other  licartless,  tormpt,  and  a  pro- 

rttntabltr — there  always  existed   a  strung  feeling  uf 

ttUir.n,     Mademoiselle  ATasfi  pitied  Madame  do  ParaMre, 

•  1  her  vices  :  the  wenkneas  of  her  chiiracter 

.  <>.xcnHcd  her  ;  hut  there  wa»  »irnotlung  in 

111    ,1.  i;  t.ili.-nts  and  t<ttal  want  »(  prineijili',  char- 

of   M^iil.iuic  de  Tcui'in,  ■nhieh  "wm,  and  juatly  8u, 

npugnatit   to  ber  moral  seiuse   than   mere  proflipicy. 

tikft  could  Hut  avoid  miiigliiij;  with  tho«o  whoae  view 

nriwl,  habit  nevi-r  niiligated  MaKlemoiiwIle  Awsf's 

don  a(;aiii»t  the  corrupliou  of  the  3l;o  :  she  expressed 

'■-  •■  f^irrcxpondcnec,  with  singiilar  force  and  energy. 

a.  wlicn  her  pen  refuacil  to  trace  aouio  new  deed 

d:    "  K  very  thing  that 

'  :  1  eoniiiig  deBlruclion." 

her  own  example  always   sanctioned  her  principles, 

[le  ASmC  luv^ht  have  pntwt'saod  a  power  far  more 

I  and  tmnefioial  than  that  nhieh  she  owned  :  and  yet, 

•  torrept  was  tlie  ap',  her  scrupleti  luid  sincere  penitence  wore 

jHiiicr  much  ailmired  nor  understood.     The  deep  sorrow  she 

I  fir  tiie  erron  tif  her  youth  (vnly  excited  a  feeling  very 

in  the  mind  of  Voltaire,  when  he  read  lier 

I  naay  years  after  her  deatlL     That  aorrow  haa 

I  and  «Xftlt«d  her  nveuiory  in  lUe  judgment  of  jtostdrity. 

I  part  which  tlie  Circaasiau  ATvtc  acte<l  in  the  histuty  of 

ia  Dot  perhaps  very  strildng  ov  imiHirtiint.      But 

t  is  to  dwell  on  the  state  of  French  aociety 

J.,  will  ever  find  ir  difficnlt  to  f>.rJ>car  ijitri>- 

Woof  a  fiicnro  ao  touching  and  so  pure,  amidst  the  ahamekM 

b^n  whlJi  muat  form  the  Huhjrct  of  Uicir  whute  ]>ictim. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

rE  VIEW  OF  TUE  EEGENCV— 
-SIAIJAME    l>K    LA     WM'El.i 
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Tts  Kf^ey  can  ouly  Le  viewed  aa  one  of  thnau  transitory 
r.nnili  wUcIi  nccmwi  <lc«tiii<'il  to  murk  in  history  the  pas*- 
ge,  iiiherwiite  tuo  uudiiuu  and  viuleut,  £ri>iu  cue  ejiuch  ta 
urthet. 

the  reign  of  Lotiis  XIV.  and  tlmt  of  bis  son- 
i  but  fctill  inajojjtic  tyranny,  uu  ihd  oue  baud, 
anil  «  weak,  pn>Hig.ile  dcsjiotixin  on  the  nther, — it  is  erident 
tiul  the  ariiitrjry  puwiT,  once  su  strung  uiid  8i>  rcflj^ctw}, 
tontd  nut  hare  futlc-u  iinmedLktely,  and  witlnxtt  jireparatinn, 
tlie  ctHit^irapt  and  ahliorrcnee  whith  forfitold  ita  approacfi- 
niia.  Even  a«>  the  liumiui  miud  seldom  paaseB  at  uiice 
:  implicit  belief  tu  total  sceptidam,  so  that  aggregate  nf 
i  icindH  called  a  nation  rcquirusi  au  interveuing  pt"ri<id 
I  It  wholly  rcniJiuicea  the  gods  whom  its  f.ithers  have 
TOlBlupp«d.  The  sway  of  the  regent  acted  ua  thu  necessary 
tmnritioti  between  a  res]vected  though  hollow  power,  and  one 
rIulIi,  whilst  it  proved  more  hollow  Btill,  was  not  entitlcfl 
fven  to  the  sliadow  of  TP-afmi't, 

The  Bccret  corruption  wliich  undermined  society  during  the 

long  reign  of  Louis  XIV.  broke  forth  openly  at  the  death  of 

age<l   monarch.     Tlifi  nation,  on  suddenly  timling  itself 

after  years  of  gloomy  restraint,  plunged  headlong  into 

mont  senattal  eacceasea.     None  jiaused  to  esamine  what 

should  nyoct  or  admit :  licence  waa  the  step  which  led 

.  iosincero  devotion  to  professed  acepticisDL     During  the 

at'»  sway,  all  faith  in  religious  and  poliUcul  institutions 
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seenieJ  to  perish  ;  mat^rialkni  in  its  ojDssest  form  tM^cannc  ( 
Ijrevailing  feeling  of  the  nntion  :  a  fcoling  which  the  sno 
ing  philusophers  partly  adopted  and  partly  purified, 
openly  making  it  the  creed  of  Fraaco.     It  is  this  diiTeiva 
lietwcen  the  mere  indistinct  feeliit^j  and  the  f  idly -defined  cmd 
which  draws  so  wide  a  di»titiotion  between  tlie  regency  and 
the  rcigii  of  Louis  XV.     The  corrtiptitm  wliich  was  recklfxJv 
pructbed  at  one  [wriod  tas  a  dcS.iuec  agtuiist  the  meniiir-.  <! 
Loui»  XrV.,  wiia  systemntically  adopted  nnd    - 
the  following  reign  ;  and,  by  destroying  the  ri.i 
of  the  Middle  Ages,  it  tended  to  aid  the  cause  of  acei 
It  was  thus  that  France  passed  from  t-hat  aitsterc  t'    • 
caying  faitli  which  characterised  the  scventeeiitii 
the  corroding  and  lictntiona  incredulity  of  thi 

If  we  t;»ke  this  retrospective  view  of  the  i  ,,      . . 
cause  that  period  was  succeeded  by  a,  few  ye^rs  of  repow  ami 
coiiiimrativc  decency,  which  might  have  led  an  unrefl<  '' 
mind  to  conjecture  tliat  these  previous  siitunialia  of  a  i 
j^tower  could  pass  and  leave  no  trace  behind.     The  yen 
the  king,  the  purity  of  his  curly  life,  and  the  cautious  lui. 
tiaa  of  the  prime  minister,  Cardinal  Fleury,  caused  o 
•  'I'ulatod  to  favour  this  Wief.   Itwiia.howB 

I'  _  this  period  that  philosophy  acfjitired  the  I 

which  was  to  prove  so  formidable.     As  yet.  it  was 
fcued  or  understood  :  it  oijy  embodied  the  opinions  of  M  fd 
individuals  :  it  had  not  become  the  creed  of  the  tiatioiL 

Tlic  free  development  of  philosophy  was  grciitly  favoun 
by  the  personal  chaiucters  of  Fleury  and  the  young  king  ; 
both,  though  through  different  motives,  forbore  to  iuti 
with    tile   pMfes.sfjrs   of  the  new  doctrines.     The  an 
vanity  <if   Louis  XIV.,  as  well  as  Iii-t  natural  tastes,  ! 
Liiii,  in  the  spirit  of  his  contemporaries,  to  identify  hiii 
with  .ilmost  every  remarkable  nioveinent  which  took  place, 
was  thus  that  he  controlled  litcraturo  by  becoming  its  pat 
and  Completely  nilcd  Frei:  •      The  ii  lap 

thetie  Louis  XV.,  on  the  <  .      ave  u])  IL'   _  j. 

to  his  ministers  and  miatresaiia,  and  aliandoned  to  women  i 
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Iiicb  nn  unerring  instinrt 
■tire.  TLl*  u."uue  uf  Loui» 
r.  ii  crmnccled  with  every  event  of  liis  reign  ;  thnt  of  his 
mig]it  almost  he  otnitted  in  tlic  luHtoiy  (if  tlio 
ccnuiff.  In  this  irulifforonci?  of  Louis  XV.  to  the 
"pryHi"*  exeiriite  of  power  originaUnl  a  wide  sepiinition  br- 
ibe court  and  I'Vencli  sotioty,  uuknown  uiitii  his  reiga. 
1  Hitiierto  tli«  innnarcli  hoil  been  the  great  arbiter  of  pablit: 
'  '  '  < .},  but  tfio  influciieo  wa«at  leaht 
.:irt  ruled  cvtrytliirig,  from  stnti- 
iHkUera  i<»  Lbe  bucccss  of  a  iicw  play.  AVliat  the  court  prainetl 
-■'Tibly  aJmirod  in  Paris.  Soch  nt  le»st  hud  been  Uw 
-■  the  long  reign  of  Louia  XIV.  The  Htlle  heeil 
ifuis  XV.  took  of  iiiiytliing  not  concerning  liis  jilensurca,  ami 
'  timiil  !H."ru['les  of  i'lejiry — buth  so  ninrh  opposed  to  the 
at  aotl  piMgrossivc  spirit  of  tliv  age — firet  created  a  fooling 
'  '  ■  ''       i  in  society.    This  fi'eling  soon  becninf 

!  scarcely  concealed,  and  openly  de- 
in  the  end.     The  court  long  jifTccted  to  contemn  the 
j»nwer  which  hful  tliius  sprung  up  into  exi«tenee ;  and 
iljr  attenifited  to  snpersetle  it  when  it  h.-wl,  in  time,  become 
in  «if  the  age.     The  .attempt  was,  from  its  natiirc, 
to  fail ;  and,  after  a  liiicf  strugsilc,  Ver«iaille8  bowf'd 
on  tUo  decrees  of  a  world  frrun  which  it  had,  until  then, 
kid  aloof  with  cuntempt. 
It  neeii  fCATcely  be  mentioned  that  thia  new  [xiwcr  wan 
iiler  the  wile  and  inimediatc  control  of  women.     \Vltili--t 
ol  Utleul  were  neglected  by  the  court,  tho  clever  ladica 
P&nei«a  eociety  received  them  in  their  S!il(icm.s.     It  van 
who  complied  with  the  demands  of  the  age,  which 
■ury  n<ir  Ltmis  XV.   understood.       The   cardiniil 
si»l  iu>d  <lissliked  ljc;bt  literature,  which  lie  considered  of  n 
pn^Hts  tendency ;  tho  king  was  wholly  indifferent  to  it. 
wnoien  Msiied  nu  that  important  power :  they  gave 
'iiicr  parties,  and  soon  drew  titj^ctber  the  great 
fti:  ■}'■     When  it  was  found  that  they  could  niise 

to  rvputiition  aud  to  social  power  more  securely  than 
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luinUters  or  fftTouritcs,  their  coort  suporscdeU  th&t  of  i 
Thus  H  wiisi  thut  w»iu»ii  were  nmnug  tLe  first  wlio  pared  tbe' 
ws,y  to  tliose  grvat  changes  in  the  religions  aiid  [MUtt>-.\l  t'-Mt 
of  the  iiatiiin  wliich  occurred  towards  the  close  of  tli 

During  the  earlier  iMJiiiuii  of  Lwiia  XV. 's  rcigij,  ..., 
Kophic  power  developed  itself  slo-wly,  but  not  wholly 
oeived.      Already    ewry  literary   proJuctiuti,    hbit<«y, 
tn^edjr,  or  romiincc,  introtluceil  thuse  signifiuint  di^cls 
agAinnt  fmiiiticbtn  aiid  the  priesthood,  which,  at  a  Inter  ] 
were  directed  ngaiitst  religioa  itself.     It  wm  n&tutul ) 
evitable.  ititdcr  ati  absolute  govemaieiit,  that  books  sba 
organ  of  [lubUc  opinion.    Tiii  • 
:  I  Ills,  liter.iture  was  invested  v; 
one  by  the  general  and  tacit  consent  of  aodety.     ILui  Flsnij 
be«ii  a  man  uf  daring  nnd  cotnmiinding  mind,  V     ^'      ' ' 
IlAve  uonciliuted   the  philosuphic  (inrty,  :md   - 
snbdtied,  the  vehement  of  their  att/ieks  on  reUgion. 
t)i(>ngh  aware  of  their  dMigcrom  iufliiencc,  the  corviinal  von 
neither  conciliate  them  by  protection  nor  irrituto   than 
f>crsecution.     lie  never  ventured  buyond  u  timid  r«pni^i) 
which  they  Hcareely  hewied. 

Tliin  n^cditinv  course  wna  thnt  whicli  the  pnidrnt  and  cautio 
prie.<t  adopted  in  govenilng  France.     By  merely  nllowi 
couutry  to  recover  iu  peace  and  quietness  from  the  dui 
inflicted  by  the  auibition  of  L<iuis  XIV.,  he  cH'eoteri  much 
liut  even  whilst  lie  miule  peace  and  economy  the  liosis 
govcniment,  Cardinal  Fleury  was  well  aware  of  Dumb 
evils,  in  which,  though  he  Mt  his  y" 
move  them,  he  p.irtly  f()rc5.-»w  the  . 
tie.     The  accuiuidaled  mtjierics  of  centuries  iiiy  beyond  hi 

oh  ;  they  required  no  less  than  tlio  vigorous  aoii  pcsrm 
interference  of  the  nation :  iu  oilier  words,  a  nn'olntiou. 
Fleury  folt  ;  awl,  with  thf 
sidered  this  dissoliitiuu  (<i  i. 
end  of  the  world  :  tbo  increasing  spirit  of  irreligiaa  ci.infir 

liim  iJi  thhi  belief.     Wi''    -     '• ■  • ■  •;   *' 

however,  pertiati-d  in  I 
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he  perceived  the  gradual  and  fatal  advances.  Without  ven- 
turing on  serious  opposition,  he  ri^dly  refused  to  allow  the 
philosophers  any  other  influence  than  that  social  one  of  which 
they  were  already  possessed ;  either  undervaluing  this  inflnencci 
or  feeling  hia  own  inability  to  repress  it.  When  the  young 
and  libertine  AbbC*  de  Bemis — la  bouquetiere  du  Pamasse,  as 
his  frivolous  talent  for  versifying  had  made  him  be  called — 
asked  the  old  cardinal  for  a  living,  Fleury  peremptorily  re- 
fused. "You  shall  never,"  he  observed,  "obtain  a  li\-ing 
whilst  I  live."  "I  shall  wait,  then,"  was  the  prompt  and 
audacious  reply.  And  a  few  years  later  Cardinal  Bemis  go- 
verned France  with  Madame  de  Pompadour. 

It  has  been  observed,  and  with  great  truth,  that  the  philo- 
sophers were  treated  too  much  like  the  young  abbe.  As  long 
as  the  cardinal  Uved,  they  could  do  little  outwardly ;  but, 
like  the  abbe,  the  whole  body  bided  their  time,  inwarrlly 
exclaiming,  "  We  shall  wait ;"  and  like  him,  too,  when  the 
old  cardinal  was  in  his  grave,  they  governed  Franee — as  they 
had  longed  to  govoni  her — by  the  jwwer  of  ideas. 

Thus,  favoured  by  the  indifference  of  the  nionareli  and  the 
timidity  of  liLs  ministers,  philosopliic  literature  developed  itself 
fiecly.  We  have  used  the  term  "  j)hilo.sophie  literature,"  be- 
cause literature,  which  in  France  hiid  been  learned  and  reli- 
gious during  the  sixteenth  century,  jKietical  and  brilliant  in 
the  seventeenth,  became  almost  exclusively  philosophic  in  the 
tighteeuth  century.  Never,  indeed,  was  there  an  age  less 
fitted  for  faith  or  iwetry  :  the  deep  and  withering  corruption 
i..f  the  regency  seemed  to  have  destroyed  the  very  root  of 
these  faculties  in  man.  To  know  and  study  himself — not, 
hiiwever,  in  an  elevated  point  of  view — became  his  i^roatust 
intcUettual  want.  Abstract  reasoning  superseded  feeling  and 
im;ij;ination  :  a  cold  analj-tic  tendency  is  reuiarkalile  in  the 
earliest  productions  of  this  jicriod.  But  howt.-ver  heartless  the 
action  of  intellect  may  have  then  been,  it  was  full  of  life  and 
eiitrgj'.  After  the  crossness  and  licence  of  the  reireiioy,  a 
reaction  took  place  in  the  feelings  of  the  nation,  and  tJiere 
arose  a  universal  wish  for  intellectual  excitement. 
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Two  ■women,  Miuliuiie  de  la  Popeliai^rc  iwid  ifadamc  di  1 
r:  i  tited  tiio  various  aspects  of  this  q<\    ' 

(.  :   nation;  iladame  du  Maine  nnd  tl. 

eajints  cii'  fic'pniix  witl-  already  lelt  far  behind.     Mea  i 
world,  who  to  their  general  liccntiousncsa  unitifil  a  volujji- 
t.iste  for  I  in;  fine  arts,  nimgled  with  shigcrs,  Buisicians,  jKuni 
and  [loot*,  in  tlie  drinving-roonj  cif  tl-  '  1  Matlaina 

Pojitliuiiro.     This  lady,  herself  the  >i  I'juiACtn 

thu  wife  of  one  of  tlic  wealthiest  farmers-general  of  the  day, 
ivdmiraMy  adajiled  to  coaaect  the  degenerate  scions  of  a  r 
1i;ns  uobLlity  with  the  men  who  administered  to  their  jilex- 
She  heliK'd  to  found  the  loose  and  degraded  school  ii{ 
■which  had  already  superseded  the  stjitely  uiiigiiilicencc  inl 
duocd  under  Louis  XIV.,  and  which  was  afterwarda  hroi 
Ui  it»  Li^hust  point  by  the  patronage  of  ^ladante  dc 
«lour.     31.  do  la  Popcliniere  was  one  uf  those  opuli 
unctcrs  whoso  intercourse  and  aUiimees  with  the  nnbilii 
enabled  them  to  acciuire  idl  the  eit«rnai  ptdbh  of  tlio 
ranks  of  SDciotj*.     The  growing  iini>ortance  of  thia  class  wi 
revolution  in  the  niannera  of  the  nation,  v  '     ' 
in  the  f<irra  of  iheir  government.     JI.  du  I.' 
tatioos  patrumige  of  ai'tista  had  won  for  bim  the  title  cl 
French  Mecjcnas,     Raiinjan,  the  composer;  Vauc^ 
Biechanician ;  Vonloo,  the  painter ;  his  lovely  ^vifc, 
duccd  It;di:Hi  siiiL'ing  into  France  ;  Lany,  the  dancer,  wii 
poeta  like  the  rc»y  Al)b<>  de  Bcniis  nr  ttio  hea^y  Bernard,  (i 
inaj^imviTTuitely  tijuucil  "  le  geotil,")  represented  art  .-uid  pool 
at  the  house  of  llje  rich  financier. 

Madame  dc  la  Po[ieluiicre  was  Cir  aoperior  to  her  bus! 
Her  mother,  Mademoiselle  D.<vucour,  had  educated  her  for 
stage,  00  which  she  would  pndiably  Lave  figured  ■nnth  mui 
>ppIaU9C,  if  .M.  lie  la  Popeliui<)re,  fasciiuited  by  hur  beauty 
elegant  wit,  hiul  not  made  her  hia  mistress.     M.'tde 
Uaueour  represented  her.telf  to  Madame  de  Tenein  aa 
been  seduced  by  her  lover  ;  luid  ao  interested  her  proteoli 
iu  her  behalf,  that  she  mentioned  her  case  to   the   pi 
ailaintcr.     Tlie  act  of  openly  keeywij  a  iii-^'i.\\aa  ^waa  ». 
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;  the  h(iurs;coi»ie  :  vice  wivt 

Wi  .    .^^    , ^.    '1    tLu  iioUo  and    the  great. 

^ry  exxdeil  tliiil  IL  do  U  Popetini^rc  should  marry  Ma- 

ellc  Daucour ;  tli  .in  casu  of  refusal,  to  with- 

tie  Inane  wLicL  li^  ii  tlio  king  as  fjinuoc-genenil, 

de  U  foiK-liititrc  cfimjilicd  ;  but  Lc  never  forgave  hia  mis- 

I  t/«M  tlic  mtiAU!>  she  hail  takeu  tu  eccure  the  rank  of  his  wife. 

u«  de  la  rofn'IiniiTc  winn  became  one  fif  the  mniit 

I  tJin  Parisian  world     81ie  nda]itc"<l  herself 

f    _  ii  with  lingular  case  Jiud  tact,  auii  did  the 

of  tier  husbamrA  hon^e  with  tho  utmost  groco  and 

«Utf.     Her  wit  and  taste  bfi-^anie  celebrated  ;  the  latter 

Sly  WM  especially  diajJaycd  in  the  judgments  .she  passed 

all  the  wt.rks  of  art  or  litoi-iture  subuiittod  to  her  :  she 

aatia   tliimght   iuftdlihlc   iii   Eiidi   matters.     An  iviipeal 

aoy  of  her  decisiotts  was,  until  J.  B.  Rousseau  came, 

d  of.     Mamiuiitol,  an  excellent  jtidgit 

iiy  nil  means  prejudiecil  in  hur  favour. 

of  her  talentd  as  a  witic  with   the   highest  prai.si*. 

le  de  la  I'opcliuiJrc,"  he  nbstrve.s,  in  liij*  Memoins, 

eo^^^  attention.     She  wished  me  to  read  'Aristo- 

ihcr;  and  of  all  the  critics  I  hud  consulted  she  was, 

pinion,    the   best.     Ailct   hearing    my  tragedy,   she 

it  rntli  siugolar  cIcamc^A  nod  precision ;  retraced  the 

'  "  liy  scene ;  remarked  the  passages 

iiful,  as  well  aa  those  she  thought 

iwliiiu  all  the  correctiotia  she  proposed  stntek  nie  aa 

'  mys  of  light.     A  porceptiou  so  lively,  so  rapid,  and 

i^ma  just,  astoiiiflicd  the  whole  company ;  and,  though  at 

,  reailin<!   '  l  abundant  apjdauiie,  I  must  any  that 


.  socco^ses  of  Madame  de  la  Pojieliuicre  were  short  lived. 

•' ''  mere  vanity,  in  an  intrijjne  with  lUdie- 

iid  discovered.     He  made  her  a  hand- 
jwahce,  but  would  no  longer  allow  hor  to  re&ide 
rood     Jkladojtie  de  la  Popclinit^re  was  thus  excluded 
|«T«r  bom  ih»t  elegant  society  over  whidi  &\ie  \;^wi  tiA«<V. 
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adopted 
ball 
«k>  4id  BOt  ■■  dcvofy  — ~i*  A  pHnfnl  ilfateM  cut 
offia  tke  floTO  of  her  «g« ;  giiaf  and  waoi  aflgnvated 
tbe  D«fce  of  Rirfcriira,  >m»«««,  paid  ho 
[  her  death,  aad  «ia  kadfd  fes  the  akka  lot  tUal 


» 


Madame  de  U  PofMfiaiSK  wpriaanttd  the  artiititj 

of  aocie^,  the  mam  alrieUj  mteftxtaal 
the  aiea  of  adtaem  aad  daciBg  tbooglit — gathen 
Madam*  de  Tencia  -  that  qtum  of  baui»^ifnU,  ta  ifca  ' 
thaa  eaRed.     After  actii^  the  poot  of  a  proffigata  iat 
ooder  the  ngeacy,  Madame  de  Tenaii,  vadcr  the  nixd 
¥\mjj,  scemuigly  gave  up  her  intngaea,  aad  waa 
witK  keeping  one  of  the  eatliect  and  meet  oefebnted 
rl'effpritH  of  the  eighteenth  centary.     Fktny,  who  it*nd  i 
ilialiked  her,  diil  not  venture  to  oppose  this  bcaach  of  ! 
powtf :  bo  evon  submitted  to  her  ™<hi»rwi»  man  thaa 
itnaKiii^rl ;  ffT,  whilst  lie  often  yielded  ta  the  adrioa  of  I 
old  (ri^ml,  Mniiniuu  de  Carignan,  this  Udy  waa  whaDy  i 
tlto  KihdAiice  of  Madame  de  TenclD.     Not  eatisfiod  with  1 
tiifl  '1  '■  ft-niin  wished  to  govern  throogfa  her 

III .  ■  procured  Iiiin  the  highest  digoitieacf  tiie( 

hilt  iiiilf'l  in  raining  hini  to  the  rank  of  miuister.  Tbial 
iif  utirxTK*  in  h(<r  luont  ardent  wish  made  her  give  mcnl 
aImI  Ntlcritit^n  tliun  nhn  might  othcrwiac  have  granted  to  I 
[H*mry  »it<'i«ity.  Wc  huve  already  alluded  to  it  iji  the 
ItiK  )iiiK^«,  Init  itH  iiioKt  brilltAnt  epoch  was  certainly  i 
(III*  iriliiUlry  "f  Fleury.  This  little  coterie,  more  truly  sei 
Miitl  IntwMi'i'tiinl  ihaii  any  of  those  by  whieh  it  waa  niceeii 
Um  Ih'oii  d<'<ii-rilH-it  wiili  much  livcliiieiis  by  Mannontel :  "  I 
I|i4irii  "iw  nmimihli'd,  M'iut<-9<iuieu,  Fontenelle,  Miiiran,  Man- 
■  "H-  ihii  yimn(|[  HtKi'tiua,  Astruc,  and  other*,  all  literary  or 
11"  nixii ;  Ht)d  in  tlm  midst  of  them  n  wonmn  of  angular 
WtmU  '  ui-itt,  but  who,  with  her  plain  and 

^^^^  I  I  lit*  look  of  tho  housekeeper  than  "f 

^^^^■taHh     1'htx  wnx    Madnmc  do  Tcndn.  j 
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perrtivMl  tiinl  cofli  pitst  fame  tliere  roa<ty  to  act  liin 

.  1 .1  ..  .i„.  ^jj^ij  t,f  jiiiijiiiig  often  jirevcnUd  convcrjialicm 

i-nsy  ami  iintural  rnursc.     E\<  17  niie  seemed 

as  ijuii'kly  iis  jiufililf,  atiO  as  it  (lew  I'V,  the 

BDicnt  of  uttcriiig  ilia  bt'ii-uiot  and  his  anecdote. 

ushnriug  Lk  iiiaxim  or  liia  irai]  of  light  and  brittinnt 

:  V  K  |>roi>ng  wo*  ;  "  :"       '     '    ,  ],fi\_ 

.itieiil  wish  of  icity 

My  iiiimifestfd.     Moiitewiiuieu  waited  wjtli 

ffci ^^  oiitil  the  ball  should  come  to  liini,  but  he 

1  for  it  tievertlieleas  ;  Mjiiruu  watched  for  tlic  f.nvmjrablc 
nity  ;  Antruc  disdnirifd  to  wait ;  I'VuitoiicDe  alono  lit 
I  U.1  liiui  wilhovit  setkJDg  for  it,  nnd  he  nwdc  so  discreet 
!  of  tbo  attcntioti  with  which  he  was  heard,  tliat  hia  iii- 
nioM  reiiiaAs  and  chiirrabig  sttirica  ticvcr  occupied  more 
I  »  mwiient  ;  HelvctiuM,  attcutive  and  discreet,  listened 
i  for  the  future." 
'ww,  no  doubt,  the  cxtcniid  asjicct  of  Mndaine  de 
Bod'*  (oeiely ;  but  there  was  more  iJi  it  than  mot  the  eje 
ernejnl  an  ribserver  as  M.innouteL  Under  tho  supcr- 
[ite  of  a  i-i.lJ,  worldly  woman,  the  germ  of  the  future 
BdL<ts  was  being  slowly  but  surely  de\eli'ped.  A 
keen,  so  dear-sighted,  so  deeply  versed  in  the  dctailn 
Ijioliticttl  machinery,  aa  was  that  of  Miulame  de  Tencin,  could 
■  but  bo  artDnycd  and  disgusted  at  the  disorder  of  erery- 
in  till!  Ntiite.  I>iGii|i|ioiiited  luubition  converted  this 
lutu  one  of  secret  but  dangerona  opposition.  She 
D()  DO  difficulty  in  inipurtiug  her  uwq  seittiinents  of  dis- 
Bt  to  lier  friends.  The  actii.-d  eircuuiBtancts  of  the 
blry  favoured  the  growth  of  such  fcelinpj ;  nor  was 
jijao  dc  Toncin  unfitted  to  receive  the  first  ttulpomiiigs  of 
tbe  c««Tt  iiMii^.itJc.ii  which  the  condition  of  France  was  then 
>i^ntitw||;  to  iiispLrc.  As  she  ndvanced  in  age  her  conduct 
Qy  bocame  more  correct  than  it  had  been  hitherto ;  she 
1  not  totumiind  eatceiu,  hut  her  ttct  and  address  enabled 
(to  Mcnn  the  outward  respect  of  those  who  a\i\iTOWi\i«;v\ 
■ft^  Mhsc/  no  Kiorr,  Tiiose  who  esUiemtd  ^ei  Vast. 
c 
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te  ka;  nd  the  ■Miactiww  of 

I  of  her  penea :  ike 
Ripe  Bfnifet  XIV..  vW, 
tte  li>MMj>  circle  at 
to  tke  poatifinl  diair  1m 
of  ii'iibImibu,  aad  carried  <■ 
'  vitk  Im*.    Tfe  tanoiality  of 

ilf  iiil^lwi  1  fiiiil It  «w  a  dnnelariitk 

tan  «f  tbe  cjsfctowith  ccotey.  On  tU  tlaw  who  inianrf 
tte  grwt  bvt  ikxtJmd  tBni^  of  Eheity  witli  wloeJi  It 
iJi—il.  partk^Btal,  from  ^«'*»«»»  ^  Tcacu  down  to  Mit» 
hen,  in  the  aamanStj  of  Um  agB.     Fnedon  aptang  not,  at 
ia  Boac  or  is  eulj  (faweiv  fma  a  pciButtTC  pori^  of  munli. 
bilt  fran  tiie  toj  eon^tioB  of  pneeding  tjnuiDf.      It  wv 
aa  intdUectaal  tuoftauat,  and  all  joined  in  it ;  not  au  muca 
for  the  reaaoB  that  the  ~~*~'c  state  of  thiagi  vaa  oompt  or 
impare,  aa  beeaue  all  Ut  that  it  was  vtwn  oat,  and  doooMd 
to  pcnah.     Tlus  was  e^edallj  the  case  vith  the  earijr  phOa- 
ao^iers ;  the  aAool  of  Bfloaeeaa  adoptod  a  more  exalted  ml 
•entimeDltal  tone :  all  had  the  aame  end  ia  view — deotntctka. 
Madame  de  Teudn  mm  one  of  the  Srat  womoi  who  laid 
the  boflia  of  thia  iSBcmidabte  power.      The  itatare  of  her 
iaSaewe  over  faer  eoDtemporviea  may  be  tnced  in  tnt 
importaal  WDdca,  wUch,  if  tbey-  do  not  owe  their  eTJrtanne. 
to  her,  were  at  least  inspired  by  the  tone  preraUing  in 
circle.     We  allode  to  Montesquieu's  "  Esprit  de»  Lots,' 
the  success  of  which  Madame  de  Tencin  greatly  con' 
and  to  IIclvctituH  "  De  I'Tsprit ;"    not  pabfished, 
until  afu^r  Ler  death,  but  imbued  with  the  doctrines  whkh 
bulb  she  and  ht.r  friecJn  prufci^ed     Thus  the  fint  attack  m 
absolatc  mouarcby  in  favour  of  consdtutional  ireedom,  aad 
the  iint  dispUy  (>f  tlmt  grosii  tDalerialism   which  chaiac- 
t.'ii.'.l  ihu  eightocnth  century,  both  originated  in  the  dnw* 
iug  [>i<im  of  Miulatue  de  Tencin. 
k      In  the  pretieiit  alltred   state  of  society,  it  may  appear 
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to  M«  a  dcvcr  and  uujrriiiciplcii  woman  avtirig  t-^i 
it  ■  part.  But  wo  hnve  tdrcndy  shewn  tljat  the  nb- 
of  pciUUciiJ  rights  reudereJ  thia  iiitorfcronce  of  wutiicii 
iToi<I«l>le.  MadiUaio  do  Teticiii  wns  well  nwiire  fif  the 
of  Ler  srx.  Her  advice  to  Mai'niuiitel  on  his  roii- 
dact  in  Ui«  worhl,  vioa,  aboTo  all  things,  to  secure  the  fricnd- 
tkip  of  wofueu.  It  in,  indeed,  certain  thiit  witliuut  their  aid 
aotking  oauhl  have  bt-en  duno  in  l'>:uice  for  freedom.  A 
•tmng  prouf  of  this  is  utiurtied  by  tlic  fute  nf  »  political  ami 
Ul«rar7  dub — knowu  as  tlio  dub  da  F Entresol — wkich  wan 
|..  ■  ■  Paris  in  the  year  ll'2\.  Bolingbroke,  then  an 
r:.  .iiec,  induced  a  few  of  iiis  friends,  at  the  h«wl  of 

mh  ;u  V  ■  tht  AbW  Akry,  to  fonn  a  s^jdety,  iind  incet  ncta- 
ant-'-tj  iii  ortlcT  to  discusa  thv  political  ijuoxtions  of  the 
day.  Tlicy  met  in  the  entresol  of  i'rctudcnt  IKimult's  hotel, 
vhoBM  tlioy  dcrivnl  Uicsir  n:uu?.  As  they  wcro  por!t(>nally 
Mjimiiilml  with  one  autitlicr,  they  had  no  fcur  of  being 
UtrsytiL  All  the  abuses  in  the  kUie.  and  every  iiitcrtwt- 
Mf  political  question  of  tlio  moment,  were  noticed  by  them,' 
aJfA  duly  cximnioRled  ufinn.  Tb«  {iltilaathropic  but  viaionary 
da  fioiat-I'ierre  hero  rr.vl  his  projects  for  perpetual 
Bod  discuaaed  how  duktss  nud  peent  might  l>c  rendered 
to  lb«  ttattf :  a  difficult  question  to  Si>lre.  Many 
BXid  cntlueut  iiieu  joiued  the  iuectiu|^t)  v{  this  society. 
Ibi  anblea  were  far  fr<<ui  being  averso  to  tlie  const ituUonid 
nalau  of  Muglaud,  wliich,  whilst  it  securod  the  liberty  of  thv 
ingnr  cUttiieA,  granted  preiKiaderatiiig  power  ivnd  iuiluuuce 
(a  kite  aiMt»'cracy,  by  whom  it  ha«I  been  catabliidied. 

Fkury  *aw  a  genu  of  <  "in  tlio  exivteuce  of  lbi» 

M|itie»l  dub,  a«id,  after  .,   it  for  several  yonra,   ho 

(Murd  ifc  to  be  qoictly  atippresMcd.  It  w:i8  uiioleM  fur  the 
,iiinj,iin  to  renat :  uu  law  secured  the  right  of  meeting  in 
■id«r  U>  criticiw  (be  acta  of  govemmeut :  and,  tut  they  were 
tciUtec  thrown  intu the fiastile,  nor  [i-rsccutrti,  tlicy 

bd,  MOKiiiRg  to  the  exiiting  state ^.  ,  Uttlu  rciuKiu  t«i 

»^,.t«in.  Tboj  had  failed,  moreover,  in  enlisting  tiie  women 
Ik  their  cMseo  -  iiuoy  of  Btjliujjbroke's  disciples  affected  to 
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riiM}iim-  T\  li.li  they  mlled  dravim^-room  reputations ;  ud, 
Ki-duratd  )>y  thf  hrilliuit  and  rersatUe  talents  of  the  En^kb 
Miililcniiiii,  iiimitd  at  licnoming.  like  Lim.  statesmen  and  on- 
lorh.  Tiifj  fiir^iit  that,  if  tlirv  ircre  ready  villi  thdr  paith 
;  lie  ^lu£r('  wiii.  still  wiintinp. 

Tiic  wnuion  took  the  frrcatcfst  vcnsreanre  in  their  power  w 
tiii>  c.wcni.iclimMit  on  tLtiir  jiririleffes :  they  nerer  spoke  of 
tiic  rJiih  lie  i'Eiitniiiol  whilst  it  existod.  and  they  raised  nn 
X't'ir:  iti  its  fi.wiur  whttn  it  was  dis-vilrod.  The  re&nlt  of  this 
w:i.-<  ih^il  tile  h::]i]ir(;!i.sio)i  wns  scarcely  h(«d»i.  and  was  imice- 
<i;;i.i.(:j_v  fi»)-i.'-.>:.ti'.n.  'W<ii;h]  n«nrr.  would  any  other  minijter, 
1i;i»<-  (L-m-d  1-.>  contnil  lh<-  snin'-es  of  Madame  de  la  Pcpe- 
i.;iit'rf  or  of  Mftdunu- de  Tcncin  ?  far  mort-  destmrtiye.  how- 
iMT.  ;i.ii.l  djuicr«:r(ins  1.)  the  stat*  ihjin  the  p.irific  and  Siidsl 
i!ii-'rit:s  t.f  liif  AV-1>t'  Ac  Sjjut-l'Mf'rre  :  fT  if  they  did  c--: 
■  •.il.^1^i]l  liim  i:i  tluir  i-)<ws.  thiv  ayt-idod  cl-thinc  then 
i:i  t.Lf  riiiic-iilnus  fumi  'wliiili  «ius«-d  the  good  abbe  to  K' 
!-'*Ji  <-fii;*niiif>d  and  tulfratoJ.  Kyomhing  that  sprang  fri-in 
:'•>•.•  .•iNSi-nili'io  »:is  chiir  and  taniriblc :  there  was  an  end 
.:;  ■>!•.«.  .and  t!;i-  >ii!,5c>  R.ade  tow.irds  thst  end  were  bc-th 
-:;:i;i;litfi.rii,irvi  fiiid  s'wift.  The  nKinWrs  of  the  club  <!>? 
rilutr'-r-.il  -wi-ri  ii:<ij>i:r>iil  .is  SiH-n  as  they  yenrured  to  espre.»s 
:!i'!r  "i.iiiii.n?  iK-vi.iid  tlieir  own  narr-w  circle.  Under  the 
I.ri-.!>l>-:ii'y  i.f  a  fiishinnable  woman  they  might  haye  spoken 
f  •,sr](-.-ly.  It  W.1S  this  th.nt  constituted  the  great  social  ii.- 
Hii':i'i-  <<f  W'-in  in.  Eyc-ry  d.iy  thj.«  j>ower  acqnired  a  greater 
i!.ii*tus  :  fi.r  iviry  one  bignn  to  sec  th.^t,  in  ordiT  to  be  cele- 
i'Mtt.l  :.i:il  :i<:i!:=r»d,  it  w.v  n«it  noc-dfiil  to  be  cither  prt- 
-<-!iti-l  nt  Virsiiiljcs  i>r  patronised  by  a  miniiiter.  A  few 
v.r,r.is  of  clfgant  praise  Imm  Madame  de  la  Popelinidre.  a 
•jui'.-t  remark  of  M.idame  de  Tencin's,  were  enough  to  insure 
thi'«  result  in  the  higher  classes.  Around  these  litir  planet.^ 
ni'ivfd  innumerable  stars  which  receiycd  their  light  bma 
Sem,   and  difi'used  it  in  their  turn  to  the  inferior  circk-s 

T  which  they  presided.     Thus  the  same  spirit  was  spre.>d 
■^out  the  whole  of  society. 

whilst  matters  were  going  on  thus,  whilst  women  and 


ojuinoB  or  vovxs. 
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fitouy  mea  were  wielding  tlut  fonnidable  power  called 
apma — and  wbicb,  let  gorenimeiits  change  as  they  will, 
itill  rales  tit6  world — what  did  the  court,  the  mimsten,  or 
Ik  ting  doi,  if  not  to  win  it  oner,  at  least  to  control  it  t  The 
ntm  a  the  luatoir  of  France  at  that  period — they  did 


\ 


CHAPTER  n. 

THE    COPET — LOriS    XV.  —  HIS    MISTEESSES  —  MADilCI    D<  1 
MAILLV — MADAU&     r>E    VINTIMILLE — MADAME   DK  1-8*- 
TE.VUROUX. 

Whilst  Sladamc  de  k  Pupelinifiro  and  Madame  de  Ttaoii  I 
represent  and  govern  the  Slite  of  Prencli  8c»cietir,  tjp«»  "*  1 
tlic  corruptifin  of  the  nobility,  of  the  folly  and  insolence  <»  1 
(iiiiiccly  rank,  and  of  tho  weakness  of  fidling  moiuuclirt  j 
may  be  found  in  the  Duke  of  Kichelien,  the  Count  of  Ch»P>- 
Iain,  and  the  young  and  indolent  Louis  XY. 

Tlie  versatile  Richelieu,  formerly  Duke  of  Frousac,  is  eu"' 
neutly  fitted  to  stand  forth  as  the  grand  seigneur  nf  tJ*  i 
eighteenth  century :  bmve,  handsome,  profligate,  and  wittjf,^ 
the  durliug  pet  of  tlie  austere  Madame  de  MaLoteaon,  th» 
favourite  of  all  the  handsome  women  of  this  time,  from  tl"*! 
royal  princess  down  to  the  grisette,  he  distinguished  huMtllJ 
through  three  generations,  by  gallantries,  diplomatic  intriguft  j 
and  occasional  Bucccssea  in  war.  Profligate  even  in  hi*  old  j 
tige,  he  died  on  the  eve  of  the  great  convulsions  of  Frenciii 
suciety :  reckless  of  the  past,  indifferent  to  the  futun:,  ut^ 


THE  COUBT.  J  05 

^S  )lviciul  d'Eatr^ca,  wbn  posxosscd  one  of  the  finest  cot- 

i  vt  antiques  tii  Franco,  never  kii«w  the  value  of  tbo 

be  spent  vast  sums   to  ncciuiiuliite.      rinving  onco 

I  Ihftt  »  Ijiwt  of  Alexatnlor,  sjiid  tu  be  by  Praxitoles,  bail 

Iko  boa^ht  At  a  wUo  a  few  ycjirs  bcfurc,  by  an  unknown 
IWuian  amateur,  ho  cummmitioued  one  of  his  agents  tu  din- 
[  Mnrud  pnivhaxo  it,  if  poasiMc.  Altrr  li>iig  rv^earchos,  tbc 
i  WM  f*juti(l  iti  hia  ciwu  giiUcr}',  wht.-n>  it  biy  forgotten  ami 
1  with  dust,  f^iu-h  was  the  cnliglitoiicd  [lAtronagc  cx- 
1  tnwurd  Uie  tuls  by  the  French  nubility. 
Thu  haughty  indifTorvnco  to  eirgant  (mraiiits  vaa  not  tv- 
liMmad  by  the  rigid  virtues  with  vvliich  it  has  been  8omc- 
accomimuied.  The  nobles,  who  dtsduinod  to  lower 
Ivo*  to  tiic  level  of  pui'ts  und  iirtisls,  yut  turned  their 
•tnl  mansions  into  gambling-houaes.  Tbo  yoimg 
Wb)ikiIc  thiK  III  111  (lea  to  the  Biibjeet,  in  one  of  tho 
I  written  duriiij!  his  tirtit  conliiicntjd  tour  : — "  It  ia  no 
diiiinenur  Ui  keep  [itihlio  ganiing-honscs  :  there  arc  nt  Icnst  n 
bimdrad  and  fifty  (leople  of  the  lirst  quality  iti  I'arLi  who  live 
by  it  You  rooy  go  into  their  houses  nt  u!l  hours  of  the  night, 
«m1  find  luizimi,  furo,  <l-c;  The  uit'ii  who  keep  tliu  hnzanl 
labia  al  the  Duko  ci{  (Jcsnts'  i«»y  hi«i  twelve  gnincaa  each 
■iHfat  for  the  firirilege.  Even  the  pri:u:c&s<!s  of  the  blond  arc 
!  eaoogb  to  have  tihiires  in  the  banks  kept  at  their  bouseiL 
Mcti  two  or  three  of  them  ;  hvtt  they  urc  not  young, 
rstnarliablc,  but  for  wearing  their  red  of  ii  deeper  dyu 

I  other  women :  tlu>uph  all  iiw  it  extrav.ig.-uitly."   Tho  pt*- 
of   tho  Middle!   j\p:%  remained,   but  the  doep  Kunsn 

iTalrotu  honour  belonging  to  tho>io  times  had   wluiUy 

To  all  th«  vice*  of  tlio  nobility,  the  princes  of  tho  bli>iHl 

^^qgular  ominuituf  fully,  in^uilence,  and  cruelty.     Tho 

'  )rl«An!i.  Kill  of  the  regent,  a  learned  and  austere  Jan- 

^^i>°  !  liiuiself  bj' exlrtonliimry  whims.     It  wvi 

Uii-<1  L:-„t  the  laws  of  nature  hiul  beci'we  »UBj^*nded, 

I I  '  r  btrtbn  nor  dcnth«  any  longer  occurred     Until 
binti  iji  tbe  I>auphui,  tills  learned  madujau  wu  the  hdr- 
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jiresumptivo  to  tLe  tL^■lUl!.     TLl'  insanity  of  tLtf  dtye 
Ciiudds  took  n  raure  d.iiigcroiia  fornL     The  most  Iiarra 
tlicm  WU8  subjiict  tu  fits,  dtu-iiig  which  he  l>&rkc4  like  a  Aa 
the  princes  of  C'nnt  Ix-came  iim  '       '    '     .     uli 

atrocluu»  uctiiiiis  ;  tlie  (..Vmiit  I'l  >  lOia 

nhootint!  ilown  tilera  froiii  iho  roofa  of  the  Louses ;  tut  tiit 
coiisLHj  tic  HITS  of  wliicli  princely  iimusement  ho  w»s  Ihrm;  tinm 
pardoned  by  the  king. 

^[ingle^l  fctir  nud  h;vired  was  the  only  ft-  *| 

tutertiiinod  for  tlw  noUea  and  the  priuccK ;  i'  la 

royalty  atill  lired,  stn>ng  and  deejt,  in  thtir  henrts.  JJefoi 
thu  revolution  of  1 789,  tlio  attacluncnt  of  the  French  trt  tL*i 
suvereiyn  waa  provcrbiivl  :  nor  w;irt  it  unfounded.  I'.va  siiifl 
I(f»U8  VI.,  the  nn.vnarcbs  of  Franco  hail  ctidcavoured  to  raij 
the  conilitiiin  of  the  ccimniims,  anJ  to  lowtr  tho  pri<ie  iif  ' 
nobility.  The  people  nataxally  ft;lt  gwttfal  to  the  kii 
who  tinis  dfliveiftl  Iheiu  from  the  oppression  of  thHr  Iwd 
t)runti<.  Ilu  soon  Luuuno  iu  their  i-yea  the  source  of  nil  U|| 
luid  all  justice ;  it  was  this  that  invested  him  with  a 
character.  As  long  iia  ihe  iiol>Io6  had  the  greatest  niani 
power,  no  doulit  waa  thrown  on  the  infiiUibility  of  r«y»l^ 
but  when  the  nobles  were  complettly  .subdued — vrlicn 
inonan;h  and  his  people  sUxhI  fact'  to  face — then  the  lat(«r, « 
their  illusions  being  dispelled,  broke  the  idol  they  bad  ^ 
slu'pjied  80  long.  Tlie  absohito  power  of  royalty  Ihwt  led 
Its  fall 

The  alTcctiijn  of  the  French  fiir  their  luouafchs  sarvir 
however,  the  good  they  had  derived  from  them.  Opp 
and  degi-adod  as  the  people  were  iu  the  early  {urt  ul 
i'ight<^t'i)tli  rcntury,  they  still  idolised  their  yoiin;,'  wiviTrig 
The  lonely  and  unpwlected  ttUite  of  the  deseenditnt  of 
uiany  kings,  the  dangers  to  which  he  was  thought  to  Ix-  <i 
pnsed,  hia  beauty,  and  tender  yeari$,  all  contributed  to  tvmli 
him  dear  to  the  nation.  It  w.is  fondly  believed  llmt,  as  i 
an  the  king  sliuiihl  have  begun  to  giA-eru  fur  hiuisclfij 
f»il  wouhl  be  remedied.  This  hope  was  evideti(I| 
tiggcnted :  no  moDorctk  cou\d  \i&xc  accutn^^VTt^  u,  yttk  i 


LOVIS  XV. 


K 


pirticiviith 


.l..pl,t  til  I  L.Yuis  XV.,  had  he  U'cn 
!•    Ill,   iiu'.^lit   huvu  cirecteil   much. 


I 


•  mi^t  bkirecotux>li(late>]  the  roy&l  sutbority,  iiiaUad  of  Icav- 
<-d  Aud  dccaytd  ;  be  might  have  butteat)  tlm 

;o<  poijilr,  aiid  not  U»ve  driven  them  to  desjjera- 
thilig,  by  allowing  matters  to  take  tlieir 
iiuriitii-rlcN*  evils  ou  t'niiica  uid  on  his  own 

^rc:itr«t  II  i.f  Louis  XV.  to  Imve  been 

»-.siK.it<d.     'Iho  ■  lid  iwniicious  111(1(101004  of 

r  Flcuiy  and  bis  govcnuir  Villcroi  uvay  be  tracwl 
error  of  hut  life     I'lcurj',  either  actuated  by  iKTSonal 
or  feariug  the  effects  of  the  rnshiiesii  imtural  to  a 
ycmg  and  i[icx]*crtenced   monarch.   iti»'I«iid   of  teaclitTii;   hi» 
Ihiw  to  eomiuatid  fur  the  g<j«xl  of  the  por^jjle,  only  t»ught 
to  obey.     Thi*  tniatakeli  policy,  joined  to  the  apathetic 
of  the  yoong  Icing,  rendered  him,  at  a  later  pcri<Kl,  the 
v£  bis  minixtrnt  luid  mistre!<seg.     The  Duke  iif  Villert>i, 
cr  hand,  iiiijtreswd  his  {lUitil  with  the  most  cx- 
idciu  iif  royid   authority.     WljcHever   tm    ftstivm 
dty  ODwdii  gathered  in  the  g»rden  of  VerMiilleg,  Vilieroi  led 
tlue  kili^  ■      "  ■       and  exdninicd,  "  Limk  nt  llieni,  sire  I 

lU  tlu»  I  ti)  you  t" — a  fatal  lesson,  which  won 

luM  WmA  ou  the  tutore  owner  of  the  P.vc  aux  (Vrfii.  It  n'lM 
hj  roeli  teoi'hing  that  Luuiu  XV.  grew  up  into  lltat  moxt 
dtBtiiimble  of  kindly  chnractcra — iv  wwik  tyrant.  Convinced 
uf  ibo  fc.-  '  ■"<-•  of  his  jio'Wer,  he  '  lid  it  u|i 

to  evm-       .  I'lid  ct'urtcsnn  wlii.   ;  iiicy ;  he 

thui  b««atUR  doubly  guilty,  since,  whilst  he  betrayed  the 
iwnple  be  won  buuiid  to  govern  and  protwt,  he  ol^o  degraded 


Itat  {viaHpl'  "f  the  li 

1;     ,.     i.         :.. 

mks  him   (otfeit  the 


right  of  kiri^s,  in  the  belief  uf 

.    ic  the  errors  of  Lonia  XV.  ooold 
lore  of  the  |ieop!c.     Wieiiever  h« 


afpaml  '  " -,  th««  gmeo  and  youthful  niujesty  uf  lit* 

.  .,iui  handsome  134mrb«>ii  eoontejiauce,  and 
4w|^liliie  e^ci^  of  a  hue  held  to  Ik   uurivaJJcd,  ex- 
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<:iU>d  luiivDnutl  odiuimtiuR  and  symftatby.      But  even  tiiai, 
ihoso  whose   gliuice  went   dccj«r   than  mere  extcruala, 
feorious  umse  for  spprebensLon  in  the  temper  of  the 
king ;  and  tn.-uiy  could  trace  the   future  MiSsb  vohl] 
in  the  cold  irony  which  already  marred  the  swectneai  ot  \i» 
siuile. 

The  nfttaml  temper  of  Louis  XV.  waa,  nevertheleaB,  aaiubfe: 
the  ftelfiahness  hq  displayed  was  moK  the  result  of  hia  {¥»■ 
tion  than  that  of  his  nature.     He  was  incapable,  however,  el 
A  deep  feeling  of  attachment,  and  only  loved  through  hate, 
which  WAS  all-{JOwerful  orer  him.     He  never  made  but  a  peltj 
use  of  his  power  :  even  ia  his  youth  he  was  Dot  averae  Ut  tlM 
natLifiiction  of  mortifying  a  presumptuous  courtier,  or  <if  icMf- 
itig  Iiim  in  su!ipense  conceming  hiji  renl  intontious.     Thna^ 
trto  indolent  and  apathetic  to  be  viinlictire,  a  feeling  «! 
inipliM  enei^gy,  he  never  forgave  or  forgot  an  injury, 
mind  iras  superior  to  his  character ;  no  courtier 
him  in  teen,  caustic  wit  or  happy  repartee ;  his  judgment 
•'Icar,  sound,  and  penetrating ;  the  opiuiona  he  cfmitted 
Rtate  affairs  often  struck  bis  ministers  as  so  many  nys 
light     But  it  was  seldom  that  Louia  XV.  cared  to  have 
opiuiou  on  any  matter  unconnected  with  his  pleasurea ;  la 
■cldom  still  that  he  persisted  in  following  his  ovm  jodgaMDt : 
he  went  through  the  business  of  the  state  with  erident  i»- 
difference  aud  ennuL     An  educ&tion  that  fostered  sock  feel* 
ings  led  directly  to  sensuality,  and  though  nothing  oooU  b« 
furtiicr  from  Flcurj's  intention  thjui  this  and  result,  it  waa 
the  only  one  bis  ill-directed  teaching  could  reap.     Beforp  be- 
coming renowned  for  hie  licentiousness,  Louis  XY.  wis  already 
ruinarkable  for  yaurmandue ;  and  the  presence  of  a  new  oook 
in  tbc  royal  kitchen  was  nn  event  of  sufficient  impart«Dc*  U* 
be  mcTitioned  in  the  king's  letters  to  his  frienik.     Too  we«k 
fur  ardent  rehgious  feelings,  be  gave  his  whole  attentiuo 
■upenttitious  observances   and   a   perfect   knowledge  of 
''  :   congratukting   tuauclf  whenever  he  could  fiod 
iy  bishop  in  fault. 

The  young  king  found  no  resourcta  against  ennni  ia  ittnm< 
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1  unci  distiTLsted  the  prudiK  tuin*  of  hi.* 

j'iroJ   hia   jiujiil   with   the   wtiiio   fet'titii; 

I XV.  otwajg  showed  a  liccided  aTersion  to  the  bel  e«j)rit 

Frtift!    '  -    *  -^ed  the  periuJ  :  he  Blmtiiiwl  the  society  of 

like  I':  '.line  (111  Maine,  whilst  he  courted  that  of  her 

I  uiKL'iaumitig  sister-in-Iiiw,  SInthinie  (It;  Tinilousf. 

-.lig  a  Ufe  of  indolence  Mui  sensuality,  Loiiia  XV, 

ild  aiit  III  \;vays  find  in  hnnting,  ur  in  a  puerile  devotion,  n 

Bdnit  8i>urc«  of  pleasure;  ho  acoflnliiigly  indulged  in  tlu' 

Una  cffemiiitttc  amusements.     At  one  time  the  whole  Cdurt 

V  tiirowa  into  gre;»t  cominotiou  by  a  sudden  fancy  which 

fcuii;  took  for  worsted  work.     A  coarier  wiis  instantly 

ehcd  to  Pjwii*  for  wool,  needles,  and  canvas ;  he  utdy 

lid  a  finlf  to  go  and  come  hack,  and  the  sftnn 

'tiers  in  Versailles  were  seen,  with  the  Dukel 

Ofiwres  at  their  head,  embroidering,  like  the  sovereign. 

tapltterie  was  inefloetnal  to  allay  those  periodic 

\tS  dospandency  to  which  Louis  wus  subject  frum  htif 

fiuid  daring  wliicit  his  only  plea.sure  was  to  cntcrtitin 

Fimtuid  him  with  long  and  dismal  necuunts  of  gruvc^ 

midden  deaths,   and  all  the  melancholy  jiagciutry  of 

r:d  processions. 

I  c.ire  which  Fleniy  had  taken  to  prcserre  him 
,  the  contamination  of  his  court,  long  rendered  the  young 
rent  to  any  woman  but  his  wife,  the  good  hot  un- 
liirie  Lecainaka.     When  the  nobles  pointedly  drew 
BUoii  to  the  bciiity  of  a  i;>iiirt  lady,  Louis  coldly  askedJ 
FUiuught  her  handsoiucr  thun  the  queen  ?     Hud  Mariel 
been  a  woman  of  tact  and  talent,  she  would  have 
;  on  easy  task  to  govern  her  hu»hand  ;  but,  instcail  of 
him,  she  unforttmatt-ly  altcuated  his  affection  by 
lUduoa  caprices.     Wearied  of  liis  wife's  society,  Louis 
to  indnigti  in  those  private  sufipers,  in   the  coni- 
'  of  a  few  favourite  cuurtiers,  which  afterwards  becime  so 
■ted.     It  "  of  thi«c  mipptTsthat  the  king  first 

jladamt  '  ...  one  of  tlic  jilaiucist  woTOew  «A  \»i 

,  bmt  vbn  pieaswl  him  by  her  mirth  and  giMvA.  Vetai^w. 
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lit'  Willie  bcr  bin  mistress,  in  a  fit  of  pii]ae  agumxt  the^Q 
But,  (18  he  then  fejirv4l  Eicandal  as  much  aa  hc>  dfttirwar«l«  bn 
it,  thi.t  intrigue  was  carrifd  on  with  great  secrecy. 

Madanu«  du  Mailly  wan  the  I'ldi'^t  of  five  uititerB,  all  fit 
ating  in  vurioiu^  rt^jtccts,  nnd  who  were  destined  to  act  a 
Rpicuouii  part  iii  the  life  of  Louis  XV . — four  by  their  pro^ 
nnd  one  hy  her  virtue.  During  her  connexion  w  ' 
Madmnu  de  Moilly  evinced  a  rare  aud  rvnuirkiiM"  ' 
new.  Shu  wiLH  aincrrely  attached  to  Louis  XV.,  and 
tu  meddlo  in  [loUtictd  intriguvs  ;  for  which  the  simpltci 
her  character  wndorcd  her  whully  unfit  TLuse  who 
rtdated  on  her  eiisy  toinpir  as  a  means  of  rising  into 
and  Madame  do  Tcnciii  waa  anioiighi  thtm — wens  grtevi 
dimppointed  m  their  ambitious  schemes. 

At  the  time  of  Madame  ite  Maillj*'*  favour  at  court,  i 
ixiciisclle  de  Netilc,  one  of  her  unainrricd  si«t«.i'>,  wno 
in  the  abbey  of  Port-Iloy.J.      Ugly,  but  uufiriii 

of  talent  8nd  cuergy,  she  formed  the  bold  projei  i 

ing  her  sister  in  tlie  kiiig'ii  affecliouH  ;  and,  by  ruline  oti 
facile  Louis  XV.,  of  govortiing  France,  and  ■  ' 
Hurope,  She  immediatrly  wrote  to  Mod.imc  d 
jweaaiiig  so  ardent  it  desire  of  seeing  the  coitrt,  tlwt  bcr 
iuvitcd  her  to  come  awd  .spend  some  time  with  her  at 
suiUcK.  Nolwilhstandiiig  her  coarse  and  uugr.iceful  pi 
;iud  her  tot,%l  want  of  bcajjty.  Mademoiselle  do  Ntsle  1 
ivo  ililiieuky  in  fasciuating  Louis  XV.  r  her  biilliant 
audacious  wit,  singular  voivatility  of  t&lcut,  oiid  that 
hnustible  pi  twer  of  yielding  amusement — .- 
indolent  luunareh — bliuded   him  to  the  ii.  .£ 

person.     The  unhappy  Madame  do  Mailly  saw  herself  i 
negk'i'ted  for  ii  rival, — and  that  rival  was  her  sLsUt. 
Hcandal  was  gre.U.     Fleiiry  vainly  oppohcd  the  Idu^ 
iniatressi ;    her  power   already   Iwdanccd    Ids ;    and  ahi 
moreover,  the  art  of  Uever  allowing  its  weight  to  be  ti 
her  royal  lover.     She  held,  however,  like  Lanztiu,  ibo 
that  the  tittdii  Bourlioim  required  to  be  sternly  ruled. 
taoistUc  tic  ?ve.«d(;  La<l  not  lotnj  Vittu  vA  c«\).'rt.'»iWiv»lufc 
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ViBtiaieUe,  wha  hMely  agreed  to  tlti»  tiouittinl  niid  iliv 
«ni«»Of.     Her  i»ow«r  was  alrcAdy  acquiring  formid- 
and  »ltc  nccmcrl  on  tlie  pvc  of  rt'iiUsing  Jier 
plaiu,  «'lien  tluuh  mit  kor  fff  iit  tlie  prime  of  Itfu. 
iunniM  of  the  courtiers  attributc-il  her  cud  to  jKtison, 
tfarou|:h  the  agtncy  uf  I'loury;  but,  luuch  a»  ho 
tlia  Kiyal  nti*trca«,  the  juvcifjc  cardinal  n-ns  iiimpablc 
i^Uaa  chniiDnl  nc-tion, 

Tbe  kJDg,  much  offeotcd  Iiy  the  df.ith  of  his  mistross,  wjw 

Miod  with  •  DuddtMi  fit  uf  rc-iuoriM*  aud  duvotioii.     His  only 

Malmt  wt3  iu  tbr  sorirty  of  th(t  kind  li'  '"Inuio  d«< 

Xli&y,  with  whom  iie  dc'|>l<)rei)  tltt*  Inns  of  :  L'd.      Hui 

gntf  w*«.  however,  of  l>riff  duration  ;  Madamo  do  la,  Tour- 

adU,  kr  ''    ~    '  '  r  ufMiuliimi'du  Miully's,  mid  tiir  uwru  Imnd- 

«■•  t!  her  or  M.idnmu  dc  Vintiiuvlle,  whom  die 

l^■IM  ill  auiUition,  iinilcrttnik  to  ctliu'c  t)u;  memory  uf  her 

iiitt  frnm  the  he»rt  of  tlitj  kiiig.     .Sho  fully  sucwoded,  and 

n  trknowtodgcd  a*  tho  royal  raistrt's*.      Henceforth, 

•h-  ttcAai*  '•'■  of  all  tilt'  tiitrigui's  for  power  and  iji- 

hwe  larric  urt.     Whoii  *hv  wvnt  with  the  king  Ui 

Chwy,  tod  woM  thiiN  liccl&aHl  the  fnvourvd  KulUnu,  a  nnrocr- 

■I  Kite  uf  nobltia  auii  court  huliojj  followed  in  hvr  train.   Thi> 

hik  «ad  Dndicuw  of  Luynca  alone  refused  thi»  disfrraccfiil 

ka«r;  (or  v  vi^ro 

•*«rfc»gr»i'i  ,...;■,,  lie's 

ttcpiwaa  to  exaut  that  Mudame  do  Miiilly  should  loavo 

eami.     HtT  unhnppy  sister,  wlm  still  idolised  tho  king, 

ly  tropwi  I'f  hun  not  to  hiuiish  her  from  his  [ircscnri* :  he 

quest  of  Mjid.'imndr  la  ToiirnuUc  ahoidd  Iw 

*MpUr<:    ...      uic  wccpiiig  aud  uiipiltfd  Madame  df  Matlly 

••wJin^ily  left  Vcreaillc*  for  eror.     She  retired  to  Pari*,  and, 

At  iiMthrr  Mndem<)i.i('ll<:  dc  la  Valhi^rc,  dnvutiMl  herself  to 

^ftnrioe  ti(  (.'toiL     Without   cnU»rinj;  a  couvciit,  she  led  a 

ifccfcDL'li  noct-ri'  ;«muii<H;  luid  uiiiriUicntinn,  that  Ln-cn  thi! 

■*  rigidly  virtuoua  \ver<'  c<iini»cl!«<l  to  admin»  her.     Tho 

•■••WovitJ  nii»trc«»  of  a  king— the  ahiircr  <if  those  volujitii- 

.  Ml  ^||l}1Jet•  where  he  forfjirf  Itia  mtist  aocrud  dutiut — now 
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deprived  herself  of  tho  commou  neccaaaries  of  life  u 
rtdievc  the  jmor.  Tlie  abodes  of  want  und  misery  lien 
l>L'canKi  livr  home.  She  aeeeptod  every  privatiuii  as 
Jitoiiemcrit  for  her  sins ;  and  when  insults  followed  imi 
in  Iho  huuse  of  prayer,  she  acknowleJguJ  them  to  bu  di 
with  touching  and  iiabmisaivc  huRiility.  A  man  of  tha 
once  iuldroHsed  her,  in  the  eliurch  of  Siiiut-Roch,  witii 
epithet.  '"  Since  you  know  tho  so  well,"  said 
turning  nxiiiJ  towards  !uni,  "  pmj'  for  ine  ! ' 

Miulanie  du  ia  Toumelle,  who  soon  became 
CbatonurouK,  displnyed  a  character  of  much  »: 
euergy.     Her  BCtise  of  virtue  was  still  -  •  sir 

lier  tti  ft><>l  hijuibli-d  by  the  sjtlcndiJ   >!  ,  >  ii  a 

sot^ht  and  won  ;  but,  though  she  Iiad  not  siifBdent  {> 
to  recodo  ftimi  the  path  she  had  tnken,  sho  rcsolvec 
atonement,  to  rouse  tiie  uiouanrh  from  his  diggraccfuJ  It 
The  hopes  wliieh  tlic  untion  had  founded  on  their  join 
were  already  yielding  to  the  coimttiim  that  his  in 
would  never  allow  him  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  Lia  high 
This  WJV8  fully  evident  to  those  persons  who  moved 
higher  eireles.  Mudiimo  do  Tencin  wa«  amongst  tlui 
riglitly  judged  that  the  monarch's  n]>jithy  might  ult 
prove  fuliil  to  France.  "  WIkU  happens  iu  hta  kingilu 
i>b»erve8  of  Louis  XV.,  in  her  confidential  letters  to  RS 
"seems  to  bo  no  business  of  Lis.  ...  It  is  even  s.^id 
avoids  taking  :Uiy  eognisanco  of  what  uccurx,  arerrit>g 
i>4  Iwtter  to  know  nothing  than  to  learn  unpleAsant ' 
This  is  a  fine  sang  fruid ;  but  though  I  am  1  1 

than  he  is,  I  *hall  never  ctpiol  it."    "Tht-  < 

further  on,  with  a  depth  and  truth  that  might  hftre 
Louis  X\'.,  the  hie«-.iini(:,  of  the  fate  of  nionarrJiyi 
ilieir  kings  through  habit,"    The  following  piti 
may  be  unotcd  as  a  proof  of  1" 
sight:  "  Unless  OikI  visibly  iiu  i-^ 

RJblo  that  tbc  state  should  not  fall  to  pieces." 
«•/«  tttnde  in  favour  of  tiioso  who  recklessly  ruaha 
iuJ/  a  cetitury  later  Ibc  ik*cetu\wil  w\.  Vovia  "5^ 
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the  culpable  iadolctice  of  liis  fredeijesiHir.  It 
duapfxiintetl  atnbitinn  that  induced  Madninc 
idii  to  cx]>re«s  herself  so  hittcriy.  Coth  she  and  hur 
,  na  wiJl  21S  the  Duke  of  Rk-ltelieu,  weiv  ami>tjg«t 
rlio  nhcwed  riinot  niutioty  to  tuni  In  their  wm  ad- 
•  lilt  growing  power  uf  Madame  de  Clutteauruux.  On 
tli  of  Flcurj',  Mad.ime  <h  Tciicin  spared  no  insinnnting 
in  ordtT  to  induce  Madiuiie  de  ChutL-aaniux  to  ami  licr 
«  in  favour  of  htr  brother.  "'A  clever  woniwi,"  die 
helieti,  "  known  how  to  unite  pleasure  and  geiicml 
ith^iut  wearying  ber  loTcr,  she  caii  make  him  do 
cjs.  My  brother  could  consnlt  with  her  on  thia 
(a  ftirdiiial  (>t  the  t'hureh  and  a  royal  luistreiis  ') 
liAve  cnoagli  rnnity  to  thluk  I  eoidd  become  one  of  the 
-1  of  the  great  machinery  it  is  her  iiittqitiou 
I."  Hiul  thia  plan  succeeded — Maduno  de 
'  king,  and  the  cardinal  being  in  his 
'T — Madame  dc  Tencin  would  liave 
tlie  greAt  ai-bitcr  of  crery  important  question  in  FraneiN 
to  assert  that  thia  nnprincijiled  woman  cotdd 
iBC  much  fur  the  good  of  the  country,  it  is 
that  her  doiihle  comiexiou  with  the  governmeut  and 
hie  party  might  have  tended  to  hi'al  up  the 
lyenatio);  between  them  both.  But  Iblachime  dc 
IjlwI  n'jt  iieijuircd  her  power  in  order  to  yield  it 
ler  woman,  und  i"ipeiualJy  to  so  clever  aud  intrigii- 
a«  MaJjuue  de  Tencin  Siie  waa,  moreover,  sur- 
friends  who  gave  her  Iwions  in  politics,  in  orde 
j^ight  be  fidly  tjuiditied  fur  ber  post ;  aud  by  who 
:n  his  dislike  for  the  cardinaL 
ti>  her  own  creatures.  Madiime 
tax  VM,  ncvcrtlielcsSj  deeply  eonvincod,  like  Ma- 
rin,  of  the  necessity  of  some  radical  change  in  tlio 
Of  the  Confusion  by  ■wliich  it  was  charat-ti>rised 
n*  to  a  friend  :  "  1  could  not  have  believed  all 
if  no  retiicdy  is  adminifitcred  to  thia  Btat«  o< 
wiH  sooner  <tr  later,  he  u  great  fcoMtcvei'i«n«nt" 
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Thongh  the  aim  of  Madame  de  Chat«aaroux  was  good,  \ 
nieaafl  she  took  to  effect  it  were  not  equally  prwstworl 
Itcekless  of  the  real  interests  of  the  countrr,  and  dia 
ttrUcntly  to  be  tbe  mistress  of  a  great  and  admired  mo 
sbe  partly  precipitated  France  into  a  fatal  war,  destine 
liumble  Austria,  and  raise  the  urUappJ  Chartes  Yll.  to  1 
throne  of  that  empire.  Like  another  AguSss  Sorel,  sh(!  ui^ 
the  king  to  take  the  coniiuand  of  bis  army,  and  remhcii  t 
accompany  him.  TMs  Louis  forbade  ;  but  Madame  de 
teauroux,  taking  the  advice  of  llichelieu,  licr  rel»tiv» 
most  devoted  courtier,  privately  followed  Louis  XV,  in 
(if  Ids  prohibition  ;  she  was  accompanied  by  her 
Madame  de  Lanragais,  who  shared  ■sritb  ber  the  king's  (a 
Two  princesses  of  the  Wood,  the  Duchess  of  Modena,  formo 
MademoiscUe  de  ValoLi,  and  the  Prine«ss  of  Cottti,  unbla 
ingly  followed  in  the  train  of  the  royal  favourites. 

The  king  had  been  received  with  enthusiasm  by  the  i 
and  the  provinces  ;  but  when  bis  mistress  ap^teared  eve 
with  him,  this  feeling  was  changed  to  one  of  deep  indigtuttiti 
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Be  <i't  (.'Latwiarom  and  licr  sister  to  be  dlsmisserl    This 
I  hj  hiT  crieniicH  witii  every  mark  of  cfmtcmpt.     Tbe 
I  woiucn,  KudJt'uly  deserted  by  the  courtiers,  left  tbe  houac 
tbe  king  ■was  Ijing  ill,  amidiit  the  bootiuga  of  the 
ice;  £n>m  wbi)!>e  fury  they  bad  to  be  protected  duiing 
J(i'     ■  "   ■)  jourDey  t'l  Paris. 

\l  -carcc'ly  ninile  this  sacrifice  to  his  feara  of 

I  when  be  recovered.     Tbe  joy  of  the  whole  nation 

f^  -■■ 5  retti,  that  the  monarch  justly  received  the 

The  churches,  which  during  his  illness 
tilUd  to  overflowing  with  worshippers  petitioning 
lin  hia  behalf,  now  rcMiunded  with  jttyfiil  I'e  Deuma 
I  feeling  of  glad  0  ess  vaa  greatly  increased  by  a  uni versa! 
I  the  sincerity  of  the  kiiig'a  repcutance^     The  pousordea 
1  observed,  in  their  own  significant  and  iuipres&iTe 
B,  that  if  the  king  t<.>ok  back  his  niistrcas  bo  iiught 
JTlrilhoat  getting  so  much  as  a  Pater  or  an  Ave  from  thenk 
the  greatest  threat  of  the  women  who  exulted  over 
I  of  LuuiA  XVL,  and  followed  Marie-Antoinette  to  the 


i  tba  king  was  fuUy  recovered,  and  had  returned  ta 

he  fell  into  a  fit  of  melancholy  abstraction,  of  which 
umrticrs  easily  anspected  the  motive.  The  repentance  of 
XV.  had  never  been  heartfelt:  it  sprang  from  terror; 
BOW  that  tbe  death  he  had  feared  seemed  once  more  dis- 
I  1m  felt  both  mortiijed  at  tbe  humiliuting  part  ho  had 
icvcd  at  the  loss  of  Madame  de  Chutcauroux. 
ither  unwilling,  to  resist  the  pleadings  of  his 
[lie  privately  sought  his  injured  and  now  neglected  niia- 
The  rt*Qit  of  this  interview  was  soon  known ;  for  in  a 
few  days  Mauregias,  the  mortal  enemy  of  tbe  ducbess,  called 
^hi  i    i:i  the  presence  of  a  numerous  assembly, 

W^  l:>:-r,  in  the  name  of  the  king,  to  forgive  the 

umnoa*  m.i  liicb  she  had  been  treated  during  hia 

r**  lllii<^^-^,  •"  ■•  i-il  as  to  return  to  his  court.     Madame 
onx,  who  was  then  slightly  indisposed,  answered, 
KMMi  ««  ibo  w»3  recovered  she  should  \w  \»i\;V3  ^n 
11 
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iilx'y  tlie  king's  oommandi     This  mortification  L:ii!  '. 
tliilfd,  at  her  reqaest,  oa  Maurepas,  as  the  first  of  tli.  •■ 
of  rctilitttion,  m  wltkh  her  haii^hty  temper  alie.iily  n* 
iiutul^  on  ber  return  to  court.     Bat  to  that  st:iliuu, ' 
she   hjtd  {rarchased  at  the  cost  of  peace  mid.  hoaoar, 
triw  never  destined  to  rctum  :  her  illnesa  soon  wwwnwid  i 
alarming  chaiHCter,  and  ere  long  the  doctors  declared  hat  I 
hojwless.     la  a  few  dajs  after  the  visit  of  Maurepaa  she  diej 
in  tbo  arms  uf  the  forgiving  Madame  de  Mully,  and  «il 
pnmiiscs  of  future  t>cnajice  on  her  lips ;  to  verify  wbidi,  lH 
wa«  Hot  gnuited  to  her. 

Tho  dentil  of  his  miartren  overwhelmed  the  king 
dotiiair  r  it  is  Siiid  she  V!»  the  onlj  woman  he  ever  reallj  i 
ainoerelj  lovoil.  During  her  brief  illneas  be  shewed 
gnuitcst  grief,  and  caused  prayers  to  be  offered  up  eve 
for  her  recori>ry.  The  death  of  Madame  de  Chatcaurooz  i 
like  that  of  her  sister,  attributed  to  poison ;  bat  the 
priHif  of  this  aasertion  was  the  fear  her  return  to  ooiiit  txaXti 
iu  tho  minds  of  those  who  had  imprudently  decUred  Oua- 
si'lves  her  enemies  at  Metx  Madame  de  CbiteauroBX 
buried  with  greivt  privacy  in  the  church  of  Saint-Sdpice. 
ormcHl  escort  accompanied  her  coffin  to  the  grave, 
hatred  of  the  populace  should  vent  itself  on  her 
rcmitiiis. 

This  hatred  was  scarcely  justified.     Withoat  aeekii^  i 
polltattt   her   errors,   it   may  be   asserted   that    Madame  i 
ChatoauTuux  was  infinitely  superior  to  the  women  by  n 
she  was  succeeded.     <Slic  did  not,  like  them,  make  an 
traffic  of  her  piwcr  :  on  being  once  offered  a  large  sum 
order  Ut  favoiir  an  individnnl  at  court,  she  refusod  with  i 
nation  and  contempt.     Mer  sense  of  the  degniidatiou 
position  was  never  entirely  obliteint«d.     The  diguifiad  ga 
neea  of  the  injured  queen  always  affected  her  paiafbQjr ; 
coufeKsed  herself  humbled  in  her  pmMeao«c     The  pare 
(uffcring  Atarie  Lecsinska  could  have  asked  for  no  ffxaXu 
^vengeauco  tu  full  on  the  haughty  Madame  d 
lis  f^eliug  ol  humiliation  and  iliamc.     I 
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it  to  dcnjr  Madiime  do  Chatcauroux  the  merit  of  having 
it  to  nmse  Loub  XV.  from  the  state  of  aputhetiti  indo!- 
iato  which  lie  h.-ul  fiillan.  The  means  she  took  weru 
licioiu,  Aod  kd  to  new  misfortunes ;  bxit  her  tdm  wait 
i.  ExfKMience  might  have  taught  her  a  better  use  of  her 
r,  HaiI  that  power  tasted,  as  there  is  little  doubt  that 
uld,  if  her  Ufa  had  been  proloiigi-d,  Louii  XV.  might 
been  another  man. 

le  ()eoi>Ie,  however,  Lated  Madame  de  Chateauroux,  with- 
egard  to  the  good  or  evil  she  might  effect,  because  she 
sd  to  them  the  personification  of  royal  profligacy  in  its 
1  form.  It  was  a  fact  beyond  dispute  tiiat  ahc  had  aut- 
hcr  two  eldest  sisters  in  the  favour  of  tho  king,  and  it 
reoeniiy  believed  that  nhc  had  shared  that  favour  with 
Madame  de  Lauragoia.  A  corrupted  court  might 
Indifference  ou  such  things  :  nor  was  royal  profligacy 
mnch  geverity  in  the  philosophic  circles  ;  but  in 
the  nation,  where  the  sense  of  morality  and  decency 
JTed,  such  facts,  Huked  with  the  sovereign's  name, 
abhorrence  and  disgust.  It  did  not  tend  to  siiftrn 
that,  whilst  the  Idng  forgot  hia  duties  and  every 
ible  thought  in  guilty  indulgences,  the  state  of  the 
daily  became  worse.  The  unhappy  and  opjiressefl 
try  were  the  principal  suffereta.  The  nobles  themselves 
to  be  alarmed  at  the  consequences  of  so  nnich  misery. 
jrcar  1739,  fifty  years  before  the  French  Itevolutioa, 
llie  oountiy  was  in  a  state  of  pence,  and  the  crops  were 
abundance,  men,  according  to  Uie  testimony  of  a 
miuiiiteT,  died  by  thouaands,  after  vainly  endca- 
to  appease  with  grass  the  cravings  of  hunger.  When 
g  wa«  <iuce  huldiiig  hia  council,  his  relative  the  Duke 
placed  on  the  table  before  him  a  piece  of  bread 
Lcatb,  uttering  the  ominous  word*  : — "  Sire,  this  in 
of  your  subjects."  The  general  misery  spread  even 
neighbourhood  of  VersaiUes,  and  still  more  unwelcome 
iiith  tli.iii  those  which  came  fromVia  ot«uv- 
-sc'ira.     Wkeu  he  traversed  t\ie  SMYiUt^saJ 


U6 


WOSIAS  IK  FKASCB. 


of  Fnris,  vrtilst  going  to  liia  plcasare  Mtta,  the  people 
longer  cried  ont,  "Vive  Je  Roi !"  but  "Famine'  and  "Bi«d!* 
Once.  33  Le  wo^  htiuliiig  in  tbe  forest  of  Senart,  he  mc  a 
lieosniit  on  horseback,  canyiiig  ii  coffin  before  him.  "  Far 
whom  is  that  coflia  1"  naked  the  king,  stopping.     "  For  « i 

of .'     " Of  what  did  he  <lje f    "Of  httngw"  afanftdjr 

sdd  tbe  peas&nt,  looking  at  him  fixedly  as  he  spoke, 
king  asked  no  more  (juestions,  but  spurred  bis  horse,  umI  I 

OQ. 

Wfts  there  nothing  in  this  reply  of  a  sabjc-ct  to  hia  i 
reign  ?  Ko  warning  of  a  lowering  fotore  t  Nothing  beyood 
the  mere  intimation  that  a  tnan  had  died  of  htrnger,  'withia 
a  few  steps,  perhaps,  of  the  royal  Versailles,  that  aeat  rf  en- 
rapt  luxury !  If  there  wa»  anything  more,  Lonis  XV.  htcdcd 
it  not :  casting  the  burden  of  his  sins  on  hia  innuceDt  daeeiai- 
ant,  leaving  him  to  expiate  the  accuniulat«d  evils  of  tgtt,  h» 
strove  to  forget  what  he  had  heard,  and  sought  not  to  lean 
morcL 

It  is  not  without  deep  reluctfincc  that  we  have  praatd  is 

our  ta&k.  in  order  to  place  before  our  readers  these  pietoti  o( 

^1yal  profligacy ;  bat  they  wens  neceasaty  to  the  undcfstad- 

iiig  of  what  has  preceded,  »s  well  as  to  the  full  rnnipn  l>miihm 

of  what  is  to  follow.     Will  it  he  wondered  at  that  aaek  a 

court  should  have  little  power  f    That,  whilst  royal  oooitaiBia 

goveraed  the  political  kingdom,  the  social  world  sought,  if  ot>t 

«  purer,  at  least  a  freer  and  more  intellectual  atmosphere  t    I|^ 

WBA  this  corrupt  weakness  of  tbe  court,  and  that  inennriifl 

iiiflaence  of  society,  which  msed  the  formidable  power  of  IM 

most  celebrated  man  of  the  age  :  it  was  these  wbidi  gn«  Ul| 

the  keen  weapon  of  ridicule  he  wielded  so  ruthlessly  and  M 

long  ;  which  made  him  protest  by  cynicnl  writings  ifliln^, 

cynical  abuses,  and  prepared  the  destraction  of  the  bnOkM 

■odfty  which  almost  worshipped  the  name  of  Voltaire. 

k    Nor  was  this  society  tinconscious  of  its  own  f.itc     Thw. 

^Mncn,  with  that  instinctive  foredght  which  arises  from  4|fl 

^■BBoess  of  their  perceptions,  bad  already  predicted  Iba  iai^| 

B  all  ttiis.    The  houeat  indiguatiou  o(  MademoiaeUe  Alflfl 
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)  of  Madune  de  Teucirt,  and  the  lovo  of  Madajne  (k 
Bronx,  It'll  tiicm  to  tbo  Mune  conclaRons  :  tJie  fortli- 
lad  iut "  ti  cif  tbe  state.     It  id  a  groat  but 

<jT(ir  I  I    tliat  only  a  few  statesmen  like 

pit,  uid  tliat  almost  ou  the  eve  of  tbe  Bevolutiou,  could 
Jl  «rli»t  was  tlicn  visible  to  every  one.    The  predictions 
!  the  Uiree  ladiw  idready  quoted,  if  less  detailed  aud  oliv 
faait,uc  fully  a«  siyuificaiit,  and  have  undoubteilly  the  merit 
r  (iriurity.     It  is,  therefore,  an  error  to  think  tliat  tlte  tow- 
[Kts  of  ft  future  crlhis,  then  generally  felt  in  sodcty,  tra 
'  liich  only  the  iniinly  und  far-seeing  mind  nf  Tiirgu 
complete  ntttrance,  by  jjredictiiig,  aa  we  find  bim^ 
:that  society  was  then  hurrying  on  to  mme  frjghtfiil 

Sacb  feelings  natar&IIy  added  to  the  power  of  the  philo 
aad  litcniry  circles.     It  is  true  these  circles  were  fa 
being  pure  ;  their  liceutiousness  was  ctcd  the  more  r&<^ 
live  thttt  it  wofi  aceompDiiied  by  so  mneh  intellect :  but, 
time,  there  is,  and  idways  wiU  be,  in  intellect,  j 
ittniction  ;  inducing  men,  not  to  excnae,  but 
its  cmvrs,  for  tlie  soke  of  the  good  by  which  they  aro 
Ded.      Intellect  is  the  source  of  moral  greatness  and 
ce.     If  it  has  been  perrcrted,  if  the  divine  ^t  has 
ed  into  evil,  ytt,  even  from  that  very  perversion, 
{ood  in.iy  ftrise.     Never  was  this  principle  more  for- 
3y  illoztrated  than  in  the  times  of  which  we  are  speiiking. 
the  sciisurtl  profhgacy  of  frJliug  monarchy,  arose  the 
►We  army  of  iijtellectu;J  licence.     Tlio  rulers  of  France 
.laiplt'd  ou  every  moral  right.     The  pliiIogr>- 
ly  destroyed  every  divine  tie,  whicb,  by  linlc- 
[man  to  Heaven,  so  firiuly  knits  him  to  his  brother  man. 
I  Uie  rudeness  of  the  Middle  Ages  vanished  those  stern 
I  virtues  which  kivo  rendered  them  imniortaL 
loaupkuni  acted  as  though  tliny  hod  resolved  that  not 
memory  of  those  heroic  limes  should  remain  as  « , 

I  tctUn  of  Emtiiaul  Penoiis  to  Caricj  liuDie.     lutpxluotai]  luUM  \ 
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link  between  the  degenerated  descendants  of  Bayard  u4 
Dugneaelia  and  the  eons  of  the  serfs  ;  the  pare  and  hallowtd 
name  of  the  maiden  who  freed  her  conntTy  from  the  strangeri 
yoke  was  hold  np  to  scorn  in  iicentions  stnuns.  Everywhere 
the  past  was  insulted  and  reviled  ;  everywhere  moral  ruiia, 
more  fearfd  than  the  empty  and  violated  tombs  of  the  rojal 
dead  in  the  afahey  of  Saint^Denia  daring  the  Revolution,  met 
the  beholder's  eye  :  for  on  the  human  mind  there  had  falka 
a  blight,  which  will  make  the  eighteenth  century  appear  fm 
ever  as  a  wide  and  fearful  gulf  between  the  past  iiod  tht 
future  of  France. 

There  is  greatness  in  this  power  of  intellect.  True,  it  went 
too  far ;  true,  it  added  to  the  work  of  destruction ;  but,  let 
it  be  remembered,  the  "  mission  "  of  the  times  was  to  d^troy, 
not  to  erect  or  create.  In  the  moral  as  well  as  in  the  pliv- 
fiical  world,  life  may  spring  even  from  corruption  and  decay  . 
and  if  institution  a  perish,  there  is  a  power  of  truth  ia  tb« 
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ae  of  Voltairo  fills  the  wltole  of  the  cigliteenth  ccn- 

It  iuks  aeycmi  btMin  given  to  <>tie  tnaM,  nnd  that  man  an 

illwr,  U>  exerci>w  so  great  n  [lov/fT  as  tbat  which  he  posseBsed. 

afying  Lunself  A-itL  all  iJic  passions,  feelings,  and  pre- 

'  jif  lii«  contempornrioa ;  by  clothing  them  with  that 

t(  '  eiqiressed  his  ke«n  scepticism  and 

L^  ^  ,  iiy,  he  natuToUy  became  the   great 

of  tbe  Ag« :  a  miKdon  vrhich  ooly  hia  vast  and  versatUe 

looold  AilfiL 

;  ia  inii>o«silj]o  to  apeak  of  tlie  eighteenth  century  with- 
idiitg  til  Vitltaire.     Monj  ia   neceaaary  in  this  case; 
clowJy  connected  him  ■with  trne  of  the  most  !«• 
jyroen  nf  thuau  times,  the  well-known  Madame  du 
Voltaire  1-  'iilias  the  penaity  of  his  high 

fane,  too  much  uikji-  •  lise  ami  opprobrium.     He  waa 

Btbtr  the  perfect  being  liis  partisans  idolised  nor  the  monster 
reviled.     The  feeling  of  hatred  against  liim  has 
tloo  Utter  and  uttreleuting.     This  feeling  was  excited  by 
Uk  opinions,  And  not  by  his  actions.     It  is  the  doctrines  he 
bfened,  and  partieuliirly  the  manner  in  which  he  professed 
B,  that  drew  down  »o  mach  animadversion  on  his  name, 
life,  Voltaire  resembled  other  men  :  if  he  sometimes 
Ut  acts  of  petty  qjite  and  revenge  unworthy  of  any 
noble  and  generous  actions  nercrtlieless  honour 
His  errors  were  chiefly  the  result  of  the  times 
I  which  he  wsa  cast :  had  ho  lived  in  a  free  country,  and  in 
•  tttampbav  than  that  wZu'ch  surrounded  \ma,  \i«  vum^ 


120 


■WOSIAN  IS  PKASCE. 


neither  have  ainned  so  deeply,  nor,  to  say  the  trath,  wonll , 
have  won  bo  much  fame  and  power. 

But  Yoltaiio  came  at  a  period  when  faith  and  moriditjrwov 
almost  equally  weak ;  when  institutions  were  hasteitiiig  to 
their  inevitable  decay  ;  and  he  brought  with  liim  one  of  (hiae- 
Borcaatic  and  sceptical  diispositiona  which  are  of  every  tbu^ 
though  they  can  only  fiilfil  their  destructive  task  at  »n  ep«h 
of  general  weakness  and  degradatioa  The  scepticism  ofW- 
taire  was  displayed  even  in  the  Jesuit  college  where  he  «» 
educated,  and  where  one  of  the  fathera  foretold  that  he  woulA 
prove  the  relentless  foe  of  reli^n.  No  external  Mokws 
removed  those  early  signs  of  infidelity  from  the  mind  of  fi» 
young  Aronet — such  was  hia  real  name.  Tlie  profligate  AtW 
de  Chateauneuf  mtroduced  him  into  the  coterie  of  the  oM 
Ninon  de  TEnclos,  where  the  youth  was  confirmed  in  the  £n» 
and  Epicurean  Deism  he  ever  after  professed.  Whtffl  •!» 
unknown  Arouet  had  become  M.  de  Voltaire  the  celebrttd 
author,  he  found  in  his  ambitious  vanity  a  still  greater  induce 
mcnt  to  follow  the  creed  of  the  profligate  and  elegant  Kidcty 
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hftt  lie  Vielieved  to  be  error,  and  wli«t  lie  8nf>- 

lidered  t>.>  be  tlic  tnith  ;  but,  in  all  thiit  he  up- 

ild  tod  oppotwrd,  he  was  not  actuated  by  that  8ing]cu«sa  of 

\atpa  aud  imrifiea  the  mind.     It  was  in  this 

te  TTiis  tmiuently  a  sceptic.     Faith  was  not 

■tun; :  he  never  had  that  fervent  and  disiiiterest^'d  litvo 

I  which,  CTen  in  nn  erroneous  cause,  con  make  heroca 

t  maxipt.     He  vtote  fur  ghiry  and  distinction  :  a  few  puiirt 

without  chiin;o'it;  his  creed,  would  have  kept  him 

It  is  thia  waut  of  earnestness,  and  not  merely  his 

tiosm,  that  ought  to  be  condemned.     IVliat  right  had  the 

I  who  valued  his  own  opinions  so  little,  to  insult  and  revile 

I  creed  of  others  1     Wbat  right  had  he,  fur  the  gratification 

.  to  sow  doubt  aiid  dismay  in  the  minds  of  those 

...  i  ;ind  fuund  consoliitiou  in  that  belief  J 

m  much  in  thia  that  explains  the  iiicuniiisteney  ot 

>  on  Revelation,  the  insincerity  f>y  which  he 

rardcf!  his  caose,  and  the  [icrfidious  use  whicli 

'  of  ridieule,  where,  if  truth  was  with  hiru,  reasoning 

to  have  sutfired.     It  was  thus  that  he  gmtified  his 

^  niiQtiiible  wish  for  fame  r  but  it  was  dearly  purchaseil  at  the 

lity  and  an  honourable  independence     Volt:dre 

1 ,  by  the  tiutiiro  of  his  mind,  less  guilty  than  this 

may  at  first  seem  to  imply.    The  truth  is,  that  he 

t  Bo  fired  jirinciples  on  any  subject :  he  passed  from  ooe 

ircasion  to  uuotbor  with  Wi  ease  and  rapidity  almost  un- 

tl«L     Ifc  WHS  susceptible  of  any  emotion ;  and  though 

)  and  itaruaBin  prtHlominatcd  in  Im  niiiul,  they  never  ruled 

ily.     'Hiis  infinite  variety  of  impulses,  which  gave  bo 

;  H  chunn  to  iiis  style,  rt mlered  his  character  an  extraordi- 

compound  of  the  nmst.  oppo«ite  qualities  and  defects. 

WAS,  at  the  same  time,  geuiirous  and  vindictive  ;  in- 

nt,  and  yet  a  flattcrei  of  thi»  great ;  timid,  and  ever 

jtting  hititself  by  new  acts  of  imprudence  :  he  even  recoti- 

I  the  seeming  imposaibility  of  warm  but  transient  enthu- 

I  accoinjiauted  by  a  scofEiig  scepliciaui. 

bt  VifJtAim  ia  good  or  in  evil,  never  Yfetit\)«^*nA  mwe 
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impulse.  There  is  nothing  gr«it  in  his  private  or  in  his  pabfit 
life.  Those  who  loved  and  admiied  him  most,  confeaaed  IkU 
the  endless  vivacity  of  his  mind  wearied  even  whilst  it  dasM, 
He  passed  fivm  cUldisb  impatience  to  raptnions  adiointfaa; 
and  from  th^vt  agnin  to  deep  sarca;sTn  and  irony ;  bat  wfaiekffv 
mood  he  took,  it  was  marred  by  the  want  of  that  stebifity 
of  principle,  without  which  a  character  will  ever  fail  ill  gnet 
and  harmony. 

The  writings  of  Voltaire  bear  the  impress  of  hia  mind. 
They  have  all  the  vivacity  and  reisatility  of  ta-lciit  by  wUck 
he  was  cbanicterided.  His  prose  is  still  unrivalled  for  ckw- 
nera,  purity,  and  elegance.  As  a  poet — if,  indocd,  Y<ihHi« 
may  be  called  a  poet — he  ranks  infinitely  lower.  All  Ul 
works  are  disfigured  by  that  intolerant  and  declamatory  toM 
which  contributed  to  their  immense  success,  but  which  hac 
been  justly  reproved  by  posterity.  Great  gemoses  belong  to 
every  age  :  Voltiure  was  essentially  the  man  of  his  own  6tam. 
He  had,  indeed,  no  aspirations  higher  than  those  <ii  tkt 
world  in  which  he  lived :  that  world  was  moral,  wag  gimt 
enough  for  him.  He  was  indifferent  to  serioaa 
chaoges :  his  tastes  and  feelings  were  essentially  arist 
At  the  same  time  his  keen  and  practical  good  sense  made 
dent«  ardently  the  total  freedom  and  independence  of 
— the  true  basis  of  every  other  freedom — and  the  abaanoe  el 
wtuch  was  doubly  galling  to  a  mind  so  impatient  of  reetcaint 
as  was  his.  These  remarks  on  Voltaire  are  by  no  meaat  !•> 
tended  as  a  coraprehensive  view  of  his  ejctratMrdinary  aad 
%-aried  character ;  they  were  introduced  because,  however  d*- 
ficient  they  may  be,  the  antpect  of  this  work  rendered  Uaoi 
indispensable. 

We  have  already  mentiooed  that  the  fate  of  Voltuni  was 
dosely  linked  with  that  of  an  eminent  woman  of  tbiise  timM^ 
Madame  du  Chatetet,  whose  commanding  mind  nndontood 
and  oommeuted  on  Newton  and  Leibnitz,  and  entitled  her  to 
the  hiyh  praise  bestowed  upon  her  by  M.  A'  <7«wt 

nn  g6uie  en  geometric  !"     Emilie  GiibrieUe  'i  u  had 

nceived  a  classical  education,  to  which  was  noitod  imrj  ac^ 
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voaplultiDetit  then  in  ftuthion  ;  olio  hod  an  oxvcllLtnt  koow- 

l«d(*  of   Latin,  Ilaltuii,  aiui  KnglisL     Uer  jiareuta  miuricd 

kar  in  bcr  BinetoaiUi  year  to  tb«  iliirquia  da  Cbatelet,  an 

■kBumt  bat  oommoaplftoe  man  conaidcmhty  liur  actiior. 

^HfiM  jfwutg  niatciiioiieiBa  mode  her  &pp«arauce  in  tlie  world 

^Htfi  Bwdi  6clst.     6hii  was  toll  and  gmccfu],  iind  iier  bin* 

^^•^  darii  hair,  and  exiireaaive  eountooauce  eutitL'd  her,  in 

yvath,  to  the  opithct  ot  Imndsome.     Her  grent  talents  long 

HUaiaed  luuuapected.     llio  world  ouly  miw  iu  ler  a  fiitu 

who  sung  and  played  exiinisitcly,  and  who  aeemed 

y   fond   cif  drtf*8,   buuting,   and   cavagnola     The 

lkJc»  of  liichclicu  was  tlicn  at  the  hi:ight  of  his  fiuno  for 

ipllatilty ;  fvw  of  the  women  to  whom  he  paid  any  att«u- 

tiiB    had   snflidcnt   principlu   to   rcaint   hinu      Mndame   dn 

Ghatelel,  vhoM  ideas  uf  morality  wuiv  those  of  her  tituo, 

pond  no  ciccptii>n   t<>  tlic   general  rule     The  connexion 

h«twi>cu  bcr  and  thu  duke  wus,  however,  extremely  brief,  and 

■idcd — VKtj  differently  from  most  of  hia  love  intrigues — tn 

■  SBflcrc  and  mutual  friendship.     Madame  dii  Chatdet  aftcr- 

imda  alludfd  Ui  thia  traii»ii'ut  liaison,  iu  her  letters  to  the 

Doke  of  Rkhclicii,  with  a  mixture  of  regret  mid  levity  char- 

adariatic  of  the  periud.     "  Who  woold  have  thought,"   sh« , 

wnAe  tii  bcr  former  loTor,  after  a  fit  of  illnesi,  "  that  friend 

4dp  ooaki  have  causttd  me  to  be  regrcttetl  by  ^Intlatne  d« 

BickcUeu,  Voltairt*.  and  you  I     I  scarcely  hoiK'd  for  love  lt> 

do  thia.     We  an  happy  only  by  these  two  feelinga     I  oitii- 

tarn  that  iu  Ihum  lies  all  the  happinoaa  of  uiy  Ufe."     And 

on,  **  I  bcliuro  in  my  own  wortli  since  I  begin  to 

yuu  liaTO  a  aincere  friendtilup  fur  nie.     Yuu  knoi 

aad  how  really  eogrosscd  it  is  now  " — (by  Voltair«)i 

I  ferJ  proud  of  loving  iu  you  the  friend  uf  my  lover. 

would  odd  to  the  plco-^uro  which  I  find  in  oori 

I  had  not  embittered  it.     I  cannot  forgive  mji 

■If  for  having  cntcrtainwl  any  other  feeling  f<>r  you.  howerur 

Ui^t  it  may  have  been."     Of   poor  M.  du  Chatelet,  tir  t>f 

icpvt  at  drcitiviiig  him,  not  one  word. 

JtUdouir  da  Chatdvt  lovod  pleasure^  bat  she  waa  not  fittt 


12i 


wojuy  rs  PBA5ct 


f'jT  »  mereiy  worldly  life.  Wearied  of  dissipation,  she  MiS>^rT.i 
witli  ardour  on  the  study  of  the  exact  sciences.  The  briloMt 
but  shallow  Msnpertuis  wa^  her  teacher  in  geometry,  H* 
then  enjuycd  that  high  degree  of  female  admiration  which 
first  fired  the  emulation  of  Helvctiua.  'Wheneyer  he  walked 
in  the  Tuil«riea,  Maupcrtnia  was  Gnrronnded  by  a  crowd  of 
elegant  and  f  ashiouabtc  women.  Geometry  was  then  as  mock 
tlie  ruge  as  were  tLe  panting  at  a  later  period.  With  mtat 
ladies  it  wotit  bu  far  sm  to  induce  them  to  study  under  th« 
admired  teacher.  A  kind  of  playful  rivalry  subsisted  h«tweni 
Madame  de  Biclielieu  and  Madame  du  Chatelet,  for  the 
leesons  of  their  mutual  friend,  Maupertuls.  With  M«4fm>* 
du  Chatdet,  the  matter  was  not,  however,  merely  om  of 
fashion  i  as  was  proved  by  the  rapid  prttgreiO  which  she  made 
in  a  science  for  wMch  ber  mind  was  strikingly  adapted.  Slw 
was  studying  the  works  of  Newton  when  she  met  Toltaire,  thai 
recently  returned  from  England,  and,  like  her,  an  enthudaslk 
admirer  of  Newton's  sublime  discoveries.  This  simiiaritj 
tastes  proved  the  first  link  between  these  two  kindred  apiiil 
and  oriinnalfd  the  long  and  celebrated  connewon  between 
dimni;  SmUieuiul  the  great  sceptic  of  the  eiglitcenth  centlBJ, 

Enamoured  of  her  beauty,  and  still  more  of  lier  paasJomt* 
devotion  to  science,  Voltaire  addressed  his  fsiir  mistresa,  oadcr 
lie  ajipropriate  name  of  Urania,  m  a  very  tender  strain. 

Madame  du  Chatelet  wa.'i  then  in  her  twonty-«igbtb  ytar. 
Voluure  was  twelve  years  her  senior.  The  loose  maxims  of 
the  time  justified  their  connexion  in  the  opinion  of  the  worU 
and  in  their  own.  They  might  indeed  Imve  adopted  a  Iu^mt 
and  nobler  standard  of  morality,  but  that  they  did  not  do  to 
must  be  less  a  matter  of  surprise  titan  one  of  regret.  As  it 
grew  more  polished  and  sceptical,  the  aristooracy  hist  ibt 
virtues  wliich  can  only  exist  in  ages  of  a  severe  and  euthi 
astic  fjuth.  Tlie  chivalrous  honour  of  man,  and  the  cbasti! 
of  woman,  first  yielded  to  the  corrapting  breath  of  the 
The  philosophy  wljii-h  both  tlie  lovers  ptufesscd,  was,  mon- 
over,  neither  severe  nor  restrictive  :  as  their  coudoct,  i«di 
pkinly  shewed.     Madame  du  Chatelet  was  one  of  the  fii 
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irialocMcy  who  joini'd  tlie  iiliilosujJiio  partj- ; 
•.veil  ax  in  hiT  ronncxioti  with  Vultaire,  tsho  stOl 
tnticea,  which   her  j>o>4iti<ju  in  thti  worl<i  diJ 
..  :>  neglect,  und  ftccordiiigty  attcniU'd  ma.98  with 
■rhilsC,  Uko  him,  she  secretly  vvrute  agatiist  Ki^veljv 
Tbo  8amo  »jtirit  of  jmlicv  made  Voltaire  in  hia  ytmtU 
iu  [muiii!  of  th<?  V'irL^ii]  mid  t.!i<:  Siiviour,  whilst 
tliristiaiiity  in  private.     ScepticiBUi  hiui  not  yet 
aed  the  bold  and  ojwn  lono  by  which  it  wna  afterward* 
JUtiiij;iUBh«d.     Men  still  paid  a  v&iu  nhow  of  outward  rcspcet 

1'^  Umt  this  flangcniii* 
■•  iiwu  i>rivik'j,Til  rnnks- 
I  m  much  inconsiMoncj  of  coudoct  displayed.    The 
iif       .   '     i  '11  fi>r  the  Inferinr  claBue;*  wa»  nmlemptu- 
:  l>y  iboAo  who  undcnniticd  it,  upp.irL'iitly 
that  tlt<<  udvniitages  of  wcaltli   mid    stiitiiiri   th<>y 
tMt«d  ou  what  they  termed  the  iguurance  and  the 
I  of  tlw!  floor.     I  f  the  privileges  of  rank  wens  founded 
I'l  if  that  relij^on  \«i     "  U 

Iij  i  ly  W!ia  11  drc.im,  «li  .  >.i 

It  tteaa  iucredible  thut  Helfiulorest  ahould  not  linvs 
^■■11  thriHc  philrwnphic  and  libonl  tendendc»,  in  tho 
at  ]e\.tt.     But  It  \i  »  lestiuiuny  t<)  et«nuj  truth, 
tkat  eren  tboso  who  u«  to  siUTor  most  by  ita  piDgreta  ara 
iiiviilontarilj  ioAueaA  to  forward  ita  cauito.     Much  of  error  as 
-  iwing  plulotii>pby  contained,  it  neverthek'M  origiimt«d 
of  the  itijueticc  nitd  wortlilcssness  of  existing 
...    .   .  riiu  ouly  real  iiiMtter  uf  surprise  is,  that  the 

pbic  arixtorrncj-,  who,  whilst  tln'y  ftcknowlodgcd  thnir 
to  be  vulueleiw  in  the  eyes  uf  reasuii,  were  na  wiitc 
to  rcUnqnixh  lliom,  shnnld  bvvc  thought  uf  confining 
fasltag*  to  cun  be  no  nltcmpt  mcvre 

tttiit,  none  wbi<  au  aciiualutiintv  with  t)i« 

bwa  by  which  wKtcty  is  gnvrrncd,  ihnn  thivt  which  would 
stdcBVctar  to  Uitut  good  or  evil  Icnowled^e  to  one  {vcculur 
dUK.  Swiarr  or  Utur  it  ma^t  piui  the  b>irner  tixed  by 
kmnaii  vwiity  uid  pridti. 
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The  knowledge  which  tlie  reader  already  poesessi 
maxiins  of  thuse  times,  will  erplaia  why  the  com 
Voltaire  and  Jladaine  du  Chatelet  was  considerec 
guilty  nor  unusual  by  the  society  in  which  they  lived  No 
one  therefore  expressed  any  snri>rise  when  Voltaire  took  b]i 
Mb  residence  at  Cirey,  a  splendid  chiteaa  which  M.  da 
Chatelet  possessed  in  the  province  of  Lorraine.  Aa  it  ww 
uecessary,  however,  to  observe  appearances,  Voltaire  protested 
that  his  attachment  for  Madame  du  Chatelet  was  imnly 
pltttonie,  "  I  confess,"  he  otservcd,  "  that  she  is  tyrautsitai : 
one  must  talk  about  metaphysics  when  the  temptation  i«  to 
talk  of  love.  Ovid  w;is  formerly  tny  master,  it  is  now  the 
turn  of  Locke."  M.  du  Chatelet  either  did  not  suspect  the 
truth,  or  if  he  did,  he  felt  indifiercnt  to  it.  He  certainly 
raised  no  objection  to  the  sojonm  of  Voltaire  under  his  nxd, 
and  was  rather  Jinttcred  at  being  considered  the  host  lad 
patron  of  a  man  already  enjoying  European  fame.  A%  he 
e^Knt  the  greatest  portion  of  his  time  with  hia  regiroeot,  hk 
presence  proved  little  or  no  restraint  to  the  lovers,  who  treated 
him  with  great  respect. 

The  fifteen  years  which  he  spent  at  Cirey  were  perhaps  tli»_ 
happiest  Voltaire  ever  knew,  notwithstanding  the  oecaaio 
differences  which  arose  between  him  and  Madame  du  Chat 
To  a  man  so  enunently  intellectual  as  he  was,  so  much  atti 
to  every  elegance  arid  refinement  of  private  life,  no  won 
unless  one  almost  as  highly  gifted  as  himself,  could  lure  I 
proved  attractive.     Such,  if  the  praise  of  a  lover  is  to  b« 
trusted,  was  Madame  du  Chatelet  .• — 

"  L'esprit  >ubliin«  at  la  liilicatMMt, 
L'oubU  chamuujl  <le  m  prapra  b««nl£, 
L'MDttii  teadre  et  !'»mour  emjioiM, 
Soot  le*  nttnuta  de  ma  belle  mtltiMU." 

The  mind  of  Madame  du  Chatelet  was  greatly  sapecior 
her  personal  attractions,  and  even  to  her  Icauiiing.  Wtl 
excusing  her  relaxed  morals,  it  must  ho  admitted  tliat,  not- 
withstanding her  errors,  she  possessed  great  qualities.  As  a 
friend,  she  was  devoted  and  sincere.     Her  atUxchment  iod 
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Toltairp  VBR  tan  of  truth  And  oaruestnciia.     Slit!  madu  it  bcr 

MWtaiit  t3uk  til  Biiotbe  hb  siLsa'jitible  Tanity,  bugliing  up  by 

■ ''  Ihp  ridictilo  Ids  imjinuliajties  »>  often 

■z  from  Liui  those  ennteraiitible  libtls  nf 

haeoemico,  by  whidi  Ik   u  <    si>  deeply  dktTeeiicd  during  bU 

wbols  lifetime.     ModAuiu  >lu  Cbntclet  was  hcreolf  nobly  in. 

ABenot  to  soefa  ftttaclu.     On  being  abewn  one  d^y  a  piuii- 

pU«t  in  which  tiho  hnd  nut  been  spared,  she  calmly  obsei-ved, 

'  If  tbe  autLur  hfts  lost  Lia  time  in  writing  such  uuosense,  I 

*hkll  Dot  low  mine  in  reading  it"    i^e  le«med  the  uuat  d.iy 

i'luol  had  bc«n  impriwined,  and  immcdt-J 

his  roloaac.    She  6uece«dcd,  but  ucvcr  Ic 

LOW  frium  whom  he  h»d  n-ccivwi  this  fnvour. 

- 'f  luir  tiuie  were  so  free  as  Madiuno  du  Cliatclet'' 

■  inn  spirit  and  thirst  for  distinction  by  which 

nusesM-'tL     Science  abe  loved  fur  its  own 

iiid  exquisite  delights  it  yitddvd  to  her 

i.ind,  And  not  fur  the  paltiy  gratifScntiou  of  bcini; 

'  ■  -     1  woman.     She  never  sought  to  gath«a-  a 

i  her;  never  shewed  the  least  wish  to 

m  cif  which  she  was  mi  erL-tUcnt  a  jui!i,'c. 

.   .    uh  whom  she  waa  in  the  hubit  of  asMocititiu^  . 

'il  uDonnsduui  uf  her  great  tidcnts,  so  little  did  ahi 
liidifToTciit  tn  praise,  unlosa  when  it' 
■  l  judges,  and  tliou  she  probably  felt  it 
Itl  be  ber  due,  iihe  always  distl.iincd  thr  cwy  advautAge  nf 
**«MM««g  aDiiiDg«t  the  ipionint.  It  waa  this  lovo  of  adeoce  for 
ita  own  dice,  thLi  hAu^'iity  ctmtcmpt  of  easy  and  ahowy  auc- 
ooBk,  that  mdcrcd  MikIhihu  du  Chatelet  r  :'<or  t 

tb*  women  with  whom  slie  miugled  ;  and  '  i  mad-' 

the  envimu  Madame  du  Deflaml,  whilst  it  «Teii  di»- 
llte  philoaophy  of  the  more  amiable  Madainc  da 

°'io  Mine  time  it  must  be  eotifcs.st><l  that,  even  Tuoridityi 

.-.ligiuu  act  apart,  the  charactei  of  Madaiae  du  Chatdet' 

ma  iar  from  being  a  fnidtlcaa  one     With  all  her  philoaiophy, 
tic  waa  aa  proud  uf  her  rank  and  birth  as  any  court  lady», 
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8lift  treated  lirr  iiiToriitra  with  a  cold  bU|icrdUti 
shewed  she  fully  fult  their  vast  distance  f  nim  htrmi 
delicacy  on  many  points  was  nonise  remarkable    Ai 
to  M.iil.'inii'  i]r  <■'■     "■        hhe  was  in  the  ha! ' 
lilt;  litters  Uia:   ,  ,  or  came  tit  it,  pr<it. 

anything  cotl(^erlliIlg  herself  or  Voltaire  should  Iw  d 
Her  temper  wjis  vitilent  and  imiierious.  Shu  mled  dei| 
Dver  her  lover,  and  left  Liiu  very  little  personal  1 
H;id  he  jieldra!  entirely  tu  her  jntluence  in 
hf  would  have  written  fewer  tragedies,  and 
his  time  tn  science  and  history.  It  was  indc 
comply  with  her  wishes  that  he  wrote  "  L'EasiU  s 
l'E8i)rit  des  Nations,"  The  good  qualities  of  Mo 
let  ooiisLstt.'d  more  in  a  certain  haughty  independence  I 
ia  an  tuitiring  affection  for  those  whom  she  loved,  thai 
very  amiable  traits.  She  was  deficient  in  gentlenesi 
many  nf  the  roost  winning  qualities  of  woiuiin,  but  tl 
nevcrthelens  in  her  su  little  affectation  and  intrigu*, 
much  of  what  was  gixid  and  true,  as  to  command  rti 
■I)  epoch  >^ben  other  women,  possesaing  her  pusitiui: 
and  her  great  mental  aci^uircraents,  would  not  hay 
'tHiitd  until  they  had  made  France  and  all  Euro 
iMtii  their  pmises. 

It  was  hy  her  simplicity  of  manner,  as  well  as  hy  t 
solidity  of  her  judgment,  that  Matiame  du  f ''       '  ■  . 
VoltiUTC ;  too  keen  a  jiulge  of  every  tiling  I.. 
tolerate  it  long.     Even  as  it  was,  his  satirical  vein  oc 
always  refrain  from  an  indirect  siiee.r  at  the  divine 
enthusiastic  inirxult  of  algebra,  whieh  was  somewhi 
larly  mingled  with  mure  frivolous  taste*.     51 
let  npjii-urs  to  have  been  very  much  Mttacht  ■ 
favourite  ornament  in  the  dress  of  the  times.     Vott 
•ervBs,  in  his  correspondence : —  ^H 

"  C»tte  Iielle  ftme  ent  oue  ttallt.  ^^H 

(ju'eUe  broile  en  mtlle  fsfoiu ;  ^^| 

Son  tsiprit  eat  ins  ytulmopho,  ^^M 

Et  tun  C4MVU  uun  \n  ^ixuvma."  ^^H 
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Id  pompoms  et  le  moude  sont  de  son  ige,  et  son 
I  Cit  ou  (iussus  do  snn  £gc^  de  son  seiK  et  du  niVtre." 
Dg  tij  Uiti  aamo  authority,  Voltaire  liiuuself  wa«  by  un 
aeait  uidJTorvtit  tu  hb  tuilet,  and  appeared  in  CIrey  attmsd 
Ii.'g.iiicc  of  a  courtier  of  VersjuJles, 
f  tim  kamcd  couple  in  their  delightful  retrenl 
»ii«  iif  fctiuiy,  Viiiicd  by  elegant  pleasurea.  The  apart- 
thcy  ficcujiied  at  Ctrej  were  udoraed  with  all  the 
I  ut  aod  K  e&Iih  could  deviBe.  Costly  hangings,  choice 
and  rwe  books ;  everything,  in  short,  which  could 
i  th«  tjn  and  please  the  mind  was  there.  Voltaire 
BHlieit.  lit  great  expense,  a  gallery  to  be  fitted  up  with  all 
gu  inutnuueiils  he  and  Madame  du  Chatelet  iic>eded. 
iletj  limy  stood  a  statue  of  Cupid — no  uiiapt  illua- 
tiuat  scientific  loves — with  the  famous  Inscription 


'  Qai  qne  tn  *oU,  miri  Um  tnattret 
B  Test,  le  fat,  <A  le  ilint  ttrn." 

_^nt  the  entrance  to  this  gatlerj*,  Voltaire  had  likewise  caused 
fbe  Uwcnlx'd  : — 

I »,  stjlitnde  o4  idoti  etpur 
c  tXiLoa  one  juiix.  prufotidtf. 

Qui  [iroiiiutliut  en  vein  le  nionde! " 

>  dooT  oT  the  little  belvedere  where  MadaitiB  da  Chatelet 
[  WM  also  poetically  ailoniod  : — 

I  uuyuuji, 

Voilu  iiiLiu  ourll     il  <.'->l  iiovireux.** 

•"Itunj  celebnitud  his  lovo  for  Madame  du  Chatclct  under 
•"Kent  c\'t>ry  form.  He  wrote  innumerable  verses  in  her  praise, 
i  •oenicd  novrr  weary  of  mentiuiiiDg  lier  great  talents  and 
qualities  to  Ida  friends.  The  sincerity  and  disin- 
**«(lnc»s  of  her  allectioii,  the  admirable  strength  and  clear 
ive  mijid,  afv  themes  to  wHtli  te  ctct 

.  'iTvxiHnidvnce.    Madame  du  CVka.'u^^Xi 
: 
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wna  no  poet ;  she,  Lowerer,  composed  a  Latin  vcr»^ 
toire,  which  wag  afterwards  cogtared  oa  his  toml 

*'  rmlgmiti*  hio  onu  erit,  nnnc  twnu  umoiiL^ 

Madame  dn  Chatelet  only  slept  for  tbrco  hours, 
leATB  more  time  for  study.  Her  temper  ■n-aa  too 
allow  her  to  follow  Moiitesquieu's  judiciuua  advice : 
not  sleep  in  order  to  study  pliilosophy  ;  but  yon  *ki 
the  contrary,  study  philogopby  in  order  to  learu  Low 
soundly."  Tlie  whole  of  the  day  was  nlsii  de\  ' 
loved  studies.  She  seldom  came  down  to  diuu' 
closeted  in  her  apartment,  cnmmenting  on  Newton  &0i 
nits,  or  continuiog  her  writteti  and  animated  i 
iL  de  Muran,  the  secretary  of  the  Academy  i 
tides  her  correspondence  with  Richelieu  and 
wrote  to  several  phi]i.>3opheT3,  and,  among  the 
fur  whom  she  employed  her  influence  when  his  ia{ 
writings  had  caused  him  to  bo  incarceiuted  in  Viucenu 
Voltaire,  in  the  mcanwhUe,  was  conijtoaing  "  M6n) 
"  Zaire,"  by  stealth ;  fur  Madame  du  Chatolct,  benetf  « 
up  in  algebra,  always  discomiiged  Lis  piieticvl  IilK,iir< 
was  adding,  pcrehatice,  a  few  pages  to  his  '' 
XIV."      Ho   ocoasionally  diversified  those  i| 

peevishly  fretting  over  some  new  libel  af  lb. 
taines,  wliii.-li  Lad  reached  him,  notwithstanding  ail 
du   Chatelet's  vigilance;  (ir  by  sending  off  fi  hid 
friends  those  inimitable  letters  of  Lis,  which  s^iarlde 
tlie  wit,  satire,  and  caprice  of  his  versatile  nv 
ngaiust  his  enemies ;  cjctrevagaut  praiHCs  uf  tli< 
of  whose  yoke  he  was  sometimes  heartily  wcarjr, 
tick  of  Prussia;   querulous  ooniplaints  of  the 
which  he,  favoured  among  all  who  ever  wrote,  in 
endure;  bursts  of  j>hilosophic  iutolenuice,  si. 
effusions  of  a  guiieruas  spLit,  and  the  moat  .... 
ances,  daily  repeated  for  the  last  fifty  years  of  hi*  life, 
be  is  p''  '  "  snc\\  k- 

Jstiea  of  1:4  and  vw . 
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D«  did  noA  meet  Mftdamo  da  Cbfttelct  until  the  htinr  of 
■pper.  She  tlien  aune  down,  nsd  Uie  rest  of  tho  evening 
nt  *{ioot  in  oooveraatioD.  YoIt&iT«  submitted  Lis  lubours  of 
(W  di^  to  ber  judgment ;  Madame  da  Ctmtclct  spokfi  of  b«r 
timtUe  punnhs,  gi^og  a  charm  tu  Uiuae  abstruse  umttera 
if  the  eloneas  and  elegnnce  of  her  limgiiagc.  Though  bbc 
Amted  klmoft  the  whole  of  her  tiiue  tu  science,  her  tnste  iu 
pasal  liicntara  waa,  notvithstnitding.  purcnud  comiot.  She 
Uut  ezquiiutc  c<in\'t.-r&Htii»ud  style,  if  ire  mnj  so 
,  wiuch  characterised  the  clever  women  of  the  age ;  and 
•  n«  shilat  living  in  duly  uitc-ruuunte  with  her  thiit  Voltaire 
fmhmd  Ilia  most  iterfect  works.  Circy  wns  oftvii  viaited  by 
and  scicutiiic  iadividuzdH,  who  cmae  to  admins  the 
retirement  of  these  two  kiiidrcU  !tj>irita.  MiuLime 
iGnfli^y,  the  clever  iiuthoretis  of  the  "  rcruvian  Letten," 
Hm  a  few  weeka  with  thcia  The  amiable  IVesident  H£naalt 
speared  there,  brin^^ing  with  him  all  tlic  philosophie 
I  Wtkt  iod  arandal  which  Madame  du  DetTmid  wns  gathering 
'  ccnmit  of  Saii>t-Juse{ih.  A  Prussian  count  sent  by 
,  then  crown  prince  of  i'rasaio,  vi*iited  Cirey,  in  order 
HlMeat  the  iHirtnut  uf  his  master  to  Yolbure,  And  iudiferent 
to  Venu»-Ncwt<m,  as  the  prince  styled  Madame  da 
Madame  Dciuse,  the  favourite  gossiping  niece  of  Vol- 
te^  lyArgena,  the  sccptiad  nnthor  of  the  "  Jewiah  Lettera," 
tknnm  spent  sonic  time  at  Cirey ;  besides  such  scientific  men 
«  Mispcrtuu,  Kcenig,  Ctiuraalt,  and  Algamtti,  who  come 
«4*«^  for  the  puj|Kiso  of  touversing  with  Slfukmu  du  Chate- 
k;  punning  their  mutual  studies  in  her  ajiiurtment,  to  tl;a 
P*tt  anagjUKse  of  Voltaire,  who  ooudeacendM!  tu  feel  some- 
•AK^enlooa  oo  these  occoaiona.  Notwithstanding  hii  secret 
MBttiiM,  be  treat«d  Madame  du  Chatetet'd  learned  guosta  with 
^tooMtitcay.  •*  We  road,"  he  observea  during  the  stay  of 
^V>ulli,  ♦*  a  few  vantua  of  '  Jeanne  la  Pncclle,'  or  ono  of  my 
ta|pdica,  cr  a  diapt«r  from  the  'Siecle  of  Louis  XIV.'  Thence 
•t  Btsra  to  Locko  and  N  nor  do  we  nbstnin  ln>m 

<Wafr^pM  and  good  cheer,  <!,  wo  are  very  voIiTptu- 

*••  ^ttikiwiihm''    The  tact  of  Madame  du  Cbatclot  diveni- 
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iied  these  amnsementa.    She  sang  and  {ilaycd  for  tiif  ] 
of  her  gnesta ;   "  I  at  m  few  ncighbann  i 

taire,  acted  his  i  •  medioa,  on  ■  pretty  J 

rhich  she  hod  cnnsed  to  be  constnicted  for  that 
"«he  was  aa  wtcdleut  actress,  especially  in  ©ou 
entcrtainmetita  proved  reaUy  amniing.     Wlien 
unwell,  Madame  du  Chatclot  relin<.ini»lied  iitudy  i 
in  order  to  sit  by  his  bedside  and  rc.i.l  to  him  th«  ' 
Cicero,  Vii^l,  Pope,  nr  Ncwtnii,  in  the  original  laoga 

Madame  da  Cliatolct  and  her  lover  did  not,  howevei 
the  whole  of  their  time  nt  Cirey.     They  Tisitpd  T'u. 
year,  and  remained  fur  a  few  muntba  at  th-:- 
The  yotmg  dachess,  a  voman  romarkable  for 
complishmeiits,  aiid  for  the  pasaonate  attachmeot  i 
tlie  lust  for  her  faithiesa  husband,  was  tho  in 
Madumo  da  Chatelet;  who,  as  veil  aa  Voltoi  ij 

atruiuental  iu  eOecting  her  maniago.  She  studiad  g| 
under  Maupcrnds,  and  her  knowledge  pf  Newton's  pha 
evGu  enabled  her  to  obtain  a  tiiiiinph  reoorded  l>r  Vnll 

Madame  dii  Cliatclet  entered  into  the  pi'  p| 

with  the  same  pasaiimate  eagerness  with  w): 
Newton's  "Prindpia"  in  her  learned  retirementi 
sojourn  in  Paris  wits  accordingly  ntarked  by  a  ro 
ttuii  and  amuaemciits.     Aa  a  relaxation,  she  w 
choice  d<5je(iner8  in  a  country  imberge,  to  which  no 
adjuitted.      Her  gnests  wen:  l^Iodauie  du  Defliuid,  ' 
gate  Madame  do  Boufflers,  Madame  dc  Mailly — then  1 
mislress,  Miuinmu  du  (Jonvemet,  m   '     ' 
la  Pojji'lini^re.     Those  ladies,  all  L.u 
cryoyed  tlieir  privacy. 


'  n  tout,  pnurbmt,  roui  dire,  i  I'bouiicar  «!e  nam  oiinr  d«  ] 

n.  -  -    ijx- t3p»  fiiiuines,  que  Mnr! '-  V' ■'--'■---■ 

iiH  cettu  ■tiUo  dtitt  mA  " 

•jui  ne  tavnit  ijne  tie*  motji,  «t  <; 
■:<.•  ilea  fait*  et  ointre  deVeapiit.    i-      : 


TOlTi 

t  rxevmivp  li/vo  of  liivss  displiqrefl  by  thu  learned  Emiiio, 

IumI  induced  Yult^urv  to  nanic  her  Mivdanio  Newtun- 

da  Ctiatelet,  oftco  led  her  into  aerious  cxpeusea ;  no 

"    1,  however,  by  tLu  liirgv  eums  she  lost  At  play.   On 

'   UvM  ni>  Ii^AS  than  80,000  livrea  at  Veiwullcd. 

!>-  tuld  her  Uuil  slib  bad  to  deal  with  cheats. 

.;  ^  Ueeu  overheard,  he  was  obliged  to  loAve  the 

precaiHtAt«lj,  aad  atxk  tvr  a  rtiruge  at  Suoaux,  whor« 
iigreed  to  conceal  him.     For  six  weeks  hu 
■ineil  Ml  nn  u[i[icr  room,  writing  by  cuiidle-lighl, 

looune  but  Madmnu  du  Muiue  LersL'lf  being  Awar«  of  his 
^Vh^•n  all  the  iumatea  were  at  rest,  he  cumo  down, 
Iwhh  the  (birhcfts,  and  reitd  t<}  her  fniguietit3  of  bis 
I  Bmreb,  which  he  h.id  cinnivjfifcd  |inrl!y  fur  her  amuau- 
Ib  Um  meanwhile,  iludntue  du  Cliatelct  was  bnay  col- 
( meaty  to  paj  th«  suin  aho  had  li«t,  and  eudeavoored 
the  jM-rsons  li>  whom  Voltaire's  imjtrudout  remark 
M  fTT*n  i.fTL'ucc.     It  Wii4  nut  until  she  hiuj  sm-ceedetl  in 
I  >bj«cU,  thftt  she  tuode  her  appeanuice  at  Sceanr 


tho  [tctiitant  eSiisions  of  the  enuuyife  SIa- 

"iie  du  Defiand,  the  learnwl 

-•  society  of  Sc<!rtu.x,  on  thia 

■vcU  A«  on  the  suliscHjutuit  ouea  they  ptdd  to  Madomu 

e.     "SliKkute  du   C'hatclct  and    Voltaire,"  alie    ol> 

174",  "^  who  hnil  aiinoiinoed  their  arrival  for  to-day, 

,  towartU  inidivij^ht,  like  two  glmsta,  brina;- 

„  ,  .aell  oi  cuilwhued  cnqiscs  from  their  toiuba. 

«  b»d  already  left  the  table  ;  bat  they  were  famished 

l«t:ci,  aisd  .  i]'[H-r.     They,  moreover,  rcijuircd 

^,  ifliirh  V.  .  il.     The  jioflcr,  who  u'aHulroady 

iuid  lo  rlBc  haatily.     Oaya  haviii^;  offered  his  ajiort- 

■  •■  of  Deed,  WM  now  obligeil  to  give  it  u|».      He 

xuival  with  ad  much  |ireci{:>itatiou  and  dlAjilcasun.' 

nip  ami  i  :t  of  its  hng- 

j  ."     Furlh'  resuinea  the 

'^ith  i]i«  tunt  irony ;  "  Our  gbosta  do  cot  abcw  them- 
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sdves  by  darright :  tliey  nppeared  yestepdny  at  ten  iu  the  ens-' 
ing.  I  do  not  sapposo  we  shall  see  them  earlier  Ut-dny.  One 
is  busy  narrating  high  deeds,  the  other  comments  tin  NcW'ii. 
■  Ifadune  du  Cbnt<ilet  has  already  changed  her  apArtmcnt  thm 
.  timefti:  ahe  cunld  endure  do  longer  that  Khich  ahe  bid  dnMfu 
It  'was  full  of  rinise  and  smoke,  without  any  fire,"  (I  nSbtf 
lofik  on  Ihtsas  her  emblem.)  "She  is  now  tati: 
of  lior  '  prindplea.'  She  renews  this  practice  ev 
they  might  escape  othenvLse,  and  go  so  fur  Umt  sli' 

never  find  one  of  them  lu^ain.     I  verily  believe  Lor  I- 

their  stronghold,  and  not  the  place  of  their  birth.     Bhc  Aoa 
well  to  watch  over  them  carefully." 

The  merits  of  Itndnnie  da  Chatclet  wore  not  indeed  HWt 
to  be  fully  appreciated  by  the  frivolous  court  of  itaiLr 
Sfmnc.     But  though  she  devoted  tlio  whole  of  the  day  t" 
8ho  contributed  in  the  cveumg  to  the  geuenU  mnuacii: 
niuging  and  acting  the  pa.stor.il  play  of  "laafi,"  and  Volu 
comedies,  with  so  much  talent  that  even  Madame  de  i 
noufussed  Iieraelf  aniuaod,     Voltaire  addressed  his 
thus : — 


"  duurnanla  Tut !  voos  n<nu  futot  eatcBdro 
DiUM  ees  t>»ux  licaz  luri  rKOU  lo*  phu  ButteiiTi — 
!]•  voot  <1n>lt  a  aoa  ooran ; 
L<'i)i|iil2  r'a  jniiiil.  i]o  nonuile*  pliia  tendrM, 
Nuwtou  d'x  X  plue  euctiuitifun.** 

But  notwithstanding  uU  Lis  pr »etical  complinieDts,  pnor  ^ 
tftiro  was  ungularly  annoyed  by  hia  *'  tharnwnto  Isst," ' 
regardless  of  an  author's  feelings,  but  by  no  means  indiife] 
to  the  success  of  her  chmuis,  ptraistod  in  appcariur  in | 
juirt  of  the  lioniply  3[ndciiioLii'lle  dc  la  C<" 
with  all  tlie  elegance  of  a  court  lady.     Volta;' 
but,  as  iludaiuo  dc  Staal  pithily  observed,  **  81ie  ia  lite  i 
he  is  the  slave." 

After  s])eniling  a  few  months  in  Patia,  Vcltaips  and '. 
du    Chatcict   genenilly    returned   to    their 
Kvojts  rJcca.-«ionally  caused  them  to  separvto  :  .:.-.: 
iiaco  BTM  then  extremely  active     Kccmt^vc^^NoVoiacnian,] 
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I  da  Chutclft  Lvi  eight  thick  volumes  of  Voltaire's  letters. 

[inme  nuthority  o&serts  that  they  contained  more  epigrams 

than  vt'rsiia  iu  the  pnuse  of  h'm  mistress :  a 

unlikely.      Those  letters  were  probubly  do- 

ji^jrcsd  hf  the  famLIy  of  Madame  du  Chatelet  after  hor  death. 

'  Dothing  of  them  htis  remoiDed. 

nag  as  th«  ktve  of  Volt:iire  and  5Iudame  du  Chatelet  had 

it  was  not  detitltvcd  to  rtifiist  time  find  habit.     The  first 

Dgr  came  from  Yultoire,     Uiia  increasing  coldness  alarmed 

lame  do  Chatelet.     When  she  first  aiioke  to  him  on  the 

'niled  her  of  his  declining  years,  and  answered 

;iy  the  chjinuing  verses — 

"  Si  Toiu  voniei  qoe  j'aintfl  enMrre, 
Ah,  rcQiloe  mol  FAgo  det  ■moure  1 "  ka, 

'  sUirmy  explunotions,  ^ladume  dn  Chatelet,  see- 

'  ;i(l  rt'itlaced  love  iii  Voltiiire's  heart,  suli- 

■  in  his  fecliiigaj  which  caused  none  in 

inode  of  life.     An  alTectiDn  which  could  tlms  resist  timu 

iify  itself  with  years,  instead  of  iierishing  utterly,  muet 

founded  on  much  that  was  good  and  true. 

Fin  this  altered  mood  the  two  friends  proceeded  from  Circy 

I  Lnnifvillc,  where  Stanialaus,  the  father  of  Jfarie  Lecainaka, 

mterl  over  a  polished  and  elegant  little  court     It  was  there 

"  ine  du  Chatelet  first  saw  Saint- Lambert     He  was 

lug  more  than  a  handsome  young  col^lemau  of 

at  adtlreas :  he  afterwards  obtained  some  reputation  by 

I  cold  imitatirms  of  tlit:  English  poeta ;  but  his  was  indeed 

["tiny  genius,"  as  Walpole  justly  remarked.     Ho  ia  lesa 

ro  for  any  inrliviJiml  merits  of  his  own,  than  for  having 

the  8iicc<'ssful  rival  in  love  of  the  two  greatest  writers  of 

ago — Voltaire  and  Itousseau.     Madame  da  Chatelet  was 

111  handsome  ;  her  great  talents  caused  her  to  be  universally 

Vanity  induced  Saint-Lambert  to  pay  her  atten- 

t>ii»  which  M.iilarne  du  Clmtelet  attributed  to  a  deeper  feel- 

and  whicli  she  was  frail  enough  to  return  by  a  very 

accrc  affection.    Voltaire,  on  discovering  that  he  had  a  rival, 

hotb  gxiewd  and  inttigimnt     His  first  imYiuiae  'was  V> 
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leav«  Madame  du  ChaU'let  jmmediateljr.     Tbovgh 
gnised  nothing  from  liim,  ber  remonstrances  and  . 
of  nnabated  friendship  induc«d  Mm  to  remain.     Saiatrl 
belt,  bj  great  professions  of  admiration  for  tbe  gndnij 
Volture,  even  succdeded  in  conciliAttng  his  favonr.     Th»  i 
love  uf  the  pn«t  proved  stronger  than  the  remoant  of  jetlo 
vith  which  be  bad  seen  another  poesess  the  place  he 
once  held  in  tbe  heart  of  the  divine  Emilie. 

There  ia  little  to  excuse  this  part  of  iladame  dn 
life.    Her  age,  and  that  feeling  of  vorldlj  self-iea|K(i  i 
is  uupjied  by  the  fear  of  ridicule,  ought  at  least  to  1 
served  ber  from  this  last  error;  with  vbich  were 
many  disgraceful  cinnunstaoces,  and  wbicb  was  deatioidj 
I  prore  so  &ta]  to  her. 

After  a  brief  stay  at  Longvilie,  Madame  da  Cbatdet  i 
Voltaire  pfirted  from  Siuiit-Lambert  and  returned  to 
Hadame  dn  Chatelet  seemed  extremely  auxinus  to  finiib^ 
great  work,  Uie  tranabitton  of  Newton's   "  Princijiia  :*) 
laboured  at  it  both  day  and  nii;ht,  and  appearwl  to  juk 
foreboding  of  her  melancholy  fate.     Neither   the 
Voltaire  nor  tbe  letters  of  Saint-Lambert  could  remore  j 
despondency.     On  ber  return  to  Lun^viile,  her  health,  i 
bad  been  failing  for  some  time,  became  worse,  and 
10th  of  Aasiist  1749,  she  died  in  cUldbed,  after  a  few  i 
of  brief  illness. 

Voltaire  was  overwhelmed  with  despair,  and  his  grief 
both  lasting  and  aincere.  Shortly  &fter  tbe  death  of  Ma 
do  Chatelet,  we  find  him  writing  thus  to  D'AigeuLol  .• — 

"  I  am  going  to  Cirey  for  two  days  Thence  I  shall  | 
spend  two  days  more  with  a  friend  of  this  great  maa  and  \ 

nubuppy  woman I  wiU  even  wdcnowledge  to 

that  a  boose  which  she  oDce  inhabited,  tboitgh  it  may  ( 
wbclm  me  with  grief,  is  not  {tissgree&ble  to  me.     1  do] 
dread  my  affliction  ;  1  do  not  avoid  that  which  may  i 
me  of  ber  :  I  Uko  Cirey ;  I  could  not  bear  Lon^rillc,  ■< 
lost  her  iu  a  more  melancholy  manner  than  yon  cao  in 
Bat  the  plivce  which  she  once  embellished  is  dear  to  i 
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a  lDi8trM»  that  I  buro  lost :  I  hnve  lort  tlie  lialf  of 
— *  s:iul  for  whicli  uiine  was  made — s  friend  of  twenj 
■*hom  I  1'  'dnce  her  birth.     The  most  tend 

fealN  no  c:'  vc  for  his  only  daaght«r.     I  like  1 

t  memorul  of  her  everywhere." 
Thcro  is  mqch  that  is  touuhiug  in  these  simple  expression 
sM;  mach  liiat  exiJaina,  better  than  the  most  elahora 
V,  the  offuction  which  united  Voltaixc  and  Ma 


ScBcely  was  the  unhappy  womao  in  her  grave,  when  aU 

Qi  nj.|inibrium,  all  the  bitter  revilings,  wlijeh  malice  and 
•lyciMiIil  rouse  againat  her,  followed  her  memory.  There 
tomrthing  literally  revolting  in  the  brutality  with  which  the 
Mm  ui  Madame  du,  Chatelet  were  attacked.  Her  intimj 
fnmd,  MjKhime  du  Defiand,  distinguiahed  herself  by  her 

She  wrote,  aiid  caused  to  Vio  pxtonaively  circulat 
pQitmt  of  the  deceased  ln<ly,  in  wiiich  her  person  and 
bmn)  eijttally  villjfied.    When  Uua  production  was  she' 
rtbe  author  to  Thomiuf,  he  coolly  observed,  that  it  rcmini 
B  of  an  observation  iuico  made  by  a  iiifdical  acqaaini 
(lii  c<iticerninf;  one  of  his  patients  :  "  My  friend  fell  ill ; 
tended  Iiim.     He  died  ;  and  I  dissected  him."     We  do 
to  justify  Madnmo  du  Chatelet :  she  doubtleea  eoi 
groat  crrtirs  ;  but  tlio^e  who  attacked  and  held  up 
to  the  pitilesa  derision  of  the  world  had  no  right 
Madame  da  Chnt«let  erred  because  she  adopted  th 
iea,  and  pat  them  into  practice :  three  times  in  hi 
she    h^ul   wandeit!d    from    the    Btraight   path.      Wuuld 
du  Deffand  and  hi-r  as^ioeiates  in  malice  have  bi 
Kpecily  the  number  of  their  errors )     She  v^iia  fr; 
they  were  profligate :  she  yielded  to  passion,  when  they 
thnmsclves  up  to  licentiousness.     The  rcid  cause  why 
le  du  Ciuatclct's  memory  was  treatal  with  so  much 
was  hur  great  superiority  to  most  of  the  women 
n  she  UMuciatcd.     She  eijualled  them  in  that 
which  they  were  so  rain,  but  8ho  di»daincd  to 
fmrptige  of  gnthcriBg  around  her  a  wWua 
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luirers ;  and  sbe  surpassed  tliem,  not  only  bj  that  digniSci 
di»daiu,  but  also  by  a  superiority  of  intellect,  aad  by  &n  apti- 
tude for  acience  to  which  few  women  have  attained.  It  iraa 
thi^  and  to  have  fe^inated  such  a  man  as  Yoltaiie,  diitj 
could  not  be,  imd  was  not,  forgireu.  i 

Those  who  would  have  had  some  tight  to  gpeak- 
women  whose  pure  and  unblemiahed  livea  were  the  op 
condemnntioQ  of  Madame  du  Chatelct's  errors — rcnj'iined 
silent ;  the  task  of  upbraiding  her  memory  wa«  kft  to  hff 
former  friends :  to  those  who,  during  her  lifetime,  wonkl 
have  derided  her  scruples,  had  she  m;itufe3tcd  any.  Some 
there  were,  however,  beaidea  Voltaire  and  her  intimate 
friends,  who,  whilst  they  were  not  blind  to  her  errors, 
conld  acknowledge  Madame  du  Chatclet's  high  quahties. 
Amongst  these  was  Clairault,  who  had  been  oue  of  her  iii- 
Htructora  :  he  testified  the  deepest  grief  on  hearing  of  her 
death,  and  immediately  went  into  mounung ;  he  was  never 
heard  to  S[)eak  of  her  bat  with  mingled  admiration  and 
respect     The  grief  of  Voltaire  naturally  subsided  with  time ; 
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ioa  of  her  class.     Iler  rekxod  morak — ^the  mixture  wf 

^iTDrldliness,  iind  intellect,  by  which  she  vraa  distiiigawlied 

str  1-1  what  wiia  tlieii  called  pldloao- 

f — hei  <■  of  evory  fwii'tnanee — and  her 

otftl  WTUnt  of  religious  feeling — are  alike  characteristic  of  her 

and  of  her  aga     The  fuw  iocidonta  of  her  lifu  »rt< 

'  significant.     Her  conneJtioa  with  Voltaire,  (which,  on 

aoeoont  of  the  great  dJfFerencc  of  rank  between  them,  would 

lave  been  an  event  unheard  of  a  century  earlier ;)  the  easy 

tnlcnnea  of  her  husband;  the  facility  with  which  Voltaire 

himself  allowed  Saint.- Lambert  t»  rejilace  him  in  her  affections, 

alike  betray  the  gradual  decline  of  the  old  nobles,  and  the  in- 

craMing  C'jrruption  of  the  timts.     But  though  it  is  chiefly  a-s 

a  samjde  of  what  the  women  of  high  rank  then  really  were 

that  Madiiinc  da  Chat«let  Las  been  considered  here,  it  is  not 

Blended  to  aswrt  that  sh<;  had  no  penwnal  influence;.     Far 

om  it ;  she  not  only  contributed  to  spread  among  her  country- 

n  greater  knowledge  of  acioiitific  matters,  but,  by  her  own 

' ""  -1  to  the  gtrcnjrth  of  the  Anglomania  which  wm 

ling  to  pMvai!  in  France. 

p'oltair*,    Madjvme   du    Chatelet,    and   Montesquieu   were 

ong  the  first  who  introduced  into  polite  society  the  admira- 

ot  England.    The  regent,  before  his  accession  to  power, 

,  still  under  the  dominion  of  Louis  XIV.,  had  loudly 

ilh  his  rou^s,  that  iadepcndence  which  existed  in 

lio  ueiisbbouriitg  coimtry.     His  own  personal  sympathies  con- 

BCted  him  with  the  House  of  Hanover,  and  to  which  Ma 

other  was  allied.     Even  then  the  Orleans  branch  of  th« 

I  family  was  su^pt^cted  of  a  wish  to  profit  by  the  errors  of 

ug  Ikimbnus,  as  the  House  of  Hanover  had  taken 

I  of  the  errors  of  the  Stuart's.     Montesquieu  brought 

*         '"     '    '■!  his  ciithu«ia«tic  aJniliation   of  freedom 

dinarchy;  Voltaire  I Hirtly  derived  hia  scep- 

from  the  Etigliiih  philosoiihors;  Madame  du  Chatelet's 

science.     As  a  woman  she  could  «pread  hsr  predi- 

with  gnriJtcr  ease  than  the  most  gifted  men.     Fashion 

'ToJed  ewijthin^:  sceptieism  ibvtlf  >KUu\i  twl\i».Nft  was.- I 
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c-ut'di'd  if  it  liad  not  bt<«n  fasliioiiable.      The  mOiumot 
Madawiis  flu  CbaU'Ict  with  regavd  to  tlio  ftdrairatio      "' 
IiiDil,  iiud  till  th.'it  was  English,  is  iitit  tlienJon;  to  i 
This  luliftiration  of  a  foreigu  country  soon  became  a  pone 
means  of  opjiosition  at  home  with   the   philosophic 
Wlicn  women  Itad  lent  their  aid  tu  this  fueling,  it 
nmtiijH^ttnt.     The  supreme  bon  too  henceforth  v. 
English   nmnncra   at   ctmrt,   iind    Prussian   disciini 
liniiy.     TLiB  a)>)iar«atly  anti-iintioDAl  luovcnicnt  w&s  pivg 
with  A  groat  truth :  Fnuive  tuuked  up  to  forci  jn  nittiitu  I 
her  model,  bi:tuuse  alie  saw  in  hereoli  notkuig  to  ftdmin' 
venerate. 

The  influence  which  Mudame  da  Cbatelet  rxcrciscd  io  I 
respect  was  not  felt  so  much  during  her  Ufetinie  at  aRcr ! 
death.  Tier  luimc  Wtts  then  no  '  '  ' 
m,iirit:iin(.'d  the  superioiily  of  1 1 

We  have  now  dtvne  with  this  remnrkalile  woman :  i<vi 
with  all  htir  etTom,  she  undoubtedly  wus,  if  wk  judge  btr,  I 
wo  are  iu  fiiirncsa  Iwnnd  to  do,  after  tho  Btaudard  of  Ler  o* 
times.     Judged  by  t'  iird,  she  will   ;■ 

gc)ttt;n.     Madame  du  i  a  now  chit  fly   i 

devDtcdncss  ta  science  :  her  labours  have  indeed  bwo  1 
'onislrippcd,  and,  if  her  workfl  are  stllJ  known,  they  an 
ably  no  longer  rend  ;  but  science,  like  all  that  i«  iat 
and  great,  ennobles  those  who  once  toiled  in  her  cituso. 
though  they  should  h.ivo  effected  but  little,  and  thong 
little  should  be  useless  now,  yet,  whikt  it  is  known  that 
their  i'  >ddod  their  mite  to  the  grwil  «■ 

know;  I  uuniea  will  be  long  and  j:i  > 

bitred. 
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tied  retirement  of  Cirey  we  must  now  retimi  toj 
World     Tiio  iihiKisoj'hic  party  had  there  nuida 
)  the  days  of  Miulame  de  Tenciii  and  Modamo 
|ldti^R :  burtittux  d'e8|>nt  were  now  ojiened  tu  thuiu 

Ijistory  of  French  philosophy  during  the  eighteenti 
ikia  reality,  the  biiit^iry  of  that  century  itsoUL  R«4 
^Hr,  dishonourable  peace,  confiisiou  and  misery  at 
^^bvely  marked  the  sway  of  Louis  XV.  The  poli- 
^^pges  of  those  times  were  tho  fitvourites  of  the 
linni  aud  the  Du  Barrya.  But  for  the  intcllfctiial 
f  the  nnliDn  itself,  a  more  infiignificaiit  uid  diagraeri ul 
lid  Dot  be  found  in  the  annab  of  France. 
(ttt  '  '3  'ti*  tnerits  or  demerits  of  tiiia  philo- 

>  C.1II.  lecouaiderwl  as  the  completiou  of  u  great 

Ml  movement,  in  progress  sioce  the  refoniiatioii.  Al- 
ny  oonttiry  is  characterised  by  a  spirit  of  agitation, 
g  m  ■dvauce  in  the  human  niiud  with  rct^ard  to  the 
tal  or  to  the  social  cr^ndition  of  mau.  Thus,  dur 
eeotk  century,  France  was  con'viUsed  by  the  grenfcT 
leoeue  ;  which,  whilst  opposing  heresy,  was  Lu  reality 
I  r,  and  in  favour  of  the  imtijmil  institu-J 
I  it  strongly  resembled  the  rcvolutioiuir 
England  in  the  seveuteenlh  century,  when  roligioit<i 
tw  led  to  the  triumph  of  civil  treerlmn.  Thisstru^le 
kimiod  in  France  during  the  following  centurj',  by 
iegl  iatrisvea  of  the  Fniiide,  and  tbe  puriisl&'acj  <A 
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Jansenism ;  fhniugU  which  forms  the  decaying  cobilit j  sss  wi ' 
partiBans  of  intellectoal  freedom  vainly  opposed  Uie  feaeeA' 
tyranny  of  the  monarch. 

The  philosophy  of  the  eighteenth  century  took  a  bolder  and 
more  certain  aim.     Instead  of  making  creed  the  mouis  d 
attack,  it  attacked  creed  itself,  as  the  very  bads  of  anthority. ; 
Plulosophy,  which  had  previously  been  linked  irith  reUgioai 
now  became  its  irreconcilable  foe.     Ideas  replaced  creeds  i 
doctrines.     The  privileged  classes  themselvea   hastened 
criaia.    Nobles,  authors,  men  of  science,  and  women  of 
world,  all  nmted  in  thu  common  task  of  destruction  i  the  wh 
nation  seemed  to  have  gathered  up  its  strength  in  oidu 
bring  down  the  old  and  tottering  social  edifice.     The 
tion  was  the  claao  of  that  eventful  drama,  which  had 
progressing  through  tlireo  centuries,  always  in  spite  of 
[lersevering  opposition  of  the  reigning  sovereigiia. 
death  and  fearfiil  niin  seemed  the  only  result  of  this  wide  < 
vafitation ;  but  from  these  niina  of  feudaiism  and 
jKiwer  sprung  forth  a  nation.     Before  examining  the  : 
which  women  posseted  over  this  movement  we  must  I 
of  the  philosuphy,  wliich  was  one  of  its  most  imiK>rtaut  si^na. 

We  shaU  do  so  as  briefly  as  possible.  To  the  spintnaUsm 
iif  Descartes  and  Leibnitz  succeeded  the  doetriues  uf  Lock%  .. , 
which  were  introduced  into  France  towards  th©  bogiiu 
the  eighteenth  centmy.  The  soul  ceased  to  occupy  the  i 
tiua  of  metaphysicians :  they  concluded  it  to  lie  beyond  ' 
province,  and  asserted  that  sll  our  ideas  and  iDi[iressionsi 
derived  from  the  senses.  Condillac,  by  his  aduiinible 
iieas,  popularised  these  doctrines.  The  ease  with  which  they 
were  undcratotid,  and  their  correspondence  with  the  feelings  of 
the  age^  rendered  them  still  more  universal.  Sensation  ww 
the  test  to  which  men  submitted  faith  and  moriUty.  The 
existence  of  Qod,  of  the  soul,  and  of  a,  future  state,  was  no 
longer  confessed.  Some,  iudeed,  still  clung  to  these  gitat 
principles ;  but  their  number  was  extremely  limited.  Tht 
laxity  of  morals  favoured,  and  perhaps  created,  this  groa* 
materialism.     Tliis  is  more  probable  than  the  assertiou  that 
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ilK<rines  lod  to  the   geuoral    pnifligncy.     Creeds  aru 

(aihioint^l  ticconling  tu  mir  nctiims,  tliiin  our  actions 

Miderired  from  eivcdA.     It  na.i  iiutuml  tliut  tbosc  wlio  only 

lifeJ  f"T  rolnptnons  etyoymcnts  nhoiild  gccfc,  in  a  sensual 

iv,  the  justtiicatiun  of  tlieir  conduct     Litumture  and 

rr  iii(t  nlwuya  the  guides  of  the  ago  in  vflijeh 

Thi-y  cijircss  the  feelings  of  men,  Imt  do  nnt 

i»»;  thsm  exchisivcly.     like  constitutional  mutiftrchs,  thty 

mjn  but  do  not  govem.     Too  much  of  unmixed  ccmdcmim- 

tkn  fau  therefure  bccu  throwu  ou  the  French  phl]ii3i>|ihers  : 

tt^  only  fiiUnvrcil  the  gciienJ  current,  and  interpreted  tho 

•trnd-TO  of  tht'ir  age ;  but  Wcnuw  they  acted  as  tke  urgans  iif 

ling,  they  vrerc  nssuracd  to  be  its  lca<lcig, 

CondiUac  LuJ  bare  thu  sjiriugii  of  rumlytic  philo- 

SvptiTiM  expounded  its  moral  tendencies  in  his  "  Dc 

rk  m<jrc  fiunous  than  read.     It  ia  siud  thnt  the 

-  :.-.   -.iidng  Ui  a  la^ly  a  chapter  of  Locke,  which  she 

a  not  ludmtand,  mode  Uclvctiua  begin  thi«  laborious  work. 

Bb  wbofe  li/ti  was  a  proof  of  the  power  of  female  opinioa 

Tkirifh  of  ptcanng  women,  iiud  winuiug  the  distinction  their 

if|Mbatiiao  oitiferred,  first  drew  him  from  the  voluptuotu 

■^"">y  for  which  he  was  naturally  fitted.     After  learning 

i.ince  better  than  the  fhraous  Dupr6,  whom  he  is  aaid 

t*  biTD  occasionally  rtpLircd  nt  the  opera,  Helvctius  gave 

KBBlf  op  to  fencing.     Ou  Iwhuldiug  Mnapcrtuia  surrounded 

^  ■  aomd  of  fashionable  ladies  in  the  Tuik-ries,  ho  resolved 

Utttdj  geometry.     Ni/t  satisfied  with  his  progress  in  tbi^ 

oaee,  umI  dazzled  by  the  glory  of  Yoltaire,  hc«  wrote  a  long 

W  poem   on    hnppine.ia.      The   succusa   of    Montos^iuieu'* 

'Eqvit  do  Lula'  acted  more  powerfully  Htill  on  his  om- 

MkaL    BcogDing  bin  pout  »t  &rmer-gcueral,  he  married,  and 

■Ind  iBto  tl:  ,  where  he  apeut  ten  years  in  writing 

Im  (lukMuphi  In  this  peniicinu!)  production  Hul- 

"'tt  tmboiiicd  oU  Ibu  doctrineM  «>f  the  philosopliert  in  whovt 

-^•^"•Tse  ho  had  lived,  reducing  to  a  system  the  couveraalioai 

ii^ada.     Thii  ho  did  with  8i>  much  gn>Hsnes«,  that  the 

iien  themselves  were  revolted;  but,  tho   reli^ioua 
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|iurty  baring  foolisUy  persecuted  htm,  ' 
peLcd  to  defend  him  ihniugli  mere  eisjj...  ..^  .,,.,., 
thns  gave  him  a  celebrity  he  wotiM  never  have  ei^joya 
wise.  HelvctiuB  vris  difKijiiioitilvrl  imd  terrified.  He 
timid  by  nature,  and  bclieritig  hlmsflf  surrounded  with  i 
gere,  ho  retracted,  in  tho  most  butuiliaticg  terms,  tiiv  i 
trincs  he  had  profiascd  in  his  wi«rk,  neither  p 
deviml  jiiirty  nor  Hocuring  tlie  approbation  of  . 
pliers  by  his  conduct, 

Tho  work  of  Helvetius  was  not  the  worst  of  it«  cloa 
Mottric  far  surpassed  him  in  the  liccutiouantisa  and  imptfi 
his  pruduction.s.  It  was  said  of  him  by  tho  at 
quis  d'Argcns,  "  that  he  preached  the  theory  of  sin  ' 
BtmnriBlessnesM  of  a  fool."  La  Jlettrie  wna  bitterly  (X 
in  France  and  in  Ilollaud,  bat  ho  foimd  a  refuge  in 
■where  Frederick  II.  kept  him  till  his  death.  Schlosaer, 
nan  historian,  thus  apeukH  of  >  iue 

rohtalncd  :: — "The  works  of  tliis  tii 
of  evay  serious  principle,  and  of  every  higher  effort,  *h 
perhaps  no  one  in  our  times  would  notice,  foimd  n  i 
ill  that  diirk  age,  Iwcnuso  he  direct<;d  his  attentionl 
public,  who  took  dclijj'ht  in  scandal  Jtud  Beusuiditj.     Ho  ( 
pUed  and  mutilatod  thu  works  of  other  persons,  abused  . 
and  Boerbanve,  and  filled  his  writings  to  loathing  witb  I 
1       '        -4  doctrines  of  «in ;  which  he  annotuiced  and 
J,  .,  itb  a  vehemence  approuchiug  to  niatbieiis :  no 

standing  idl  thia,  they  were  collected  twice  after  hin 
and  Wore  read  with  eagerness  and  curiosity  by  thtj 

Lclasses ;  for,  at  that  time,  and  on  many  grounds,  snei 
nertsr  oune  into  the  bands  of  the  lower." 

Such  fitcts  arc  dct']ily  significant.     To  judge  of  the  ipsiti 
an  age  merely  by  tho  eminent  men  it  has  ptodnoed  and  I 
mired,  ig,  generally  sjiLiiking,  to  judge  errn: 
is  of  all  time,  and  borniws  conipar.itiv-vly  li: 
own  epoch  :  that  little  is  modifn'<l  by  originahiy,  and  eofn 
down  by  taste     But  mediocrity,  h«'nng  t(*a   resourc** 

itixlf,  is  compelled,  in  ordw  ^o  uihvii*  Wkswsw,  Xa  &».•* 
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p»<^r>n«  foid  prxjxMcrs  r>f  riiiitcmpar&ry  readers.     If 

irulh  Ifl  toe  tow  fir  llieie  fceliiiga  niny  be  canicd ;  into 

%kd  excx^es  Uicy  may  Iriui  n  cotntnonplaco  luind — wliich  is 

■     "        I .  i.re!icutative  of  a  ccrtftin  cptwh  ;  for  geniiw 

ioeptioDftl — it  ia  tinly  nectaaary  to  open  uonio 

jotT«ii  but  tlicn  niliuirt'd  ]inKluetiuii,     It  ia  tbus  in 

■..,,,  ^n  ;  Aiid  ttua  it  was  in  the  rigLtcnnth  ceiilurj*.    Never 

«■■  «ecv(ul-rato  liteDitiirc  &u  Ucetitiuaii  and  debased,  because 

••tw  p«rh»{is  was  Uic  liigher  literature   lewj  iH)Ctica]   and 

vJttc.    Aeojnliii^  to  tlie  testimony  of  uu  author,  uol  Miapeetcd 

ttod  Crfbillua  tbij   younger  wore  chaste 

\wth  most  of  tlie  novelists  of  tlio  times, 

.lists  were,  however,  read  and atlmiredj 

•  red  to  a  corrupt  taste,  they  did  not 

....    ,  ..tlosopliic  l<mu  which  iiiAured  tlicir  8DC- 

n  juiTvaded  evcr^tliing  :  in  tliis  cose  n  rcTultiog 

•  of  xnch  productions  does  not  rest  vbolly 

■]ihfrn.      The    different   elasset    of   society 

•W  then  til  equally  de^radnj  and  corrupt,     TLo  ^lourgeuti 

ad  Uw   Doblcx,   the  philoaoplien    and    their    aniagooiita, 

ll  Aatrd  ill   the  general    laxity  uf  luonild  of   the  age.     It 

•m  out,   in<l'.'i''l,    l>y  nnsifrity   T  ught 

V  fcintt^-n'.o   their   doiiiiors,      <  _  llcd 

ti<  tjimtual  oqiLolity   of  man,    by   calling  all  to  nkaro   in 

■  I^Mvjm  immortality  ;  the  phihMophers  of  tlic  cigbte«nth 

Mtny   fouoded    the   mnic    n]unlity    ou    the   degradations 

W  koEiaaity.     All  were  tMiual,  because  oil  wiro  equally  cor- 

Itf  Bad  to  confciM,  but  it  ia  nevorthek'>ui  Inic,  that  womou 
iitUf  to  purify  aocirty  from  liiis  giTit-nxl  degradation. 
rikued  in  it,  and  inny  almost  be  ivud  to  have  made  it 
Bine*  they  authoristed  it  by  their  example.  A  few 
indeed,  were  to  be  found,  even  amongst  the  iLriatn«- 
My,  w(m>  culinlv  adhered  to  the  iuiuplc  virtues  of  Chriatjaiiity, 
•  ^t'  iiical  Lir-jtmiiiits  to  the  contrary  ; 

^t  It,         _  nd   pa-saed   away  forgiitttiL      None 

biiHiaut  friends  of  tbo  philo^'iphent  could  hop«  fur 
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that  reputation  of  talent  and  writ  wbiuh  vns  tfaon 
object  of  female  envy. 

But  whu,  it  will  perhnpa  be  aakod,  were  tliose  pi 
IIi>w  aime  they  U>  exerciso  so  mucli  powar  1  Th* 
plkcre  were  dissolute  &nanciei-3  wbo  gavo  diiuien  to 
lettciB ;  they  were  writers  with  or  without  tAlcnt^ 
ati;vcked  mciroL)  aud  '  Amateurs  wlu*  ]aA 

better  to  do  wore  pi;,  i<     Women,  biahi 

and  ministers,  philosophised  like   the  rest. 

liort,  had  become  the  spi"'     '  ''i^  nation ; 

ie  necrct  «f  its  power.  i;  betmycJ  i, 

bad  mode.     The  word  Nature  Lad  1  thi 

of  Gud ;  priests  in  the  pulpit  spoke  _  :  .J  ^os 
of  "  the  Legi^tot  of  the  Christi&na."  Men  and 
rank  attacked  the  privilogcj  of  their  order,  and  i 
teiuptuuusly  of  the  Midiilu  Agt3ii,  tu  wbtcb  tliuy  uwc^ 
wealth  and  power.  The  nobles  still  poasoBsed  tbei 
honour,  which  coiutinta  in  never  Ebrinking  from  doofl 
never  allowing  an  insult  to  i>asa  uareveuged  ;  but  this* 
•was  one  thoy  luul  always  considered  ex 
and  they  now  rashly  endeavoured  to  •; 
morality  which  even  their  own  haughty  code  gntal 
soiLt  of  the  scrG), 

Miiny  of  the  philusophers  were,  doubtleas,  be' 
principles  they  prufessed ;  and  if  they  too  ofte; 
plensurti  the  greftt  end  of  man,  jet  llicy  cei 
name  of  ploiuure  to  what  every  creed  calla  virti 
<ioctrines  nr  iii.Ttitutums  are  concenii 
aitiered  so  much  as  the  principle  on  > 
it  in  that  alimc  which  can  be  really  said  to  ai 
philosophers  did  not  trouble  themselves  with  8a< 
tiuus.     Intoxicated  by  the  general  applause,  tb' 
vain  and  arrog.tnt  tone.     Their  scepticism 
tradieted,  had  suou  all  the  intolerauee  which 
to  liisliioa     Tlw  extravagant  praises  of  Frc 
nod  of  the   ''  CsttUtriue,  nused  their  v»ni' 
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tb»t,  in  reality,  ho  hiifl  no  wish  to  place  power 

9tC!l  OQ  a  IcvtJ ;  but  tho  mischief  \vm  done,  and 

I  www  f«w  things  ill  heiiven  or  mrtb  which  escaped  the 

!  smj.    The  most  mtxicrt  contented  thuiaselves  with 

montKhs  Ihtsir  high  duties  tliruugU  means  of  dull 

ae  rDiDiuiccs,  like  &lamiont«l's  "  Ji^ligaire."    Instead 

ing  ttteBiaelv«H  the  crenturcs  of  the  age,  they  can- 

ht  they  had  called  into  exiatfuce  the  vt^ry  fcc!- 

thtjy  thenisftvi's  obeyed,  and  without  which  they 

'  have  bevn  kuowti,  save  ns  literary  men  of  littkv 

luul  ordinary  talimta.     The  high  cutcem  in  which 

held  by  the  ladiwi  who  rule<l  ovor  the  Parisimi 

1,  ami  wlut  would  Umc  thought  their  societies  iimomplett' 

lite  preaeucv  uf  &t  luaat  one  philosopher,  heightened 

iivliug.     They  began  to  rejpect  their  own  inspirations, 

Iftt  ooiuiidcr  all  opjMjaition  ro  them  an  the  result  of  faua- 

»■  V,     They  iut8t<)i>k  the  nelfiah  human  wish 

rii,    _         i"itically  for   a   holy  zeal  ui  the  cause  of 

ij  :  and  few  mistakes  are  no  fatal  as  those  into  which 

I  their  real  uiotives  of  action, 

party  were  often  more  inodcrott  and 

'thviiybtol   than   their   disi'igilea,    whose   iiupnideuce   they 

««filit  lu  n-'press  ;  but  such  attempts  were  ctTectually  checkiid 

tj  tke  mnnntus  they  createil     The  pbiIo»ophic  lihieta  tor 

rtlieqaiahed  a  repressive  course  foreign  U^  their  own 

,  and  which  could  only  endanger  their  popularity. 

iMOtro)  wliidi  gorcmmcnt  sought  to  czerciso  was  uadeas: 

roftnt  huincere.     Every  one  coufeased  the  existence  of 

i;  •  few  threw  tho  whole  blame  on  the  philusiv 

^•nd  lIiiKi|;ht  to  ciirv  tlie  disf.xse  by  checking  its  external 

Rut  government  had  actually  no  arms  with  which 

apiiiist  oppiinents  supported  by  public  opinion. 

that  society  &h<iuld  favour  doctriuas  which 

4n  despise  a  state  of  things  it  was  nu  longer 

1««.V 

i»i.  ....-  •  ...iciougncss  of  their  strength  which  rendered 
t  ^ikMophiits  00  intulcRUit     No  opimona  but  ihogc  they 
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professed  contd  obtun  a  fair  hearing.     Thar  i 
wns  such  that  muiiy  meu  of  talviit — but  nut  gifh 
dent  indcjicndeuce  of  Diind — ilid  not  daire  to  nciaie 
ntligious  sctttimeiits,  iind  profcssod  an  atheistkal  cnttdl 
Ui  their  real  belit-C     Naigwn,  tJio  atbekt,  was  i 
own  fricmis  "  L'Ath6e  InquLMttur,"  on  ncununt  of  | 
i  The  moderate  Duelos  i>ri>{>oeed  to  i 

I'  ',  wliifh  be  coiiiidcred  a  jK)lilical  cvij,  | 

the   Fruttiiitiiutit  uf   thuir  civil   rights,  and  ini 
public  exerciso  of  their  worship.     He   sc-cmcd ' 
this  a  humune  and  hbcral  sug^tion.     It  is 
to  the   clergy  and  the  Jesuits   the  sole  odii) 
tulcnince   which    then   prevailed.      Intolenince 
bute  uf  the  humau  uiiud,  and  not  of  any  partic 
(kpiiiioii. 

The  great  Cietlity  witli  which  the  namo  of  pli 
acquired  increased  the  tribe.     Vanity  inad«  inofl 
tli.ui  cotivictioii.     The  huiitbea  philoauphera 
distinguished  themselves  from  the  crowd  either 
tijiics  or  by  their  umde  of  life ;  the  Frendi  ph 
tin.  contrary,  had  nothing  so  peculiar  aa  their 
Uie  world  with  which  they  lived,  and  whose  opiui^ 
prejudices  they  fulSy  adopted.     Tlie  iiiflueuee  wl 
ittu'iscd  over  the  doctrines  of  the  philosrijihers ' 
llic  form  wliicli  those  doctrines  took  than  in  tie 
Women  have  feellugs,  but  seldom  opinions  of  ^ 
the  philosophy  of  the  eighteenth  century 
uf  tlieir  own  thou^litlcds  frivoloiuness,  with'sn 
enthusiiuini,  and  codxc^tjuently  Hn  inipulffiTO  poi 
not  have  possessed  otherwise.     No  great  move 
tual  or  political,  in  which  the  womcQ  did  not 
then  hare  succeeded  in  Fmnce.     By  enlisting  th4 
•if  these  j>owerful  auxiltaries  iu  their  cituse,  the  | 
know  that  they  insured  ultimate  success ;   inc 
piilii^y  led  them  to  adopt  the  ooDiphiisant  nod 

toiw  with  wliidj  they  have  b«j«u  so  '  " 

Vutiten  ut  tiacse  limcai  also  graaSi^'; 
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on  lietveen  tbo  court  &nd  Parisian  socitty  wliicli  luul 
ind«r  tho  mimstry  of  Fleury. 

w»«  rtiperially  appftrsnt  iu  tlio  sUtcred  tone  rf  tha 
Txiub  XIV.  the  decisions  of  the  court  in 
-;.ii  preceded  those  of  the  public  The  reverse 
|iu  lliB  eighteenth  century,  when  tho  public  gavo 
ii;  direction  to  thu  (lopular  plaj's.  This 
atatory  tone  was  modified  by  fi'iruile  in- 
women  ingpired  the  desire  of  something  more 
^  touching  tluiij  could  be  afforded  by  tho  stately 
IOCS  of  royal  suffvrera.  The  sentimental  comedy, 
ie  lamiovaritc,"  ns  its  antagonists  named  it,  succeeded 
(>y:d  tragivjy  (if  Louis  XIV.  A  woman  wsa  the  first 
»vcrcd  this  cbitnge  in  the  taste  of  the  public.  Mitd»- 
Quiaaitlt,  tino  of  the  [lopular  actresses  of  the  day, 
Jinaii  of  great  originality  and  talent,  Advised  Voitaire 
I  tt  mixed  sort  of  dmnuL  He  laughed  ut  her  advice  ; 
raa,  hiiwover,  followed  by  La  Chauabee.  The  great 
tits  sentimental  comedies  obtained  shewed  the  cor- 
itl    '  rile  Qtiiuiuilt's  surmise,     Vultairo   en- 

d  t  ,       him,  but  faili.'d  iu  the  attempt:  a  fact 

rovc«  how  very  fiir  he  waa  from  leading  the  tast4>  of 


icreasing  pinrer  of  women  was  chiefly  displayed  by 
Jttnpe  they  extended  tt'Wards  the  philositphera  who 
tieir  bureaux  d'esprite.  Ttioy  were  not,  however, 
of  the  philosophic  party.  IL  do  la  Pope- 
[the  farmer-general,  Lo  Pelletier,  rtceived  tho 
erary  men  of  the  times.  Ilelvetius  and  D'llol- 
vea  philosophers,  forwarded  their  cause,  and  ac- 
elcbiitj'. — apart,  from  their  own  personal  merits 
Htlv  entertiunments  to  their  friends,  Helvetiui» 
lie  wanted  idciW  ;  he  nevt-r  spoke  hinj- 
,".kc  very  littlfi ;  his  object  was  to  creitto 
[M  in  which  he  took  nu  shiire.  Me  listened  to  lii^ 
il  in  hia  mind  ;dl  the  striking  wv'  '  .\ 
.  the  lii^t  of  tht!  moineia.     T\n;  > 
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Hclvetina  proved  atinkotive  from  tlie  varietjr  nf  i 
wins  who  were  anxi'  "       ..f  "] 

but  t!ie  want  of  a  pr^  »nti 

The  entertiAiniucnts  of  the  Uerninii  barr>u  D'] 
more  interesting.     Fur  twenty-fire  ycvrs  he  drcK 
the  most  celebrate  J  atheists  of  tlio  tiuios,  and  sjicd 
to  forward  llieir  dnctrines.     Diderot,  who  ciiliv* 
alheisni,    tlie    iuijatii'iit    iJnrln*,    Hclvt-Uus,   Sq 
Grimm,  Mnnnontcl,   and.  for   a  short  time, 
lUrfje,  I.)'AI«mbert,  Morollot,  Raviial,  and  tlio ' 
OaliunL,  wore  saeccssiveiy  the  ehicf  supports  of  the  J 
Kiron'a  society.     Tho  objei'ts  of  their  indlscrimina 
and  they  met  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  atti 
Up;i<jo  and  authority.     The  host  means  of 
iiit'i  effect  Were  fiilly  (liscuased  at  table,  and  in 
of  the  srn-atita,  who  transmitted  their  subver 
to  the  lower  classes.     The  BO-culled  philosophers  j 
ever,  at  nothing  en  definite  as  a  revohition  ;  but  i 
their  task  was  to  destroy,  and  iiccompUsiicd  it  m  ilh  I 
D'Holbach  himself  spared  neither  his  t- 
order  to  propagate  hiti  doctrines.     Hia  \ 
Iiim  no  cuuteni[itibk'  opponent     No  k*sa  than 
and  forty-seven  auiinynums  produetiiins  of  infld 
are  8U)i[ni«e<l  to  have  been  written  utidi'.r  his 
jirintcd  at  his  expense.     Voltaire,  for  pcrnistiug 
the  exiatcnce  of  a  0«1,  was  little  respected  by  J 
imd  those  who  based  their  fattli  on  ita  d^eiaiuci 
bi^'ot  I  il  est  d^istc,"  w.'is  the  |>etuhiiit  - 
who  had  adopted  D'llolbacli's  atheisnv. 
maintained,  atheism  was  not  exclusively  profe 
euxde.     Whilst  Diderot  and  his  host  asserted  th 
ill  the  most  alMoIiite  manner,  Mowllet,  Pums 
more,  declared  themselves  theists  : 
opinions.    The  versatile  anduuprim  i,   -  : 
Ills  skill  as  an  im  pro  visa  tore  by  one  day  siteakiog 
f'  1106  of  a  SvqMeine  TWintf,  and  attaoki 

/I,      _        1. 1 1   their  next  weuluiv^.    \>'\^X\ 
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ity  fV  '  •»■'■—  men  trcni  n  questiou  so  groat  and  so  momeiit- 

'   witli  tile  uiauti'jr  in  whicli   they  j>r(«ff&sod 

"«  once  iiupatioiitly  exciftinied— "  That 

']•»  fflldWB  will  end  by  making  me  go  U> 

U'AJi'Tiibcrt  ended  by  wholly  withdrnwing  from 

[Tbc  inflnence  of  this  cotorie  of  atheists  over  the  eighteenth 

iry  wa«  very  grout     Tbey  succ«'<li:d  in  pojnilitrising  ihi^ir 

uUtiti);  durtriDtM),  and  iu  cxtc-nditig  the  8way  uf  atheltm. 

|m«t'r  of  D'llolljiicli  differed,  however,  very  ejisentially 

I  llut  of  ihu  wuiuen  uf  biit  time :  be  }i;i<l  to  toil  a.saidti(nucly 

Ilia  ixjpiilftrity  ;  .iiid  when,  ihrougli  nuttivea  of  econnmy» 

nxtuocd  hi^  good  eli«er,  be  bad  the  mortification  of  Ix-ing 

by  some  of  hia  most  influential  friends.     IIo  was, 

I JU  Oalintii  very  freely  and  inijHTtinently  observed,  the 

*'anltra  dli&te)  of  ]  '  '  "     \Vith  i\\l  bii)  bvinung,  be 

i  Dover  riM  *bov^  ijflnri'  tuk-nt ;  nor  was  his  per- 

cLoimcter  vrry  attractive.     Vaiu,  cft}iriciou!<,  tuid  ^eliisli, 

bnitstcd  Ibnt,  "  thongh  be  hnd  lived  all  bi^  life  with 

and  indigent  men  of  tettom,  he  eimld  not  rtcollcct 

he  had  either  quarrelled  with,  or  dniio  the  aiiialiest  scr- 

I  to  any  of  thctu.**     The  phlL'gmutic  boron  wn.\  nevcrthe- 

•u  Limetit  mAU  ;    but  it  is  e&sy  to  conceive  that  hin 

•  llent,  lacked  the  cli;inn  of  vjiricty,  and 

1   »!W  the  chief  ehiirueteriitlic  of  female 

Mis  <lull  and  learned  athciitni  did  not  stiit  every 

Xhe  1  ^■■'      •  '    rs,  RceotUinj^ly,  ate  bis  diimers,  bnt  pre- 

lh»  .•  of  a  few  toli'Uted  women,  who  neilhor 

dogmatic  tone  nor  exercised  over  the 

-t:i  tbc  intolerance  to  wblrh  lir  wus  IrMj 

laiiiiiiis   biireatii   rVoijirit,    to    win.' 

.  there  were   sevend  less  fonnnl  wh 

t  over  by  ladies  who  nveivcd  their  (iliilofcophic  frienila, 

I  did  not  mako  tbi«  their  aule  occupation.     One   of 

I  ytaa  a  clever  Foglinhwimntn,  Mrs  Hdward  Mon- 

[vhu  defended  the  (^nitis  of  iShakspeikrc  agiiiuiit  tJio 
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8nrcasni3  nf  Voltnirc,  iuid  nlin  <iprrR-il  her  Louse  td  Iba 
cratic  and  intellectual  portion  of  Kn-nch  society.    She  ( 
the  farniers-f^eucml  by  lite  ma^uiricence  of  ha  ityle  of  linn 
;i    '  ■  :  idtraUe  dcj;r«)  of  i'l 

1  irs  in  Fnuicc  aiid  J«  i 

MniicraiiiacllQ  yuiuault,  the  actrt-Bs,  also  gathered  a  !iB 
coterie  of  frcK-tbiiiking  nolilemcn  nnd  r.elclimtcd  authcmi 
Iter.  Her  fnetuls,  witli  a  dtmbtful  wtrt  of  flattery,  ciikd  I 
'llie  Ninon  nf  tlio  li  contiiry."     f' 

jwllent,  and  her  tii;<  ry  free  :  a  f«w  I 

could  DOt  teaisl  the  tcinptatioD  of  coming  to  tlioeo  Bop 
nii^'lit  ficcjisiiin;dly  bn  seen  anwngst  licr  giiesta;  Unt 
iivtiidi-.d  ttckuowk'dgijig  in  imlilic  lliis  breach  uf  the  tow 
»tnc». 

Voltaire's  favourite  niece,  At!u1;im<>  Dents,  an  ugly,  i 
woman,  wLo  wroto  lrRgcdi<*«  slie  could  never  get  acted,  lilj 
vise  gave  n  few  pltasaut  supjiers  to  Ler  frii-iidri.     Volti 
gliid  to  join  tiioni,  whouever  Le  cmild  tstupo  from  thftj 
aurveillaiico  of  Madame  <!u  Chatclct, 

The  &i>ciety  of  Madanio  d'Ejiinay  ■was  still  more  imp 

Without  being  very  clever  or  very  handsomt,  Sladame  d'Epi^ 

■was  an  nttrai'tivc  ■woman.     She  nevor  Lad  a  regular  ban 

d'csprit,  which  rendered  her  house  more  pleasant  than  it  i 

utherwiso  have  been.    She  <»tabljahc^d  in  her  circle  a  pb 

Sophie  pnsts  nnd  freedom,  authorised  by  her  s 

in  Hoeiety.     Authors,  artists,  men  and  woiui  <j 

not  there  without  restraint ;  and  not  for  the  sole  and  ' 

^pnrpoSO  of  [diilosophiaiiig  ajid  uttering  clever  paradoxca. 

society,  indeed,  was  noitiior  brilliant  nor  renowned :  peri 

it  was  not  very  amusing,  for  M.'idame  d'Epiiiny  hnd  littlJ 

v.'h.it  ia  caUed  wit,  and  still  leis  otiginality;  but  it  waitatl^ 

free  and  natural.     Whilst  llioy  ■were  in  her  houae,  bor  ga 

I  i!cm»enlcd  to  doff  that  philosfiphic  armour,  thnmgh  which  ] 

llcrlty  has  found  it  sii  difilcult  to  dinceni  their  rt^al  ft«l« 

lUnilame  d'Epiiiay  abstuitieJ  frnm  exercising  ovw  hor  fri< 

■a  control  for  which  eJiu  waa  little  adapted.     Bbo 

Jadgmeitt  and  {jenctr&Uoii  \  \kX  «\xe  \a&,  va  \ii 
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nnd  very  little  taste.     She  derived  pleasure  from 
•Mumi  of  cJevcr  people,  but  «he  could  not  afford  them 
.  entertainment  bcrself :  her  conversation  •was  cold  and 
a*  ii-d  almost  instinctively  to  tbe 

ry  she  livtxl ;  she  was  CAUstiu 
I  Grimni  and  scntmiental  with  Uoua9«nn :  she  would  not 
I  been  either  cue  or  the  other  if  luft  to  her  own  imijnlses. 
>  uinc  traits  chiiracterised  her  writiuga  ;  for,  though  gifted 
ry  httlc  itM.i^'i  nation,  Madame  d'F^piiiay  was  nlwaya 
in  «omc  literary  labour.     Whenever  she  attempted 
ketHspnsitiun  the  f;uled  ;  but  her  epistolary  style  wits  good, 
I  the  excelled  in  easy  goawping  nwialive.     It  was  less  de- 
than  acciileot  which  procured  itatkmio   d'Epinay  her 
(jphic  cimnexions.     Her  lover,  Francojil,  was  one  of  the 
1  of  J.  J.  Rousseau,  whom  he  introduced  to  her ; 
nn,  in  his  turn,  made  ber  become  Bc<]uaintcd  with 
li,  and  Grimm.      M.  d'Epinay,  a  wcidtliy 
"irr,  had,  as  usual,  nothiitg  to  do  with  the 
ions  of  tiJs  wife.     But  he,  at  least,  may  be  said  to  have 
his  fato,     Diderot,  with  equal  truth  and  aeveritj-, 
I  of  him,  "thut  he  had  squandered  two  miilions  witL- 
[tttring  one  criticism  or  perfomung  one  good  action.*' 
oe  d'Epinay  seems  to  have  been  naturally  inclined  fo 
but  the  exunplu  of  her  hitsband  had  a  pcmicioua  inflii- 
^1  tod  w  ith  tlie  vices  of  SI.  d'Epinay, 
for  M.  dc  FrancajU,  with  whose 
M  •bo  wa.1  WKin  on  intimate  terms.     The  gociid  position 
ae  d'Epinay  not  being  very  high,  she  had  more  exter- 
lil  fiBodnm  tlmii  ini*  enjoyed  by  the  Indies  of  rank.     Her  own 
•<:y  of  her  husliand,  rendered  her  still 

—  . J   ..  : k'j  opinion  of  the  worhL     She  made, 

l)er»forc,  no  scrapie  of  receiving  men  whom  the  ui>por  circles 
1  was  soon  intimate  with  all  lliu  leaders  of 
L  Diderot,  however,  alie  ctiuIJ  not  secure ; 
c  wiu»  oimyj  tU  at  etise  m  the  polite  world.  Too  great  a  por- 
on  of  his  life  had  been  spent  iji  very  questionable  sodet'j  tot 
im  to  tu^jairv  die  nrlBtocntic  cle''ance  wliicli  d\atm"u\iiic4 
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VoluiTC.    Ttiis  wjts-,  [icrh/ips,  wliy,  wilh  all  bia  fervirl  eld 
DiJerot  often  fiulwl  in  pnjdaciiig  tho  effect  which 
been  Antid{nU'd  from  Hs  ^Tcat  talents.     His  ti; 
vut  und  his  manner  tno  vehement  for  tbo  lurtifidai  tod^jiil 
wbich  be  ^'as  comiielled  to  uovu.     His  friends  said  tint  1 
ftliDTild  hare  been  a  Grecian  philosopher,  teaching  Ms  < 
ill  tlie  ganlens  of  Acajlcmift.     Didf!    '  ''        ''    '        '  '  i»i,( 
WTM  proud  of  tlie  appellalion  of  S-  i  wh 

lit^  miuistertil,  with  liceiitinus  productions,  to  the  depti 
taste  of  the  age.     He  pri'Scnted  the  iiot  nncommi  ^v  >  ■'^'^ 
non  of  A  iniin  if  hose  wind  waa  superior  to  hia  w!  i  J| 

his  works  are  no  longer  rcrwj,  >  "  name  still  &U!ikl»  KiQ 

iuo»t  iuuoiigst  lite  nftinea  of  tir 

It  was  the  caustic  Gcrmnii,  Orimm,  tho  iracccssor  of  Ffl 
ccdl  In  iladanie  d'Ephiay's  affectioug,  who  held  the  moift 
sptruoos  plnco  in  bcr  circle  ;  wliorc  his  d«ii)otic  dis 
(ind  his  habit  of  ciiveriug  his  fa™  with  it  ccmtiiig  «>f  rtd 
white  paint,  caused  hiin  to  he  famili:»rly  named  ' 
UUnc"      The  lively  little  Abb£  Gtdinni  »lnn  «t«od 
MniLuije  d'Epiii-iy's  good  graces,    llicy  wrote i  '    r« 

letters  full  of  smart  aiiyings,  and  dwtiiied  t 
GriniDi'a  corrusjRindeucu  with  his  Gcrnuin  jKitrun.     How  | 

rjnoreover,  these  letters  may  be  considered  confidential,  udj 
ed  upon  as  such,  cnn  be  seen  by  Madatue  d'lvpiniij-'s 
in  answer  to  an  observation  of  Galiani's  :  "  It  ia  iusopp 
of  you  to  n'mind  me  that  oiir  t:[irros[Kinilencc  will  bo  | 
after  our  death.     /  jb*fw  •(  /  but  had  forgotten  oil 
Liiuiortidity  tt-nifios  mc  drcidfnlly."     Wlmt  a  pity^ 
the  ftcrrcspoii<l<^iicc's  ot  thii.-to  limes  bear  traces  of 
kiiowlcilgy ;  that  letters  were  not  tlien  written  off 
the  look,  of  a  friend,  but  were  k-inurt-ly  itntit*d  with  i 
prMtcrity.  and  a  very  nuttuul  wi»h  of  .tppearing  to  adv 
Ueffi'  '       ' 

A  i  I io«t  eminent  ci(j 

was  Home,  also  made  their  !»iip<anuico  in  the  circle  of  ', 

rrf'E'/'inay.     Hume  then  enjoyed  in  the  I'--'-' 
( degree  uf  rcimtAtion,  Vh&l  a  XsA^  •wo-s 
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I^AoMld  wbM  he  w:vs.    He  was  a  philosopher  and 
IiB  apjuiaxed  at  n  period  when  French  society 
i  thre  ladies  who  prfcsidod  otlt  it  felt  the  want  of  some  at- 
;  it  v/an  uatural  that  Hume  ahould  be  exalted 
;  1 1  eiij^erlj'  sought  as  such  in  every  fiishionable 
ue.     He  wss  at  fi»t  tliutight  admirably  adapted  to  ennct 
in  tlie  frivolous  aniuseineuts  then  Lii  fashion ;  but, 
I  nnre  filacod  iii  th«  character  of  a  sultan  between  two 
*  the  pfi'ttiost  women  of  the  day,  tho  English  philosopher, 
■  modi  ruiuiuatiun,  and  repeatedly  striking  his  breast,  found 
ug  bolter  to  say,  during  a  whole  quarter  of  an  hour,  than  : 
I J  met  demoiittkt.     Eh  birn  /  voiu  voila,  done.     Kfi 
niu  trioli  .  ,  tWMi  voilA  ici'."'     Huine's  reputation  wai* 
ilcly  too  well  established  to  suffer  from  what  would  have 
luiothur  man.     He  was  still  cajoled  and  caressed  in 
iFtrisliAa  circle  ;  where  he  received,   with  philosophic 
and  gtuvitj',  the  lavish  praise  of  his  arlmirors,     Ma- 
d'Epiiiay,  without   admiririi;  eicluaivdy  the  "gnw  et 
graoda  bistoriogmphe  d'Angleterre,"  and  whilst  complaining 
"     !  lowered  the  philosophic  dignity,  waa  not  sorry 
..■  her  friends. 
^lany  individu.'ils  of  secondary  note  also  adorned  her  circle  ; 
frank  Duclos  and  the  elegant  Saint- Lambert  were  amongst 
•  intimate  friend;*,  aa  weJl  as  nn  obscure  and  needy  author, 
bom  one  of  her  female  ticquaititances  cavalierly  descrihed  as 
poor  fuBuw,  !t»  poor  as  Job,  a  sort  of  dependant  on  Ma- 
Dnpin,  Fruieceil'*  mother,  but  full  of  wit  and  Tanity." 
idividtiid  was  no  other  than  a  M.  J.  .7.  Rousseau,  citizen 
Beva,  the  scarcely  known  author  of  a  comedy  entitled 
Igagemerit  Tuuifr^ire,"  and  which  had  been  acted  by  ifa- 
id'Epiuay  and  her  frJendu  nt  her  country  house. 
r  This  wa«  not  the  fir»t  nppeurancc  which  the  stdl  obscure 
in  Parisian  society.     Whilst  he  was devol- 
^nn  to  nuiMe,  he  was  seen  for  n  whde  in 
salons  of    Atftdanie  de  la  PoiM>liniJre,  to  whom  he  eub- 
liifl  oiKira  of  the  "  ilu»e«  Gnlante*."     Madame  de  la. 
1  «nu  tJica  niioUy  in  favoiu  of  tke  coivmoatT 'B.ixtft.w.wu,  ] 
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SLe  took  little  I»eod  of  the  awkward  and  iad*j>e 
but  criticised  tho  "  Muses  Galaiitea  "  very  bit 
their  autbnr  severnl  tokens  of  her  ill-wilL     Ronssc 
succcs;-'  tew,  uutil  i 

T«iiied  li  le  wrirld :  n  bo^ 

courted  and  admired ;  but  by  reuialniiig  ao  loiig 
jnvlo  of  vrlmt  WAS  colled  ele^'nnt  society,  ho  Iwd 
kiiow  and  despise  its  judgnicuts :  Lc   too    uij 
claiiuod — 

'•  I  liove  m>t  loved  IJu:  vurli),  uor  tlj«  wo«l<i  trm.^ 

The  destiny  fif  rmusseau  seemed  to  mark  liim 
n|K)3tle  <>f  cieniocrucy.  Exposed  as  ti  pkLeLtix  Ui-i 
proud  man's  contumely  ;  humbled  arid  opprp.sscdH 
mingled  with  the  world ;  swnicd  and  forgnttc^H 
T«tired  to  Aolitude,  tli«  protid  and  irritable  genius  ^H 
in  Lis  liotrt,  tbrmigh  years  of  unheeded  sufi4^^^| 
onnqucmlile  hatred  uf  society  which  hu  itftertHl^^| 
with  au  eloquence  so  bitter  and  so  deep.  When  i^| 
day  (if  lus  fimiu  he  wii3  called  forth  from  hix  '>t^| 
Idoked  ii[jcin  the  world,  whit'h  had  »<>  long  «:x<3^| 
from  its  precincts,  with  mingled  <li»itain  niid  abhor^f 
turning  awiiy,  ho  rcsuni<-d  mice  more  that  de<.<]>  ain^l 
self-commuulun,  the  blttis  and  misery  of  hia  '^M 
Rousseau  wjw  not  iraroacul.ite  ;  but  at  least  he  "felt  mA 
n  thirst  fnr  nn  ideal  excellence  of  which  he  met  »<>.^n 
wbeK.  He  foU  into  tlie  commnn  error  of  mia^f 
npinvtious  for  virtncss.  lie  has  )>ccn  calliul  r.iia,^! 
ftn  strange  tmccs  of  self-idnlatry  thrciti^hutit  thu  ii^M 
orriiig  life  :  but  was  it  himself  th;U  Tlnusso.in  worsbi^H 
good  he  believed  lie  saw  in  tiis  own  heart '(  If  ho  ^H 
and  vam,  he  was  not  exrlusively  such  ;  els<s  when<^| 
j>ai«<iun  and  '"  I'nes,  the  n-     '      "    vU 

tenderness  til  nld  roiijit!  »  t^^f 

tif  A  corrupt  and  dccAj'ing  society  t    When  did  n^f 
moved  ItucU,  stir  others  sn  deqily  t  ^| 

,    It  was  natural  that  liouiweuvi  6\w\]lA  ^cX  wjro'j^B 
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Tliej  ouly  oLiued  at  destruction  ;  ho  wJBltod 

'  in  coxier  to  crcato  ananr  :  their  iiis^iinUiotis  were  idl 

JOni  fnitn   the  extenud   and  social   world,   which   they 

i.iliyiiilcniul  and  inil«[M;tnlciit.    Thus, 

!i  fcitue  to  the  pliancy  with  wliich  ho 

to  lh«  fiMilixigs  of  the  agv,  IIousscau  won  his  by  the 

n«r  with  which  he  attacked  those  feeliugs.     Society 

I  iiiAt  [lenKJuully  upon  liim,  evtu  whiLst  it  admired  aud 

I  his  geiiiuM  ;  but  it  had  not  aufficieut  £aith  in  its  owu 

'  to  foci  injured.     All  knew  th;il  a  great  sociul  chatigu 

:  haul,  uud  hailed  the  piMphctic  voice  hy  which  it  wa» 

A. 

siu  had  aot  yet  wholly  bpjhea  with  the  world  when 

Irontractod   for  Madame   d'Epinay  a   frieiidihip,  wldch, 

I  Tciy  urdent  at  first,  waa  as  unfortunate  aa  his  other 

tiKutii.     It  is  woU  known   that   Bousscau's  unhappy 

■  woidd  never  let  him  iigrec  long  witli  hia  fricnda  of 

r  «ex.     He  paasioiuitely  loved  the  society  iif  women — it 

hia  iutercouTse  with  them  that  Diderot  partly  ascrihed 

and  fervour  of  his  jttyle — but  he  did  little  to  con- 

favour ;  though  ho  kntw,  from  the  ftnst,  "  that 

Dg  Ct'old  he  done  in  Paria  without  the  aid  of  women." 

ibsolutcly  refuiied  to  submit  to  tliu  patronising  tone  thoj 

I  in  the  habit  of  aslng  towardji  the  philosophers :  n(<r 

i  rreU  with   hi»  fair   friends  marked  by  mnch 

p  _  .        ue  or  feeling  on  his  part,     ilia  connexion  witli 

kme  d'Cpinay  was  particularly  unfortunate.     The   |)as- 

|t<s  love  ho  expreissed  for  nature  and  solitude  induced 

l^ne  d'Eiiltmy,  in  the  tiret  cnthnsiiiam  of  her  friendship,  to 

Im  np  a  romantic  little  hermitage  at  Montmorency,  and 

K  Beighbourhc>od  of  her  owu  residence.     RouBseau  was 

Bncly  tuihiippy  in  tUS' retreat;  he  complained  that  his 

Hsdi  II,  and  ai'cnsed  Grimm  of  seeking  to  deprive 

|iif  t:  -lup  of  Lideiot,  D'Holhacb,  and   Madame 

■bay.     To  add  to  his  miiifortuueii,  he  feU  desperately  in 

nrith  Madame  d'Hoiidctot,  Madame  d'Epinaj-'a  eiater-ivi- 

maj  the  isi-tresa  of  .S^)int-l.auibert  ;  wLym  tia  iwl\t\i\.Mi<i 
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%'itli  Modiime  du  Ckntelet  luul  br  untice  iu  Pam 

MKnt'ty.  Rousseau  was  then  '  .  _;  his  "Ni 
lUlnise,'*  and  he  rend  tlie  letters,  as  he  tuu&bed  them, 
Madauie  d'Epitiay  imd  Madjuue  d'Hoadetot.  Thongh 
Litter  Inrly  v;&.%  as  Koussr-.m  nrors,  the  nnly  wanuin  hte* 
loved,  fihe  codJ  boast  uf  little  beauty  :  eixe  squinted,  and  < 
lunrked  with  the  snULll-pox  But  sbo  wm  gity,  fnmk, 
thoughtleia,  and,  oooarding  to  all  aeooants,  witty  and  V 
chaimiug  .-  her  friends  callud  hur  the  "  parfaito  Julie."  Bo 
senii's  liwo  WHS  hopeless ;  fur  ]llfidamc  d'Hotidetat  i 
ardently  attached  tn  Stuut-Litmbfrt,  ta  wbom  she  aim 
rr>inained  constant.  Her  hu^hnnd,  aa  usual,  Ru«ed  no  aUU 
t«>  her  |iii»si(m  :  he  and  Saint-Lambert  agreed  rery  weDl 
t!i>:'ir  old  n.gi>,  when  tlicy  became  extremely  jealous  of 
mtiither,  and  led  Madame  d'Houdutot  a  very  uoeasy  DSl 

RousaeAu  was  soon  thoroughly  miserable  ia  lua  hennita 
he  accused  Diderot  of  deserting  hitu,  imd  Miulome  d'Epinlf 
licing  ia  a  Jeague  with  his  enetait-a.  After  v  litdy  atti 
t«   Btjw  divisii>n    between    ilodame   d'Hoii  1 

Lambert,  he  ended  by  turning  on  MadaujL    .  .., ijr 

singular  degree  of  acrimony.     They  partod  with  niutual  I 
ings  of  iU-wiJl ;    and    tliia   di»a;jrt>eni«sat   >-■  ngij 

Kousacau's  long  quarrel  with  the  whole  j  .    ■     P* 

For   some  time,   Paris  tallce<l  uf  nuthiitg   clue     lioam 
discussiouil  with  Diderot  were  e8[iecially  the  theme)  tif 
veraation.      "This  is  rciUy    increiliblo,"   cxcliiimod  M. 
Castrius  :  "  one  can    hear  of  uotliitig  but  '  ;»Ui 

have  no  position,  no  house  of  their  own.  lun!  iJly 

in  garrets."  Iu  sjnte  of  D'Uolbivch's  waruLug,  IIouw 
Rouaiieau'B  part,  and  brought  him  to  Eughuid.  Sotm 
more  gloomy  und  misimt  hropic  tiian  ever,  MtoQ  acnuM 
host  of  con!)])iriug  ag;iinst  his  peaco  and  honour,  and  ioda 
in  such  bitt<r  ifcnioiuilitie*,  that  Hume,  exasperated,  wrol 
to  D'LloIb.ich — "  You  were  right :  l!oua»eau  is  a  taoui 
This  letter  wm  publicly  road  by  D'TToUmob,  and  hro 
down  ranch  oiiiirobrium  wi  Rouaseau.  Waliiole,  who 
then  ia  P^b,  tbougbt  Uiia  a  6V  ouv^^ww^l  V>  «AtSm 
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■  r«tj  un[>crtinent  nud  iunilting  IcttoT.  in  which 
the  tuuutf  of  Frederick  of  Pntssia.  Madame  du 
:  wu  aswrtcd  to  haro  rcvisc<l  this  letter  fir  lier  frieut!. 
n*eat«d  thii  very  much.  One  uf  his  moMt  bitttrr 
'  Tf  fjiln**  Bgaiiut  Uanic  mA  WjiIihiIo  was,  thnt  they  hncl 
fan  ill  Um)  women  away  frnm  UIiu  ;  and  Ihift  circumstanctf, 
I  «ru  corruct  in  tliii  main,  cuntrihutcd  no  little  to  tho 
Dtioni  Itonsseau  himcfforth  I'lidured. 
qaarr«I  with  Madtuu<i  d'Kjfiiiar,  Etouasoaa  ap- 
mdMd  to  have  broken  entirely  ivith  the  Partnan 
,  uul  Uic  Iiuli(>8  who  ruled  uver  it.  Mudaiiie  dTinimy, 
1  wholly  inflncnceii  hy  Orinitn,  and  whotti  llnusswiu's 
•pricB  had  Lenrlily  xv'tiaried,  did  nat  rvj^rct  the  loan  nf  hrt 
biBtt  fticitd  :  it  18,  however,  To  her  connexion  with  hiiu 
tiut  the  rmcd  the  interest  nttai^hrd  ti>  facr  name,  and  th« 
tftnitiun  »Le  excited  iu  her  own  tinioH. 

_  Wbta    noQxsrau    had    left   the    liennitago,  and  when    Lis 

I  wHh  her  was  no  longer  lhr>nght  of,  Ma<hiinc  d'Epinoy 

^  bwrnlf  cumpanttively  furgottea     In  her  latter  duys, 

t  works  on  education,  and  became  the  rival  of  Ma- 

I  de  Genlia;  but  her  t&leut  alwayn  remained  eUiieutiaUy 

nplace. 

•)««k»  of  her  with  aingiilur  bittemesa,  «id  «^- 

r*       '  '     ;i>^.     She  was  1  '  ;i,l,  and  would  Imve 

•  tid,  had   he  Ali  i   t<>  do  su      But  to 

with  any  one  waa  m>t  hLi  destiny,  or  rather,  in   his 

i;  he  accnsod  Madame  d'Epinay  of  beinj;  in  a  lea^e 

him  with  the  philosophers,  and  left  her  in  order  to 

I OTCT  hi»  imaginary  wrongs  :  "  a  lonely  man  ;  his  life  » 

_U|g  saliloi]tiy  !"• 


CHAPTEB  V. 


OEITEIU]:  A3PS0T  Off  gOCtETT — FOWEE  or   WOMAJT — ^HiMMV 
DCr  DEFTASD. 


We  hftve  thendy  stated  that  tlie  society  of  Madame  o  ^'--^iv 
was  secoiiilaiy  in  importaDce  to  the  bureaux  d'«sprit  *u  ctir 
bmted  in  the  histoi;  of  the  eighteenth  centoiy.  llm  ■/ 
those  assemblies — and  the  three  mogt  imfiortant — west  I 
presided  over  by  Modiime  da  DeSsnd,  Mademoiselle  <W  1 
pinaase^  and  Madame  OeoSrin.  T\  '  '  these  ladiM  «*1 
celebrated  for  her  caustic  wit;  liV  In  de 

fur  the  charms  of  her  conversation ;  and  Madattie  Gecifina  it 
her  active  beneTolence, 

The  eiaaXeace  of  these  literal;  societiea  i»  a  chanutsriitif 
fo.itiire  of  tlie  timea.  Moatosqiuea,  cuvertly  alluding  t.  ' 
itiiluciice,  satirically  obserres,  that  a  nation  where  wrmi!:!]  ^ 
the  prevailing  tone  mwrt  necessarily  be  talkative.  Thrn,  t 
«vt<r,  it  was  the  men  who  talked,  and  the  women  who  1 
The  men  talked  because  they  cotdd  do  little  else ; 
giive  the  prevailing  tone,  because  men  of  all  classes  wW 
juirtly  compelled,  and  partly  willing,  to  gather  around  tb<n- 
Thc  nobles  being  excluded  from  politics — In  which  matt  Idt 
the  ministers  and  their  creatares  c<iald  iaierfi-Te — czsraaaC 
no  cuntrt)!,  either  as  individuals  or  as  a  body,  natural^  | 
themselves  up  tn  the  pleasures  of  society.  Their 
insigtiificauce  tbos  increased  the  power  and  iiu]wrtaDct ' 
women. 

Tlif  society  of  women  was  also  8<>u;;Ut  by  authiin 
Sc  men,  becsnse  there  was  no  other  frccdnni  than 
lorn  protected  by  them.     Those  opinions  which.  I 
0|Minly,  would  have  drawn  down  penecatiun 
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hy  nhaai  tliey  were  anaerted,  could  be  profe8t.ed 
|jn  a  drowin^-room.  The  indK-idnnls  whu,  uever- 
ni  i>a  tlie  pulilicati<jn  of  these  principles,  weru 
>us  fur  tlti»  to  appear  Id  the  bureaux  d'esprit. 
inmted  hy  that  stirring  and  commuuicaCivc  tm- 
di  cLanu:terist\B  ejKtcIis  of  inteliectoal  action.  Though 
overrated  the  vtilae  of  thak  labours — aince 
a  it  was  thuir  duty  to  iuTeetigate,  and, 
enf  ^^^^^^^^Bted,  left  nothiug  eavo  ruins 
lem — a  gMJMHH^Hivs,  ueverthelefui,  efi<.<ctu(l  in 
(ipinioDs,  and  in  those  of  their  contcDiiKtruriea. 
away  the  old  creedn  aud  iu^stitutions  of  society, 
do  not  pass  eilently  in  the  hanian  blind  : 
tiiey  kad  to  good  or  to  evil,  the  first  irresistible  im- 
man  is  to  iinpnrt  thctn  to  other  bmnan  beings, 
s  powerful  uutive  for  courting  female  society  may  bo 
le  cotisciousness  that  the  women  who  then  presided 
raiy  circles  not  only  named  whom  they  liked  to  the 
r,  bitt  dispensed  as  they  chose  influence  aud  reputation. 

I  "  ""     il  in  his  fame  for  not  hoTOigknown 

II  u  n  of  Ha  timo.     Tho  indolence  of 
classes,  thu  gcncnvl  wttnt  of  freedom,  and  the  vanity 

iltion  of  authors,  thus  kid  tlie  basis  of  iLo  jjower  of 
•a  jKJwer  then  carried  to  an  extent  now  scarcely  sua- 

wth  ludicrous  and  cont«mptibIe  to  read,  in  coiitem>  1 
leniain,  of  the  arts  then  employed  to  secure  the 
thoao  dcsjiotic  rulers  of  society.     Even  ineu  of  high  j 
I  tlw  Prince  of  Coik16,  felt  con^dnccd  that  nothing  f 
ciTcctod  without  the  nsiiistance  of  women  ;  aud, 
dgiiig  only  one  method  of  securing  this  assistooco,  _ 
themselves  the  admirers  of  every  handsome  andfl 
man   who  seemed  likely   to   further   their  views. 
HB  personal  disadvantages  did  not  allow  them  to 
^K  were  satisfied  with  the  more  liumblo  rank  of 
^KfaM^^lHHt  every  woman  of  faaUiuu  had  v\ 
^^^^^^^^pUantA,  who  liiiteBed  to  v!b^  \)i&Utr{ 
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of  her  love  aflBiirs,  kindly  supposed  tbcin  to  be  punJ 
iiud  whose  task  it  was  to  admiaistLT  cousuLltou 
IJwring  tlie  scvonteentli  century,  wcak-iuiiidcd  wouu>n 
notorious  for  tlieir  jtartiolity  towards  tlioir  religious  dim 
But,  "  jtutrc  tompa,  autre  niteura,"  and  the  deBoendanU 
devotees  of  Looia  XIV.  now  gave  the  empire,  fonacrijr  a 
under  the  njime  of  religion,  to  a  very  dilferent  ftHiUiie. 
u(  these  aiu^ulur  direciturs  owed  their  aucce^a  in  lifo 
ze&l  of  their  feiuale  friends  :  a  fact  which  served  to  ia 
the  8i>ccie3. 

This  political  insignificance  of  thn  men  placing  tbo 
on  a  levol  with  them,  also  i-eiidered  the  intercourao  of  \i 
8CXC3  more  poliahed  and  iigrceuhle.  Thej'  couJd  sprak  0 
aauie  subjects,  aiuoe  there  were  no  political  discuxdonii 
which  the  WDtnea  were  to  be  excluded.  Converaatiof 
Noon  carried  Ui  the  iieiglit  of  au  art,  tliough  it  wal 
marked  by  the  most  clogant  simplicity.  It  not 
A  style,  but  also  became  remiu-kabte  for  its  |< 
coneiaion.  The  necessity  under  which  luun  laboured  ( 
plaining  to  tho  women  with  whom  they  conversed  a 
their  igtionince  prevented  them  from  uudtTstnnding, 
Iheui  acquire  a  ckMirnesB  and  fiicility  tiicy  often  tr.wsfri 
llivir  writings.  Thiit  exceadve  polish,  which  ia  both  the  1 
and  the  defect  of  the  French  language,  ia  to  bu  atiribi 
female  iniluciice.  Women  nece&jjirily  perfect  the  tat* 
natiitu,  and  the  wish  of  pleasing  them  iutruducws  rcllq 
and  elegance.  The  assemblies  over  which  they  then  \a 
were  not  free,  however,  from  great  disadvantages, 
their  m<>st  serious  evile  w&s,  that  for  tho  calm  mudi< 
former  writers  they  substituted  the  habit  of  i  fl 

dociaiotis  peculiar  to  couvumalion.     Miugled  pi.        , 
frivolousnoss  thus  bccoEse  one  of  tho  cbiu-act«risti« 
times. 

It  would  be  erroneous  to  conc-Indo,  from  what  has 
of  tho  general  prolligacy  which  then  prevailed,  thai 
vAnsfitiou  of  men  and  women  who  owned  few  moral 
watf  ni4J-k<-d  by  iudclicac^.     "Slcvcx.au  \iui  ccn&cwc^ 
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lltjon  more  free  fntrn  this  bleuuab,  am!  even  ttam  scaiid.-J. 

}  III  tlie  female  orack's  of  those  days  had  proiumnced,  "  que 

I  gltjiit  le  ton  d'luiL'  fcmme,"  and  bIjo  wm  in  the  right ; 

is  essentially  vulgar.     Thus,  the  careless  remark  that 

'Jn  T(l  "  haA  "  Madame  L'ne  Telle  was  the  only  knuwledgo 

nngcr  cuald  obtiiin  af  uu  illleit  connexion  between  persona 

Uifiotuly  on  the  mui>t  intimate  terms.    The  leattt 

uu  the  fjiirt  of  ibuse  persons  vould  have  excluded 

ioT  erer  from  society.     Sia  was  tolerated,  but  the  indo- 

fcia  of  8tii  were  rigidly  forbidden. 

( 13  ditticult  to  imagine  that  a  society  more  pfdite,  elegant, 
i:il  thai)  that  of  the  eighteenth  century  shoidd 
.  4^d ;  and  this  for  the  obvious  retwun  that  uni- 
'irs&l  atteutiou  was  directed  towards  the  acquisition  of  thoeo 
pt«  uecessoiy  to  uppeor  to  advnntage  iu  society,  sa  well 
I  render  it  more  perfect  and  attractive.     Miiiiy  men  *nd 
en  of  hr^^h  tidents  sought  nut  to  establish  their  fame  uti 
kilt  g  It  Ice  a  durable  basiu  :  the  ^eat  busiu«8s  of  life  was 
10  talk  well,  with  grace,  wit,  and  vivacity ;  everything 
Dwrificed  to  the  puKaes.sifin  of  tlua  periKhnble  aciom- 
urnt     I'hua.  tho  rcnuirkiiblo  women  of  those  times  an.< 
I  known  only  by  hearsay ;  they  left  nothing  by  which 
be  judgfJ  fikirly  :  their  productions,  when  th*y  did 
do  not  coDie  up  to  the  idea  formed  of  their  talents 
lit  to  ahine  chiefly  in  conversation,  tliey 
'  d  for  lliQt  pecidior  tniLn  of  thought  ncccs- 
)  Utcnity  ootDpiHutioa     It  is  by  their  lettei-a  alone  that 
I  now  conceive  tho  rcaJ  tolie  of  their  minds.     But  for 
spondcBce  of  Miuhuiie  dit  Dutfaiid,  what  ideu  cntdd 
jiVB  of  bcr  keen  and  i>oli8hcJ  natii-c,  aud  of  that  selfish- 
eiuiiii  which  liturally  consumed  her  e.xi.itence  ')    Were 
;  for  tho  love-letlcrs  of  Mfulomoiselle  de  Lespiuasse,  first 
■i>-  through  the  indi^retiou  of  a  friend,  it 
.  -le  to  uudcrsliUid  correctly  the  ori^juiality 
Ipa-saiouatti   fenronr   which  distinguished   this  unha]ipy 

I V  ai»  M  remarkable  and  interesting  lad,  \k»iV.  ^^|^ 
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Dresses  of  those  timea  wtre  very  com?  "   • 

little  influence.     Madame  de  Genlia  ::        ,_      '    i.. 
and  a  wonderful  industry ;  bat  tko  wmnot,  however,  bt 
to  have  risen  higher  than  tMa.     Madame  de  SuM,  who 
genius,  does  not  belong  to  the  brilliant  portion  of  th«  d^ 
I  teenth  century.     She  ap'peared  when  the  spirit  of  the  It**»- 
I  lution  was  already  effacing  the  last  vestiges  of  that  sdfidi 
I  wid  corrupt  society. 

To  judge  of  the  intellect  and  influence  of  the  trnmeu  tl 
c  those  times,  we  must  therefore  conwder  them  in  their  m(U 
■Telations,  iind  often  in  their  private  affections.  To  jodg*  o( 
|them  othermse  would  be  to  fall  into  inevitable  errors.  Tkt 
ergonal  characters  of  the  three  ladies  whom  we  hsre  mm- 
Itiuned  as  holding  the  bureaux  d'esprit  frequented  by  the 
■whole  philosophic  tribe,  wiU,.  evea  without  stnuning  afie 
imaginary  analogic  represent  a  few  of  the  very  distiact  tei- 
ings  wliieb  then  divided  French  society.     The  i    '  '  ai- 

pate,  and  sceptical  ncblc&se  naturally  gathered  la-  -^ 

ihi  Deffajid,  a  witty  and  amtocratic  woman;  MjhI' 
de  Lespiuasse,  a  social  outcast  by  her  illegitimate  bL  .^  ~~ 
1  gifted  with  an  ardent  and  enthuaiastic  mind,  sympalhind 
with  the  political  reformers  of  the  day ;  the  worldly-wise  ttiA 
moderate  ones  of  the  phitosuphic  party  met  at  the  houtt  of 
Madame  GeofFrin,  the  quiet  and  prudent  bourgeoiae,  Jihu 
wished  to  reconcile  her  religious  feelings  with  the  potroaagt 
of  profeMed  sceptics.  The  society  of  Madame  du  De&nd  ■ 
the  first  that  must  occupy  our  attention. 

Frank  without  candour,  and  intpetuous  without  eithor 
{lassions  or  feeling ;  fidl  of  wit  and  sound  judgment  in  her 
e  of  thinking,  but  extravagant  and  often  ridiculoua  in  W 
net ;  openly  selfish,  and  yet  capable  of  friondahip  ;  sodi 
was  ^ladamc  du  Defiand.  During  her  youth  she  was  koows 
for  her  beauty,  vivacity,  and  equivocal  conduct.  As  u^t 
drew  nn,  her  cbanns  v&oiahed,  and  she  became  blind,  ill- 
1,  and  ennuy^e.  She  sought  for  a  time  a  nJujo  u 
.  ..  II,  but  having  naturally  litUe  turn  that  way,  she  opoxid 
bureau  d'esprit  U>  the  ptdloeophem    Noithmr  their  aodety 


iUD-UiE  DO  UEFKA.VD. 


ICJ 


wit — which,  after  that  tif  Voltiiire  atiJ   Piroti, 

the  kci'tifrf  of  tlifl   af;c — could  jiroAcrvo  licr, 

r,  from  the  incessant  aiiiui  thftt  consamcd  her  ducliu- 

Vicby  d«  Chamrand  was  boni  towards  the  close  of 

I  Seventeenth  ctat.ury.      in  the  cimvcut  where  she  wjia 

gilt  u{),  &ud  where  ehe  received  ati  cxciitlcut  educatiirti, 

<!«  early  ilistiiiguishcd  hc'ri.elf  for  a  tone  of  rftillery  on  reli- 

irittcrs,   which  iilarmed    the    nuns.      They  culled    in 

to  liilk  to  her;  but  the  goijd  and  amiable  bishop 

fctoo  mtich  delighted  with  the  grace  and  frankness  of  the 

;  girl  t<i  be  very  severe.     "  EUe  est  charraante  !"  wu»  hi« 

'  reproof.    At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  M«lcmoisollc  dc 

'  WM  nuuricd  to  the  Maniuis  du  DcfinnJ,  from  whom 

lies  soon  caused  her  to  separate.     Eyes  remarkible 

beauty  and  brilliancy,  a  pIcAsiint  smile,  and  a  ctiun- 

'   "  "f  piquancy  and  exjuiession,  were  the  chief  jier- 

114  of  the  witty  young  mtsrchiLincss.     Amongst 

numerous  lovcre  were  the  regent,  whom  she  fiiscinatcd 

IW  »  whole  fortnight ;  n  5L  dc  Formont,  aiueli  esteemed  by 

leltairc  ■.  I  Viident  Henaiilt,  and  Pont  do  Vcylc,  the  adoptc^d 

'f   M;ulcmois<iln   Al'satS.      The  latter  two   reiiiiuned 

to   her  tiiitd   their  dotage,    and   were  sujipOMed  to 

1**ul  u(|n*lly  well  ill  bor  favour.    Constancy  in  lave  was  not 

fkff  Madame  dn  DeSimd's  virtnes. 

^■iding  herself  heartrfreo  at  one  epoch  of  her  life,  uho 

^Viid  to  effect  a  rcconcihutiun  with  her  hitsbiuid.     Slio 

IPCd  Uo  Beductiouii  to  win  lum  back,  but  she  had  no  B<iuuer 

Eectod  her  object  than  the  return  of  a  lover  by  whom  she 

iidonpd  made    her   repent  her   success.       Nut 

to  get  rid  of  M.  du  DclTand,  she  aasunied  »■> 

y  and  woo-begonc  an  aspect  whenever  he  was  pren- 

tltc  poor  man  w.'«  glad  to  leave  her  once  more. 

;    wli<j  li;id  pcwunded  her  to  act  this  part  merely  out 

1     V  left  her  in  his  turn  ;  and,  as  the  det;iila  of  the 

■  .  r.-  known  over  all  Paria  on  the  loVUiTN^uaj  d*.'^, 

cue  da  DcffiWil  bcc;une  the  scunv  ot  iVe  \\\xn\vi 
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mitvrn  :  blamed  and  foraakcn  hj  her  most  intimate  i 

fcitd  obliged  to  aasociAte  with  such  womett  as  MaiLini-.  >u 

n'rie  and  Hsdame  de  Pambura 

I      After  the  fidlure  of  the  Cellaniare  consj>i' 

iDeffjiiid  was  restored  to  souiething  like  «>ii 

tfriend£hi|)  of  Madame  da  Ihlaine,  who  fiiUy  appreciated  htr 

[  keen  lively  ■«it     It  was  probably  at  the  jwH^!    ' 

tlii^  princess,  and  ia  the  intimacy  of  Madame  <: 

>Iadamc  dit  DelFiind  acquired  the  exqmsite  style  wbi 
1  wards  clianicterised  her  writings.     She  was  also  iiidtU..  >.  ,  ^ 
[  this  accomplishment  to  her  own  great  care  in  writing.   Duriii| 
[  the  earlier  ptirtiou  of  her  life,  she  never  seat  a  letter  withos 

baviug  first  written  it  three  or  four  timea  over  :  another  bet 
I  which  proves  how  errDoeoua  is  the  impression  thitt  the  e{ii^ 

tolity  remains  of  thnse  times  were  sjxintaneous  tSaaotu. 
With  both  iladame  du  Elaine  and  Madame  do  Staol,  Mv 

dame  du  De£E(md  was  a  great  fnvoarite,  as  wc  can  ate  bm 

the  lively  amd  amusing  letters  addressed  to  her  by  the  ooa> 
I  juinion  of  the  duchess,  •  Her  degree  of  faroor  waa,  howero; 
I  its  variable  as  the  temper  of  the  capricious  princ.  'ija; 

I  ti>  the  testimony  of  ilad^me  d«  Staal,  who  thus  >  hat 

I  friond  : — "  I  rt-ad  yuiir  letter  before  yesterday  to  h«r  higtuittR. 
[  She  was  in  a  fit  of  fear  produced  by  the  thunder.    This  did 

not  tend  to  set  off  the  polite  things  you  said.  I  shall  t^tii 
I  care  atiotlipr  time  not  to  ejquise  yon  to  stormy  weather.  We 
I  were  joyful  for  the  last  few  days  ;  now  the  rain  b  come  again. 
I  Our  ideas,  which  had  become  serene  and  pleasant,  will  rusoin* 
I  all  their  gloom.  Add  to  thia,  th.<«t  for  two  days  our  princMi 
I  has  had  a  cold,  accompanied  with  fever ;  notwithataa£og 
I  which,  and  the  abominable  weather,  the  ceaseless  promeBaife 
I  i*  not  diacoiilinucd.  Verily  Providence  seeius  to  prrmda 
I  priiu-is  with  bodies  suited  to  all  their  fancies ;  they  could  Deter 
r       '  of  reason." 

k       .  '■    .■  a  induced  Madame  du  ^ftune  to  ponoe 

^^■Ant-duur  [ilciiHures  with  a»  much  zeal  as  if  wind  aod  tain 
^^F^  ■  ?,  led  hiT  to  surround  herself  by  all  the  viattoca 
^^B  >curv  :  quautity  fiu*  mun.*  Uiim  qtulity  CMOn  tu 
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ol^«ct.    She  liad  made  Madame  dn  DefaDd 

P«lie  vonld  qwiul  tomu  lime  at  Bccuux,  where  an 

kept  for  her     But  thcu  Mivdiimc  dii  Deflfaud 

;  DOtorionsiy  inconst^int :  if  ahe  broke  her  vrord,  the  apnrt- 

;  runalnrd  vacatit,  itiid  a  vUitor — no  matter  wbom — was 

ij  lost  to  Mndiimo  du  Msune.     Madiuno  do  Staal, 

.  t»J  IcMTied  ti>  resul  hat  princely  mistress  thurouglily,  in- 

|aa  much  to  )Iadame  du  Deffand. 

I  dearo  of  lieing  aumiundod  increases  dnily.     I  foreaoo 

if  j-iin  keep  an  apartiiiuiit  without  uccupyijig  it  tlieru 

be  gmt  rogrtt  fvr  the  loss  you  will  cause,  no  matter 

;  tint  ioM  may  bo.     The  groAt  bccomu  sn  tnuispari'^'t  that 

•M  tbe  light  through.     It  is  an  admirable  study  to 

nplatfl  th«m  :  I  know  nothing  that  brings  us  back  morQ 

if  to  plilloM>|>hy." 

danght«T  of  the  rrg^nt,  ^Fademoi^cllo  do  Valois,  fur- 

r  Biisttvat  of  llicheliuu,  nuw  Duchess  of  Mtxicuik,  caiiie  tu 

I  about  tliis  time.     Madame  du  Doffand,  who  had  kuown 

r  jpoath,  iKiiii  htsr  a  visit.     On  Icaniiug  this,  Miidamu 

who  would  probably  not  have  *>hcd  a  ttar  at  .Mn- 

da  D«ffiuid'8  death,  manifested  the  gnuitcat  Toxatioii 


,"  wroto  Madame  de  Stoal,  "  can  equal  the  sur- 
KmI  Ktrrow  fxperit-noed  on  lean  '   you  hod  been 

Um  Dochc88  of  Moijena.     An  i:  ,  'd  and  jeaiotu 

iiam  thd  rooDt  fingpicions  steps  more  p<Ui(-ntly  than 
as  endured  from  you.  Vou  are  going  tu  devute  yonr- 
|]Mrr»,to  libiwdon  all  else.  0\w  was  then  reserved  tu  thia 
ftta,  tn  be  the  example  of  uvcry  uiLtcry ;  the  ti>rmt;uts  that 
■tentd  goDe  aro  going  to  be  roncwed  through  you ;  it  iji  u 
ntMt  crnel  deatlny,  J:c.  I  said  ail  that  could  be  loid  to 
nouxv  something  like  calmness,  but  I  was  not  heeiliH].  Al- 
I  bare  nn  right  to  be  astonished  at  anything.  ihiM 
nrrertheleEti  found  mr>ami  to  surpriiie  me.  Come,  I  con- 
nnd  reassure  us  agitinst  this  alarm." 
principally  after  tht;  deittli  of  51juinmc  de  Staal  and 
du  Maine,  that  Madame  du   DdTiuid,  who  hoil 
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(bm  ptaLat,  poctioa  of  W  tia>»  »X  Setan- 
la^n  to  iecen«  s  few  fiiends  in  her  Apartment  in  Uie  oouf  tus 
of  Sifinl  Joaepk,  aad  gndaaOy  grtbored  aroand  iwr  *  briltiut 
oicle,  whii^  took  its  toae  iran  ber  own  aoepUcal  «ad 
^«rit.    Bat  even  before  this  epoch,  llonleeqatH, 
lyAknliert,  Mannontcl,  the  Kai€ehale  de  Lnxembmu^g,  H*' 
dane  «k.  SimI,  Ute  Dncbess  de  U  TalGdre,  Vuluiie  lad 
Madme  dn  CSuteiet,  the  Cberalier  D'Ayiie,  Fbut  d«  \tj\t, 
FooBoa^  and  the  Pteaident  HenaoU,  oompoaed  her 
aocaety.    We  hare  abcady  stated  that,  befote  she 
the  tooe  ol  a  fisniae  philo»ophe,  Madame  da  Defliuid  hii 
asvcnl  tiBMB  eadeavovred  to  become  a  devotee;  but  £kith 
nna«<d  antipathetk  to  Ler  nature^     Though  she  was  ^117 
—low  in  her  first  attempt  at  rcfoimatioii,  she  did  not  scn|iia 
to  declare,  "  that  she  should  not  honour  rovfft  and  PreaidtM 
ilaaattlt — her  lover  en  (litre — to  fitf  as  to  discard  them. 
poor  f^eaident,  who  feared  her  temper  more  than  he  loTod 
jaewaB,  was  veiy  caTolierly  treated  by  the  capriciuus  MsdanM 
Daftnd.     HaTtng  rentured,  in  one  of  the  letters  he  adi 
to  ber  dniiog  a  teniporaiy  separation,  tn  express  a 
Kgret  at  her  aheeace,  she  answered  him  in  a  tone  of  cool 
CQttUig  sarcAsin,  ^bich  effectually  silenced  snck  out|i 
«f  tuB  heart  for  the  future.    If  Madame  da  DeOimd  was 
aad  hMutk'ss,  she  bad,  at  least,  the  merit  of  being  [K>(fa:t^ 
tmtlt  about  it.     When  the  celebrated  work  iit  Hclvelins  ap- 
(MMrvd,  several  persons  bUmed  bim  in  her  prcatinct;  fur  having 
uUkW  selfiahneaa  the  great  motive  of  htunan  actions.     "  Sah  I' 
»hc  "  he  has  only  reve-aled  eveiy  one's  secret." 
Ilrr  fmlure  as  a  devotee  did  not  prevent  !3Iadiuuo  du  Dcff- 
U\d  An>ui  Mtablishing  heneLf  in  the  convent  of  .Saint  JoMplk 
le  had  a  handsome  apartment,  suid  gmve  evening  {lartii 
til  her  friends.     8ho  had  nut  long  been  oeti 
1U1  totiJIy  blind ;  and  slh 
:on  for  the  last  tliirty  yt.i, 
Hid  Uirc  her  CAbwnity  with  gieat  lurutttd*, 
'  <-  I  to  the  d(>ep  ennui  vrbii'li  consumed  her- 
'.nlh  bor  habitual  franknoxi,  the  Dcveri 
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"  Give  Hie  a  stcrtt  to  ward  off  etiiiui," 

,{a  one  of  licr  letters  to  D'AJembcrt,  "  and  y(.a| 

I  hy  me  under  a  greRter  oUigsitum  \.haa  if  yon  had  be- 

!rl  nil  me  the  philosopher's  stone."     This  feeling  was  lyj 

jlBtsiuiK  peeulijir  tu  Maihime  dii  Itelfatid  :  the  ]mbliiihcd  L-or-l 

Dco  of  tho  circle  over  wluch  nhc  presidtd  shews  tb/it,  ] 

!  their  wit  and  boasted  philosophy,  ht:r  friends  found  I 

llmnlea  of  Life  intolerably  heavy. 

!.Lme   da   Deffand  was   increased   by  aj 
.  ilessiies.-!.     iSho  had  intellcctiuiJ  jiredi-J 
But,  but  *hc  could  not  love.     The  gaiety  and  vivacity  of  I 
bmbert  were  (irci-jitttblu  to  her ;  so  were  the  originahty' 
iiihet«  of  Moutestiujeu,  the  ixdishfd  wit  of  President  j 
It,  or  t  i  ,  but  slio  hiid  little  niTertion 

Iheiu  iLi    1  -  did   not  prevent  her   from] 

in  many  cases  a  sincere  aiid  zealous  friend:  thoogkl 
I  WHS,  with  her,  divested  of  oil  its  charms.     Of  her  | 
in  this   respect,  Mudaaie   da    Dt'tTauJ   waa  well , 
I'  when   in   the  ktter  years  of   her   life  ahe   became  I 
Kittled  with  Madame  do  Uenlia,  who  was  then  bringing 
rltli  her  owu  chlldreu  and  those  of  the  Duka  of  Orleans,  a 
*ig  EngliHh  girl,  tiftuicd  Pamela,  (aftcrwdrds  the  wife  of  the  I 
mpjiy  Lurd   Fitzgerald,)  she  lUiked  her,  with  evident  siir- 
'  Are  you  so  fond  of  that  child  1 "     "  1  aui  very  foud 
per  indeed  -  "  wns  the  natural  rejily,     "  Ah  !  you  are  very 
sigljed   Matlame  du    Drtttand  ;  "  I  never  could  love 
liing,"    According,  indeed,  to  the  tc«tiinony  of  one  who 
r  bcr  well,  "  it  was  difficult  to  have  less  feeling  and  more 


who  compared  Madam o  du  Dcffand  ti> 
uL- — and  there  were  muny  who  did  so  in  her 
'  circle— overlooked  thia  trait  in  her  character.  Her  wit 
Hiy  brilliant,  and  hor  style  no  doubt  was  very  pure ;  but 
I  the  great  cliulin  u{  Madaiue  de  S^vijjiio  merely  wit  or 
M  Itoes  mjt  that  charm  etinfiist  ratiier  in  the  admirable 
m  and  infinite  variety  with  which  she  yaluta  her  dee^asid 
'  »tucbmtui  for  bcr  beloved  d&uglilei  1    ^la.d»Ki«  < 
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Scvignl  hcuA  the  keenest  exijojment  of  life,  as  ia  shewn  hj  I 
very  vehemence  with  which  she  deplores  every  ttifling  ( 
the  hfc  of  Mndatne  du  DefTand  w&s  one  of  tnsteles  ennnt 
we  excej't  a  few  satirical  sketches,  admirably  drawn,  trbat 
there  in  all  her  letters,  that  abould  make  them  be 
with  those  of  Madame  de  S^vign^  t  This  total  inaeoahaUtj 
not  being  accompanied  by  the  affectatioD  of  a  contmy  Uit6af, 
did  not  prevent  the  society  of  Madame  da  Defiond  from  ! 
eminently  attractive.  It  was,  indeed,  impoa^ble  to  resUt  \ 
fAsdnation  of  that  brilli&nt,  active  intellect,  which  yielded 
every  impression,  and  passed  frum  one  subject  to  anotl 
with  ever  new  fteshnesa  and  variety.  In  all  mattets 
iiected  with  the  everyday  world — the  only  world 
eighteenth  century  cared  for — Madame  du  Deffaiui  int 
inimitable.  The  soundness  of  her  judgment,  united  to  th* 
poignancy  and  oiigiuolity  uf  her  language,  and  that  caustidtf 
which  never  forsook  her,  caused  her  society  t<i  !»  cagtAj 
sought  for  and  highly  valued  Her  frecdoui  from  the  wi«h  ct 
seeking  for  effect,  and  her  strtkiiig  impartiality,  were  alao  " 
remarkable  characteiistics  of  Madame  dn  Deffiiud's 
At  an  epoch  when  simplicity  was  by  no  means  prevalent,  i 
diqilayed  an  unbending  hatred  of  everything  liku  sal 
and  finesse,  and  nnspariugly  accused  of  affectation  all 
thinkers  of  the  day.  She  had  no  more  ^rmpathy  with 
deckumtory  enthusiasm  of  the  ptulMSophets  than  with 
tigorism  of  the  devotees.  She  disbelievGd  in  the  «^ff»«^>Ty  i 
feelings  she  could  never  experience  herself. 

This  genend  indifTerence  prevented  Modsme  da  Deflaad 
from  surrounding  herself  exclusively  with  philoeophcn  ; 
seiiueiitly  the  socie^  which  met  at  her  house  was  &r  man 
easy  and  [wlite,  and  more  free  from  vanity  and  pedantiy  I 
it  was  custtimsry  for  such  aMombliea  to  be. 

It  was  prol>ably  this  absence  of  ail  effint   and 
which    made    the   fraidc   and   unaffected    Moutc-squtca — t 
loved  tiiosc  houses  wiiere,  to  use  his  own  expression,  he  coa 
jioss  with  his  everyday  wit — regret  with  so  mnch  sine* 
the  delightful  suppers  of  the  Convent  of  Saint  Joccph. 
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'  pleaeuTv  which  he  found  in  the  society  of  his  hriateas 

itnunlidly  I'lpresswl  to  the  Cheviilicr  d'Aydie,  "  I  Itive 

with  all  tiiy  hi'iui ;  she  jileaseu  and  Ainuscs  me : 

sihle  ti)  ft'c)  n  loomeot's  cnmii  in  hireonijiniiy." 

Dgs  with  vvliich  Mailune  du  Dctfaiid  iuai>ired  her 

coTTcgpondcd  to  tbo  degree  of  jvlcaaure  she  afforded 

But  \  ■      imiiRrtfd  amusemout  to  others,  she 

wt  al.>  <>o  it  huritlf  ;  and  at  those  suppers, 

Itre  all  tlie  stnmgers  who  visited  I'liris  ragerly  sought  to  be 

Bitted,  iLt  listk-w  couutetiauce  of  the  hostess  oftcii  betrayed 

fttuioi  whioh  viirsucd  her  even  there.     She  did  not  even 

to  di  t  tniiui  from  those  who  mifurtouately 

I  tn  it,    <  ■  f  frieuds,  remarkable  fir  the-  monotony 

deUvctr,  was  boring  her  one  day  with  n  lon^  imd 

■  '■  ai.    "  My  dear  friend,"  sjvid  shi\  taking  ' 

:<e3S  to  feign  igimnuice,  "  what  tirMome 

>  Ua  you  reading  I  "     There  waa  nothing,  however,  which 

nc  da  DeSand  drended   so  much  as  soUtude,  and  in 

ulie  {glared  no  cffitrt  ti>  render  her  house  iittraetive  t4»  i 

f  victors.     "  Let  us  have  yood  chei;r,"  she  often  Btiid  to  her 

*1  now  want  society  inoro  than  ever."     ".Sii[ipers,"  elie 

I  oW'rvcd,  "  were  one  iif  the  foto"  great  objects  of  iiian  in 

MaJuine  du  DefTaud  did  wull,  with  all  her  wit,  not  to 

too   excltisively   on   its    effects.      Abstemiousness   w.^i 

rtna  nor  that  of  the  sensual  philosophers  witi) 

.ucuitod. 

society  of  Stndame  da  Deffand's  was  neither  iitcraty,  | 
'    '''      '  i'h,  nor  artistic,  like  that  of  MaJiune  de  I 
\t  the  society  of  aristocratic  and  intel- 

Bol  indii  idnnis,  who  met  for  common  amusement,  with  n  I 
ig  of  philosojihera,  in  order  to  give  some  variety  to  i 
iiin,  and  also  becjinse  nhilo80]>hy  was  the  fashion  of  I 
The  ni(v.<t  iirJent  muuibera  of  the  philosojihic  sect  I 
tvvr,  little  sympathy  with  ttie  cold-huartod  Madanio  I 
cdnd.     She  sjiid  herself,  in  her  own  quiet  way,  "  Je  n'al J 
nncs  auroulians."     Diderot  came  <mce  t*)  nviAV  W 
l»xty-  Ejiiciiroaa  fiitiids  with  cout«vn\A, aui  uin< 
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cantc  again.     Freedom  and  gooil  breeding  were  til 
rlmract^ristjcs  of  this  circle.     Witlun  ita  a»tTuw  limitJ^I 
i!Vtir,  Madame  du  Dcffand  e«t  up  (est  nn  arhitrsnr  judoo  on  i 
Bcstiona  of  |iliikvHi>jihy  or  tatil*.     Her  corr 
Mtaire,  mid  the  liigh  vnlue  he  sft  on  lier  <ij 
great  autliurity  :  tiiougli  her  dedsiotui  wen  ntarkcd  by  i 
wit  than   currcctntas.     Of  Montesquieu's   great   work, 
observed  that  it  was  not  L' Esprit  de*  L(>i»,  but  Dc  I'i 
BUT  les  Lois, — a  saying  which  Voltaire  thought  uufl 
good  to  make  Ida  own  wnl  rejicit.     There  wiw  laotml 
in  her  remark  already  quoted  ou  tlie  work  of  Ht'lveiiai* ; 
thoiigli  it  18  f.'Jse  that  wlfishiiosa  ia  tho  only  Im 
the  a-«ertinu  was  often  correct  with  resjiect  U< 
of  that  period. 

Notwitlistanding  her  intercnurso  irith  the  philosciphai, 
Mjidauie  da  Deffaiid  w.h8  t*jo  egotiatical  and  onnuyee  to  faroor 
the  spirit  of  discuR&ion  by  which  tiicy  were  aoimated.  fSkt 
was  a  sceptic  chiefly  bpcjiuse  the  trouble  of  inqoiijr 
aup[iorlable  to  hor ;  and  also  herjiuse  a  K«ptical  iad 
-wns  natural  U>  her  muid  :  "  Qu'elie  aiumit  Lti 
le  vague,"  aa  she  heraclf  observed.  Madam  b  ■ 
moreover,  cf  opinion  that  ■what  caTimit  be  known  to  \a] 
cviileutly  uniieeesaary :  a  remark  which  Voltaire  proouu 
admiral:>!<>.     "This  i«  s  great  truth,  madamo ;  and 

1.    ■  ■  n,e."      How^  U 

-!■;  ■  _        ■•.■cW'U,  its 

wan  to  render  her  inditTcrciit  to  oil  that  did  not  coiioern 
ticiirly.     Willing  as  aim  was  tn  eiyoy  the  m<i='      '  -    "-     ' 
in  htT  little  phihiiiophic  purtiea,  she  strongly  > 
friertdH  should  Ijctray  her  by  ('xcrcifuiig  the  ?. 

licly,  Mid  reproached  theia  for  the  Litteruesa  v  ..^  

uaalled  the  existing  order  of  things.    It  waa  chamct^rittio  j 
,b  "■  ''  .iiid  iiiditferetit  temper  to  Inok  e^   ' 

,ii?is,  and,  ittil!  mure,  to  couaider  phiM 

•h  a  few  amatcun  exercised  for  private  antuacment, 

i  WHS  tfi  ]v    '  '■■  ■■'■  further  result. 
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begui  hia  oclebmUd  cuuuexiun  with  hor,  bo  found  her  nur- 
roundcd  fay  tbu  (Uito  of  the  I'nriKiiin  world  <ii  intellect  and 
on.     ]>  ,       ■    1i;m1  JiMttrtflil  his  ulil  friond  for 

atu  wl.'  '  il  Inirvaflcr,  luitl  Matliiiue  dn 

Ddbnd  mdty  miMod  bisi  mirtb  and  boyish  spirits ;  Liit  sbe 
•till  oignjped  the  couijtauy  at  luatiy  clioice  acquiuutaucc^,  wLo 
aBraaed  her  m  much  as  she  could  be  ainus«:d,  wbllit  »be  Inu- 
iKJinwi  in  licr  anii-chair,  making  knoU,  the  tnily 
tion  ia  wliicb  btr  bliudncjis  pcrmitttd  her  to  engage. 
Pbot  d«  Vejrlc^  gnxn  and  morose,  bat  iiiiuiitable  in  pnrody, 
WIS  there ;  •»  were  the  old  and  Midnhlc  Mnr^cbalc  de  Litxeiu- 
boorg  ;  the  BAttcriug  Mtulanio  Jo  Min-[)(nx  ;  tbu  gr.tc«ful  aiid 
duuiuing  Duchess  (it  C!iais«nl :  her  husband  the  minister, — 
**  that  little  vulutile  being  whu  guvo  but  threa  sccuudu  tu  any 
utta  bodjr  or  thu)^.'  *  and  who  preferred  to  Us  amiable  wife  bia 
omiaiatcr,  the  dcvrr,  timhiiious,  hungbty  Duchess  of  Grem- 
nobt— *'•  fit'n.'4i  Amazoniuu  dauio,  wbo  iuvod  and  lmt«<l 
■riiitnuily,  was  uniTers&lly  detested,"  and  whutw)  uiemcitablu 
with   Miubinic   du   rtany  worked  tfao  ruin  of  her 


The  gi»-  'v.*hmM\.  as  CMimytf  m  luiy  of  Motlume  du 

Daffud'a  gu.  ...,  .„^.m  by  ridiculing  this  society,  ungalkntly 
Hfiw^^c  ^^  hostess  "an  old  dvbaucb^u  of  wit;"  but  bo  gm- 
daalif  yitiilod  to  tbo  nnivcrsnl  fjiM^inntiiin,  and  after  confcaiuu({ 
tivt  "  there  wan  a  douetttr  in  the  society  of  the  wonten  of 
tmkion  that  captivntod  him,"  he  wrote  home  tbu  fiiUowiug 
lively  aoeouut  of  tbo  "  old,  blind,  chomiing  Madamo  du  Dei- 
Caml : " — "  Hbc  is  now  very  old,  and  atouc  blind  ;  but  retains 
■U  btr  vivacity,  wit,  nicnmry,  judgment,  passions,  and  a^^e- 
atlmwm  She  goes  to  operas,  [days,  suppers,  nnd  Versailles  ; 
gJTM  nippcTS  twice  a- week  ;  has  «TeTy  new  work  read  to  her ; 
makes  now  Mvngs  and  eptgranu,  ay,  admirably,  and  rcmemben-. 
mftry  noe  tliat  has  bvon  made  thuse  founcuri]  years.  Slie ' 
oDirtqiotida  with  Vottatnt,  dictativt  cbnnning  letters  to  hini. 
oontradlrta  him,  is  no  bigot  tij  him  or  to  anybody,  and  laaglia 
both  at  the  cliTgy  and  tbe  pItil»«opbei^" 
*  WitlpuU^*  I«tt*n. 
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A§  she  grew  older,  MiuiAine  du  IXolIuid'a  inaenaiUllty  of 
feeling  seemed  to  increase.  Uer  cooiiuct  tuwnrd*  rcmt  lU 
Veyle  was  beartlem  to  the  laxt  degree.  Tbe  tutkiDticity  af 
the  diAloguc,*  said  l^  Grimm  tn  h&ve  passed  between  the  ttn 
aged  \oven,  nuvj  be  doubted ;  bat  her  condact  towarda  him 
his  last  illness  ia  a  matter  of  fiict.  Od  the  eveii'  '  "  nl 
Veyle's  death,  she  vatiio  to  a  large  supper  givL 
de  Marciiais.  As  his  demise  was  already  known,  the  penoM 
present  CDiuloled  with  her  on  the  subject.  "  Alas  ! "  w«e  her 
feeling  reply,  "  he  died  this  eveaing  at  six  oTclock  ;  otberwiK 
fOM  uould  not  see  me  here."  And  she  supped  with  her  oraal 
appetite.  This  he,^^tle3s^ess  might  proceed  from  caprioc,  fi 
whilst  Madame  du  Deffand  shewed  so  tnnch  indiJIemMe 
the  fote  of  poor  Pont  de  Veyle,  she  was  carrjiag  cm  her 
B[H>ndenoe  with  Walpole  ;  for  whom  she  had  cunc«ived  a 
of  passionfite  friendship,  and  «*hn,  when  he  visited  Paris,  ralcd 
arbitrarily  over  her  little  circle  :  Uiua  dispossessing  Pi 
ileuault  of  his  andent  privileges. 

Thijt  coterie  of  Madame  du  Defiaod's  may  be  consdtnd 
the  be«t  illaatration  of  French  society  in  the  eighteenlll 
tury.     Unlike  the  other  philosophic  circles,  it  hiui  no  parpvi 
more  definite  than  a  resource  against  enuuL     Ministcn,  titJi 
ladies,  philosophers,  and    foreigners,  met    on    this  aeoti 
ground  ;  they   cared  little  for  one  another,  but  th^  w«r» 
witty,  weU  bred,  and  could  aSard  and  receive  amuaemeat 
meeting  together.     This  society  was  justly  aJmir^id  fer 
accomplishments  of  its  members,  who  contributed  to 
around  them  their  own  polished  and  onatl'ticted  m.innen. 
this  was  the  only  influence  they  eioieised.     Uiidame  da 

•  "'Poiit  de  Vf.r\e\'    'Madame!'     '04  Stw  TOM?"     'An  ec 

*utre  otiemiaiie,'    '  Coneli^  le*  pied>  tor  Ic*  ehcMta,  ooauue  6a  mk  i 

■M  tuuia;'    Oni,  midsme.'    'II  bnt  eoaymir  qu'S  st  pen  <U  rwin— 

luun  uicieaDn  qn«  h  oAtre.'    'Ce]»  est  vni.*    'H  ya  einquaato  aaa.* 

^^Ajlit  eiuquanto  uu  paift^a.'     '  Kt  *1jui«  ce  long  inirrv^lo  atiauk  migiv 

^^■nboe  IVppwniM  d'nne  bronillerie.'    'C<i*t   (^o  <ii»<    fai  t<mj—n 

^^^MC'      'Mkit,  rant  de  Vejle,  cela  d«  viemlt  .|«  m  <fv.'»m 

^^^BjMia  avoa*  toui<mn  fite  fort  ioilifiereiu  1 1]>  '^h,S- 

^^^^Kltei,  madame.'"  ^^^H 
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&ad  hid  no  aim,  and  she  effected  uothing.  She  succeeded, 
however,  in  making  her  house  the  resort  of  all  the  distin- 
guished foreigners  who  visited  France.  AVhen  tlic  reforming 
ud  philosophic  sovereign  Joseph  II.,  the  brother  uf  Marie 
Antoinette,  came  to  Paris  in  1777,  he  visited  Madame  dii 
Deffmd,  whom  he  found  making  knots.  "  This  occupation," 
obierved  the  emperor,  "  does  not  prevent  you  from  thinking." 
"ind  especially  now  that  you  give  every  one  so  much  cauM.- 
to  think,"  was  Madame  du  Deffand's  prompt  and  flattering 
reply. 

The  keen  wit  and  agreeable  conversation  of  ^ladamc  du 
De&nd  were  also  valued  by  her  countrymen ;  but  the  influ- 
ooe  she  exercised  over  them  was  trifling.     It  retjuircs  faith 
in  one's  own  opinions  in  order  to  impart  them  to  othcra ;  this 
Uadame  du  Deffimd  had  not :  she  may  even  be  said  to  have 
nurived  her  own  power.     The  most  brilliant  periixl  of  her 
aide  was  during  the  sway  of  Choiseul,  when  the  fricndshi;» 
of  the  powerfid  minister  contributed  to  her  influence;     It 
gndoally  declined  under  the  reign  of  Louis  XVL :  her  wit,  by 
asnuning  the  tone  of  rancour  and  malice,  had  then  lost  many 
of  its  attractions.     The  times  were  altered,  uioreovcr :  the 
philosophic  power  had  progressed,  and  no  longer  ^^mglit  the 
patronage  of  narrow  circles ;  it  had  become  the  spirit  uf  thu 
whole  nation.     The  ill-temper  and  ennui  of  Madame  du  Dcf 
fand  increased  on  beholding  herself  neglected.     She  again  at- 
tempted to  become  devout,  but  complained  tliat  she  could  nut 
ondentand  the  epistles  of  St  Paul.     She  took  fur  her  con- 
fesaor  the  celebrated  P^  I'Enfant,  who  perished  in  the  mas- 
sacre of  September,  and  only  kept  him  six  montiis.     After 
spending  thus  several  years  in  alternatives  of  ennui  and  devo- 
tion, she  beheld  hcr&elf  at  the  point  of  death  in  the  month  of 
September  of  the  year  17)S0.     She  sent  for  the  euro  of  Saint 
Sulpice,  and  addressed  him  thus  : — "M.  Ic  Cure,  you  will !)« 
.satisfied  with  me ;  but  spare  me  three  things :  let  mo  Iiavu  no 
questions,  no  reasons,  and  no  sermons." 

Madame  du  Dcffand  was  attended  in  her  last  illness  by  Ik.t 
old  friends,  Mesdames  de  Luxembourg,  dc  Ckov3«^\i\,  a.u>i  ^<!i 
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Cambise,  who  played  loto  near  her  bedsido  every  evHiiag, 
who,  it  13  said,  continued  this  interesting  amusemeDt  i 
to  the  moment  of  her  death.  The  nature  of  the  friea 
which  tlien  united  people  of  the  world  renders  this  fict 
ciently  probable, 

Tims  passed  from  life,  in  her  eighty-fourth  year,  lb 
(Iti  Deffand  ;  a  clever,  selfiah  woman,  fit  emblem  of  the  I 
cratic  sficiety  wliieh  was,  like  her,  going  to  disappear,  u 
be  ere  long  "  among  the  thinj^  that  wete." 


CHAPTER  VL 

1UDEJC0ISEI.I2  DE  LESPmASSE. 

voxGST  the  persons  who  composed  the  circle  of  Madame  du 
effand  was  a  young  girl  named  Mademoiselle  de  Lespinasse, 
whom  we  have  as  yet  only  alluded,  because  she  appeared  in 
at  Bociety  but  for  a  short  time,  and  held  an  essentially  sub- 
bate  position  amongst  the  titled  individuals  of  whom  it 
iefly  consisted. 

Fiction  has  seldom  brought  in  contact  two  beings  of  natures 
dissunikr  as  when  reality  saused  Mademoiselle  de  Lcspin- 
ic  and  Madame  du  De£faud  to  meet.  The  blindness,  and 
w  infirmities,  of  ]Madame  du  Deffand  rendered  it  necessary 
'  her  to  have  a  companion ;  she  took  Mademoiselle  de  Les- 
lasse  for  this  purpose :  the  young  girl's  history  was  brief 
i  melancholy.     She  had,  in  reality,  no  claim  to  the  name 

■  bore,  being  the  illegitimate  daughter  of  Madame  d'Albon, 
named  lady  of  high  rank.  She  was  brought  up  in  a  con- 
it,  under  the  name  of  Lespinasse ;  and  when  she  was  of 
T  Was  placed  as  a  governess  in  the  family  of  her  mother. 

Mademoiselle  de  Lespinasse  was  acquainted  with  the  secret 
her  birth,  it  was  doubly  painful  to  her  to  see  herself  treated 

*  poor  dependent  by  the  rich  and  noble  family  to  which 

•  belonged.  The  affection  which  Madame  d'Albon  could 
y  shew  her  in  secret,  supported  her  for  some  time  under 

■  triiils ;  but  her  mother  died,  and  the  proofs  of  her  birth, 
'ch  she  had  bequeathed  to  her,  were,  as  well  as  a  large  sum 
Woncy,  ba-sely  wrested  from  Julie  de  Lespinasse  by  her 
rtives.     Her  position,  being  now  no  longer  alleviated  by 

Jcindness  and  love  of  Madame  d'Albon,  became  singularly 
ofol  and  humiUatiD^.    It  was  then  that  she  mel  ^stSomft 
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du  Defiiind,  mu]  readily  accepted  her  propoaalol : 
her  aa  "  demoiselle  de  compagoie." 

The  cold  and  selfish  Madame  da  De&ud  treated  her  JooDf 
dependent  with  little  kindnesa.     She  made  her  sleep.  like  I 
duting  the  day-time,  and  ait  np  all  night,  in  order  to 
aload  tu  her.     This  unnatural  mode  of  life  coni{>li-tcly 
stroyed  the  health  of  Mademouielle  dc  Lespinasse.     The 
real  consolation  she  found  in  this  melancholy  position 
the  frit'odahip  of  D'Alemheit,  the  fiieud  of  Madame  da  1 
fluid ;   and,  as  we  hare  already  mentioned,  the 
soil  of  Ma^me  de  Tencin.     Evea  without  any  ngard  ta  tiM 
penonal  petits  t>f  ilademoi^Ue  de  Leepinaaae,  the 
I)eart«d  D*.UemI>ert  c«nld  not  but  feel  deep  sympathy  fur  I 
IViendless  ^1, — like  him,  the  unacknowledged  eSsfiiag 
guilty  love.     The  subdued  gentleness  witlt  which  she  biin  1 
caprices  of  her  despotic  mistress  moved  him  more  deejily  d 
Mademoiselle  de  Lespinasse,  touched  with  the  intcr^sl  h«  f«l 
iu  her  fate,  returned  his  proS'ered  friend^p  with  all 
ardour  and  enthusiasm  of  her  nature.     The  lonelioeia  i 
suffenng  which  embittered  her  early  youth  seemed  to  hsN^ 
added  only  new  Lntenaity  to  the  natural  ferrour  of  ber  (e( 
inga.     Besides  the  friendship  of  D'Alembert,  Mademoiseik  i 
IiespiiiaaBe  idso  derired  ex({iusit«  gistificatioD  from  the  i 
course  of  the  select  company  which  met  at  the  hnuss  i 
Hadame  du  Deffi^d.     Few  women  were,  indoed.  so  i 
adapted  as  she  wag  for  intellectual  pleasures  :  she  revvDed  i 
them,  with  a  keeunesa  and  vivacity  whuUy  unknown  to  b*^ 
unim]«itssjt>nt-<d  iiiistrvss.    This  instantaneous  impresiioo,  nadt-i 
on  her  mind  by  whatever  was  excellent,  rendcre<i  the 
of  Mademoiselle  do  Lespinasse  extremely  seducinjt  for  mcM 
talent.     She  pleased — not  merely  by  her  own  pcr«iou;d  i 
tioBs,  great  as  they  were,  but  still  more  by  the  evident  deM^ 
■he  received  fnmt  the  wit  and  eloquence  of  those  to  whom 
she  listened.     This  singular  vividness  and  delicacy  of  pnoep> 
tion  seemed  to  be  cummunicatiTe  ;  and  seldom  was  aqytidag 
good  or  excfllent  uttered  in  the  presence  of  MademaiMlb  dt 
LespmasBo  without  having  been  genoiliy  felt  and  \ 
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■  The  viat<irs  of  Msdame  du  Dcfikod  soon  discovered  tha 

jltrnctions,  both  persooal  and  mental — for,  before  sbe 

I  the  xmall-pux,  3f  Adc-mots£lle  de  Lespiuasse  was  of  a  very 

jtgiBg  A«ii«ct — of  her  companion ;   but,  iu  order  not  to 

dte  tbt  jodlousy  of  their  hostess,  they  avoided,  whilst  in 

■i^jtoo  tnuch  notice  of  Ler  young  dcpwidimt. 

iious,  Luwevcr,  of  enjoying  the  pleasure  of 

f  CMDVoraation  without  restraint,  they  secretly  proceeded  to 

r  room  nHout  an  hour  before  the  usual  time  of  calling  on 

'  du  D<^nd,  who  generally  slept  until  the  arrival  of 

r  gneets.     For  a  Idng  time  Madame  du  Dcffuud  rouiained 

cious  of  th&se  circumstances ;    when  sho,  at  lutigtL, 

'  of  them,  her  fury  was  unboanded.     She  accused  Mode- 

<  >f  the  blackest  treachery,  and  announced 

.:  sing  her  immediately.     Jladcmoiaellti 

it  LesjiinfiAse,  seeing  herself  thrown  upon  the  world  without 

kliiuif  <tr  the  meaua  of  procuring  one,  was  driven  to  despair. 

1  rvproachoa  of  Madame  dn  Deffkud  acted  powerfully  on 

ilion,  and,  in  a  fit  of  that  exaggerated  sonsitiveneas 

l^iraa  to  prove  so  fatal  to  her  peace,  ehe  swallowed  a 

I  of  laudanum.     Timely  remediea  saved  her  from  the  con- 

,ql  tius  ra^h  act;  but  her  health,  already  much 

rwcovcred  tlje  shock  thua  given  to  her  nerves. 

I  Madame  du  Deffiuid's  cold  and  insincere  exjirejaiona  of 

ihe  young  girl  merely  replied :   "  Madame,  it  is  tot» 

No  other  reproach  passed  her  liiw. 

'ha  iKMm  us  Mademoiaelle  de  Le^pinaase  was  sufficiently 

"'Kvired,  tht'y  [lailed.     Their  separation  agitated  the  whole 

I  worlcL     iliuiaters  and  auibasoadurs  look  a  share  iu 

(|iortant  affair.     Al'ter  vaiidy  attempting  to  effect 

n,  which  circumatAces  rendered  impuMible,  the 

lie  liu   Ik'tFund  acpjtruted  into  two  hostile 

,  i  ,.  ,  .  :.     ..J    I  the  whole  Urwn  with  the  bittcruess  of  their 

■vcriiuinationa.     The  partisans  of  Mademoiselle  de  Lcsjiinaasu 

"     ''    "     I  of  cruelty  and  aelfisjineaa  ;  whikt 

iinjiselle  de  Lespiuiiase  as  a  monster 

tude.    Msdauie  du  Dcfirnd  was,  liuwcvet,  a&veK^') 
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bLuned  by  some  of  her  best  and  mi'iat  intimate  frirniiL 
Mai^hiile  de  Luxembourg  famished  llie  a[^>artmeDt  lakoi 
MademoLaelle  de   Leapinasse,   and    old    Presi-lent    Hcsc}} 
offered  to  marry  ber — a  propossJ  which  ebe  dedioed.    TU 
Duke  of  Cbciiseul,  owing  to  the  exertions  of  her  frieiMlii  pio- 
cared  ber  a  pension  on  tbe  kiog's  privy  parse  ;  and  M»rtw 
O&tffiia,  with  her  nnostentatioua  beaeroI^Bce,  mad*  her  i 
yearly  allowiince.     Mademoiselle  de  Lespiiuuae  bdsf  tku 
placed  above  want,  sooq  gathered  around  ber  «  dwioe  humj 
drcle.     If  a  new  academy  bad  been  opened,  it  woold  Ml 
have  esosed  so  deep  a  aensatioo  in  French  society.     Haay  of 
tbe  friends  of  Madame  da  DeSund  deserted  her,  in  nidrr  lu 
juin   her  yoang   rival :    she   imperiously    bade   D'Alembin 
choose  between  her  and  Hademoiselle  de  TimpiTtinnn :  h*  dU 
not  hesitate  to  jnm  the  Utter.     D'AIembert  was  ons  rf  lt»- 
ftiw  iadivtdnaU  who  had  the  power  of  banishing 
Deffand's  ennui :  his  unaffected  manners,  the  calm 
passionate  turn  of  Im  mind,  and  the  engaging  mirth 
ftankness  which  distiugnished  him,  were  all  extiemdy  apt*- 
able  to  her :  the  loss  of  bis  society  occordinglj  embittwJ 
her  still  inure  against  her  former  companion,  of  whon  tk* 
always  spoke  with  tbo  Rtrongest  anunosity.     It  was  die  nk* 
spread  the  report  of  her  marriage  with  D'Alembert — a  MfOt 
she  knew  to  be  false,  fur  it  was  uotoriilisly  O'JUembcrfc 
resolve  never  to  marry — in  or«ier  that  it  might  be  MBpyMtd 
their  connexion  was  not  so  innocent  and   creditable  as  tW 
worid  generally  thought  it  to  !<e.    D^Vlembert  greatly  pwiiltH 
those  attempts  of  his  former  friend  (whom  he  now  called  *■ 
old  viper")  to  injure  MaJeiuoi««ile  de  Lespinaaae;  and  ia&f' 
nantly  declared,  that  though  Madame  da  Demand  might  hew 
no  faith  in  virtuous  women.  %er  opinion  on  this  flal;)ect  kal 
very   little  value.      Mademoiselle   d«  liespinasM,   bomnr, 
checked  the  zoal  of  her  (Heed  :  she  never  allowed  tli«  time 
of  Madame  du  DeOand  to  ha  meutioaed  in  her  preMDCQ  with 
disrespect     She  seldom  sipoke  of  her  fomxr  protactTMi  1miv 
aetf,  bat  when  she  did  so  it  was  with  a  respectful  aad 
rwcrve. 
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er  LU  ruittiire  with  Mailiiiiio  du  DcffuDtl,  D'jUi'ui- 

fcrously  ill  uf  »  conUgioua  fuvtr  :  ho  Ihc.u  in- 

xA  die  tiwrow  and  nnhealtby  lodging  of  Lis  iiuree.  Ilou>- 

tiie  glazier's  wife,  by  vhuta  he  liad  been  brought  up. 

|ika't<ir  nrdered  his  removal  to  a  liealthiur  apartment ; 

hi-re,  reckk'86  of  her  jicrsoiial  risk,  and  of  the  censure  she 

;  icair,  Modem  uiselle  ile  Lesjiiiiasso  took  licr  fiostby  the 

of  her  friend,  refusing  to  leave  him  until  he  wm  out 

ager.     Wlico  he  vvus  amvak'sctnt,  D'Alembert  took  an 

merit  in  the  mime  house  with  her,  nnd  death  aiouo  luul 

vet  of  eeparating   these  tried   ami   dcvoteti   friends, 

or  it  wtis  merely  frieiidBhip  that  united  them,  and  tiot 

per  feiJiiii,',  is  a  tuioatinn  that  has  nften,  luid  very  nst-- 

beou  debated.     The  world  received   their  version  as 

ae  one,  iind  there  is  much  to  cmifiim  it,     D'Alombert, 

to  have  entertained  a  warmer  sentiment  than  mere 

flship  for  Jfaflemitisellu  de  Lespiiiasso ;  but  ho  was  to<i 

lii  experience  a  very  deep  passiion,  and  to  one  of  her 

ht  natitre  any  other  feeling  woidd   senrcely  have  been 

ftble.     He  was,  besides,  notoriuUMly  averse  to  marriage. 

Ma<lemuifleUe  de  Leqiinasso  wished  to  innrry.     A-h 

I  they  niisht  agree  ;  but  it  is  vpry  improbable  that  they 

hnvo  dono  .sj  long,  if  tlieir  connexion  luid  been  of  a 

■  nature. 

koujjli  C4.li  !i!tly  »>f  the  same  giiosta  who  hiid  fur- 

'fiequuiu  no  du  Deffanil's,  the  society  of  Mude- 

»-lle  cle  Lest'inassc  took  a  tone  very  diflerent  from  that 

bad  di.ifinguiahed  the  elegant  and  worldly  visitors  of 

oitveut  Suuit  Joseph.     Ideas  «)f  reform  and  the  doctrines 

'     '    '     iiitiing   to  apitato  ami 

<■  Lespinasse  siJod  with 

aumiiita  and  philosophic  relbnnera    Turgot,  thy  future 

ttw  i,{  otnte;    the  bitter  Moreilct  wiio  t-xponnded  bin 

,  and  whom  Voltaire  nptly  ciiUed  Mord-les,  (bite-tJiem ;) 

E»'AlcmlH!rt,    Mnnnontel,    CliitBtelhix,  aiid    Saint- 

kbtrt,  wet*  her  coi»ht:iiit  guests  :  they  madi!  bet  Vlo^)l5e  \,\\to 

'  poittt  whence  they  dissoininated  tlictv  deic\,nu<sa  vn. 
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fitianrial,  political,  and  literary  matters.  AH  ihe 
of  distinction  ako  visited  Mademoiselle  de  LtsphuuM; 
it  wna  a  sabject  of  some  jealoosy  between  her  and  Mubat 
du  DeSknd  as  to  nhich  of  the  two  ahould  bave  moat  Eo^iib- 
men.  Walpole,  taking  JIadame  du  Deffand'a  part,  nfiiaad  «o 
Kee  lier  rival ;  Hume  contrived  to  be  on  good  torms  nilk 
both.  It  was  at  the  house  of  Madcmoiiielle  d«  Lffa— » 
that  all  Hume's  Parisian  friends,  as  Trell  as  their  Lwtii  awl 
D'Alcmfaert,  concluded  that  he  could  not  well  avoid  pobUilf 
alt  account  of  bis  diaciiKsioiis  with  Rousseau,  and  dimw  iB 
the  circunistancea  of  that  celebrated  qn-irrel.  The  boinU 
d'esprit  were  also  social  tribunals,  which  decided 
portitnt  question  connected  with  literary  nmttera. 

All  the  accounts  left  uf  the  society  of  Mademoisdlt 
Ijeajnnasse,  represent  it  as  one  of  the  most  agreeable  pUea 
Parisian  resort.    There  might  be  seen  every  evening  the 
rntnarkahle  individuals  of  every  rank.     The  church,  the 
and  the  army,  were  as  fairly  represented  in  her  drawing-iWA 
ns  philosophy ;  and  when,  tbmigh  thi.^  happeneti  rarely, 
either   went  to  the  country   or  to  the   play,   all   Pari* 
informed  befurcljand  of  the  important  event.     Mid«moiwP» 
de  Lespinaase.was  perhaps  one  of  the  most  fascinating  waan 
of  her  day.     Many  sarpasscd  her  in  yoath  and  beauty— for 
she  bad  never  been  very  handsome,  and  when  her  society  tk 
fully  fonned  she  had  already  passed  the  golden  days  of  ycolh 
— many  were  as  clever,  and  a  greater  number  stUl  were  iu 
inure  brilliant  and  witty  ;  but  none  equalled  her  in  thai  d 
jiowcr  of  8eduction'~dcep  and  great,  because  iiivolan! 
exHrcised — which  drew  aruund  her  the  most  celebrated 
uf  those  times,     AlademoiijciJe  de  Lespinasse  listouid 
than  she  spoke ;  but  when  she  did  speak  it  was  adminUy : 
uhe  uttert)d,  however,  no  witticisms,  and  none  of  thoM  utifidally 
clever  sayings  then  so  much  in  vogue  ;  mid  which  often  louk 
t  though  they  had  been  pre]>ared  beforehand  for  the  ooofc- 
n   wliif:h  they  were  delivered.     Her  power  wa» 
ely  ijittHeciual :  it  sprang  lees  from  the  activity  of 
tlian  from  the  depth  and  fervour  of  her  feelingk. 
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yttj  temtu  Mcmed  to  say  tliat  she  was  n<vt  forninl  for  hapin- 
tmm :  abo  wna  too  ardent  and  exritublo  fur  this  calui  state  <it 
ttiiiiL     S«<:Uidfd  fron  ii  during  lier  iiTilm[i)iy  youth, 

her  wbiito  xml,  im  n:  •<   fn.<edi)m,  pivu  it.iolf  u[i,  iiut 

to  ordxauj  lovo,  but  t<>  «  bewildering  «nd  intoxicating  [Kusion 
acrar  moant  for  ciirth.  It  wu  tliis  inward  fire  which,  vrhiUt 
jtoauamcd  berlnil  being,  g«ve  lier  so  dee\>  a  clianii,  and  im- 
)  ber  limgaitgo  n  jtnsKion  and  cloquciu'e  mrcly  lurifAwcd. 
mipBCt  to  tLe  society  over  wLicli  bhe  presidt-'d,  M»- 
dnnotsello  de  LespinasM  had  another  remarkable  and  utiJl 
i>ec««».iiy  talent  :  it  was  tliu  infinite  tjict  with  which  she 
;ht  the  m(v»t  opjiosito  characters  iutu  ctmtiict.  and  kept 
together  id  jicrfect  luinncmy.  Wiilimit  ini[io8ing  any 
■iTit  on  conversation,  she  knew  how  to  din'ct  it,  and  (irv- 
:  from  ever  bcpoming  vapid  or  insigniticjinl  :  in  that  age 
ii«a,  ociximiJi-tbed  in  tUo  art  of  guiding  mtcinl  inter- 
• ,  nimu  exc^'ll(<d  her  in  this  ir s|icct. 

I  not,  however,  the  aim  of  dlodemoiwUc  do  Ixrspinasso 

li  eboek  diacuasion  ;  which  was  then  the  spirit  of  every  nicot- 

fae     AQ  lh«  new  work-f  w<re  r« viewed  ami  criticised  in  the 

liable  drawing-rooms,  where  Ihe  acts  of  tht;  government 

u  underwent  a  free  scrutiny  ;  eiroiiniatiince«  c<jtn|i<ilie<i 

s  to  bo  its  own  organ.     The  result  of  this  was,  that  dia- 

"tice.  Were  cjirried  on  with  a  pdite- 

unknovvn  in  Franco;  in  con8e(|ttouce 

|oltti<:al  changes  which  have  ^ille■«  then  occurred  in  that 

□lunuy.     In  a  natiun  ahsulutcly  governed.  party-«pirjt  never 

oald  im  bigh  ;  the  Hevulutiun,  by  roosing  the  [loasions  of 

Ihs  naaaea,  Bututitutcd  a  nioro  energetic,  but  less  elegant 

mij>!i>   of   exprotaing    them.       Mnilomoiselle   de    Lespinoseo 

.   eootiuragod  thi»  habit  nf  diiicuaiiiug  the  qnestionoi  of 

'    I  (o  tliu  nirn  who  osacmbled  in  Iter  boiuo 

i.ans  of  which  Uicy  :il"lerw:irds  utlidned 

eminence.     These  di«cii«ions,  at  the  8,nnie  time, 

•'"•   d.ingeruns    haldt   of  judging   and   deciding 

-<  that  rcijuirvd  the  exorcioe  of  a  calm  and 

iliHitniciL.iUi  uiintL 
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It  OTgnes  greatly  in  favour  of  MsidemoiseUe  de  Les[iiiiaw'i 
attractions,  that  the  distingtilshed  meo  who  were  [icepiOB; 
the  approaching  change  in  the  fnndamcDtal  jirinciplai  d 
government,  gathered  aroand  her  without  any  motives  to  i» 
so  beyond  her  own  merits.  Madciuoisclle  de  L/espdniuse  hi 
no  position  in  society — no  connexions  ;  and,  not  being  taffi- 
ciently  wealthy  to  keep  open  house,  she  only  received  betwm 
the  lioura  of  dinner  and  supper.  Even  D'Alcmbert,  vh 
listened  to  her  with  child -like  docility,  was  confessedly  only* 
secondary  attraction,  when  compared  to  his  friend.  She  wa*  tii« 
only  woman  whom  Madame  Qcoffrin  admitted  at  the  dmx 
she  gave  to  literary  men  once  a  week,  and  over  which  the  jirw- 
euce  of  Mademoisielie  de  Lespiiia^e  shed  a  singular  duno, 
whether  she  listened  to  the  discourse  of  others,  as  he(  ff"n 
Liste  and  unaffected  modesty  prompted  her  to  do,  or  wh«^ 
!ihe  spoke  with  that  flow  of  pure  and  eloquent  language  'vitb 
which  she  was  gifted. 
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him  Luck  to  Simin.     Before  Ms  departure,  the 

Mum  (icelaivd   hi»   passion,  aiiJ   ri-ctived   from 

mlcmdii^lle  de  Lespiausse  the  assurance  that  it  was  returned. 

.  4e  Mi>ra  rumaiued  three  years  iti  his  uative  cuuntry  ;  his 

iltb,  which  WM  n»tiiTaJly  delicate,  liccaino  seriously  itn- 

l;  hi*   parents,   however,   only  waited  for  his  conva- 

I  iu  Ltnier  to  marry  him  suitably  to  hia  raidi.    Thu  cor- 

ondencc  betweun  the  lovers  iras  incessant  during  their 

atiuu  ;  but  the  obstacles  her  paasjon  received  embittered 

of  Matieiuoiselle  de  Lespiiuisse,  and  the  exeolient 

ert,  though    still  devotedly  atl:it:lied  to  her,  often 

i  fri'iu  her  caprices.     Sndi,  however,  was  the  sincerity 

I  nfTcction,  that  it  was  he  who  every  moniing  went  to  tho 

ill  order  to  look  for  the  letters  of  M.  de  Mom, 

B  broiigiit  buck  to  Mademoiselle  de  Le^pinasso  by  the 

I  wakened.     On  learuing  the  illness  of  her  lover,  she 

lilwl  ou  D'Alombert  to  obtaio  from  his  friend  Lorry,  the 

ated  doctor,  a  written  declaration  that  the  climate  of 

''d  with  tho  youn;^  noble,  and  that  iu  order  In 

'  would  be  necessary  to  let  him  visut  Paris  once 

Oa  learuliig  this,  the  fttmily  of  M.  de  Jfora  no  longer 

to  accede  to  his  wishc.i ;  he  vrnn  accordingly  jillowed 

«rt  fiu"  France  :  but  the  fatigue  of  the  journey  was  too 

rhim  ill  his  weakened  state,  and  he  died  at  Hurtleaiix 

aving  seen  once  wore  tho  wom.in  he  had  80  ardently 


lie  de  Lr-  '  V, rtj  oTcnvboliiied  with  grief, 

1  tjiue  mIh:  liuoiL     llc-giet  for  the  death 

'  hfT  lover  was  tbouglit  to  bo  the  roaaou  of  her  failing  health ; 
i!  was  not  the  case  :  deep  as  that  crief  was,  there  lay 
i^i  her  heart  another  sorrow  deeper  stilL 

1  eof  .M.deMiira.Madeinoiscllede  Lcspinassa 
L'liuiit  of  Guibert — a  man  who  then  ranked 
ligh  iit  the  opinlou  of  the  world,  though  n^w  comparatively 
ii.     Ilia  tjiients  were  rcmarkalile,  without  being  of  the 
lor;  the    eei:ret  of  hia  {,Te»t  sucteaa,  especially  wltli 
ir»s  the  nnguixii  ciiarin  of  big  convennvtioa  •,  WSaMiJi, 
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periaif^  B  idea,  bat  in 

I  to  wacj-.  Sach  was  the  po  w  nf  lib  liktiM. 
that,  whcB  he  read  aknd  his  iaifi&Rnt  ti^Kfy  of  tb  "  Oh- 
DteUi:,*  Ik  BCfvr  bOed  to  odto  the  «gk— *  ^.tUp-T-.T.  j, 
hk —dfewwy  who  «D  fek  eoonaeed  thay  bid  bend  a  bmm^ 
pteoe:  it  ««>  aot  alii  the;-  nad  for  thoMdrM  tint  tk 
chsta  was  diaaolivd.  Ibe  chstacter  o(  thk  clever  ata  «» 
a  rimfnTiiMl  si  ambctaoas  and  gmtiwa  feiliBgs  :  the  feo^ 
howcvdV  ^i^atly  pRduBlMSML 

d»  LMfioMM  aw  hni,  aad  the  wahcoil 
ivhk^  he  cm^eed  be^oie,  in  ber  an3«at  ndlt 
deepar  fediBg.    M.  de  Man  was  not  £(ifse<t<a»  bat  he  at 
longer  hdd  the  aana  pbee  in  ber  bwi;  she  idobai  I0 
viitace^bie  gemavm  and  nohie  odnd ;  bat  ibe  cBd  aotWft 
yxi  aa  she  had  krred  fatoi  ooee.    Wbiki  aha  Uraa  ohej«4  • 
faarinatitwi  that  appears  to  hare  be«a  imeaiatiUe,  her  aal 
«aa,  howerer,  batdened  with  grief  aiai  laaofsti.     Her  iaesB^ 
etaacjr  lowered  her  in  her  own  eateem :  aha  felt  beiadf  !»■ 
veoBtag  nnroitby  of  M.  de  Mon,  aad  (hat  fur  ooa  wboat 
fteBngi  towards  her  were  searedy  above  iadifferaioe;  ud 
jet,  notwithsfauidiag  etvty  etnodoa  of  pride,  ahaai^  aad 
ngn/t,  she  still  bfindly  loved  on,  ixwwBnning  ber  being  is  tUi 
vain  stragi^e  agsiatt  a  hopeless  fiaHsinn     The  death  nf  M- 
de  Mon  added  to  ber  griel^  bat  could  not  lessen  ber  oahaffqp 
lava 

M.  de  Onibert  aoon  perceived  the  pasoea  he  bad  tatpired. 
He  felt  nothing  for  Madenioiseile  de  Lcvianaaae  b^yuid  aan 
fttendship — if  bis  fedbgs  went  so  far ;  bnt  his  vanity  was 
flattered  to  see  himaeU  so  aideiitjjr  beloved  by  an  admind 
aad  aecompUshed  wonian.  He  spoke  and  acted  as  thmtf^  hs 
feelingB  were  retunietL  Mademuiselle  de  Lespuiaaae  hSwltd 
hetadf  wilfully :  she  woold  nut  »ce  tLit  3L  de  Guiben  was 
only  yielding  to  the  suggestioiui  uf  vauity ;  that  be  had  00 
real  affection  fur  ker.  For  some  time  the  eeducliua  uf  ber 
n;;ii.rn.re  kept  lier  lover  really  spell-boond,  aad  onder  bor 
banitriiL  But  a  passii>n  so  iurdeut  as  was  beta  eoold  tuH 
^■■ays  be  one  uf  unLrokoi  Berenity.    On  the  first  stoo^f  ax- 
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[Jaiitinn,  SL  de  Ouiliert  reaumtd  his  freedom.  When  he 
«id,  "  Wo  most  love  nn  longer ! "  Mademoiselle  de  Los- 
pinaafl  :tiii(wi:red  with  all  her  remaining  strength,  "Then  I 
Mtmet  livp  I  '*  Ttiiichcd  by  her  despair  he  endeavoured  tn 
•otfie  ber,  and  partly  succeeded  ;  but  ehe  soon  gave  him  an 
V  of  ropeatiBg  liis  assertion  of  inditTereuco  :  and 
-jit  her  ftjr  several  years,  alternately  declaring  that 
la  ilmred  her  feelings,  or  tliat  he  could  never  love  her ;  every 
tine  inflicting  a  deeper  T^'onnd,  tintil  his  nuuriiige  witii 
>t  brxike  the  last  hope  of  MaJeiuaiw^lle  de  Lespinasse, 
tod  wiih  it  ht«r  heart.  From  that  timo  forward  untU  the 
»I)flcb  uf  her  death,  which  occupred  souu  afterwards,  she  only 
piiiisl  slowly  »way. 

It  vtis  whilst  MiidetnoiscUe  de  Lespinasse  thus  coiisnmjil 
liCT  lifi!  in  desjiairing  grief — with  (icoaKronat  g!«Hiim  of  liopt*, 
•dose  transient  sunshine  scarcely  enlivened  the  dreary  desert 
"♦cr  which  she  trod  alone — that  she  juldrcsscd  ti>  M.  de 
Guiliert  those  admirable  and  impaanicined  letters,  in  which 
'«  itciseribes  the  torments  of  her  aoid  with  sueh  painful 
idelity,  that,  notwithstanding  the  errors  of  this  ill-disciplined 
ffttg,  it  is  impoasiblo  to  lay  down  the  book  with  any  other 
II  one  of  deep  and  immingled  pity. 

of  this  singular  eorresjiundeuee — written  whtkt 
iemoiselle  do  Lespinasse  was  sinking  under  the  pressure  of 
I  wid  disease,  and  when  she  was  also  emiervated  by  the 
of  u[>itim,  to  which  her  want  of  rest  conijielled  her  ti> 
-is,  nevertheleas,  full  of  life,  vigour,  and  eloipicnce.     If 
etters  have   not  yet  jiasumed  their  place   amongst  the 
lical  works  of  the  eighteenth  century,  it  can  only  be 
Lto  the  ccvnta^UB  and  despairing  melancholy  that 
1  every  page. 
Mademoiselle  de  Lespinasse  was  painfully  conscious  of  her 
her  letters  are  fiill  of  self-repruaeh  ;  but,  thou^jli  she 
her  misery  to  the  imjuwaioued  nature  which,  accord- 
hcT  -sion,  carried  every  feeling  to  excess,  and 

J6  it  ii  .  for  her  to  love  un-idciatftlYi  ^^ua  ■wwiiA. 

;  turn  txahaaged  her  sufcringa  for  Um5  joj  ol  *j\.\iiit%. 
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VOMAK  IN  PBANCE. 


^     ■*  If  I  Itiul  been  calm,  rcasuuiible,  and  coid,"  abe  obarrnd  i 

one  of  bor  kttere  to  M.  do  OuiiH>rt,  ■  ■'  '  '  "' 
have  liajijieticd.  I  wnuld  Lave 
women  wlio  play  witb  their  fnits,  talkiug  of  the  jntigo 
51.  Monmgicx,  or  of  ibe  entry  of  iho  Uauntu&s  ivf 
iutu  Farm  But,  I  repeat  it,  I  ptohr  uty  miaery  tu  ail  nb 
the  worldly  itiny  rail  hapjiiness  or  |>leasnTO.  1  may  dw;  I 
better  tLiM  tlmu  to  Imve  m-ver  livod." 

Of  the  buniing  cloqtu'ucu  profiisiily  poured  fortb  in 
letters,  extracts  earn  give  no  iidequnte  idea,  thonjjh  tiipy  I 
serve  to  paint  the  state  of  ber  tuiud.     IIow  devji,  in  it«i 
geutleness,  is  the  ivproa«-Ii  f.onvoyod  in  her  answer  to  a  < 
cotninifcaioiittte  letter  of  M.  de  OuJbert    "  Pity  rod,  my  Mb 
b|ft  do  not  tell  mo  that  you  pity  mo."    And  how  nror]i  < 
!'  '    '     ^j  yrhiuh  eonsuiut'd  her  aonl  ia  laid  bwc  ml 


"Ah]  if  you  were  to  know  what  I  suffer :  hc>w  fetrfal 
my  heart  ia  torn  when  I  am  uhandotied  to  myarlf ;  wLeo  1 
am  no  longer  taipportcd  by  your  presence  or  your  me 
Ah  !  then  it  is  that  the  remeti!'  <    M.  de  Moral 

a  fwhng  BO  active  und  80  jn  ,  Umt  I  am  fill 

horror  for  life  and  for  ray  love.     I  abhor  the  erring 
which  ha.s  made  me  «o  guilty  ;  whieh  hns  niajlo  mo  fill  "i^ 
anxiety  and  fear  a  heart  so  tender  and  wholly  dcvnt*")  tii  i 
....  Oh  I  bow  much  was  F  loved  l>y  that  soul  > 
and  energy,  which  bad  appreeutod  and  judged 
and  whieh,  indifferent  to  all  ebic,  luwf  abandoned  itself  to  ' 
want  and  the  delight  of  loving     Thus,  my  friend,  thtu>  wmI 
Utvtsd. 

•*  Several  years  bad  cbpsed,  fraught  with  all  the  oh* 
and  all  the  woe  insejiomhle  from  a  passion  ?  :    •-  ■ 
deep,  vhea  you  came  to  pour  poison  uilo  : 
ay  waste  my  soul  with  doubt  and  rcmi<nio.     Oiu 
rhat  did  you  not  make  me  suffer  !    Ytia  druw  me  »« 
my  love,  .-uid  yet  I  saw  (hat  yon  were  not  mine :  do  ; 
I     ■  I  aU  the  honor  <>1  VW* 

Ii'  ..h  80  luacb  until    W 


MADEMOISELLE  DE  LESPtNASSE. 
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'  My  friend,  I  love  yoi\,  and  that  with  so  mucti 
Undt-rncss,   I  hat  it  is   iaipoissible  your  soni  cau 
Duio  colli  wltilat  listening  to  ino  1 ' " 

Tills  ftyln  is  cjirricil  furtbiT  ittU  in  another  letter,  written 
Diidiiijibt,  on  lUf  atiiiivt'r»,iry  of  M.  tie   Murs'a  iltfceatu." 
ser  dwelling  on  the  virtuM  nf  her  former  lover,  and  on  her 
:  to  liiin  Jit  the  very  epoch  of  hia  dcitth,  in  thoj 
language,  she  suddenly  adds,  without  any  transi'^ 
"  i  lUii  <!}'ing  with  grief :  uiy  eyes  and  my  heart  nra 
of  tears.     Farewell  I    I  should    not   have   loved   you." 
1  tbe  contrast  of  this  sdinple  yet  deep  expression  of  rogre^ 
[  exa-o  'if  her  offence,  before  bo  strikingly  portniycd 
(lier  «verwlt(-lmii(g  remorse  oirly  luuro  ajipnrcnt, 
hute  feelings,  prej-ing  on  a  mind  so  ardent  and  senaitivoJ 
rodueed   Mademoiselle  do  Lespinasse  to  the   verge  or 
lity.     Wlien  she  learned  the  afijiroachiug  marriage  of  M, 
!ie  felt  litTSelf  that  it  w;u»  thus.     "  1  feel  it :  my 
'  on  my  nmdnesa ;  if  I  were  to  become  calm,  if 
Were  restored   to   me,  I  could  not  live  twenty- four 
Do  you  know  the  first  want  of  my  soul  when 
en  violently  «gitat«l  by  pleasure  or  grief?    It  is  to 
I  to  M.  <Ie  Mora  I     I  reanimate  hiiu  :  I  call  him  btu:k  taj 
My  heart  nsts  on  hia  ;  my  aoid  is  poured  forth  befora 
1  ,*  the  wiirzntli.  tlie  rapidity  uf  my  blood  conquer  death ; 
'  I  see  him  :  he  Uvps,  lie  breathes,  for  me  ;  ho  hears  me ; 
'  brain  is  aa  fire,  1  no  longer  need  illusion  :  tnith  itself 
ute  mc.   Ves,  you  are  not  more  present,  more  perceptible  i 
►  nfliwes,  than  M.  do  Mora  has  been  for  the  last  hour,  . 
*finE  creatnri!  t  he  has  forgiven  me  :  beloved  me  !  ,  ,  ,  Ah  I 
•  dcpp  a  bliss  there  is  in  love  !  Love,  the  sole  principle 
hat  is  beautiful,  of  all  that  is  good  and  great  in  nature." 
ladomciselle  de  Lespinasae  had  borne  the  marriage  of  M.j 
;irativo  calmucsst,  but  it  was  the  natura 
nee  of  manner  whieli  followed  it  that 
I  wiWd  nut  bear.     Qathering  around  her  nil]  the  womanly ' 
ie  which  she  bad  cast  away  so  long,  she  addresaod  hftfl 
Bar  /mier  thus  :— 


VOUAS  IN  FRANCE: 


have  forbidden  myself  complaints  and  reproacko:  it  | 
seemed  to  me  that  it  would  be  base  to  speak  of  mj  nm- ' 

fortune  to  him  wbo  Iiad  caused  it  wilfully Wilknt 

nippositig  jou  to  feel  any  great  tenderness  for  mc,  or  niufa 
interest  in  my  fate,  I  thought  I  might  rely  on  \c\iat  deoeaif 
and  my  nuBfartane  prescribed  to  yoa.  I  waited  ;  and,  alWr 
a  lapse  of  ten  days  since  your  aWnce,  I  received  from  tke 

caatle  of  C a  Qote  vhicli  ia  a  masterpiece  of  indlAtniM 

and  harshness.  It  filled  me  with  indignation.  I  <x)i)Mif«d  a 
fectiiig  of  horror  against  you,  and  soon  afterwards  agiiail 
myself.  ....  Your  marriage,  in  allowing  me  to  know  yoa 
soul,  tias  repulsed  and  closed  mine  for  ertt.  Oh,  no  I  da  mi 
think  thnt  I  slmll  full'tw  your  advice,  and  take  my  modcb 
from  tho  noveb  of  Sfadame  RiccobonL  Oh !  how  deeply 
your  comparison  between  my  misfgrtuue  and  that  incident  la 
tlie  novel  wonnded  me  !  How  cold  ana  deficicut  iii  delio 
you  then  appeared  to  ijie  !  and  how  much  abovo  yoa 
thought  myself  by  feeling  that  I  was  capable  of  a  paasioa  ; 

cottSd  not  even  understand I  will  not  tell  yoo  thatj 

wiah  for  your  friendship,  or  that  I  have  any  for  you : 
charm  and  pleasure  of  this  feeling  ia  the  coiifi deuce  on  wL 
it  is  founded ;   and   you   know  whether  your   actions 
general  conduct  were  likely  to  inspire  me  vith  any.     Fa 
weU  I — allow  me  the  impulse  of  pride  and  vengeance,  wh 
makes  me  find  pleasure  in  declaring  that  I  forgive  yxm,  i 
tliat  it  ia  no  longer  in  your  power  to  make  me  know  ; 
hcnsion  and  grief  under  any  aspect  whataoovcr," 

With  this  last  effort  of  pride  and  injured  love,  the  atmtg 
of  Mademoiselle  de  Lespinasse  deserted  her:  alie  wrote 
more  to  M,  de  Guibcrt,  and  died  silently :  carrying,  a»  i 
Ihouijht,  her  secret  to  the  grave. 
The  death  of  MadcmoiscUe  de  Lespinasse  waa  an  event  log 
It  in  French  society  :  she  was,  however,  more  r<!gi«ltcd 
'  acii«aintnncca  than  by  her  friends,     Thb  was  uatunJ 
A  sold  80  absorlted  by  passion  ns  was  hers  couKl 
f  be  adapted  for  the  calm  and  gentle  ufllces  of  Crieuda 
t  tho  latter  portion  of  her  life,  the  society  over  wfaii 
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•hi  fnmiad  had  oven  bcrtme  burdensome  to  her.  She  wns 
■Aao  ohlifced  Ui  leuvu  Iirr  drawing-room  in  an  uuoonlrnUablo 
bmA  of  grief,  ut  o^J<^r  to  (u.-ck  some  retirerl  gp)t  wlicrc  she 
IM^|bt  wcvp  and  tuoiim  alone.  Nutwitbstniiding  tliu  iilteni- 
tiuo  id  Iter  behaviour,  from  wliich  he  Lad  suffered  more  tbnii 
uay  one,  IVAJcmbcrt  never  censed  ti»  deiilorL'  the  loss  of  lln- 
dcmniaeUe  de  LeDpiuat^v.  Oti  heanttg  uf  her  death,  Madame 
da  DrfiiuKl  pcttiKhly  excljuined,  "  if  she  hud  only  died  liftecii 
t-i-»r>k  aooncr,  I  iihould  not  liave  lost  D'Alenibert!"  A  touch- 
uenl  sologj,  vorthy  of  the  heart  of  her  by  whom  it  was 
xedL 

I  long  bclicTcd  that  grief  for  the  death  of  M.  do  Mora 
1  auried  M;idcuiiiiw.<llc<  de  Lcspinasse  to  the  grave.    The'  jmb- 
,  of  hor  letters  to  >I.  de  Guibcrt  first  revealed  the  error 
mitetj  of  this  uuliappy  woman ;  whoM  Ardent  fcHibogs, 
I  uffprem.ittiiiily  from  Ihc  world 
I  ahc  i  y  ill  the  course  of  a  brief  lifi:. 

Then  U  ia  the  ati  <:ter  and  destiny  of  Madcmoi- 

de  Lc*J>in.TAsc  a  m^  :..i  tnuanilig  that  should  not  be  fyr- 
She  ettiLudiiil  the  sutferiiigs  <i(  Uie  ivge  in  her  love 
Mnuwik  She  was  separated  front  iL  de  Mom,  whom  she 
vonlil,  ptriiApB,  have  never  ceased  U)  luvc  |jut  fur  that  sepi- 
ratino  ;  and  she  liMt  the  love  uf  il.  de  Guibert  beoauae  lilio 
«««  (I  '  '   I'lim  and  ntdilc  woman.     Like  Rousican,  sbo 

bail  a. ,  lowanU  demiicmcy  ;  luid  for  betiig  silent  and 

,  tike  iicr  gripf^  thutte  afipiratioDs  wi<re  not  the  loss  dcen 
—  ••■-ratic  world  in  wliich  she  lived,  by  which  she  wn? 

.J  and  admired,  whore  she  might  luvu  but  waa 
to  bo  lovi-d  in  p'tiirn, — not,  nt  le.ist,  by  a  piiro  aad  hoaJ 
ilila  Kn-e, — had  grown  udiouii  to  her.  If,  like  RoiUMaO^ 
lite  Iwd  nut  beonne  ooa  uf  the  vuicea  of  Ibo  age,  it  wm  be- 
^Bae  aba  waa  a  vuuian,  atid  that  her  sorrows  wen:  eaaentioUy 
BhwBhr.  She  skrauk  from  e.<c[jotaug  them  to  public  acorn. 
DTAlembcrt  hitnix-lf  never  knew  of  her  love  for  M.  de  Guilicrt 
tsotil  after  her  de,ith  ;  wheu  he  was  ]>,uufully  idfueted  by  dix- 
covering  that  it  waa  not  only  Af.  de  Mom  whom  idic  hod  prv- 
Icnvd  Ut  him,  but  that  there  was  oLm  another.  J 


WOMAS  IX  FRANCE. 


Tkb  whoh  life  ol  ICadenMiaeDe  de  Lespiniwrfi  wu  t  ml 
thoQ^  vaia  protest  agaust  th«  conrcntioiiiil  society  fern 
which  sh«  hiul  8affet«d  so  muck.     She  was  ailest  onder  her 
aaaovn,  not  ootj  iat  tbc  naaooa  tintdj  mcntioDfd,  lat  >lm 
becanse  bar  aikiqawiw^  tiumgik  ietp,  wm  leas  tJie  eloiinciMili 
guuxa  tbaa  tku  of  a  ikqiairing  and  broken  heart    Had  ila ' 
beeQ  happy  and  b«doT«d,  her  name  wodd  miw  be  aoutdr 
known  :  she  mxild  be  remembeted  as  one  uf  the  aoooop&htd 
women  of  her  toaea ;  bat  the  iew  liteniy  prodactioos  ihe  bi 
UR> — and  the/  are  idngalarly  alight  and  nnlaterestiiig^wuBld 
have  inevitab);  giren  a  most  enmeotts  opinion  of  her  miai 
Her  power  was  not  creatire,  as  that  of  geuins  alwaja  is ;  lot 
if  she  eomld  not  eooceire,  die  felt  dceplj,  and  expreated  hcf 
fee&^§s  with  beart-reoding  troth  and  bittemem :  andyt  ' 
is,  aa  we  hare  already  said,  a  deep  social  meaning  in  Ii> : 
Slio  was  one  of  that  vust  nialtitiide  who,  though  snnoanM 
mid  amtaminated  by  the  soepdcal  and  comipting  influenceici 
the  eighteenth  century,  had  yet  in  them  the  gmn  ot  a  nobkr 
nstnre,  and  yesniod  far  a  purer  and  freer  air  than  the  heakd 
and  artificial  atmosphere  tfaey  breathed     Those  aspir"'''~ 
townrds   excellence   marked  the  last   days   of   Loaii 
reign,  and  tlie  ■  -f  Lis  successor's  sway,     Tipy  ii  re- 

told the  comiuu'  u,  and  the  existence  of  a  v,ut  <ii>-_ 

ooulcut  which  nmdered  it  lueTi table. 

How  many,  like  Rt.msse*u  or  HadcnioiseLle  de 
wure  then  crusht^d  by  those  social  distiuctiotis  which  they 
deeply  despised     How  many,  like  thum,  by  th<. 
private  expre^on  of  their  feelings,  hastened  the  u 
hateful  t^fanny,  until  it  fell  ovcrwhcbned,  in  tlie  unirend 
reprubntion.     Democracy,  however  mist  ' 
may  assume,  m  but  the  o[>cn  expression  ■■ 
known  suffvrijigs  of  the  miilthude.     Thus,  when 
at  hand,  every  token  uf  the  times  assomi-s  no- 
i  there  imiy  be  found  deep  sigriificouco,  even  in 
of  a  lonely  woman's  heart 


CHAPTEn  VIL 

f — VfrUTESCX  OF  THE  BUKEAUX  D'ESPRIT. 

I  iif  Ihe  fow  \rnmeu  whom  Mudiirae  de  Tencia  admitted  to 
•owarcls  tLu  close  i>f  htr  life,  was  a  quiet,  middle- 
^e,  unassuming  jJike  in  dress  and  manner,  and 
[  iLuliUBe  Grotfrin.  '•  SLe  conres  here  to  see  wliat  she 
out  of  my  inheritance,"  Madame  de  Tentin  often 
with  a  smile,  to  her  friends.  Madnme  Geoffrin'a 
;  was,  iudfod,  i<}  become  personally  aixiuninted  with  the 
boit  men  wbo  met  iit  the  house  of  ti)c  ex-nun,  in  order, 
arret  Ler  domiae  tihould  occur,  to  gather  them  around 

lladiune  do  Tencin  waa  neither  annoyed  nor  disturbed  by 
:•'  i>f  her  visitttr'a  intentions ;  she  received  her 
ti  gave  Ler  some  professional  advice.  The  fol- 
;mauui  is  characteristic  of  the  douor  :  "  Be  compliiisant 
irery  man  you  know :  though  nine  out  of  ten  should  not  care 
;  fur  yim,  the  tenth  may  live  to  prove  a  useful  friend." 
•ly  axicording  to  this  precept,  Madame 
tLi^  spirit  of  the  ndviw  she  bod  re- 

>Ie  Tencin,  the  bourgeoise  effectixi 
I  succeeding  to  her  power.  She 
tJj  enlarged  the  cireio  of  her  predecessor,  and  may  be  aaid 
We  (onttdcd  a  new  society,  which  rivalled  that  of  Madame 
I)ol&t»d  ;  between  whom  and  Madrtme  Geoflrin  there  ac- 
an  open  and  histtng  feeling  of  enmity. 
|1'  -it  of  worldly  distinction  wLieh  then  pos- 

the  membets  of  every  claaa  of  society,  that  induced 
anx!  Uoofinii  to  ojmt  a  bureaux  d'eaprit.    She  ktvow  ^•iX 
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Jtlic  hud  lie  1 
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of  eniiiient  raeu.     Her  love  of  eiupire,  moreover, 
desire  to  nile  quietly  over  an  sdmlrcd  literary  court. 
was  ncitbor  extremely  witty  nor  even  educatetJ,  sihm  nhi 
nut  knnw  how  to  ajicll  ;  but  literature  njni  i  ' 
tlit'ii  all  the  rage  ;  Jlitdame  Geoffriu  complieil 
vailing  tone,  And  opened  her  house  to  the  philo80[>hic 
Notwittislanding  the  deficiencies  of  her  edii  '.'wi^ 

fitted  for  her  aelf-ap^HiiuteJ  task  :  her  oxo-  ■  .1 

Icivcc,  anil  tlcop  knowledge  of  the  world,  ndjiptcd  her 
ably  to  lead  and  cuuciliate  the  vain  and  irritable  sect  i 
nndertalcen  to  patronise. 

Fler  t.act  and  kindness  soon  rendered  her  house  one 
rendezvous  of  the  Pari«iaw  world.  Her  power,  in  time, 
txH-ome  so  high  that  all  tlie  Qurman  cotirts,  that  ha>l  u] 
teiuaioiia  to  pliiloBJ-ipliy,  duly  paid  correspondent!*  to  i: 
them  of  the  subjects  diacusserl  by  her  cirde.  One  of 
acta  of  Catherine  U.,  on  aacendiuj;  the  imjierial  Uu 
Knxaa,  was  to  send  a  salaried  eoinmissioncr  to  dit  Qi 
Madame  Oeoffriu  ;  who,  by  Uer  coiutummate  toct^  \ui 
cccdcd  in  roiidering  it  the  European  school  of  bon  ton, 
dnme  Geotfihi's  girat  study  in  life  had  becii  to  gnia 
aci|uaiutanee  with  the  wcjrld  which  waa  iieceLssary  t<»  tha 
tion  she  intended  tn  nsaiirae  :  nho  »oon  exc«lled  in  ikui 
ledge,  which  (supplied  the  deficiencies  of  her  cducalioD. 
4he  was  niit  versed  cither  in  litjcrature  or  in  art,  fibe 
around  her  authors  and  artists,  and  by  ib«teiiing  ^  ptopa 
never  Mpcukiiig  on  what  she  did  not  uudeitslaud,  urn 
presiding  with  infinite  grace  and  judgment  over  thdr 
ings. 

MatJamc  OcofTrin  was  ntd,  however,  a  mere 
ahc  had  leanicd,  in  thu  intercourse  of  pensour.  .. 
whom  she  adroitly  induced  to  visit  her,  that  peculiar  pin 
logy,  ex(piisitely  i        '     '  •  vcn  in  its  i ' 


the  "  style  de  gri 
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No  ...  . 


HAD^StE  OEOFI'UtX. 


Wo 


pr  •  and  shrewdnc-'j  vt  her  iiiitid.     The 

lui..-  i...  .i.in  iwvur  3oaixnl,  however,  above  her 

km :  xlic  wiu  ns  essentially  a  modest  and  eetisible  boor- 

"'    Itme  du  DefTand  was  a  brilliant  and  EpicurcMi 

^  world.     Till?  fikiiiine^  of  her  [lOiDtiu,  and  tht' 

«iiuj)Udty  of  her  attire  ;   the  manner  in  which  she 

kded  her  house  with  all  the  luiurions  comfortii  of  wealth, 

^fenn  its  ostentatious  <>clat ;  and  her  oTvn  timidity,  gootl 

,  miogled  thrift  and  beuevoknoc,  were  idike  charac- 

thc  middle  claaseit  of  life  to  which  she-  bidonged. 

pA  ma,  like  everything  about  her,  qniet  and  mipreteod- 

K  it  DovcT  step!«d  bej'oiid  a  certain  circle  :  she  of tcu  gave 

lit!  most  ingeuiuiw  ideas  a  homely  and  even  commonplace 

Her  repartees   are  geiicratly  too  idiomatic   tt>  l>ear 

ation,     A  person  waa  ouc«  speaking  iii  her  presence  ot 

lAbbtf  Trublet,  a  man  of  little  talent,  but  who,  by  Uving 

t«  intercourse  of  FotitcJielle  and  other  tjdented  men,  had 

»(i  B  certain   degree  of  tiict  and   cleverncsa,      "Ahi" 

(Madiune  Geoffrin,  with  her  usual  bouhomie,  "  c'est  un  vtit 

'  d'esprit" — a  /miI  raUitd  itvtr  with  uit,  may  give  some 

Lof  her  rocatiiiig.     This  bon-mot  had  immense  success,  the 

being  very  much  disliked.     There  was  still  more 

her  observalidd  coiiceriiintj  ilicheliou  aud  Voisenon, 

InwKt  corrapt  men  of  the  age.      "  TLeae  two  men  art, 

'pluehures)  of  great  vices."     Rut 

ami  that  which  nhewa  best  the 

OOGS  and  worldly  knuwiedge  by  which  she  was  so  much 

bed,  is  that  which  &!ie   addressed   to   her  friend 

lie  bad  writtiin  a  work  containing  diMulosiines  on 

|eourt  of  Kussiii,  and  from  the  publicatifin  of  whied  be 

\jn  ilerive  consiJcniblc   gains.      Jladarne  licolfnn, 

kiD;^.  on  the  contnity,  that  tlii»  work  might  bring  him 

^1  liim  ft  lar^'e  wira  to  suppress  it^     Rul- 

i  elcg.int  <li:i:I:imation  ugaitist  the  meanness 

aoncy  in  ordi'r  to  conceal  the  truth.     Mitdamc 

him    to    the    end,   she   then   quietly     taid, 

ijw  iBUfJj  mora  will  jou  li»w,  Rulliiirel"     NVt«n  V\aa 
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anecdote  was  related  by  Rullii'-re  Lim-^lf  tu  tJa-  IVin.v  '^ 
Sclioniberg,  tUe  latter,  forgetting  wi  llit  [•p.-wnce  <if  wb  a 
he  was  speaking,  enthosisaticalty  oxcUinied,  "  Ah  I  (faM  nk' 
lime !  '* 

It  was  not  often  tbat  HadamG  G«o&in  iodulged  in 
t-isms  :  she  "vriis,  at  the  some  time,  serere  and  'mid 
Her  t<'inper,  wliiuU  she  tofk  great  pains  to  subdue,  «m  Ij^ 
nature  somewhat  bnjstjue  &tid  impattcat ;  but  her  jndgOMBt 
was  calm,  ami,  as  she  was  perfectly  onimagiii  ■'  '  ojuU 
acldom  be  deceived  in  lier  opinion — rarely  a  1^'  ■.•Uf— 

nf  the  churat'ters  of  tliosti  around  her.  Bnt,  whilst  expcricBM 
of  the  world  rendered  her  a  keen  judge  of  human  fuibleg^  tiir 
kindness  of  heart  made  her  deal  getttly  with  the  emn  *ii( 
saw  most  clearly.  "To  give  and  forgive"  was  her  muim 
throughout  life  ;  and  no  one  ever  accused  her  of  having  biW 
in  airrying  it  into  practice.  So  far  did  she  extend  her  la- 
Ii<>ar!Uic«,  even  with  regard  to  the  moet  trivial  nuitten, 
fhe  held  it  a  duty  to  listen  as  attentively  to  tJie 
s[)«cehcs  of  a  fool  as  to  the  brilliant  and  arousing  diM^ouo) 
ft  man  of  wit  "  Besides,"  ahe  philosophically  niMcd,  »! 
cxplaiidug  this  theory  to  a  friend,  "  if  you  let  a  fool  alooa, 
will  talk  about  himself;  and,  let  hiui  he  ever  so  fooii^ 
is  ft  subject  on  which  he  can  acareely  f;ul  to  become  in«i 
and  eloquent"  The  close  and  ever-attentive  obaenw 
human  nature  is  betrayed  by  this  remark. 

It  was  this  calm  good  sense  and  gentle  forbeonnee  th»^ 
constituted    iladnme   (Jeoffrin's   grerit   iittraction.      She  v** 
honcvolonl ;  bnt  tijuse  who  had  no  benefit;;  to  derive 
her  snnght  her  company  as  eagerly  as  those  whom  ahe 
She  did  not  dazde  like  Madame  du  Deflkud.  '     '     '.    .'e 
Mademoiselle  dc  Lc'^jiinasao  ;  but  she  bad  a  i 
charm  of  her  own.     Without   much  origiiiahty,  xrithi 
tiuiiiid  knowledge,   and   even  witliotit   anything 
brilliancy  or  imagination,  the  ijniet,  proMucal  boimwoiw 
cist*d  a  power  whicJi  was  widely  fdt.     N 
JiiT  once  in  her  own  house,  neatly  but  m 
Mtuiag  by  the  fireude  in  \i«it  \&rge  «xm^^\x,>MX  '^uid 
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bided  on  her  knees,  her  gentle  coiintenance  beAming 
folucsii,  'ttkikt  slic  ocaisionnlly  uttrrLtl  onu  uf  her 
but  dear  and   ijcuetrotiug  niunrka — no  one  who  bad 
'    Ard  her  thtts,  but  wished  to   nvv  more  i>f 


'  U  w»s,  indeed,  like  a  mother  in  the  midst  «i  her  children, 

lit  UaiLuiie  Geofinu  presided  over  the  circle  slie  hwl  ^atlirred 

oimit  Iter.     She  listened  to  her  friends,  ai>iike  yvty  littlo 

I  and  was  never  ajsliamed  of  confessing  her  isrnorante. 

it  t"  «aid  siie,  when  fiu  Italian   alb(5  once  wiahed  tn 

I  to  Ler  a  grmniniif  of  his  native  hinguage,  "  dediciite 

■.  when  I  do  not  even  know  how  to  aiwll  I" 

she  exerciised  a  direct  and  motlieriy  control 

■  Ler  gitesls.     Tbey  were  not  to  attack  the  state ;  their 

opbjr  was  to  be  of  the  most  sttber  cast ;  she  would  not 

loud  or  carufest  discnssious  even  on  literary  subjects  : 

Dg  was  t»  he  quiet,  cuuijioMcd,  and  niodenite,  like  her 

linga.     Though  slie  aoircely  iipjiearcd  U>  interfere  in 

teQTenintions  going   on   around    her,  Madame  Geoffi'in 

I  the  meiiua,  by  her  infinite  tact,  to  set  to  it  tlie  precise 

alu  wished  it  to  have,     Shu  was  naturally  too  timid 

IcMtious  In  tolerate  the  ]>ltilotw.)i)hic  exiiggeratiotm  iif  her 

It  soon  became  notorious  in  •'  the  holy  philosopliic 

as   the   f(hili>s<niher8   very  irreverently  styled  their 

^"  would  by  no  means  allow  imj>ni- 

■  ttay  t   tb.is.c  who  freqiieult-d  her  house 

;  Doccss:mly  toibtuit  to  the  regulatioua  aho  thought  lit  tt> 
ak 

bongli  »he  llius  set  very  firm  bounds  to  the  intellectunl 

which  Was  tlio  very  spirit  of  pliihisnjiliy,  Madame 

was  tenderly  loved  by  her  fiicnda.     Few  cuuld  rtoist 

iLo  charm  of  ber  abrupt  but  inesLauslible  kindness  of  heart, 

' '  '  'Vo  withstoui}  this  attractiiiii  found  iior 

I  artiea  tito  aibuualjly  organised  to  bii 

pmn  oil  iur  want  tit'  a  tittle  complaisance  on  their  piu-t. 

ne  OeoflKn  wns,  however,  thought  to  carry  her  empire 

a«s  loo  &r.    Sut  Kiitisfivd  wttli  c\ic<;kui^  VW  tt^wv 
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flicin  of  opinion,  she  wished  to  interfere  in  tiiQ  prii. "     '   ■■ 
of  her  friends :  alwajs,  it  is  true,  with  the  objinA  <.' 
ing  thorn  some  service,  whether  in  the  skipe  of  iuivi 
petitiniary  assistance.     She  waa  proud — and  witii  r 
her  consummate  knowledge  of  the  world;   .m  il 
flattered  more  her  good-natured  TanitT  ttian  tc 
in  delicate  matteia,  so  she  was  not  a  little  motU-.-  .  _-. . 
counsels  were  either  rejected  or  despisod.    Otw  of  l*r  (mub- 
mental  muxima  was,  that  poor  literary  men  wew  bin 
main  single.     If,  in  epite  of  her  advice,  aoiSM  nw- 
thought  fit  to  marry,  »ht>  was  extrtttnely  kngiy  iritb  lum ;  f0- 
invariably  ended  by  relenting,  Tisiting  Ms  wife,  ^lOklin^  tk* 
chUdren,  if  there  were  any,  and  dmng  oveiylhing  in  hia"  (»"» 
to  lighten  the  btirtlen  of  an  increasing  tamUy. 

But  though  Madame  Oeoffriti  was  an  actrvs  «riii  Sm» 
terested  friend,  she  was  not  copable  of  expcrienottg  tk«  biw 
and  devoted  feelings  which  can  raise  friend&hip  ti>  tiic  he^ 
nf  a  passion.  Her  friendship  was,  like  her  benevulenee,  with- 
out the  tenderness  whiah  ^ves  those  feelings  thsr 
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iken  to  hide  her  Itive  intrigues.     Shr 
V ,  had  uii  iijwrtment  in  a  eoiiTfiit,  and  a 
fcw  in  the  cliiircJi  of  the  Capuciiis  ;  bat  nil  tliia  wns  conducted 
firofoumJ  niyst<iry,  and  Btucliously  conctiiled  fruiu  her 
vi*.   Th'iA  fart  givca  a  very  fcircililo  opinion  of  the  singular 
Bfic  tlic  [iliilositiiLcrs  cstTcised.    At  llti?  stime  tinie,  und 
iladamt!  GeofTriii  owtd  to  the  ['ositiim  sho  had  as- 
KBiai  the  title  oi  foster-mother  of  the  |ihilosopherR,  she  never 
*      '  '  ■'      '!>  i-iia  of  Didetxit,  or  tho  doctrines  of  Hulvttius. 
illy  Ijelongcd  ti>  her  society ;    but,  though 

P«»a  attached  tii  them  peim>ttally,  she  fuund  the  means  of 
edy  dropping  their  public  ac<jtiajntAnce ;   in  couscfjuence 
'  _  ul  wliicli  they  joinwl  the  scwiety  of  Baron  d'Holbach.     This 
"^  ctcd  withiiut  t!ie  least  Mut,  which  Madame 
.ired  niiJ  dislLked.     IIlt  subserviency  to  the 
ot  the  world  was  well  known  amongst  her  frieuds, 
ftscertain,  by  the  scarcely  perceptible  v.-iriations  of 
ir,  tiioir  jiosition  in  society.     When  Hulvetiuii  hud 
1  bin  cclebrat»d  and  much-condemned  work,  lie  Inngh- 
i — "  I  shall  easily  know  the  effect  it  has  produced 
public,  by  the  manner  of  Madame  Uttoffriii  ou  our  next 

wealth  of  Mjidaisu  Geoffrin  allcivred  her  to  indulge  in 
1  benevolence — and  alio  seems  to  have  been  munificent  iu 
guUr  degree — aa  well  as  in  tho  hospitahty  she  gave  t« 
vithctut  any  detriment  t»  her  forttiiic.     Her  has- 
!  not.  verj-  clever  man,  dhiwcd  hia  wife  to  in- 
-I  to  tlie  fullest  extent,  and  contented  himself 
I  iai>erintcuding  the  costly  entertainments  slie  gave  to  her 
by  many  of  whtmi  he  was  only  known  as  "  the  old 
who  sat  iu  a  coroor  sayinj;  nothiitg," 
cty  which  pilhcred  nround  M:idamc  Ueofl'rin  was 
|itrtly  of  Uie  disciples  of  Voltaire,  aud  purtJy  of 
uf  RuuHcaa ;  though  she  tolerated  the  friends  of  tliu 
"       very  ill   ophiiiiti   of  his  i' 
ly  loue  of  which  was  nui 
iu»  phiae  btT  mtber  jad'zmcai.    We  have  titt»A^  %aiiii,  >Jwa.>. 
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Madame  Ge<tflnii  did  Dot  allow  great  freedom  of  iIiMTU<«k'« ; 
but  she  only  moderated  the  imprudence  of  hbr  frk-udi :  >lit 
^d  not  seek  to  guide  them,  fur  tbe  rcttsna  tiiat  bIic  htnl  f<^ 
opinions  of  her  own  on  the  subjects  tliey  dixcusseil.     Thuv 
notwithstanding  her  prudence  and  cautitiut-iKis,  tlje  *>«-jrt» 
which  met  at  her  honsc  was  distioguished  for  the  indiriiloii 
independence  of  its  members,     Madame  Oeoffriu  piyt  t«<' 
dinners  a  week  ;  one  destined  to  artists,  and  the  uth«r  to  mr. 
of  letters.     D'Alembert  and  Mademoiselle  de  LcspinoMc  wen* 
present  at  the  latter  of  those  dinners.     D'Alcmbetl,  Klfay^l 
firom  hia  severe  tbongh  beloved  studies,  displayed  that  ir.'nk. 
bojiah  mirth  which  had  formerly  amuBed  Madame  du  Dtflasd 
Mademoiselle  de  Lespinasse,  more  grave  than  her  friend,  uiH, 
latterly,  rather  sad  and  weary-looking,  occagjonally  broke  T  t'i 
from  her  habitual  silence,  to  spenk  briefly,  and  yot  elcxjui  i.:iT 
on  the  subject  discussed  by  the  other  gneeta.     Marivuux — r 
saw  a  finesse  in  all  that  was  said  or  done,  and  who  tor! 
bis  subtle  but  unimsdnative  mind,  in  order  to  gire  an 
genious  turn  to  everjlhing  he  uttennl — was  aI«o  there.    Ilw 
cold  and  reserved  Thumns,  whose  fame  has  suffered  from  (Iw 
proud  indifference  he  felt  for  the  women  of  hi."*  time  ;'  the  d* 
daraatory  Raynal ;  Mairon,  the  learned  ant/ig'>iii»t  of  MadaiaB 
da  Chatelet ;  her  lover,  S^int-Lambcrt ;  the  keen,  »altric*l 
Galianj ;  and  many  now  forgotten,  but  who  then  had  tmr 
day,  were  also  among  the  guests  of  Miidnmc  G<"  '' 
presided  at  these  dinners  with  her  usual  tact,  dii. 
vcrsation  by  oecaainnal  interjections — an  art  iu  ^ln  !: 
celled — or  exercising  Ltr  talent  of  storytelling  for  t 
meut  of  hor  gnesta. 

Besides  the  distinction  vvljich  the  friendship  of  v-  ■*■ 

nntnrally  conferred  opim  her,  the  gentle  Madaue  (_■ 
not  fail  in  worldly  honoura     Stanislaug  Poniatovrski,  wb 
be  was  still  a  Polish  noble,  visited  her  house,  and  was  a  j 
favourite  with  her,  always  calling  her  by  the  eudeariug 
iif  '*  mother."     Hia  extravagance  having  ni.'uio  him  nin 
debt,  lie  waa  imprieoneA  in  YotX  Vtitofit.    \la<luna  G« 
ou  be:irwg  of  his  mis\»a\i,  \iamt&w.\.<is.^  ^\Sa&t;&  ^Cb*  ^«ewBt*:=== 
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cwdltftM.  The  sovereign  did  not  forget  the  dciit  of 
iM  incarrcd  hy  tlie  obscure  nubtu  ;  aiid  when  StauisLius 
I  hum  mised  to  the  tlirone  uf  Poland,  one  of  Ida  first  ncta 
!  to  Madame  Gci'lTiiri>  *'  Mamma,  your  son  iakiiig.' 
her,  in  the  fame  lttU;r,  to  come  and  visit  him  in 
«w.  NotwitlistaiidJug  ber  advanced  age,  Madame  Geof- 
I  emnpliod  with  hi«  refjueat  Her  joarncy  tliruugh  Gcr- 
B/  rasa  complete  triiititpli ;  she  was  eajxncially  received  with 
npiialied  honours  by  the  Empress  Maria  ThiTesa,  ■who  wad 
I  cundiidiiig  her  alliance  with  France,  and  did  not  neglect 
( opportunity  of  shewing  the  esteem  in  which  shs  held  the 
1  over  which  her  daughter  was  to  reign.  Ou  her  arri^Til 
1  king's  pulace,  at  W;\rsaw,  Miidiime  Geofl'ria  wiu  inex- 
oncied  to  find  heraclf  introduced  into  mi  apartment 
'  similar  to  that  which  she  occupied  in  Paris.  The 
of  her  adopted  son,  during  her  sojoitm  with  hiiu, 
marked  hy  the  same  deUcacy  and  gallantry.  Ou  her 
through  Vienna,  ahe  again  saw  Maria  Theresa,  whu 
ntcd  her  daoghtcn  to  her.  Marie  Antoinette,  wheu 
^j>f  Frwioe,  recollected  this  interview,  and  ou  meeting 
r  OeofTrin,  at  a  subsequent  epoch,  reminded  her  of  it 
httering  terms.  Such  wiia  the  iuifHirtjince  iu  which  the 
;  Madame  Getiffriu  was  then  held,  tb.at  the  least  details  of 
Fjourocy  to  Poland,  and  the  letters  which  she  wrote  home 
-,  occupied  all  tlw  imlite  world  of  Paris  during 
'  r  aliseiiee.  She  even  acquired  a  sort  of  political 
r,  or  rather  influence,  through  the  (iieniL*hip  of  Prince 
itz,  one  of  the  distinguished  foreigners  who  visited  her 
■"•use,  Owing  to  her  intervention,  he  aotteued  the  .lifficu'ties 
^iich  Awiuted  Cardinal  Rohan's  embassy  at  the  court  of 


lothing  had  been  wanting  to  gratify  the  ambition  of  the 

l-h«art«d  and  ammble  bourgeuiao  when  the  increasing  in- 

of  old  age  told  her  of  her  approacliiug  end.     She 

the  wnniing,  and  submitted  to  her  fate,  with  calm 

ITfcted  resigjitttion.     The  latter  days  of  her  life  weoi, 

tvr,  embittcre<l  by  the  gnarreU  of  her  iilii\oao\j\i\c  luciii* 
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with  ber  rlaughter,  Madame  de  la  Fort^-lmbftult  ;  wko 
id  ways  manifested  the  greatest  antipathy  for  the  vrholo 
uf  authors  ^ho  visited  her  mother's  hooge,  and  many  i>f  «biia 
were,  she  knew,  wholly  dependent  upon  her  bounty. 
Iruly  refused,  during  thu  last  Ulneas  of  her  mother, 
D'Alembert,  Morellet,  and  Monnoutel  into  her  pi 
I'giug  that  tliey  would,  according  to  the  cu-stom  of  ul( 
Kfiphera  in  such  cases,  have  endeavoured  to  prevent 
Geotfrin  from  fidfilling  her  rellgioua  dntiea.     "^ 
ilicting   this  imputation,  the  philosophers   c 
bittvrly  of  Madame  de  lit  Fcrt6-Imbault*s  conduct,  Mid 
ho  nnrestmined  in  their  language  that,  when  Madame 
jtiirtly  recovered,  she  found  herself  compelled,  by  the  MU 
had  made,  to  tease  seeing  either  her  daughter  or  her  tlwe 
friends.     She  naturally  decided  the  cose  in  favour  of  MadiM 
de  la  FertS-Imbault,  and,  without  wholly  appraving  her  a*- 
duct — which  had  be«n  as  deficient  in  tact  and  wisdom  «  tM 
(if  the  philo^pliers  waa  m  delicacy — die  obserred,  wilb  a 
smile,  "  that  she  had  acted  like  Godefroy  de  Bunillon,  b;  di 
&nding  her  tomb  against  the  infidels."    With  the 
of  D'Alembert,  Iklorellet,   and   Marniontel,  she  turn  iB 
friends  aa  usual,  until  a  relapse  of  her  complaint  caaM 
off,  iu  the  autumn  of  1777  ;  she  wa»  then  in  the 
eighth  year  of  her  age. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  serenity  >  >f  her  last  boun.    Tiir*> 
days  brfure  her  death  twiroe  of  her  frienda,  who  were  aetfi^ 
near  her  bedside,  discussed  aloud  the  mcaos  a  goveiBUMC^ 
[Misic^ud  of  rendering  nicji  happier.     Every  oae  had  gii**' 
kid  opinion  on  the  subject,  when  Madame  Qtottaix,  who  th^^ 
'I'd  acutely,  wakening  op  from  ber  licetning  torpor, <}statl9 
lA  ed,  "  Vou  have  not  spoken  uf  the  duty  uf  gOTeflUBC^^ 
to  procure  pleasures  for  their  subject* :  snfficknt  ottcntid^ 
Ixtis  never  been  paid  to  this  jMint"     The  came  wiah  of  q«ie^> 
piuctical  usdulnass,  which  h.id  been  hor  HwrMtifTJirtif  thsaof^l*' 
^ut  life,  animated  her  to  th»  last 
A'otn-ithstandiug  her  iacihinkMihtft  UndtuAa,  and  mmt^ 
qoaiitioe,  the  exceUent  'bVaAuub  Qi«ftK&Ni«k '««<}'«««» 
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I  .    «<vD  by  thnxe  wbu   hiul  fitrmerl)    (i>ii>c;il   iiinHt 

DmillMr  fnendHbi;).     A  few  tlicri'  wore,  liDWcrer,  like 

BB  Siurd,  tic  antlior'j.  wife,  who  (.Mruld  imt  pass  by  the 

whmx)   Mttdamu  Otjuffriu   hail  ouce   resided,   witlimit 

to  bless  in  their  hearts  the  gutitlc  memory  of  birr 

■•    tficrr  M)  long.      Il'Alombert  felt  the  loss  of 

ly  JfiL'jil)',     MadcnioiKclIo  de  Lesjiiimsse,  with 

lie  liAil  bocn  in  the   hnbit  of  s|tfiidiiig  his  uveuiii^.'s. 

nt  loci(5  lifteii  dtiid,  aiid  ever}'  luoniing  he  went  to  aevk 

in  the  society  of  thtv  kiird  mul  snothing  Madiiuie 

'QooSrin.     "Aliut!"  he  niounifully  e.xdniracil,  wlica  she  too 

«w  taken  fmltr  him — ''  /Ua*  '   I   hnvc  ni>w  neither  pvcnitiL's 

Ntr  tminuni^  left '" 

Tj*  duulha  of  Hume.  Madoniitiaelln  dc  I^^cspin^is-^i-,  iuid 
Undainc  (JecffriD,  occurring,  as  they  did,  within  tlie  >«jmi-e  of 
.  joir,  «nen!  tierioua  losses  to  the  phiJowphie  purty  ;  wliieh 
Qy  declined  in  strength  an  n  coiiipiict  IxjUy,  whilst  il 
r  Mqnircd  new  {«>wer  by  diaaeiuiuating  its  doctrines  more 
^niitf.  The  bureau  d'csprit  of  Aliidamc  (JcoflTrio  nmy  ulracwt 
l*<atuddM«d  as  the  hist  of  its  class.  It  l.>  true  that  she  wiu 
«tlmd  by  Moiltuiie  du  iJeffaud  ;  but  hi<r  society,  ns  Has 
slnorty  bocn  shewn,  wiis  Inttcrly  oidy  the  shmlow  of  what  it 
■MM  had  bcun  :  thu  ill-t<'iiii>er  of  the  scllish,  blind,  old  vomau, 
nptUed  even  her  most  intimat*  and  4»ttiic.hed  fnciids.  The 
tnRiitiioc  t.f  Miulaine  tie'ufTrin  was  great  in  one  mcusc,  iui<\ 
lib  in  another.  It  was  extensive,  bat  not  deep 
'  '  1  '  '      '  .  Ui  pve  them  ix  aoi-uJ  tone,  to  impMl  U> 

""-I'  ical  knowledge  of  the  world,  such  was 

lin  i.l.j.,1,  fipart  from  her  persojud  wws  of  .^rcuring  general 
"•tirua  jind  gt«id-witl.  She  succeeded  in  effecting  hor  aiitj. 
•"•d  wwit  ru>  further  :  she  n'liresscd  the  inipmdcnco  of  sonio 
'  i  ssod  by  her  prolt'i^vi  ;  bill  ab.stiiiiied   from  bii}>-ii 

;lu-in  any  oplniniis  of  her  own  :  siio  felt  her  >l<-\- 
*t»d«i,  4&d  ACtcl  wiwly.  At  the  tniue  time  sihe  pntvetj  lui 
*iu3ti(y  of  c<miqdcmLle  value  to  tlie  eocyclopAiistes,  for  the 
^wtWioM  of  whose  work  aho  is  said  In  biwe  B^nnA  wvj 
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Tlic  "  Encycldp^ilie,"  from  a  ])«r«l7  scientific  imiiertakini 
bod  then  assutncd  tbu  toni.*  and  ttajxirtnntx  iif  a  {inrty  «ffur. 
Tkis    wa^  chiefly   owing  to   the   injudicious  ojif^isitiuo  li 
Goveninicnt,  by  whom  it  was  fnrhiil<len,  ami  :■ 
it  was  imivcrmilly  read.     luflttteil  by  tlieir  su  ■• 
of  the  "  Encycluii6dIo"  henceforth  assumed  tbo  mi«t  aoctamn 
luid  intolerant   tone  :    thty  literally   crushed   all  threiB  *h 
vvnturcJ  to  (jpjM^se  lliem  or  -tln-ii'  ductrinea.     Gilbert, 
unhnjipy  and  giited  iinct,  not  only  dtsil.iined  their  sjiplMix,! 
liut  had  the  audacity  to  expose  their  riiliculcs  in  Lis  adioin^il*' 
(wtirea.     This  independence  jirnved  fatal  to  him  :  pp.rsecnlol 
and  reviled,  he  closed  liis  hi  Ivl  and  tmubled  Iif' 
wliilst  hiuidj'eds  of  iiifu  without  hia  guuius  \^  • 
luiraired  in  every  fiishionnble  drawing-room. 

With  Madame  Guoffrin,  as  we  have  already  said,  dosed  th^ 
bureaux  d'e«jirit.  It  may  now,  perhaps,  be  n.skcd.  What  iuflo 
uRce  did  thosu  asseuiblie^i  cxerctao  over  the  tigl  ' 
tury?  This  ijiflacnue  depended  greatly  on  thi;  .  . 
chnractcri  uf  the  women  by.  whom  it  was  posscsKiL 
aiid  analytic  with  JIi»dam»  du  Tonciu,  artwtic  mi<l  " 
de  hi  Pujiclinirro,  l-rillidnt  und  selfish  when  ex 
Madauiu  du  Detf'aitd,  elcNjueiit  when  by  M:ulcnia 
l/cspinn«sc,  and  half  kind  li«lf  worldly  with  Madaiae  i 
it  was  einineiitly  a.  social  influence  ;  but,  unless  in  the  e«i« 
that  society  rcu'ta  ou  literature,  it  waa  not  literuy. 

Tim  women  of  the  eighteenth   century  rendered 
sittgDlorly  polished  and  elegant ;  but  they  could  uot  ] 
it  froiu  being  t^aiutcd  by  the  evil  tendern-i        ' '  ' 
and  artificial  meetings  a.i  those  they  pre.' . 
siirlly  liave.     Tlie  variety  of  pleasuns  iicLeHHary  U  aa 
many  individuals  bred  habits  of  frivotoujf  thi)U)»ht 
concealed  ennui.     Every  subject  was  trtiited  with  be»n 
levity ;   enthusiasm,   serious   tlumght,   or  generou.t  impt 
were  alike  i>niseribed   and  withered   by  the   cold,  wirl'Ufl 
npirit  which  then  jireviiiled.     It  was  naturnJ  that  the  sonx ' 
tlie  ridrntloaa  should  be  atrondy  develoiwd  aiunngst  imlJ*^ 
du:di,    who,  nfter  «U,  Iiwl  \iv\i*i  c\m;  Vv  <u>  >!iaai  V> ' 
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••->■' iiaturedJy  kt  tbelr  friends;  for  spite  or  halrvH  wwo 
J*  for  toa  sirmn  Mirf  lUtp  for  theiti.     Occauioually  such 
N>|i^r*  as  Miulatue   <  -').  with   brr  0}>ni  rancour,  or 

lladMBoiMUe  de  Li.-{  itb  Irt  fervour  ami  vtitliUHiaeiii, 

vouIJ  break  iLrou^ii  tbe  bimiula  of  this  artificial  world ;  tind 
wen  *liii(i«t  e<{Uiilly  t>lait)e<l  hy  tlvoiie  who  could  »ee  na 
fiwitsr  cntne  tluui  to  uifriiigu  the  stale  of  polite  liidLfTcreDCC 
whkli  tb<iy  had  fined  upon  as  the  sinirome  bon  tun. 

At  th«  Muite  liuic,  and  with  .dl  their  dtd'ectH,  tbcsu  agaeniblies 
had  A  siu^ar  power  in  nroosing  the  intcUuet,  and  that 
vivBcity  i>f  thought,  ill  itstlf  a  very  iiHlifien<nt  accunifili":!] 
neat,  but  which  is  »j  often  lui^tnkun  for  a  higher  f:u  .i!\ 
It  was  tu  ihix  their  awniccntrig  pctwtT  ou  the  iiiiikI  tliaC 
KmrTsii  alluJt^l,  when  ho  exchiimcd — "Are  jou  iu  doubt 
wbelhcr  jon  have  or  not  luiy  gcniua  I  go  to  roria,  and  if  you 
hara  ijot  ai  H  wjon  fvid  it  fLTinenliiig  in  your  WasL" 

Aad  yM  t>  moro  tndy  be  sutd  of  ambition  than  of 

(yanina!  VVhKi«  tuany  men  meet  together,  and  Lndividiuilitica 
aayn  into  one  another  and  fade  away,  a  tone  of  commoa- 
plaoa  fcxJing  perrades  the  whole  miii-s  ;  general  Lirmony  ia 
tlw  roiult :  and  it  iiiay  hn  \\d\  that  it  ahould  he  llius,  but 
home  of  genius  ij  not  titcro.  Hulf-communioii  and  soli- 
I  are  it*  daUy  brt'jul :  for  what  ia  geuiua  but  a  great  and 
'  ■  '  >  '  tity-  -but  an  original,  creative  being. 
hi  14  tlte  uiidistinguialiable  throng  of 

ror  cTcnoay  world)  ticuius  is  a  lonely  power;  it  b  wit 
iMnmiuucaUre  ;  it  is  not  the  gift  of  a  crowd  ;  it  ia  not  a 
RfleoUim  au*  from  without  upoa  the  auuL  It  is  essentially 
light.  difTu.ilng  its  clear  and  glonmis  rail'  r 

■'«>fU.      It  is  a  bi-oad  lUmd  |»ouriiig  I;      .    '   '•' 
idaep  trattrs ;  but, 'with  \t*  sourcn,  fur  ever  hidden  fmnt 
k«Ti.      It  La  the  criator,  and  not  the  creatiiri        •      " 
glurioua  and  imniortd  slmpea ;  but  it   in  < 
'  mine— fcuvf  (.Soil. 

iiiui  aoch  a  power  to  do  with  bureaux  d'eaprit 
iwinj;  p^)«n  praise  I     What  could  it  gain,  ovcu  ftota  ^ 
tiiuite  jHihah  tbef  gave,  bat  heavy  goldeu  ieOtsnV 
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enconrage  talent,  especially  when  displayed  extenially;  to 
favonr  the  development  of  so-called  philosophy ;  to  aid  in 
the  task  of  social  destraction,  even  whilst  they  made  aode^ 
more  el^ant  and  accomplished,  was  the  real  task  of  tlie 
bureaox  d'esprit :  they  fulfilled  it ;  but  beyond  this  their 
power  did  not  extend.  Few  coteries  have  ever  dune  so  madi : 
none  conld  now  do  mora 
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ROOKOailSTS — MABAJIB  DV   IIABRY — UBATB  OV  LOUIS  XV. 

iPtT!  <le<»radiTig  for  8<wicty  it  may  lie  to  coiifesa  it,  it  is 
'.-,  tluit,  ht'sides  tLc  democratic  iiifhience  (if  tliu 
' ,  tLore  I'xistcJ  another  power  iu  Frtucli  society 
iccntii  ciititurj' — ^tlie  power  of  royid  mistresses  ; 


HUB. 

onnrcii. 

ilcath  of  Madame  dt?  Uhateaiiroux,  RicUolieu,  aiin- 

iC'lc  the  king  for  ber  loss,  nnd  to  have  the  honour  of 

im  xLuotlier  mistress  as  attractive,  went  to  seek  tliu 

ladamo  dr  FUvacour,  and   offered  iier  the  pout 

been  successively  oecujiied  by  Ler  four  aistera.    SImi 

stcncd  t<i  Ms  proposala,  and  merely  replied,  "  I  prefer, 

yiia  offer  me,  tlie  esteem  of  ray  contemporaries." 

ttl  tUhcr  l.i<lJeB  i)f  enuaJ  virttie  were  found,  even  at  tlie 

o(  lj>ms  XV,  i  but  too  many  eagerly  aoiight  the  dis- 

fill  bonmir  a  siniplo  bourgeoise  was  destined  to  win. 

i'lg  left  Versailles  for  his  army  in  FTatidera,  thu 
r»'^  .dome  de  <."hateauroux  had  noticed  n  ain^Inrly 

atifnl  woman  who  alwaytt  jiLieod  herself  in  the  path  <if 
jimiit  XV.  whenever  he  hunted  in  the  forest  of  Senart.  The 
met  of  jcalonsj'  led  her  tij  suspect  m  tliis  unknown  lady 
Rir  slio  dill  not  belong  to  the  court)  a  future  rival  Her  sm  - 
Btse  was  correct. ;  and  when  tlie  king's  grief  for  her  I033  luui 
Bmcwhat  al)ateii,  Madame  du  Cbatcauxoux  was  succeeded  in 
be  post  of  tiyral  favoarite  by  fhe  intrigoiug  Madame \ei  TS.W- 


208 


WOMAX  !>■  FRAKCE. 


iring  tifl 


luand  d'Etiolles,  better  known  as  Matiame  dc  Pompaii 
Acrordiiig  to  some  accounts,  Jeannettt;  Poisson,  the 
uf  a  Parisian  butcher,  had  b«en  early  diHtined  by  ber  {onBO 
to  tbe  rank  of  the  king's  mLstrcsa.  Circumstoucei  not  I 
ilig  this  project,  she  was  married  to  a  joong  and 
financier.  She  shone  for  a  while  in  the  Pariiuan  ciide^ 
having,  by  her  [irivatc  intrigues,  succeeded  in  secoring 
king's  favour,  she  suddenly  deserted  her  husband,  and,  read- 
ing openly  in  the  pslace  of  Versailles,  she  received  the  baily 
of  her  degradation  iit  tbe  title  of  Marchioness  of  Pompaidov. 
M.  d'Etiolles,  disconsolate  at  the  loss  of  his  wife,  whom  bt 
idolised,  vainly  offered  to  forgive  her  everything  if  eht ' 
only  come  back.  She  refused  in  the  moiit  percmptoij  i 
to  return  to  his  hou«e.  Unpriacipled  and  aspiring  i 
nnly  intended  to  rule  LiJiiia  XV.  crtm[ilet«ly,  but,  thoogkl 
the  queen  and  hi^r  own  busband  were  BtiU  livings  she  ev 
tained  the  ambitious  hope  of  becoming  the  king's  wife  i 
future  period,  and  thus  rlvaUing  the  power  and  fame  uT 
Madame  de  Muntenon. 

Besides  the  exquisite  grace  and  beauty  of  her  penon,  tiie 
Invelineas  and  regularity  of  hiT  features,  mid  that  ever-Taijin^ 
expresBioJi  which  gave  them  im  irresiijtible  charm.  Madam*  it 
Pompadour  jiossesseti  all  the  versatility  of  talent  and  tit 
merctricioua  ana  neceeaary  to  the  favourite  uult;iu>i  uf  a  kim 
already  blas6  in  hi«  tastes.  She  not  only  played  and  Mii( 
Ht^mirably.  but  danced  with  singular  grace  and  elcgnac*.  Ha 
lu-ting  was  cquul  to  that  of  the  mmt  colfbrated  aiCtreMMof tk 
ilay  ;  her  conversation  easy,  briiliaut,  and  foacioatia^  Fton 
tlic  time  that  she  became  the  king's  mbtreai  to  the  t\»xh  of 
her  death,  to  please  and  ainuse  her  royal  lover  was  Ihs 
study  of  her  life.  Lest  even  her  admirable  bcaoty  should  I 
its  f  iscinations,  she  was  ever  surpri^g  Louis  XV.  bj  | 
iug  it  to  his  gaze  under  a  new  aspect  Sometimes  tits  i 
peared  before  him  clad  as  a  peasant  girl,  lUBaouog  all 
simplicity  and  rustic  grace  of  this  character.  She  took 
iifi.%1  ense  tJie  voluptuous  appearance  of  a  loaguisliing  VcD^ 
or  tbe  />ruud  beauty  of  &  iyi&.v\&.    to  XV«fc  i^^s^aM 
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aid  the  modest  giurb   of  a  D»n,  vhcn,  witli  affectetl 
komility  and  downcast  eye^  she  coiue  Ut  lutict  tUo  king. 
Wkit  was  MucL  a  life  but  one  of  endlcM,  degrading  aliiTery  J 
In  ■  r  of  SIiidjvTiie  do  Pompadour  uuiy  be  traced  in 

B''  wiirds  lier  Luitbaud.     She  was.  cold,  sel£isb,  and 

unlutious.      Sbo  had  no  sooucr  secured  a  iirm  hold  on  the 
I'n  bciirt  tbnn  sbo  resolved  to  govLTii  tbe  slatCv     Her  [jeue- 
iliewtd  ber  tliat  Lnnia  XV.  niigbt  not  lore  her  long, 
it,  if  she  could  render  bcrself  necessary  to  him,  Ler 
I  waold  uevertlieletis  remain  stifo,     It  was  for  tbis  that 
not  scrapie  to  encourage  and  assist  his  obscure  in* 
,  from  which  she  fell  that  she  had  little  to  foar.     The 
(dou  of  that  infamous  eatalilishment  where  Louis  XV. 
\  young  girts,  whom  he  had  in  nuuiy  iutstiiuces  caused  to 
ably  tukun   fpjin  their  parents,  is  even  ftttributed  to 
no  de  rorajMidour.     From  the  first  she  revived  Uy  be, 
nly  the  k'  !  so  his  prime  minister.   The 

ut  un'u.t-  1  up  to  her  the  reins  of  tho 

Madantu  de  Pom^wdour  soon  aci|iured  great  tact  in 
lit  of  affairs  ;  but  ^e  wns  reckless  and  nnprin- 
1  political  power  hastened  tbe  ruin  of  monarchy, 
»lilit  it  increased  the  evils  of  France.  She  abhoired  the 
tuamc  of  Fleuiy,  and  did  her  best  to  destroy  the  good 
i  the  cardinal  had  effected.  Tbe  men  whom  she  8ucec»- 
I  govern  the  country  with  her,  Beynis  and  the 
eu!,  were  too  completely  her  tools  to  counteract 
itly,  had  they  been  desirous  of  doing  so.  Bernis  waa  the 
me  obbi>  to  whom  Fleiiry  had  refused  a  living,  and  who 
Jiri'pbctjailly  repUed,  "  J'iittendrai  ! "  On  learning  the 
iif  M.idanie  de  PonipaJuur,  with  whom  he  was  tdightly 
utcd,  he  went  to  see  her,  and  repeated  to  her  some 
'  rerecs  in  her  pmise.  Aliulame  de  Pompadour,  gfreatly 
(ilcual,  gave  him  u  pension,  and  received  him  into  her  inti- 
"Wey.  He  iiigratiiited  hunself  stv  much  into  her  fiivour  by  his 
Pi^y  and  versifying  talents,  tliat,  after  making  him  an  ani' 
''^Widar,  she  ended  by  raising  him  to  the  post  of  tavivistet. 
ni«fODjurt  ofUemia  was  such  as  might  luxvc  \>t*iu «x^<A.«A. 
o 
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flrom  "  Bftbet  Boiiqu«tiSre  da  ParmLsae,"  (tbo  nune  kii  !■; 
cheeks  bad  eamud  him  from  Yultalre,  nliilst  he  was  caly« 
oeedy  abb^.)  The  most  important  negotiations  were  intraMiJ 
to  men  of  his  owd  stamp,  mid  whose  sole  recotnineiuiati'jn  «m 
that  of  having  plea^«d  Mfidame  de  Poiii{>adour,  V.v  t.i!-— i 
iimilar  to  those  wliicU  had  won  him  her  fovonr. 

France  thus  lost  the  alliance  of  Pniasiik    It  is  oLvj  osuku. 
that  the  ridictde  with  which  Frederic  11.  thought  fit  to  Iptik 
of  Berms'a  poetry,  and  the  appellation  of  Cotillon  II.,  wMA 
he  bestowed  on  Madame  de  Pompadour — in  aUoaion  to  W 
having  snoceed^  CotUloD  I,  that  ia,  'Sladaxae  de  Cfaateearao 
^-deeply  irritiited  these  two  powerfiil  personages.     TluiMl^ 
neglect,  intentional  or  not,  they  at  least  allowed  t*"'!""*'— 
to  be  forestalled  by  England  in  the  ailJAnce  of  PnisnA.    Wha 
these  two  powers  had  concluded  the  treaty  of  WeftnuiMUr, 
Madame  de  Pompadour  wna  iivduced,  by  her  own  pvaaaal 
vanity,  to  engage  Fnmce  in  au  aUiauce  with  Aiutim     Misik 
Tbereea,  learning  her  favounkblo  intentions,  lost  no  ttau  is 
writing  her  a  friraidly  letter,  in  which  she  nanuid  the  royal 
Wnrteaan  her  (Aire  amie.     Filled  with  pride  at  this  muk  irf 
diatiliction,  Madame  de  Pompadour  found  it  easy  to  wusk 
OD  the  feelings  of  Iiouis  XY.     His  personal  dLdike  and  j«al- 
oaej  oi  thft  Fiaaw>ii  nunuich,  whose  great  talents  scetiMd  ts 
cast  a  reproach  on  Iiis  own  degrading  VSf,  BMda  liim  ksd  « 
wUliiig  ear  to  the  pro[X)sal  of  aUying  himself  with  Autfxik 
A  tr^ty  was  secretly  drawn  up  at  Babiule — Madame  d«  IHim- 
pudour's  coontiy-hottse  —  between  Bcmis   and  StohreDbo]^ 
This  treaty — so  fatal  to  the  best  interests  of  the  natioo— 
created  universal  uidignation  and  astonishment     Au>itna  b*d 
for  several  centuriaa  been  the  open  enemy  of  Fraocfl ;  lod, 
only  a  few  years  pre^ioualy,  the  French  had  douo  eveiythiag 
precipitate  from  her  throne  the  empress-qneon  they  vtn 
'  bound  to  support.     Ill  en,  it  is  true,  iladniuo  dc  C'itatcaa* 
wished  to  have  the  glory  of  making  au  emptirur,  and 
MaiLune  de   rumpadoar   hcl  bees  called   the  "dimr 
'  of  Maria  Theresa. 
ware  a  fcw  anvonj^^.  ^ii«  grtatxwia.'naVioM^ijiKAjA. 
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SfTfn  Ytara'  War,  covered  the  military  glory  of  Fr:iufe 

(huue,  and  led  to  the  bx&l  marriage  of  Murie-ADtoinette 

Louis  XVL     Madame  de   Pompadour  hiul  nlstj   nthw 

'  T  own  for  her  conduct  in  tliia  matter.     It  wan 

ured  her  power  ;  «s  long  as  it  lasted,  tier  talents 

mi  lirr  naccssnxj  to  the  king,  aud  Rhe  need   fear  nn 

AH  tha  liiiropeaii  powtre  which  had  adopted  hor  line 

J  pnlii')'  towarvls  Frederic  II,  were  aLso  interested  that  slit 

■  in  tin  u«  to  be  at  the  head  of  affairs.     If  Louis  X\'. 

-u  takeu  anotbor  iniatreas,  with  symjiathies  in  favour 

of  PnuBiA,  instead  of  Aastris,  tikis  great  erent  might  have 

I  the  aspect  of  Europe.     But  the  cliainB  of  habit,  fiir 

i.iii  those  of  love,  riveted  him  to  M.^cialne  de  Pompa- 

(loor.     Consdoua  of  her  power,  tlie  pmud   aiid  imperious 

;te  juuiurocd  the  style  of  a  queen,     llcr  feromes  dc 

ibt«  were   hidies  of   noble  birth,  aud  she   caused   her 

to  be  made  a  knight  of  the  order  of  Saint  Louis. 

,  the  Chevalier  d'Heuiii,  a  relative  of  tlie  Princes 

imay,  and  a  member  of  one  of  the  most  nohle  families 

empire,  misht  be  seen  walking  respectfully  by  the  ade 

W  sedan  chair,  witli  her  cloak  on  hia  arm,  in  order  to 

her  lihouldcn  with  it  as  soon  as  she  should  alight. 

•ccotnjwnied  her  for  the  same  puqwae  when  she  went 

and  waited  for  her  in  the  antechamber,  if  it  wm 

to  do  so. 

.Id  have  beeu  well  for  Frsmco  if  Madame  do  Pompa- 

•liiir  had  remained  ^ttisfied  with  sach  marks  of  di-stiiiction. 

Hut  liiia  uiiprmcipted  woman,  who  named  bishops  and  gene- 

itl*  Gs  wfll  as  lujuiaters — who  gave  instntr.tious  to  ambas- 

and    Rd<lres»ed   them  in  the  first   ((ersun   plural,  an 

:be  had  become  identified  with  roy.ilty  or  France — 

1  her  power,  and  seemed  doomed  to  cause  the  miA- 

'  '>       ■  iiiitrj',  by  her  unli.ippy  aud  capricious  choice 

lU  and  .Soubiso  were  not  only  favoured  by 

W  tn  c>>ry  respect,  bat,  to  the  military  shame  of  Franc*, 

itcd  with  the  highest  posti*  in  the  army.     She  was,  how- 

;  hfmly  jJiTO  to  the  dis^ce  their  erroia  bioxx^^.  ft^v^ti 
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tin  litT  judgment,  and  unrea?<:>nalvly  cliargcd  them 
amswitieucea  of  her  f>iUy.  When  Ue  Bemis  ventur 
uppuse  a  Uiie  of  policy  so  fata]  to  Fmnce  as  tliAt  wluch  dM 
ndnjited,  Mitdanie  de  Pompadour  greatly  reaent«d  this  td  ol 
independence,  and  oliliged  him  to  withdraw  from  the  Bsisitfli;', 
reminding  him,  with  a  inunt  she  had  do  right  to  inffiet,  thti 
another  sort  of  fcilciit  than  that  of  versifying  was  neccttuy  ta 
order  to  guTcm  a  nation.  Cardin»l  do  Bemis — for  the  bma 
of  MadimK:  de  Pompadour  had  gained  him  this  dignity — n- 
tired  to  Home,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  management  of  affioi 
by  8tninviUe,  afterwards  Duke  of  Choiseul,  and  anodicf  <ii 
the  creatures  of  the  royid  favourite. 

Clever,  thongh  too  Ught  and  voIntUe — haughty,  and  jH 
supple — the  Duke  of  Choiseul  hnd  early  learned  the  art  of 
ingratiating  himself  in  feraale  favour  j  thus  canjiag  into 
practioe  the  advice  of  Madame  de  ^lontmorrn  to  her  son  :  *II 
you  «ish  to  succeed  in  France,  fall  in  love  with  aO  tb* 
women."  Hia  light,  caustic  wit,  and  skilful  flatteiy,  cua- 
puiisated  for  the  insignificance  of  liis  personal  ai>pearaace.  TV 
universal,  and  not  veiy  disinterested  desire,  which  then  oziitai, 
of  making  gallant^  a  means  of  success  in  ambition,  had  it- 
acted  on  the  character  of  the  men  by  whom  it  wa* 
Women  are  excellent  judges  of  a  certain  species  til  _--^,  , 
merit  An  elegant  address,  natural  manners,  taste,  wit,  ud 
eloqutmce,  generally  find  favour  with  thent     ""  "  '  ' 

nature  of  their  education  renders  them  less  r 
fiatiuit  gravity  of  thought  and  solidity  of  judirmcni- 
men  whose  task  nud  interest  it  was  to  please  women,  uatui-  * 
adopted  the  manners  most  likely  to  acuompU&h  tiiis  poqiu'"- 
Hat,  though  female  Lnflncnce  thus  gave  an  undue  itHj-M-t^iniV 
t<i  mere  externals,  the  frivolouii  t«ine  of  a«K'iety,  nn  1  tlii^  t";" 
dcncy  which  therefore  existed  to  govern  it  by  the  laws  «rf 
ridicule,  were  not  exclusively  the  work  of  women  :  tioa 
^•lijiractcristics  of  the  last  centorj-  may  more  fiiirlj  be  altn- 
btited  to  the  wniit  of  political  ri{^'ht«,  which  induced  i 

'»/«  hy  favour  and  intngac  ■wlat  th^y  might  Lave  t--^^ 

io/»..'ii'_v  in  n  free  countTy. 
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ffLilit  Madame  de  Pompadour  governed  the  state,  Louis 
1 1(1  his  life  of  indolence  and  Ebameless  profligacj. 
.r  too  clear-aightyd  not  to  iKTceivo  tliat  racmarcliy 
I  docliiiius,  and  tLat  a  great  change  must  necessaiily  take  { 
kte  m  tliK  condition  of  the  nation ;  but  not  even  this  know- 
I  could  rouse  hini  from  liis  seliiah  apathy.     He  felt  toler- 
tLat  no  serioiw  disturbance  would  occur  during 
ame :  "  TLe   rest   concerua  my  siiceessor,''   he  often 
It  did,  indeed,  coucera  the  haplees  Louis  XVL 
w  preitigu  which  had  so  long  uiiviroiu-d  Louis  XV.  vaii- 
m  ;  for  liis  people  saw  wliat  sort  of  a  king  was  on  the 
»ot    Luuia  XV.,  the  btlovcil,  was  now  named  thus  only 
I  Hit  almanacs,  published  evei7  year ;  the  endearing  epithet 
I  bfflg  been  erased  from  every  heart  in  France.     When  he 
*i  in  public,  ho  was  received  with  ominous  silence, — 
nlempt  and  hatred  •nei'e  the  secret  feelings  of  tho^^e  wbn 
ejn  him.     A  hfe  of  voluptuous  indulgence  soon  bred 
Mj :  eimui,  aa  well  as  a  feeling  of  inquisitivonesa  natural 
I  nnoccujiicd  minds^  made  Louis  XV.  seek  for  amusemeuti 
:;taiicn  with  all  the  scandalous  news  of  the  day. 
uiinutcst  details  of  the  iirivatc  life  frf  his  courtiers 
*<vi  ministers,  as  well  as  to  be  informed  of  all  the  intrigue.<i 
"  ■    -k  place  in  Paris,  wji&  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures  and 
ruc...t  occupations  of  the  king.     For  tliis  purpose  luj 
I  irivnte  police  of  his  own ;  being  too  suspicious  to  trust , 
-.  ij  to  the  lieutenant  uf  police.     ITija  functionary  was, 
liowever,  anmnmned  every  Sunday  to  tlie  presence  of  the 
■'  >t]»  whom  he  spent  several   hours,      lie   then  laid 
iiis  majesty  every  fact  of  importance  or  interest  which 
'lUHien-rus  spie*,  of  every  rank,  had  discovered  in  the  course 
"f  the  week.     It  was  also  his  task  to  read  to  him  the  extracts 
fftiBi  Irttcra  which  had  been  unsealed  and  read  by  the  post- 
Ice  authorities, — an  infamous  enatom,  first  introduced  under 
lis  XIV.  by  the  minister  Louvoi-s.     Louis  XV.  sometimes 
nunicated  to  his  ministers  theae  cxtracta  from  the  privati! 
I'-e  of  his  subjects.     The  Duke  oi  CtoWol  •Wijs 
,.J  thu.ij    but,    being    tmtUTaUy   \n(iJisct«t"i,  \w 


2K 


%TOMAX  Df  FRAXCE. 


divulged  amongst   his   acquaintances  ninttois   aiTccUDg 
iiijtioiir  of  individuals,  or  expoajig  tbem  to  acorn  and  ri^enk.* 
The  king,  bc:iidcs  the  information  be  thus  gained,  alio  hmti 
every  morning  fire  classes  of  police  reporta^  concerniii.  ' 
(■rinces  of  the  blood,  the  courtiera,  bishop«»  tainisiten,  cit:^} 
men,  women  of  dissolat^  life,  &c 

Loui^  XV.  also  indulged  in  another  nniuaenient.  ' ' 
affected  to  separate  the  king  from  Luuis  of  B»:;i 
whilst  he  allowed  his  miatneages  and  ptinlstcis  to  give 
instructions  to  the  ambassadors  lie  sent  to  foreign  courta,  1 
employed  secret  agents  of  his  own  to  counteract  their  de 
by  petty  artifices  :  the  pleasure  of  te&zing  tboao  to  whoa 
bad  yielded  up  Ids  power  beiug  the  sole  object  of  thi<i  onH^ 
temptib],e  conduct.  The  truth  vaa  that  the  king  bnd  gron 
prtjfoandly  ennuye  and  sotfish.  Life  had  logt  iU  illusioas  for 
hini,  iind  lie  was  annoyed  by  the  sight  of  pleAsare  or  hapfifaiMi 
iu  others.  A  sardonic  ajiiile  disfigured  \aa  still  hwfrfmnif 
ftjaturcs :  to  inflict  puin  »r  nnnoyance  had  become  a  t«d 
pleasure  for  him.  If  a  conrtier  atfucted  a  youthful  tooe  no 
hmgur  in  accordance  with  hi*  years,  the  king,  whose  tncnMny 
w,i3  unerring  ia  this  respect,  never  failed  to  remind  him  of 
\i\i  age :  he  was  the  first  tti  detect  in  others  wrinkles  Mul 
all  the  signs  of  declining  years.  To  thoM  who  w«re  afflietrd 
with  illne&s,  tlic  king  spoke  of  their  end  an  inevitable,  or  at 
leujst  as  approaching.  Uftcn,  when  he  travelled  with  Madmnr 
dc  Pompadour,  he  caused  the  citrriage  tt:>  stop  near  a  cliiiidh 
yard,  in  order  to  Icam  if  it  contained  any  newly-mado  gnm, 
Xutwithstauding  the  borfor  auch  subjects  piavc  her,  tbe  king 
delighted  to  speak  to  his  mistress  of  Jcilh.  Liko  m 
voluptuaries,  he  was  of  a  melancholy,  aud  eveo  motlnd 
|Kisiti>Mi. 

The  court  over  which  Liouis  XV.  and  Madiitiie  d«  Po 

dour  preaded  ww  fully  worthy  of  them.      That  coufos 

which  is  inseparable  from  a  gr«at  convulfiion  rrgtned  tbcro,  i 

well  as  in  every  other  porUon  of  society.    The  old  nuble 

Ware    cast    into    the    shiuiu   \s^    *  uit*  ^xA.  Tcaow  wealtfai 

!  Mrmoctacy,  sprung  &vai  the  \>«jvMS^\aft»  ^ti^  -fc^aM^k.^ 
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Iwls,  rassals,  and  feudal  titles.  When  ranks  are  Uras  dis- 
jiieei  b  »  nation,  owing  to  the  decay  of  one  class  and  the 
ntt  of  another,  it  is  a  proof  that  the  institutions  are  no  longer 
fitted  to  the  age ;  and  from  that  moment  they  necessarily 
become  despised  and  unjust.  A  greater  feeUng  of  equality 
^taog  from  this  state  of  things  ;  though,  as  it  did  not  r^ult 
fem  the  natural  tone  of  society,  hut,  on  the  contrary,  from 
iti  comiption,  it  only  proved  another  sign  of  eriL 

Both  the  new  and  the  old  nobility  joined  in  the  common 

I  pirndt  of  pleasure  before  their  final  fell      Bad  ta»t«  and 

hiToIoosQess  m^urked  their  amusements.     Titled  ladies,  who 

*iSetly  sought  the  favour  of  bteing  allowed  a  seat  in  the  pres- 

c^nce  of  Madame  de  Pompadour,  visited  in  secret  the  popular 

Wl  of  the  Porcherons,  or  amused  themselves  by  breaking 

plates  and  glasses  in  obscure  cabarets,  assuming  the  free  and 

'wkiess  tone  of    men.      Their  husbands  in  the  meanwhile 

Qiibroidcred  at  home,  or  paced  the  stately  galleries  of  Louis 

*rV.  at  Versailles, —  a  little  painted  figure  of  cardboard  in 

one  band,  whilst  with  the  other  they  drew  the  string  which 

put  it  in  motion.     This  prei)osterous  amusement  even  spread 

tlitonghout  the  whole  nation,  and  grave  magistrates  were  to  be 

i>et  in  the  streets  playing,  like  the  rest,  with  their  pantiju.* 

The  general  degeneracy  of  the  times  was  acknowledged 
^eo  by  those  who  shared  in  it.  The  old  nobles  ascribed  it 
te  that  fatal  evil — the  want  of  female  chastity.  Never,  in- 
■ieed,  had  this  social  stain  been  so  universal  or  so  great. 
^Had  our  race  remained  pure  from  the  intermixture  of 
ibbeian  blood,"  they  aigucd,  in  their  pride,  "  we  could  not 
lave  fallen  so  low." 

With  all  this  profligacy  there  was  mingled  a  strong  philo- 
ophic  tone.  Towards  the  close  of  Louis  XV.'s  reign,  and  to 
lie  king's  infinite   displeasure,  the  Anglomania   assumed  a 

*  TbU  childiah  folly  wa»  aatiriscd  in  the  following  epigram  : — 

"D'un  penple  frivole  ot  volago, 
Pantin  fat  la  <8Tiiiit& 
Faut-il  itre  s'il  chcriRsait  Vima;^Q 
i>ootile«t  JarfaUte?" 
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marked  popuLuity.  Tiic  tnt'onioxis  |Hi«stssoT*  nf  "j 
visited  EiigUnd,  in  order,  its  Uit-y  said,  "  to  liuni  how  U>' 
thiuk"  Thu  progress  of  this  spirit  wa»  visibls  tren  in  tine 
rh»se  positiim  bound  them  most  to  rRStst  it.  Madod 
oaise,  the  duitgbtvr  of  Louis  XY.,  vben  she  had  dctoimifl 
on  eiubrtkcing  »  mannstic  life,  chose  the  Carmelite  cnlcr,bM 
fttise,  in  tilts  order,  there  U  do  perpetual  abbeftt,  Ixica 
upcrior  elected  every  three  years  :  »  cusU^ra  wLiA  t^ 
ilmighter  of  ua  aWilute  Idng  thought  more  in  accuidnHl 
■with  the  spirit  of  dinality.  Her  brother,  the  dauiihiii,«» 
who  vraa  cunsidercd  the  foe  of  the  philosophers,  wluk  k 
proved  the  cucidemuation  of  Itou&aeau's  "  Emile,"  obw»i| 
the  "  Contrat  i>odal," — "  The  c«se  is  different  witii  tki4 
wurk  ;  it  only  treats  of  the  rights  of  kings,  and  tbuac  un  M 

discussed."      'When   institntioiw  bc^io   to   know  " "1 

weakness,  is  not  their  hour  nigh  i     The  mynl  and  J 

olement  wits  declining,  nhUst  the  poptikr  and  plukfl^H 
power  rose  in  the  n.-;ci'iidant ;  lUld  butti  rartii-.;  frtt  ^^H 
was  so.  1 

Whilst  nioimp.-hy  was  thus  awiftl  -ly  imdiiBiio-o 

by   society   iuself.   the  weak   iuid    .  _,    jwwor  aioti 

anxious  to  hitstcii  its  own  ruin.     The  mass  of  the  natina  M 
beoomo  more  intcUcctuslly  enlightened,  and  more  ioinuinL 
thaii  it  hud  c-ver  yet  been  ;  and  yet  the  court  |>ersist<'^  sa\m 
weak,  despotic  eoiirw)  of  conduct.     Goverir-  1 

yielded  to  the  spirit  of  tlie  age,  or  vainly  snn^  -j 

Scepticbuu  wus  abroad,  and  practical'  intolcmnce  wm  <M 
excpeiRod  by  the  clergy,  fcitato  prisons  wero  ''"  '  'h  ■■ 
tried  captives,  the  vistmis  of  favourites  wid  >  •'^*'fl 

the   very   tiiuo   when   democratic   philoaophy   w.ia  XDim 
Dpolor.     The  right  of  a  nution  to  gnrcrii  it^lf  wax  alrta^l 
diBCuaaed,  yet  Choiseui  ministered  to  thu  exlravaLgaooe  uf  til 
tig  and  his  mistress,  as  though  the  wealth  of  iho  kll^H 
ere  their  own  private  ])roperty.     At  the  namo  time,  i^^| 
Boonscioiu  that  a  great  c{iKts  was  iuev-itobtii.    The  vim 
llTjis  even  dlscuased  in  the  drawing-room     ''  ""  ' —  'V 
/'wojAftdour,  oad  in  the  \ica.uui^^jl  \»Ki  ««&.'  i 
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te  da  Ilaiuset,  wlio  tliiu  oiliides  to  Ibis  reiiiarkablo 


said 


the 


(tUc  father  of  the  ci-loy 
gtat<'.     Iltura  ia  ucitLu 


iliatituto  for  it — money.*  '  It 
am  only  W  rfgcnonitcd,'  eaid  La  Uiviire,  '  by  a  conquest  like 
ikit  of  Cliiiia,  or  by  »mau  great  liitt'nial  cunvulsion  :  but  woe 
to  Umm  vho  live  to  sco  that  *  The  Frcncli  fv^oplc  do  n 
tlxia^  by  halres.'  Thr'.se  words  ui;ule  tuv  trctiiblc,  uuJ 
led  out  uf  the  room." 

de  ^OIR(^<vduur  hereel  f  was  aware  that  thf  aiiu:il 

doomed  to  pumh,  but  Nitiiified  with  hut  favuunt. 

>, — *'  Ai)rft8  noun,  lo  clfhigo," — Lt't  tlie  florxt  eorac 

W«   an   gntit!, — nhe    did    nothing  to    cffcvt    a   racliciU 

&     Hit  ca|iricc8  iucreased  the  ovits  which  wens  ruiiiiiii; 

it  Ststii :    faroaritfs  and   ministers  siu-rt'iHlrJ   ono  niiotluT 

•mia  hat  sway  ;   thoy  knew  tla*  uii'<t«blo  temtro  of   thuir 

rcr,  and  hastcmx!  with  tlicir  rrcntunvt  to  drain  the  rcsoarcai 

country  bvforu  their  <lay  whs  jKist.     But  if  ilad.inic  do 

upaduur's  guilt  wa*  grcati  so  Wiw  tha  retribution  by  wkicli 

Kattvndnt. 

iiuoiit  rigid  moral  bt  could  not  Lave  dcaire<l  a  Beverer 

^mrnt  for  the  king's  rai^trcss  than  thiit  brought  down 

her  own  vices.     The  last  yi>«r  of  thijt  woman 

France — ^who  received  more  than  quetidy  hon- 

mslnuii  the  cdurticxa,  and  who  lived  Biifnmnde<l  by  all  th* 

pfaaaurt*  bourdleas  wealth  can  give — were  literally  poisoned 

*i>d  ahridccd  by  a  fuml-devouring  cnnoL     The  death  of  bur 

•Jaogli'  v  hu>(bftnd,  and  whom  she  !i«d  i' 

vUtiy      fir&t  nubles  in  the  land,  filliiil  her  ^ 

^Haa  lua  of  htr  beauty,  and  tlie  incre»ung  indifforenre  of  tb<L- 
^^nM^l^d  to  her  mclnncholy.  She  often  dctMivrcd  thivt,  for 
^^^^^HHt  woman,  dfnth  itsi'lf  was  butter  tLtn  to  sec  hnr 
4tnni  bding  away. 

Vitlt  all  her  vices,  M:ulnmo  d<e  PompaJoar  was  not  inaen- 
'>U(  to  Ute  unhappy  stAt«  of  France.  8ho  saw  and  tamenUi^. 
'W  narjr  degtaef»ej  of  the  times  which  she  bad  td&c&,  «xui  V> 
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icfntfaacUf  be  added  gEHEdm  kodth,  and  t^  oe» 
t  tkal  kahit  mi  [ity  vest*  the  only  feeUoga  Uw  long 
■ow  ieh  far  her,  it  need  aaredj  be  wondered  that  Medami 
de  Poopadflvr  Wkeald  teem  the  life  ahe  led  "a  '^mtir'r' 
At  tbe  aasM  timm,  abe  bad  not  enongh  cemagt  •» 
to  leawv  tbe  aeene  tt  bar  nJpwdid  naxty.     Pdda 
kept  her  »->»«iiM»i  to  ber  throBe,  and  made  her  reign  to  tbe 
lace.    It  is,  bo«vT«r,  probable  tlut  if  Madame  de  Pumpadon 
bad  liml  looger,  aba  aa^kt  have  edified  tbe  worid  w^  the 
light  «£  bar  confHBan.    The  oarffacted  piety  of  the  h^ued 
qneen  insptzvd  ber  with  mTolaataij  adaurati<m  and  ifect 
(or  T^gtoB.    Very  diSetcut,  indeed,  were  the  '^■^"'™g  jw« 
of  Mane  Lecsitaka  and  tboee  of  tbe  Marchioneu  of  Fooafa- 
doer.    Hw  patient  and  piooa  qiiecfi  laid  ber  enfferingt  at  the 
foot  of  tbe  Odob  :  mmlt^  bj  ber  husband  ami  hla  iiiiHlnawi ; 
aqgiected  by  tba  ooortien ;  deeply  afflicted  by  tlie  Uiss  of  ber 
cbUdtea,  whom  abe  had  lov«d  moat  toaderiy,  she  still  fooad  in 
religion  tbe  courage  neoeasaiy  to  Buppoft  her  grie(  and  eflSaalaal 
o^BBoIstiona  in  the  ptaetice  of  a  booadlcs  benerolence. 

Ennoi,  abame,    and   remrtrse,   mailed  the  last   days    of 

ICadame  de  Pompadour.     Tlie  king,  indeed,  waa  indocad  by 

compassion  to  pay  ber  the  greatest  attention  during  ber  last 

Utueea.     She   was,  ocmtraiy  to  the  nmal  etiqnette  in  neb 

j^aea,  oUoved  to  die  at  Versailles — the  exdujiTe  pririla^  of 

^yalty.     Her  will  remained,  to  the  laet,  tbe  law  of  Fnaee, 

abe  issued  forth  orders  even  from  ber  deathbed.    Bat, 

'1  to  exist  when  her  rcmaias  wm  on.' 

1  out  of  iW  'fiialaBe,«nd  tbe  kii>(^  1 

bit  wiuilow,  cooU;  rcinaikei  V\uit.  ^^  iaua(u*fc>uu^-t 


M.U)AMS  DK  TOilFkVOVn. 


219 


wtmtlier  for  tUa  bcr  last  jotirnej.  It  wns  tn  be  thus  honimred 
uxl  tbtu  lowd  tlmt  Mo/Utno  dc  PotnpiKiniir  had  Kochficed  all 
aboulil  liu]tl  most  dear  ami  revered 
igh  the  mxial  intliirncu  of  Mruliiinc  dc  Pnmpodnnr  wiui 
from  buiiig  griial  or  cxtoiided,  it  ia  worthy  of  cimsideratiim. 
a  of  lyiuts  XV.  liftd  mnro  direct  polilirjU  action 
of  his  prodeccfwr,  hut  tlieir  geiionil  jKiwitr  on 
idety  w»  infinitely  lefw.  NuLwilh^tainliiig  hi^r  talents  and 
good  ctliioition  aliu  hitd  received,  Miidaiiiu  do  rmnpodoar 
kwt  lite  tone  uf  a  buurgeoise.  Shu  giive  evident  prouf> 
ty  in  the  coarse  nicknames  whici  she  bestowed  on 
e  {rietid.s.  Bhe  viiis  iniit:vti-d  in  this  by  thu  klirj, 
Uts  daughturs  by  sipj^icllation'*  littli-  remarkable  for 
deiiotry  or  euphony.  Tlio  tiistc  of  Mii^tiinie  de  Ponjpn- 
eK!»enti;illy  bad  :  a*  her  iulminitiou  of  Uemia'  vtme-i 
•  shew,  did  not  the  sr.liunl  of  art  »h<\  encoiirag«<i 
cliarly  stilL  The  sliephfrdtss  in  hoofa  of 
■tJe&u  imd  Boucher,  &ud  th«  cnrropt  style  which  distiu- 
the  fnaliiuiis  in  divss  and  fiirniluro  of  the  period,  owe 
U»  Ler  patrouago.  She  exiig^'frstoj  tho  di'ft-cts  of  hiT 
Matemporuim,  and  never  cndcnvourcil  to  snbutittitc  for  them 
(f  uf  pttit!  artistic  beauty.  She  luul,  however,  tbo 
it  of  hikving  led  to  the  ivitablifihinoiiV  of  the  mauuftu:tc>ry 
pori'diitii. 
dc  Poiiipadotir  wan  desiraiis  of  sccnring  «  litermry 
which,  with  bor  {lower  of  giving  places  and  pen- 
wmild  have  been  uii  ciisy  matter,  hiul  she  known  how  to 
act.  Shu,  indeed,  pensiuiied  such  8econd-r3t<<  utithurs  as 
Msimautcl,  I)uclii.%  nnd  Beruia  ;  but  tlmiigh  Voltair*  un- 
blaabingly  protested  tliat  he  wad  duvotod  to  her,  K^cnusu  it 
«u  hia  duty,  as  a  good  citiien,  to  be  «o, — appareutly  consider- 
ing  the  oxtxteiu  -itinn  of  a  rtipU  misirvsai  iv«  a  sort  of 

uatiooal  inatitu'.  liid  not  can*  to  influence  tho  kiog  in 

ilia  (avonr.  Loiil^  SS.  alwnys  dislikc«i  that  inti-tlccta.'l 
OKNiarcb,  vhoKc  reign,  he  felt,  ecliiised  liL«  own.  Both  he  nnci 
de  Vovofu-^douT  were  so  blind  to  Iheii  tcaV  vcvV^ti&Va  «& 
aH^ifet  the  iiu»u  they  might  h»vc  twcuwA,  >ai>A  \X  Ni»rk^ 
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Ijeyonri  tJit'Ir  grasp,  and  fell  into  the  haBda  of  Pimsijui 
and  fiiraiers-geacraL  Mfidame  de  Pompadour  did,  iui 
attempt  to  tame,  as  she  said,  Rousscai],  oud  noconliitgly  aeot 
hundred  louis  to  the  proud  and  irritable  autbor.  Ho 
Jier  present  iu  a  ktter  of  such  Laughtiness  that 
wuuuded  to  the  quick,  and  protested  she  would  hove  untluBg 
more  to  do  with  that  owl,  Tho  truth  was,  that  the  litorai; 
'  Jtsd  philosophic  party  expected  mure  tbaD  penstims  ttva 
ifadaine  de  Pompadoar  ;  the  time  was  gone  when  they  c«ild 
he  so  easily  satisfied :  they  aimed  at  receiving  from  her  no 
thnti  the  same  de^ee  of  flattery  and  consideratioD  awarded 
them  in  every  Parisian  circle. 

But,  though  she  could  vcnttjre  to  direct  the  deatinka 
France,  Madame  de  Pompadour  shrank  from  the  responnl 
of  encouraging  too  openly  the  formidable  philosophic 
at  the  same  time  she  committed  the  great  error  of  bei 
on  tlwt  p<jwor  the  sort  of  encounigement  wiitch  cntitl 
receiver  to  expect  more.  Through  her  favourite  nii 
attendant,  Quesnay,  she  often  commuoicated  with  Dii 
D'Alembert,  Duclos,  Helvetiua,  Tuigot,  aitd  Buffon,- 
mingling  with  them  when  they  viaited  Qaeenay's  ent; 
Versailleai,  but  never  SLsking  them  up  into  her  own 
room.  The  men  whom  Frederic  aud  Catherine  had 
tomcd  to  the  praise  of  crowned  heads,  were  not  likely  to  bt 
highly  flattered  by  the  indirect  notice  of  Madame  de  Pomp*- 
dour.  Another  error  which  she  committed  waa  tiv  endcAToor 
to  place  Crebillon,  the  tragic  pnet,  above  Voltaire.  Cr51)i]loo, 
was  [KHir ;  she  wanted  a  poet  to  patronuiQ  anil  cx&lt ; 
chose  him.  Voltaire,  deeply  Irritated,  never  forgave  her 
offence.  Jladamo  du  Maine,  who  in  mutters  of  taste 
BttU  influential,  zealously  defended  her  former  proti-go  ; 
Madame  de  Pompadour  h:id  the  mortification  of  iierc.*!' 
thongh  no  one  denied  Crfbillon's  tragic  power,  Vol 
ite  of  oU  she  might  do,  was  still  the  gre.-it  iil»9  of  thu  >){«,' 
[ftilame  de  Pompadour  was  more  succcs!^ful  <  '  ring 

|th«  TJvvrftof  the  philosophers,  she  aided  tl:     .  .:-  i-t;  eX; 
.  (if  tlie  JcMiitd.    NotwithataiKliDg  th«  dLiinclisatiaa 
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tlw  king,  and  the  oppnxtticin  of  the  wliole  n>y:iU  fatnitj,  dt« 
aoooredtU  nilli  the  iiid  uf  hor  creature,  Clioitteul,  m  LauiiihiDg 
ttw  Joniits  fruni  Fmn<;c,  ten  years  l>cfore  tticir  order  wna  ex- 
pelled fruni  the  other  Eur<>]>t:iiu  titittcit.  It  Las  bevii  said  that 
ah*  wxs  Actuated  in  tliin  by  »  motive  of  personal  animosity  ; 
ad.  tbottgh  iht  aineit'wn  is  not,  (KThnps,  sufficit^ntJj  proved, 
likox'  is  iKitliing  in  the  life  and  chanictor  of  Madame  de  Pom- 
jr. '  Iiibtify  thir  belief  that  slie  ucted  from  a  feeling  of 

J.,  riic  c'X[ml!<)ou  of  lb©  Jcauite  was  a  very  serioiu 

bkiw  given  to  rcJi^im  in  Fmnco.  Chot.soiil,  the  philosophers, 
•ad  iht  Furliameut,  united  their  efforts  to  thoBC  of  Muduite 
dd  IVKapadotir,  in  order  to  carry  a  measure  they  aU  desired, 
tboQgi'  I    wii3fly  different   motives.     The  riirliament 

amriai  _    ,  I   to  their  old  (ircjudicca  aa  Junseiuitts,  and 

mgatlj  >i(trd  the  philusuphurs ;  for  whom,  on  other  occasions 
Urtir  only  feeling  was  one  of  bittLT  hoittility. 

WksUnvr  opinion  may  l>f  held  of  the  Jotuita, — And  it  is 
not  Bur  1  to  diMcu«a  here  the  luerila  of  this  celcbrjitcd 

Mfitar,—  i'lilsidnwiix  certainly  not  justified  then.     TLuy 

hw)  pmucsoed  uo  real  |>ower  iu  F^'muce  since  Louis  XIY.  and 
MaidaBM  di   ' '  ai  :  tliey  were,  indct<d,  pr-'leited  by  the 

Qwon,  iia--  i.iijbut  tdiuwos  utterly  vrttliout  inflaeitce. 

It  «ras  precisely  because  they  were  eo  wwik,  thut  they  were 
■tOiAwL  Institutions  pvri.'di  when  the  strength  agiduat  which 
'viakDoe  voiild  have  been  of  nu  nvuil  has  long  bceii  spccL 
It  i>  iifit  yi  in  the  rvil  pride  of  their  jxjwer,  but 

it  i«  irh<!n '■ '  <  .  1  and  deenyed,  thiit  the  raeiuory  uf 

fmt  lulred  itM*  up  sg&inst  tboni,  and  their  fall  secus  then 
Ism  an  set  of  jiutic«  tliua  one  of  vengoAncc. 

ModiuBu  de  Pampadour  was  le^^  successful  when  ishe  at- 
IvmpCed  to  excrciM  her  power  in  favour  of  the  [«arliaineuts, 
who  were  tliea  openly  protected  by  ChoiscuL  "  Do  not  incn- 
tioo  them  !"  ouce  hastily  observed  Loois  XV.,  starting  up 
fr  ''  which  he  luually  ncceilefl  to  tho  [ilirn! 

I  •  ■  il  you  tlipy  are  an  oss^jmbly  of  repulili- 

'  .r  '       Madame  do  Pompailuur  biterfcred  with  more  succcm 
u  the  etioaiuttged  the  ductriiies  of  (joliticsl  ecotiusiy  :  uite 
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of  the  results  of  the  new  philosophy.  She  did  not,  in 
modify  these  doctrines  by  any  original  vievrg  of  hut  uwi 
she  did  much  by  favoomig  their  free  dcTclopntent 

The  deep,  heart-rending  misery  of  the  workiag-claases 
at  length  forced  itself  on  pnbhc  attention.  Persons  of  < 
rank  began  to  consider  tlie  best  uicaus  of  alle 
wretchedness  to  which  even  the  king  and  Madame  d«1 
padnor  could  not  reouiin  wholly  inst»nsible.  Qaesnay, 
favourite  surgeon,  was  one  of  the  most  popular  ecouon 
Lis  viowB  were  inserted  in  the  "  Encyclop6dio,*'  with  tbo  i 
writers  of  which  he  was  cu  intimate  terms.  He  bad  •!•• 
many  influential  friends  among  men  nf  rank:  oue  of  io*^ 
adherents  was  Mirabeau  the  elder,  that  "  friend  of  tnnji"  «bN 
wrote  twenty  volumes  of  pHlonthropic  works,  and  txhnvfl 
tike  a  fierce  tyrant  to  all  those  over  whom  he  iind  pomea 
Louis  XV.  took  some  iaterest  in  his  phyaimn's  sp>t«m,  adj 
indulged  in  the  novel  amusement  of  cimsing  his  cinjt  to  bdl 
pniited,  revising  the  proofs  with  bis  own  royal  luind.  GoO^J 
nay  opposed  the  views  of  Quesnay  by  a  system  bwed  iiol 
whoUy  different  principles.  This  difference  of  opinion  l«d  Um 
ft  bitter  controversy  between  their  respective  partiuans.  tb*  j 
women,  as  usual,  tixifc  an  active  share  in  the  matter  :  mostnf  1 
them  imperiously  proacribcd  iu  their  circle  any  views  bat  j 
those  they  had  chosen  to  adopt ;  those  who  would  williu^f  | 
have  remuned  indifferent  on  such  subjects  were  uot  aUowoil 
to  do  so ;  so  deeply  and  universally  felt  was  the  nocesaitj  '■Q 
some  radical  change.  I 

None  shewed  more  seal  in  the  cause  of  political  ooanauyi 
than  the  pretty  and  agreeable  Madame  du  Marchats,  a  rtlaiiTM 
of  Madame  du  Pompodour'a,  and  the  wife  of  the  danphiaV 
valet  de  chambra  Though  this  lady  held  a  somewhat  ibH 
ordinate  position,  her  ctmnejcion  with  Madame  de  Pompwloan 
and  the  great  cliarm  of  her  conversation,  drew  around  her  tha 
most  eminent  men  of  the  day,  and  rendered  her  little  uparM 
ment  in  the  palace  of  Vcrs.%illes  the  rcndczvuas  uf  the  taetii 
ititellectaal  society  of  tUuse  tuuvs.  There  was  mach  m 
Itidame  du  ilarduus,  atVcrwas^  ^kUAAteft  $KBi^:^{!&txb,vj 


JLAiJAiiE  DLf  >i.U;CilAI>. 


"2H 


md  atUact  Sbe  vra»  liiuiLuiitive  la  [lersoii,  but 
'  Mid  graceful  as  a  fniry,  Her  niiml  vitis  remark.iblo  far 
»u  Iijgb  (Uid  rare  qttalitiei! :  an  fstreme  clearness  of  under- 
sdifig  aiid  a  complete  uu|)artiality,  eren  with  regard  to 
>  (ubjocti  irhicii  interested  her  most.  Madame  du  Mar- 
kup admirably  atlijited  to  the  part  sliu  li;id  taken 
1  ciiKiumier  of  the  rival  gystems  of  tiie  day.  The 
Dt  pempimuty  of  ber  language,  the  precision  with  which 
areyed,  in  a  few  words,  the  subslanc*  of  whatever 
1  or  diiconrisc  she  wished  to  condense  for  the  benefit  of 
were  invaluable  to  her  friendH,  at  ait  e{)och  when 
(if  the  must  important  questions  often  hirii^  on  tlic 
met  in  which  they  were  diacnased.  The  coiiiprehciisive- 
fter  inteUt-'ct  enabled  lladaiue  du  Marehais  to  aljstract 
'  wbcuever  ahe  pleaaed  frtim  ordinary  ciircs,  without 
i(l«clin>;  them  in  the  main.  Her  mind  was  stored  with  all 
I  had  been  written  fur  or  ag^nst  the  science  she  favoored  ; 
r  m  ail  authority  to  be  consulted  with  j»erfect  safety,  for 
lit  ever  disfigured  the  e]e.^^neRs  and  cjiluiness  of 
iita^  The  letters  of  Turgot  to  Terrai,  Necker's 
>tis«ii,  the  dialogues  of  Qalioni,  and  Morellct's  refutatiouB 
0^  and  consulted  by  the  dispas^ouate  Madame 

|_TlwugU    iihe    saw   jtersons  of    every   cLias,   Miidrune    du 

chiefly  received  academicians  and  political  eeono- 

La  Uaqje,  Diderot,  Marmontel,  D'Alembert,  Diiclosi, 

,  and  Qiicsiiay  constantly  met  at  her  hoiise.     »Such 

bw  inflocace  that  ahe  not  only  name-d   academicians 

wet  Tacant  aeats  occurred  in  the  Academy,  but  she  hod 

I  the  oeenit  power  of  directing  the  motions  of  tliat  body  ; 

autn  elic  r>ace  cuuserl  to  propose  a  eulogy  of  Sully  for  the 

^nwom^i"  of   elotjuunee.     The  essay  of   Thomas   had  the 

^•;  hut  the  triumph  he  obtained  was  less  his  owu  than 

M  of  Madame  du  Marcliais'a  friend,  Quesnay,  whose  princi- 

I  the  name  of  Sully.    Never,  iudeed, 

t  independent  than  in  those  times, 

«tt  »veu  tic  [airj-  taJea  of  Dudos  took  a  v^^osopVic  Xxhu. 
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The  incliuatlotua  and  great  talents  of  Madame  da  '. 
entitled  her  to  do  for  politiical  ccododiv  Id  Franco  vh 
Madame  da  Chntclet  had  effected  for  Lciboit^  and  Ne-rtio 
before  her :  such,  indeed,  was  lier  aim,  and  she  d«vr>t«;d  L<r 
whole  energies  and  attention  to  the  puqnise  of  aiding  the 
progress  of  doctrines  she  bcliered  calculnted  to  K8cut>  ber 
conntty  from  its  mihappy  condition.  Time  shewed  Ihu 
deeper  chimges  than  those  it  vas  in  the  power  of  p<Jitial 
economy  to  effect  for  Ftancc  were  needful ;  but  the  aim  dt 
Madame  du  Mardmia  was  not  the  l«8a  nnb]«  or  pnxt. 
Madame  du  DeSand,  incapable  of  npprmatiog  aaythiBg 
elevated  or  nnselfiah,  fought  to  chase  her  ever-renewing  acaai 
by  attacking  all  the  economists  with  tb«  ntmost  coaraaw 
and  Tebemence.  She  partook,  howerer,  of  Madams  lin 
Marchais's  excellent  suppers,  in  company  with  the  bated 
tribe,  bnt  did  not  ^jl  to  turn  her  friend  into  ridicule  on  twy 
CtToui&ble  occasion.  Undeterred  by  her  satirical  nmitb, 
Madame  du  Marcbjus  steadily  jjerseyered  ia  her  otjfct 
^tnny  women  of  those  times  shone  more  than  she  did  bjr  ttte 
exercise  of  frivolous  talenta,  but  none  had  an  aim  to  di*- 
iaterwted  and  ao  nsefuL 

The  favour,  and  conseqaently  the  pitwer  of  the   Duice  of 
Choiseul  continued  even  after  the  death  of  ]^f  udaiiie  de  Pin- 
podour.     His  li^t  frivolous  manner  of  treating  the  mott 
important  state  matters  amused  without  ever  wcArriug 
king.     As  long  as  Choisenl  remained  minister,  the  pi 
sopWc  party — especially  that  worldly  epicurean  portion  i 
met   at  the  house  of   Madame  du   Defiand — raised   tb 
patron  to   the  skies,  and  enjoyed  a  considerable  de^m  <*• 
his  countenance.      Thus    encouraged,  they  expressed  thet' 
optmon.t  with  still  greater  freedom  than  they  had  l><«i>  i^ 
the  habit  of  manifesting.     The    death  of    Louis   XT.'s  only 
son  wiks  also  &  great  sobject  of  triumph  to  the  pliilosophe 
They  supposed  the  dauphin,  as  a  moral  and  religions  pr 
to  be  their  Datoral  foe :  he  was,  indeed,  the  foe  of 
rrron;  but  he  had  a  virtue  of  which  they  new  nothing  i 
thut  waa  a  singular  Vjleraaoe  tor  ovwivaoa  ^^tssNiL ' 
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Bat  ho  was  the  partisan  of  the  Jesuits,  and  verj- 
gtQseti  tn  tlio  power  of  C'hdl^nil :  these  wort;  the 
i  of  the  dislike  of  the  jihilosophers.  He  died  'at 
•where  the  court  ivas  ik-liiyed  nnlil  his  decease. 
Was  hourly  ex|)ei-l«l.  should  hrtvo  taken  place.  The 
who  remaiiK^d  sensible  to  the  last,  could  see  from  the 
Lin  room  the  preparutious  which  all  the  courtiers 
ng  for  their  appmacliing  dopwtnre,  "They  are 
tttietit ;  it  is  time  for  me  to  be  gone,"  he  observed 
lor,  with  a  bitter  smile.  The  agony  of  this  last 
bowevcr,  soothed  by  the  devoted ncss  of  the  dau- 
pum,  Hoble-raiiiJed  woman,  who  waited  on  her 
iroiigh  iiis  long  and  painful  ilhiens,  with  unwearied 
^ho  (lied  of  grief  for  hiii  lose.  The  dcatli  of  his 
uounccd  to  the  king  by  his  eldest  grandson,  the 
(Ltwif  XVL,)  being  introduced  iutit  his  pre- 
ur  lo  Da  uphill.  Ttiia  event  appeared  to 
Irom  his  iwual  apathy,  "  Poor  France  I" 
»  deep  sigh,  "  thou  hast  now  got  a  king  of  fifty, 
|>hiu  of  eleven ! "  And  as  he  cast  a  sad  and 
ok  on  the  child  before  him,  the  future  woes  of  hi« 
i-ini-d  for  a  while  to  be  revealed  to,  and  to  appal, 
oul  of  Louis  XV. 

thought  himself  fairly  consolidated  in  hia  power 

of  the  dauphin.     The  king  was  getting  old,  and 

[icoredy   probable    tliat   he   would   tttko   another 

Sged  niiatrcJis.     Such  was  not  the  wish  of  the  hand- 

.  unpnncijiled  court   ladies ;  who,  on  the  death  of 

Pompadour,  Hlrove  to  emcceed  her  in  the  fiivour  of 

fek     Their  hl.indihhmciita  were,  however,  lavished 

common  courte?jin  was  destined  to  succeed  the 

^oixe,  and  to  rule  over  the  court  of  France. 

the  scrraona  that  coutd  be  preached  on  the  iuereasing 

ility  and   nhamelessnesa    of  the   times,   would   never 

iitly  as  the  love  of  Lonia  XV.  for  JIadnmc  du 

I  rut    mistresses   of   the    king    had    been   com- 

aoHest  wotueu :  they  were  liigUy  born,  desM,«».i. 


I 


4 


526 


WOHAJf  m  FEASCE. 


educated  ladies,  who  knew  how  to  sin  with  a  (irop«i 
Cir   the   biuiistttnces :    some  of  them    even  powes 
quiilitic!),  tiud  struve  tii  m:Lke  a  worthy  lue  of  a  C4iiTU[<t  (vi* 
Madame  de  rompodour,  a  bourgCKise  aiid  a  (virveuut:,  Una 
ahe  aenrcd  tiie  [Missions  of  the  king  ia  an  iritViaiouii  numie 
and  waa  deservedly  hated  for  her  inaolvQce  and  tvraim;,  i 
still  an  imniaculntc  woman,  if  <^ompiuvd  to  her  8acc«eMr. 
tlio  ]mrc   atid   modeat   beauty  of  a  ^ladonna,  Madame  i 
Barry   uniU'd    the    langnage   and   maiiuera   of   a  coi 
coortcsiin.     It  was  this  contrast  and  this  liccntiouinM  I 

Ifucbiated  the  corrupt  heart  of   Louis  XV.     Even  in  < 
choice  of  royal   tnistre-ssea  may  be    traced   the  de 
teodeucy  so  charactt;ri»tic  of  the  tiiutra.     From  the  i 
of  nobles  to  the  wife  of  o  hoargrmisc,  aiid  from  her  f/BO' 
to  a  woman  of  the  peuple,  the  ihlfureuccs!  wv-rc  wifGaeni 
striking. 

Wiieii  Madame  du  Barry  was  doc.Ured  the  inistrc«  "I 
titre"  of  Louis  XV,,  all  the  high-boru  hniieii — wlin  oon 
it  into  an  open  insuU  that  none  of  them  ahuold  haw 
thought  worthy  of  tho  plate  bestowed  on  her — oppoal  I 

^  favour  with  violent  and  bitter  hostility.     At  the  head  of  I 
party  were  the  Duchi-^  de  Grnmnioat  and  the  PrincoB  i 
Beunvau.      Buth  were  furiuer  favourites  of  Madame  de  I 
padour.     Madamo  do  OmmQiont,  a  reckless,  despotic  ' 
the  MstcT  of  C'hoiscnd —  -f  mind  ahe  jiusseaBai  ( 

irillucnc't.' — h:id    vtdjdy   ■■    ■     ,  to   auoctied    MathuM 

Pompadour  in  the  favour  of   the  king.      £za8penit<d  i 
blinded  by  her  wounded   pride,   aht  prcvent<!d  her  In 
from  uccoptiiij;  the  protvctiou  Madimiy  du  Biirry  was  «1 1 
willing  to  offer.     Not  satiatied  witli  being,  through  Cba 
the  arbiter  of  every  im]M>rtant  atate  afikix,  and  tho 
butor  of  places  and  favours,  Madame  d*  GtAmmont  tnjai ' 
brother  to  use  his  a.«ceudcncy  over  the  miud  of  the  i 
order  to  bnuitdi   Mudiiutc  du  Uarry.     As   it  long 

I  doubtful  wliich,  of  the  iiiiiiistcr  or  the  mistrets, ' 
rantjui«hcd  from  the  contest,  Madame  de  Gnunmunt  ( 

Pnucesa  of  Bcauviu  cniiKtwi  ^ilavls^  ^ias  N)VJ«i  (»\»*.  m  i 


DUCHESS  DE  GRAJWMONT. 


Wlilist  tlie  saloons  of  the  Duke  of  Cboiseui  Kod  his 
we  daily  throngcfl  with  courtiers,  iladame  du  Barry 

Wf  Iwnclf  almost  wholly  deserted.  The  riiidictive  Madame 
'iiont  even  caused  libeL-i  to  be  cdrcnlatcd  ;     "  ^  to 

I-      ^.  ijjTwnst  her  rival,  wherovor  the  royal  fav.r  .bt 

^fe  even  &t  Marly,  aud  in  the  presence  of  the  king,  she 
^K  followed  with  insulta.  The  nobles,  through  a  spirit  of 
^■c ;  Hit  philosophers,  because  they  were  pr<:>tected  &ud  cii- 
^■jlaid  by  L'boificQl  and  bis  sister  :  the  people,  from  hatred 
^Biroynl  proiUgacy,^all  took  up  the  cry  against  3Lidainu 
^Bury ;  whose  only  crime  was,  thnt  she  was  fit  for  the  de- 
^El'  '.III  to  v.'bich  the  lore  of  the  kitig  had  called  her. 

mh  '.y  endured  tbesu  insults  ;  and  Louis  XV,,  with 

■Dl  ^iticnce,  put  no  atop  to  the  insolence  of  M.  da 

Bbi,-^.!!.  Ibe  minister  became  cunviuced  that  the  king 
^Hi  not  disjicnse  with  his  services.  In  order  to  render 
^■df  stili  more  necttssnry  to  him,  be  married  the  young 
^BUn  (Louis  XVI.)  to  Marie  Antoinette,  the  favouritt! 
^Wrter  of  Mann  Theresa ;  he  also  hoped  by  this  alllAnce 
^Bjkkunself  a  hold  un  the  future  sovereigns  of  Franca 
^^^^  consideretion  which  kept  Louis  XY,  faithful  to  his 
^Bhr  so  LciDg,  was,  in  £\ct,  his  owu  extreme  indolence. 
Home  dti  Barry,  seeing  at  last  that  the  warfare  waged 
Hbst  her  was  u  deadly  one,  took  up  the  stnigglc  in  gimd 
^p.  "  ing  the  philosophers  and  the  jcirlinmetits, 

^p  I-    religious  party.      Self-preservation   ren- 

^p  h«r  acUve :  she  teased  the  king  incessantly  to  send 
^KChoiaeul.  Loaia  XV,  still  hesitated  between  his  love 
^Bb  mistress  and  his  value  for  bis  minister  :  the  iuipru- 
^■icf  Madiune  dc  Grammont  precipitated  the  cutastr()i>lic!. 
Hb  tba  secret  eonuivaui.'«  of  her  brother,  the  duchess  tn- 
^■d  throQgh  Franco,  entering  into  comiuunicationa  with  the 
^■f  (gitaton  of  the  provincial  parliiimouts.  Her  design,  and 
^V of  Cboiscul,  was  to  establish  a  jxjwerful  link  between  all 
^Kwrliumunt*  and  tliat  cf  I'liri*.  and  thus,  iu  case  of  neci-s- 
^^  tu  nnew  the  times  ttf  the  league  and  the  Frondo.  TLi& 
^Bcsdc^  tn  doom  hotb  ^ladame  de  Qcammoul  ^ti^  '^«x 
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brcitber  in  the  miad  of  tLe  king.  When  lie  MW  tkiL  tsl 
satisfied  with  iut«rferiiig  with  his  pleasure,  ClioiMal  ud  fo 
audacious  sifiter  sought  even  to  ronae  tb«  natinti  agabat  liiik 
Louts  XV.,  jacldiiig  to  the  representations  of  Madaiw  ili 
Biiny,  suJdeuly  dismissed  the  daring  muiister.  M.  d» 
Choiseul  was  sent  into  eidle ;  Id  consideratiun  of  hi*  tauiM 
wife,  tilt!  king  dlciwed  him  to  retire  to  Chautelonp,  when  W 
possessed  a  magnificent  residence.  Madriuie  de  Cnouiua^ 
banished  frmu  the  raurt,  become  a  provisdal  cuonca,  at 
lived  in  n  state  of  mcnliocrity,  until  she  asceaded  the  tedM 
in  the  titoe  of  the  Ke volution. 

The  disgnicc  of  Clioiseul  was  a  real  triamph,  and  il::  •  : 
not  only  the  weakuess  of  royal  authority,  but  th«  Ll-i..:  - 
jinigreiis  the  philosojihic  party  had  mad*:.     All  llmt  ti.- !  •'• 
held  of  uoble  and  diiitinguishod  flocked  aroaad  th«  nn"'-'^' 
in  his  exile ;   and,  as  though  to  brare  tbo  maiUKh  dm 
openly  still,  tht.<rt<  was  erected  at  Chaiitdoap  a  ' 
which  all  the  names  of  the  visitore  were  inacribcd. 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  this  protest  aguost  tha  pami 
wiU  of  the  Govereigu.     Never  was  the  poweileaBSeai  of  ibt* 
lute  toonaichy  more  dearly  manifested. 

Madame  du  Barry  made  a  moderate  nae  of  her  tTianp^ 

Though  80  much  hated  and  reriled,  abe  was  indiffisimt  ta 

revenge.     If  she  had  cattsed  ChoLseol  t«  be  diamiawd,  il  *>* 

because  his  ruin  or  hers  was  necasKuy.     This  natunl  k>>^ 

Bees  of  heart,  and  the  perfect  gtXNl  humonr  which  aiw  thnjs 

displayed,  greatly  contributied  to  faacinate  tlu!  king.    'Vt 

must  shut  up  the  Bostile  ;  you  will  send  no  one  to  it,*  Ik 

n{t«n  obserred  to  her.     One  of  Madame  du  Barry's  (ml  acti 

was  to  make  her  lover,  the  Duke  of  Aiguillou,  minister,    h 

is  asserted — on  somewhat  doubtful  autliority,  indeed,  boi  Ik* 

temper  of  Louis  XV.  renders  the  fact  probible — tlmt  iladMt 

rdn  fiany  ordered  D'AignilInn  to  go  and  thank  the  king  fbrlkt 

■oragn  ministry,  though  it  had  never  been  given  to  hia ;  asd 

■faait,  with  his  tuaal  apathy,  L>:iui)S  XY.  subiiiitted  tuthvwiOaf 

Bb  migtresB,  aad  allowed  D'AiguiUon  to  enter  on  the  dtitka  fL 

Hm  offio!  aha  haA  thus  bestowed  on  him  of  her  own  anihnrtj 
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The  fwlitiKal  power  of  Sladame  du  Barry  led  tf)  what  had 
m  the  constant  aim  of  monarchy  since  Louia  XIV.,  the 
■ircsfiitm  nf  the  parliamenta.  This  coup  d'etat,  the  work 
irite  and  of  her  lover, — for  it  was 
.-'  t  governor  of  Brittany,  hnd  rondcrod 

Ufclf  to  notorious  iu  the  affairs  of  I^a  Chaloiats, — did  not 
nace  a  very  deep  or  real  effect  on  the  jAi]ci80i>hic  power  of 
mXf,  The  p^u'liamcnts  represented  Jansenism  :  tiiere  was 
HLlf^IHtthy  betM-cen  them  and  the  pldUmophc-rH ,'  ivhu 
PMn|>on  Uicm  as  an  old  nud  worn-out  form  of  opposdtiooi 
I  whoae  nini  wus  for  more  bold  and  destructive.  The  in- 
■■nf  Maduiue  du  liarry  was  iixtremely  slight.  Oq  society 
^0f}ie  huil  no  power  :  nor,  irnlfcd,  did  nhe  seek  to  exur- 
iHiy.  Her  own  cunversiition  waa  free  from  wit  or  delicacy : 
KM  Md,  and  even  licentious.  At  cotirt,  Madiime  dtj  Bnrry 
■dsed,  however,  aoiae  power.  ITie  ojjposition  which  had 
p  miaed  as  long  as  C'huisenl  was  in  authuirity,  ceased  when 
Ijwwer  of  the  royid  favourite  was  fully  cousoljdaled.  The 
■t  Dohle  noine.';  in  the  land  were,  ultimately,  inscribed  at 
I  door  of  Madame  du  Bony,  as  they  had  formerly  been 
pbcd  on  the  column  of  Chantelonp.  It  was  on  these 
^BUiat  the  freedom  of  speech  of  Madame  du  Barry — a 
piFin  which  the  king  evidently  took  pleasure — reaeted. 
hula  to  win  a  few  favours,  and  pay  their  court  to  the 
I'  ''    li^eu  and  other  old  courtiers  entered,  as  they 

[1  .  L'S,  OQ  the  ways  of  perdition,  and  relinquished 

I  elegant  jthraseotogy,  for  which  they  had  been  remarkable 
long,  in  order  to  ado]it  the  languuge  which  Madame  dn 
■y  h:id  picked  up  among  iibanduiied  women  and  chevaliers 
Hmti-ic,  the  oompamons  f>i  her  youth, 
ibotigh  the  ncoenity  of  her  position  had  made  ^Madame 
parry  enter  into  the  views  of  the  devout  party — since  she 
k^thu  philoflojiiiio  supporters  of  Choiscul,  whom  they 
Wg-  disliked— there  existed  no  real  sympathy  betwoea 
Bisil  Uie  religious  jwrtion  of  the  natioii.  Never,  i>erhaps. 
Itliere  so  uncomprnmising  ii  reproof  administered,  as  that 
b  Loau  AT.  receired,  in  the  jiresence  of  liii  fa.vcKirttfi  wv\ 
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of  the  vrkole  court,  from  the  liishop  ol  S«nei . 
prcAchlng  before   Llm,  reprfiacht'd   liim  with  tli« 
c-rrnre  of  Lw  life,  and  witii  tliat  liist  Bcnudttl  of  all,  I 
of  Madamo  du  liarn-,  in  terms  which  inii;ht  well 
i  monarch  blu-tb  with  aliame,  if  fcliamc  had  tui 
Bed  to  colour  that  withered  choek.*     Notwitl 
"ndftcity  of  his  rejinwfa,  or  ;     ' 
Hiime  Biiihup  of  Scucz  was  uJi 

king  duiiug  the  Lent  of  tlie  yesir  1774.     He  choee  fori 
liis  texts  the  worda  of  the  Prophet :   "  Vet  forty 
Nineveh  shall  bo  overthrown  I"   ai»d  when  the 
wore  post,  LouiB  XV.  was  lying  dead  in  the 
Siiint-Denia. 

A  sudden  attiick  of  the  sniaU-pux  carried  off  the  | 
in  the  sixty-fuurth  years  of  his  age.  An  long  as  ( 
any  chanco  of  his  recovery,  the  death-bed  of  the  sici 
witne^ud  a  struggle  aa  dLigncefni  as  that  of  Me 
nf  duToteee;,  who  had  submitted  to  the  dcgrtuhiiff] 
of  Madmae  du  Barry,  delayed,  as  long  aa  decency  ^ 
tlie  religious  rites  which  luust  neci 
lemovFd  from  court  ;  whilst,  on  tht- 
and  jihiloaopluc  friends  of  the  cx-uiiiii^ter  Cboiseut,  i 
their  intrigues  to  terrify  the  dying  kiiig,  and  haaMD  ik 
inttny  that  wiis  to  ntin  Modxkiae  du  Barry.  Reli^ont 
at  length  prevuiled  once  more  over  the  mind  of  Lad 
He  ordurc-d  D'Aiguillon  to  UJm  away  Uadjuns  du 
alter  a  tender  and  final  adieu  to  his  mistrco, 
himself  dvct  to  liia  confe-^ior.  Aa  it  was  not  yet  i 
whether  tlie  king  wnutd  recover  or  not,  aeveral 
court  thought  fit  to  call  ou  M.-ulamc  du  l^irry  in  her 
nient ;  and,  in  conseqituncc  of  ilue  wens,  for 
ttOjcra-nrds,  looked  uitou  with  disfavour  under  t| 
LduiA  XVI. 
.VV^cn  doubt  no  longer  existed  with  regard  to  i 
ttk  of  the  king,  the  event  was  cx|>ected 

•  "  Qu'il  «viiit  Hi  nm 
utiUijtie."  won  tlie  gxv><- 
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iiy.    Prayers  were  offered  ufi  for  him  by  the  clergy  in  the 
tks;  but  few  of  his  eubjocts  joiueJ  iu  these  [ictitiona. 
[miwrdes  kept  their  vow  ;   Jjouis  XV,   had   neither  n 
r  an  "Ave"  from  them.     With  tlie  excei)tiim  of 
Lif  Ifadame  du  Bany,  none  of  the  courtiers  cared 
icuncuvt  their  entire  indifference  on  thcMibjectof  the  life  or 
1  of  their  sovereign.     The  neghjcted  daughters  of  Louis 
'  alnoo  had  sufficient  courage  and  devotedness  to  attend  on 
whnsc  loathsome  disease,  Bggravated  by  a  di»- 
I  led  all  who  ajiftroached  him  with  horror. 
1  tlitt  10th  of  iluy  177 1,  the  whole  court  was  hourly  ex- 
iting, ill  the  "  a-il  de  bujof "'  of  the  palace  of  VeniailleB,  the 
olutiiin  of  tlie  king.     The  dauphin,  and  the  rest  of  the 
I  fiimily,  were  to  leave  the  jjalace  as  sooa  a<i  Louia  XV, 
lid  hjivo  breathed  his  last.     Everytlung  was  in  readiness, 
I  one  of  the  few  attendants  who  lingered  in  the  chamber 
[tLe  (lying  monarch  had  placed  alighted  tnjwr  behind  one 
tit'  windows,  to  act  aa  a  signal     It  waa  known  beforehand, 
that  feeble  Ugbt  vanished,  Louis  XV.  wodd  have 
1 1<)  exist 

I  taper  was  extinguished.    The  dauphin  was  then  with 

jjoimg  wife  in  a  remote  part  of  the  pahice.     A  sound,  like 

of  loud   thunder,  was  heard ;  it  was  the  rush  of  JBnu- 

ble  courtiers,  eagerly  pressing  forward  to  do  homage  to 

I  Mw  king,     Louis  XYL  and  Marie  Antoinette  trembled 

tnmed  pale.  An  instinctive  and  irresistible  impulse  i 
it  them  both  fall  down  on  their  knees  ;  a  feeling  of  dread 
ncd  to  usher  in  for  them  their  most  inauspicious  reign, 
"itlt  heads  humbly  bowed,  clasped  hands,  and  gushing  tears, 
•Jiey  ejcctnijned,  ia  a  faltering  tone,  "Guide  ua,  0  God! 
i'totcet  us  !  we  are  called  to  reign  too  young," 

Knw  often  yet,  wiulst  reading  the  history  of   that  fatal 
I,  will  human  wisdom  aak,  Ob,  why  did  not  Heaven  bear 
tluit  prayer  ? 

The  Couute*B  of  Noadlcs  entered  the  apartment,  and  was   j 
;!ip  first  tu  salute  the  new  sovereigns.    All  the  gnind  officers 
jf  the  crown  followed  ia  succeasion.    Wlitii  l\na  ivxt'j  ■«»* 
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mer,  Marie  Antoinette,  lenningon  Iter  btisbaud's  arm,  entend 
the  carriage  in  waiting,  and  rude  off  with  the  rest  of  the  pjpi 
soite.     As  Boon  as  it  waa  known  that  tba  jOTtng  kii^  and 
queen  were  gone,  l3ie   conrtieis   deserted  tfaa  tvyal  pdu*  i 
Eveiy  one  now  dreaded  to  stay  any  longer  near  ihe  deocMol  j 
monarcb,  whoae  decaying  remains  exhaled  a  ccnttagkxi  a>  f(nd  ] 
as  the  foul  corruption  of  hia  leign. 

A  few  attendants  watt^hed  by  the  corpse,  vhidi  wm  planl ' 
ID  *  coflfin  without  being  embalmed,  and  conveyed  aa  ^cediJ^f 
and  privately  as  possible  to  Sftint- Denis.  There  it  retted; 
until  the  people,  maddened  with  hatred,  c&need  hy  agci  nl 
miseiy,  rose  in  their  wTath,  and,  after  immolating  the  Ihii^ 
spent  the  last  efforts  of  their  Teugeance  on  tisea  seoadew  deid, 
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CHAPTER  L 

XVL  AST)  MAEIE  ANTOINETTE — THEIR  POPCLABITY — 
HL-FEEUNO  AOAINST  THE  QnKEN— OHANGE  IN  THE  SFIBIT 
»  SOCIETY. 

»me  warning  voice  which  bad  bo  boldly  upbraided  the 
of  Louis  XV.,  calling  on  the  guilty  sovereign  to  repent 
le  hour  of  repentance  should  have  once  more  gone  by, 
ushered  in  the  opening  reign  with  accents  of  prophetic 

m  of  Bcauvais,  Bishop  of  Senez,  was  enjoined  to  preach 
ineial  sermon  of  the  deceased  monarch,  whom  he  had  so 
iringly  censured  in  aU  the  pomp  and  pride  of  his  kingly 
r.  The  austere  prelate  belonged  to  the  strict  and  un> 
romising  portion  of  the  French  clergy ;  he  fulfilled  his 
OS  task  with  mournful  but  courageous  severity.  The 
t  of  perishable  mortality  could  not  awe  him  into  pitying 
reacherous  silence,  or  make  him  flatter,  with  lying  lips, 
aany  errors  of  the  royal  dead.  He  spared  them  not : 
f  alluding  to  the  unpopularity  of  Louis  XV.  during  the 
years  of  his  reign,  he  uttered  this  striking  and — for  ab- 

sovereigns — ever-memorable  remark  :    "  The   people," 
e,  solemnly,  "  have  not  perhaps  the  right  of  complaining ; 
icirs   is  at  least  the  right  of  remaining  silent.     Their 
■,  then,  becomes  the  lesson  of  kings." 
ilst  pronouncing  the  funeral  oration  of  Louis  XV.,  the 

seemed  to  be  also  lamenting  over  the  dark  era  of  vice 
bilosophy  j  which,  though  bom  beneath  that  monarch's 
was  not  now,  like  him,  going  down  to  the  tomb.  The 
p  of  Senez  addressed  the  whole  eighteenth  century  in  a 
"i  gloomy  forebodiBg.     He  acknowledged  tiie  mX/c&Q&ViuiSL 
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progress  France  had  mode ;  bot  be  Uttafy  repcoicbei  t^ 
age  for  its  impious  and  prcAigate  p}a\aaoghj,     "  We  ^ 
have  no  more  superstition,"  he  moamfiLDyobaer 
religion  will  be  extinct ;  no  more  hiaa  beroJsm,  1 
our  will  have  ceased  to  exisL  .  .  .  Behflld  1  je  bold  : 
the  ruin  caused  by  yoar  BjBtems  !    Tremble  aXjaia  mcaema, 
nnd  at  a  revolution  more  fatal  than  the  haranes  which  hm 
changed  the  aspect  of  several  states  aroond  na :  for  then^  it 
least,  men  still  worship  and  live  Tirtncnul^ ,     And  ahiQ  on  i 
unhappy  descendants  hare  no  &ith,  no  hanoor,  md  no  Goil  J 
O  holy  Gallican  Cbnrch  [    O  most  GhiiEtaui  kingdom  1  M] 
of  o(ir  fathcra,  have  mercy  on  posterity  1 "    Few  heeded  ti« 
warning  of  the  too-clear-sighted  bishop,  who  lived  to  see  ti« 
i-evolution  he  had  foretold. 

Voltaire  ansvrcred  the  Bishop  of  Senea^s  xttaA  en  tti 
eighteenth  century,  in  a  strain  of  eoarae,  petsootl  ebnwi  fit 
accused  him  of  ingratitude,  for  having  boldly  alliuled  to  fb 
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never  s;iw,"  oljstTvoa  llic  ttnvcUor  Swinburoe, 

more  risible  thiui  it  ajipeari  tu  be  on  the  loss  of  this 

Ixmb  le  bieQ-aime."     Without   exaiuiuiiig  from  what 

<ro  artise  the  entliusiasm  of  tlie  pmijilf,  <ir  what  bo^tes 

»«r  luvRssiiin  to  tliB  tlirone  was  iloomed  to  realise  or  dis- 

<  ingenuously  rejoic«d  over  Uioir 

^ -■'-  .' ,  ---:ty. 

Bie  king  had  then  reached  his  twentieth  year.  His 
Bres  «vre  heavy  and  Rointnonpkcc,  but  of  a  mild  and 
P^olcnt  ex]ii-c£si(>ii.  Uis  person  was  awkward  mid  uu- 
fMy ;  Lis  luunuer  timid,  hesitating,  and  Abrupt.  Without 
mean  or  vulgar,  his  bearing  hiid  none  of  the  conscious 
Sty  which  bacomea  the  exercise  of  roysd  power.  It  was 
able  Ui  lH;h(>l(l  him  and  not  to  feci  that  the  respect  ho 
Ived  was  [imd  to  rank  alone.  The  chanicter  of  Louis 
\\'L  corresponded  with  his  personal  appearance  ;  pious,  kind- 
Utrled,  humane,  but  weak  and  timid,  his  virtnes  were  of 
ilta*"  which  secure  affection  and  esteem,  whilst  they  ever  fail 
.  iiiil  admiration.  His  intellect  neither  rose  above  nor 
;^acatli  average  excellonee.  He  was,  however,  one  of 
lltMt  geographers  ia  bis  kingdom,  and  drew  up,  with  his 
(hand,  ihi'  instroctinns  for  the  expedition  of  the  ill-&ted 
pfrouic  ;  who  attriltuted  them  to  iiiombcrs  of  the  Academy 
cioiicen,  and  was  greatly  astonished  to  lesint  that  they 
atoJ  /nnii  the  king.  His  chief  pleasures  were  hunting 
>  smithwork,  in  which  he  excelled ;  his  tastes  and  feelings 
iJ'sctittJilly  .slitiplo  and  homely  :  everywhere,  save  on  a 
ne,  he  would  have  been  happy  and  respected  ;  but  with  all 
Lvirtues  of  a  private  man,  ho  had  none  of  those  tfaikt  a 
irch  should  puttsesa.  The  keen,  unerring  sense  that  reads 
Bgh  men  and  men's  motives,  the  skill  to  avoid  nccdle«a 
7,  the  daring  to  brave  it,  the  power  and  energy  that  fit  a 
Utr  fctrife  and  victory,  were  all  wanting  ui  Louis  XVL 
Jwik  and  resistless  between  Lis  friends  and  his  enemies, 
1  y  the  lust  speaker,  he  never  knew  how  to 
irt  for  lefoiTO  with  which  he  oi:k:c«1  hin 
Of  all  thu  hi{^  rjuflfitius  a  kinj;  shouiA  o\si\,VeWi. 
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bat  one  ;  the  [mtient  and  almoet  subliioo  eodanace  si 

medialtle  niiiifortuues. 

The  feelings  generally  iiu]>iTed   by  Louis   XTL,  it 
e|>ocli  of  bis  acocsaiou  to  the  thrutie,  wore  c«t«ein  :■■ 
theso  feelii^  rose  into  euthiisitism  when  be  ui 
public  with   his  young  and   lovely   wife     Fnnn  iitr 
eutraiice  into  the  country  over  which  she  was  dutiuil  I 
reign,  !Marte  Antoinette  hod  cxcttod,  by  her  fn^r«  *nd  1 
a  uuiveraal  seotiment  of  admiratiou.     V 
Dukt."  uf  Druaac,  then  governor  of  Piiri? 
dauphtite&s  in  his  ofBciiil  nutk,  his  tiolo  fa»r»ngTic  ynt 
gallant  iwsuninco   that,  in   the  crowd   arour. '   ' 
ulreiidy  made  the  conquest  of  two  hundred  ■ 
"  AL  I  the  good  people  ! "  both  she  and  the  • 
eielaimod,  aa  they  saw  tbcmMlves  surroiiBdcd  ... 
by  a  rcspcctfxd  luid  loving  multitude.     Tbnugh  the  dtitpb 
eea  was  then  little  moTv  than  fifteen,  she  di.^; ' 
degree  of  tact  iieid  uddres.     On  returning 
VeniailleA,  fdio  said  to  her  fatber-m-law  : — "  Ub !  xn 
been  so  kindly  received  I     How  much  you  roust  bo  loreil^ 
Thus  di'licately  iittribnting  to  tlic  aff«ftion  {v\t  for  the  1 

bf  sudden  iHipularity,  of   which   ho  might  olht'rvrite 

bcwn  liimscLf  jciilous.     On  tho  evening  of  her  orcivkl,  i 
supped  with   tlio  princes,  and  several  court  \aJu», 
Lwhoui   was   Madanw  du    Barry.     Louis    XV.   tmblu 

ntroduccd  the  profligate  courtcsiui  to  liis  d;iuglit<:r 
The  youthful  Marie  Aiitoineltu  deeply  reseated  this  iud 
but,  not  wishing  to  testify  her  anger  too  openly,  «hi» 

Jiked  what  wxs  the  beautifid  MatUmo  du  Dorr)''*  offiw  i 
court,     "  To  iileuse  and  amuse  the  kinj:,"  wa^ 
and  arahigxious  reply.     "Then   I  sliall  be< 
answered  the  daupliines&  with  a  6mil& 

Marie  Antoinette  was  in  her  nineteenth  \ 
of  Louis  XV.  Years  had  ripened  her  lovd 
atill  all  the  blooui  and  fr«.'8hiicj«  of  youth.  ( ^ 
even  m!»re  than  strictly  beautiful,  she  eser<i 
n'bo  ajiprotMihed  lier,  *  Att^  wa.^  'vrK»*S>Jk<- 
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Juir,  the  dazzliixg  fairness,  and  the  briUiant  coiii- 
■  northern  beauty,  slie  imit«d  all  the  grace  mid 
of  tfafi  south.  Iter  oval  and  crpreaaive  coDntenauce 
remarkably  chanicteristic  by  the  high,  clear 
deliattuly-furmtHi  aquiline  nose,  and  full  Auetriau 
in  her  nice.  The  admiration  her  personal 
called  forth  was,  however,  always  tempered  by  the 
due  to  her  rank.  The  penetrating  glance  of  her  Sue 
es,  the  niingled  pride  and  sweetnesit  of  Ler  smile,  and 
ig  elojjiuice  and  dignity  of  ht'r  carriage,  whilst  they 
to  the  loveliness  of  the  woman,  never  allowed  the 
ler  U>  forget  Uje  qcieen.  Marie  Antoinette  had  Leeu 
for  the  express  purpose  of  appearing  with  the  ut- 
tage  at  the  court  of  France.  She  readily  acquired 
and  frivolous  grace  necessary  to  a  princess  who  was 
lej  to  reign  over  the  most  polished  and  ikstidious  nation 
tope,  and  to  mingle  with  women  of  nnrivaUed  taste  sund 
Btit,  further  than  this,  the  teaching  she  received 
ut,  nnfiirtunatcly,  extend.  In  every  external  matter,  alie 
:perfectly  accompUsbed ;  she  failed  in  those  essentitJ 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  true  education  to  develop.  To  a 
i.cting  mind,  a  frivvJous  and  haughty  temper, 
iiture  full  of  rish  but  noble  imputes.  Though 
5)pe:ired  t<j  have  inherited  all  the  determination  of  her 
:r,  Maria  Theresa,  she  wimted  the  sagacity  and  couroge- 
itcss  which  distinguished  the  empress-queen.  Ardent, 
DUB^  and  imprudent,  Marie  Antoinette  seemed  destined 
le  for  a  moment  the  court  over  which  she  doubly 
OS  woman  and  as  queen ;  to  share  and  embitter  her 
lad's  fatftl  destiny ;  and  to  shed  around  the  story  of  his 
the  nuilanchviy  charm  of  her  beauty,  heroism,  and  niis- 
lea. 
nigns  of  thiit  gloomy  future  were  yet  visible.  The 
)n  was  one  of  imclouded  serenity.  None  of  those  who 
led  II  r        "    '  '  i  .'uid  admired  qneen  of  France  could 

e  UiL  "luse  that  was  to  replace  her  brilliant 

or  tlie  MOiSoid  which  closed  her  briet  ivud  %ibi  cuict^x . 
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But,  cvcu  at  that  epoch  of  iinirersal  lirijie  .ind  joj,  nunj 
those  who  btbdd,  with  secret  disaffectiun.  thf  dAo^^iiter 
Marin  Theresa  seated  on  the  throne  of  France.  From  At 
opening  of  her  reign,  a  paity,  inimif^l  to  the  jimng  <{*■ 
and  the  Anstrian  aHiance,  watched  with  hostile  gkaot  tmj 
impnideuce  of  Marie  Atitainette.  It  has  been  mentaooail,  ■ 
the  preceding  pages,  that  Cholseul,  iu  order  to  {ireserrt  kfe- 
self  in  his  position  of  prime  minister,  after  tho  ioA  ft 
Madame  de  Pompadour,  had  married  the  cLiuphin  to  a  praoM 
of  Anstria.  This  iiuion  was,  at  the  time,  viewed  wiih  tt- 
pleasure  by  the  greatest  i)ortion  of  the  untion.  Ffuoc  U 
been  tat  too  many  centuries  at  war  with  Austria,  and  IW 
alHance  concluded  with  tbat  power  through  Madaai  it 
Pompadour  was  too  tLoroughly  hateful  for  the  mairiaK*  rf 
the  heir  to  the  crown  with  Marie  Antoinette  not  to  tw  gnr- 
rally  viewed  with  diafayour.  The  superstitiously-incltaed  lU 
not  fail  to  notice  the  many  fatal  omens  which  had  nahmd  ia 
this  unhappy  union.  A  mysterious  and  melancholy  bte  b^ 
they  said,  been  predicted,  duiiag  her  yoaUi,  tu  the  farosiii 
daughter  of  Haria  Thereea.  She  left  Vienna  amidit  Ik 
mourning  of  the  whole  jteople,  and  images  of  grief  and  fam> 
greeted  her  on  her  arrival  in  France,  The  pavihon  prepMcdfcr 
her  at  Straeburg  was  hung  with  tapestries  repreaentiog  II t^ 
sdll  covered  with  the  blood  of  her  children,  and  the  bfia* 
Crenjsa  writhing  in  the  agonies  of  death.  A  terrific  M» 
burst  forth  on  her  marriage  day ;  and  the  splendid  firtwaito 
given  on  the  Pl;M:e  Louis  XV.,  in  honour  of  her  naptiaU  *iik 
the  dauphin,  cost  the  lires  of  several  hundred  penenk  «fc» 
perished  on  the  same  fat^  sjmt  where  both  aha  ud  btr 
husband  were  afterwards  to  Buffer.  Marie  ^ 
ubiy  thought  httlo  of  these  incidents  :  so 
their  rektiou  to  the  future  tras  ooncenud ;  but  Ui«n 
others  who  treasured  up  these  circamstaaces  in  tlieir 
oud  dwelt  upon  them  with  superstitioos  dread. 

Apart  even  from  the  prejudice  berAnstriaa  faiith 
figaimt  her,  the  yovin^  ^m\thxa^a')na«a\>a{KtiniaU,  o* 
Arri\-aJ  ill  France,  as  to  make  iniauBN«»  «wsna«fc,<a^^"ii&««' 
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I  point  of  eliqDCttc.      Slaru  TLiToaa   had   rerjKCBtcd  of 
XV,,   tliat   her   daughters    coiism,    Mndemoisollo   dc 
i^armtiK.  mi^ht  dnncL'  a  miuQCt  at  the  uiarrtage-ljall,  inune- 
•iinci'8  and  jirinecssea  of  the  ruyjil  family. 
s<ie3  opjwsed  this  in  the  moat  vebcmetjt 
tig  that  they  recognised  no  intervening  rank 
t  tbemselres  nttd  the  princes  iif  the  blood,  and  that  if 
elle  de  Lorraine  were  allowed  to  dance  her  minuet, 
!  lit  uf  thoir  jinvUcges,  all  the  court  hidies  would 

jt  ,   ijipeariug  at  the  ball     Louis  XV.  vainly  asked 

fc,  u  A  pcnonal  favour,  to  waive  their  right  for  onoo : 
p  ' '         ''J.     Tlie   daaphiness  vraa   greiiUy  of- 

kl  y.    Having  procured  one  of  the  letters 

■Eh  Lonis  XV'.  had  addrcs3(>d  on  this  suliject  to  his  rebcl- 

■  ari£tocr4Gy,  she  put  it  away  carefully,  and  wrute  on  tlie 
Kn,  "  J(  m'en  tounitndrai" 

^K  '  rently  trilling  matter  sjirnng  that  Tag«e 

^Bti'  o  "^^  mistrust  which  always  existed  between 

B»  Afiloinette  and  the  high  court  nobility.  Thia  feeling 
HocnMed  by  the  resentment  the  queen  felt  for  the  com- 
■iie  neglect  with  which  she  had  been  treated  until  her 
pl*md'8  accession  to  the  throne. 

Kkinoie  da  Barry  was  all  powerfnl  during  the  latter  jeara 
Booiit  ITV.'s  reign.  Whilst  sli/e  was  surrounded  by  assidttons 
HfaOL  tlio  proud  young  dauphiuess  was  scarcely  allowed  to 
^HHft  general  influence  of  which  women  are  often  more 
^^Bsa  of  the  substantial  realities  of  power.  An  luiac- 
^^■td  struggle  wos  incefsautly  ciirried  on  between  the 
^^B  -wife  and  the  king's  mistress,  Madame  du  Cany 
■cttd  the  retrograde  party,  and  Mario  Antoinette  gave 
B  tittle  pdwer  she  [>osse.v!ied  to  the  Duke  of  Choiseul  and 

■  philosophers :  the  very  men  whouo  imprudence  was  pre- 
"  '  1 1  urn. 

ri\  ,  ,i!t  too  haughty  to  shew  how  deeply  the 

Bt*  iif  the  c<iiirtiers  had  wounded  her,  Marie  Antoinette 
fcr  f«irgx)t  thi'm ;  and  perhaps  manifested  bor  resentment 
I  WDUmi't  to<t  openly,  when  she  leceiiied,  aa  c^fte&  q\ 
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FkaKCr  *1m  hnwiigi  UAorto  pud  to  IfaduM  da  Bvry. 
did  not  taad  Ut  fmcitf  the  ai^Jln«triAa  puty, 

ts  a|anid  ivimrbs  iBJnrioos  to  ibc  yomng  ioi» 
Her  K^^^mitadaoB  and  Ioi«  of  pkanrewKeii 
L  iBlp  k  taHiaK7  to  aatiic;  and  a  visb  for 
aad  f  oriiidda  aHnMOMaiL  One  of  the  most  iuMoeot 
oObrie  AatoiiMlte — facr  duN^ud  of  atiqaett*— fwoved, 
&«aL  TkeaBtiaiteaatoaBorUKlaiidftitand 
i  widi  ■MMTOWi  ami  tadHOB  «■««,  wUch  liwl  Ik 
advsBtagsefaot  allowing  a  abMlow  of  npnMdi  to  raatoilW 
■MB  cf  tf»  McngA's  ywa.  It  «w  f«h  tlwt,  like  Cbw'* 
wife,  Am  Aoald  not  etca  b*  ■aapeetedL  Ooafidivg  ud  iMt- 
pcBcnoed,  tke  qoMB,  i^M  di&ked  nwtnuiil,  bMtwwd  to  bm 
haneif  froB  the  eonalaat  aBrrdttneB  enrdsed  spun  Iwr  I7 
kr  tilled  sttcadnta.    She  ttn  ncrdjr  oonplied  vith  tb«  is- 
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dtymdwa  apiritiif  iIm  aea;  baft  this  freedon  uf 
■nhjaetad  ha  lo  giiwoMa  wwintoi  yietatkiaa,  A  qaem  afci 
eo«ld  tralk  out  vitbout  IioofMi,  and  mho,  in  lier  ntnat  W 
TiiaiMn,  acttuIlT  reqaested  all  thm  gnesta  to  ba  aealcd  in  W 
fwamor,  ma  iiidigiiantly  proaooiited — hf  tke  iriitaoatdaa» 
gws  of  tiks  eemt  of  Loom  XV.— -eapabie  oC  aaj  imgngtUti, 
It  u  a  tact  bejond  doobt,  tbat  tbe  in&niaaa  cakiBaiai  tpi0 
tlie  queen,  and  of  vMch  tlM  ttaoea  ate  aot  yot  -wboJlf  Atd 
in  Ftmnce,  fiist  ori^nated  amongik  tbe  aobflitjr. 

With  the  T«^et«eBB  wfakli  alvajrs  dMiactensad  her;  Mm 
Atitoioette  did  little  to  conciliate  the  noUaB  of  bar  cooit  Sb( 
bad  Dot  forgotten  their  sabaariencjr  to  lladaaM  da  Rany,  «r 
their  conduct  towards  Mademoiai^  de  Lofiajna  at  tba  of^idi 
of  her  mamage  ;  and  she  both  landed  at  aad  rlcniiml  tbtf 
arutocratic  preteaaons :  well  knowing  that  aeaiteiy  t*ae  i* 
amaafftk  the  highest  famOiea  waa  bee  from  tba  stain  of  loaM 
ftMitw^  mesalliaace.  Thi3  latter  cooadtimtioa  indoccd  ik 
not  to  congult  mcrelj  high  btrtb  in  tba  gift  vt  tboK 
and  favours  -which  were  at  her  dispoaal,  bot  lo  k 
guided  chiefly  by  her  own  personal  fr»4ingi  and  aflbctifl^ 
The  great  families,  who  looked  on  aU  tbe  poats  at  eoml  * 
by  right,  were  pn>f  ouudly  j 
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frsoTis  whom  the  queeusiriendsbip  had  .ilonc  raiscl 

itj.     Matie  Antoinette  cared  little  for  tht>ir  diseoii- 

policy  WAS  neyer  her  favoorite  virtue  :  she  did  not  seo 

'     ■  rificiiig  her  owii  incliiiatidtis  to  those  whom 

i<  lined  to  consider  as  mere  dependiints  on 

Hy;  mid  nhe  was  still  loss  disposed  to  fetter  Iter  freedom 

I  tlio  dull  and  wearisonio  routine  of  etiiiaette, 

tastes  were  tiatnTaUy  mmpk* ;  a  solitary  walk  in  thu 
'  V  gardeus  of  her  favourite  Trinuon  delighted  her 
i  the  Btatelj  inajn^ficence  of  Versailles,  with  its 
^onocB,  hrcod   sTcnuee,   and   sculptured   marble  fountains. 
I  Aotoioette  often  displayed  the  natural  kiodness  of  ber 
1  in  thfse  lonely  promenades.     None  evtr  implored  ber 
iln  vain  :  she  indLscriniinately  relicvetl  the  ■wretched  beinp 
laongbt  ber  a8stijtanc&     Her  benevolence  had  all  the  siii- 
and  indiscretion  of  youth.     Altliough  these  morning 
Were   perfectly   innocent,   the   queen  trusted  t*io 
Brely  to  the  love  and  esteem  of  the  people  as  her  aafe- 
I  against  caJuniny.     Iler  generous  tmture  deceived  her 
I  Keiwcl  to  the  rool  worth  of  popularity.     Heedless  of  the 
,  die  welcomed  royalty  as  a  glorious  vision,  fraught  with 
tteag  uiid  joy.     Time  alone  shewed   her  that  even  the 
',  diadem  she  wore  might  in  the  end  become  a  sharp  and 
'  cn)wn  of  thoma. 

lo  of  the  queen,  though  genotally  reproved,  waa 

,ally  followed.     The  fashions  daily  became  more 

td  leas  of  the  old  ostentatious  formality  miiikcd  social 

Since  the  death  of  Louia  XIV.,  the  ri^d  etiquette 

mer  tiiucs  had  gradually  decreased.     Nothing  was  st> 

banish  it  entirely  as  the  gro\\'ing  imi>ortanc-e 

nblies  :  it  id  when  men  meet  seldom  that  a  feel- 

"  jealous  restraint  marks  their  intercourse.     As  the  eigh- 

eenttirf  progressed  and  drew  to  a  close,  that  ardent 

of  equality  and  freedom,  which  ultimately  broke  forth  in 

iry  revolution,  induced  those  persons  who  then  com- 

l  good  society  to  indulge  in  all  the  liberty  consistent  with 

tlicir  habit*.     Althoii^^'li  a  great  degree  of  ludepeodLonGC  %li%%.&^ 


?t4 


WOMAN  IN  rKAxnc 


prevailed,  yet,  in  oitI«r  to  render  it  moro  cj ' 
tTCiises  of  the  most  Cksliicinable  Iiouseji  ol  i  ur-.-  u;.^|lr 
drawing- room*  aa  tafe*,  witli    aeiMirwtfl  tnlili-*   r»f 
cards,  nnd  newR]>ajtcra,  for  the  tMUjve!!  t»; 

were  aluioat  a*  free  from  restraint  as  u  ...  , :jf ' 

a,  place  of  public  resort  When  the  ijaccn  odniittoi 
her  tJiLle — an  uuiovatiou  till  tlieu  luibewd  of — the  Mii|| 
uf  ordinary  life  iiat\irally  reljixcd  it«  severity.  A  mow  I 
ftnd  dfiuocrmtir  tone  setmcd  to  jn-rvade  every  ulosi  uf  i 
tudi>'iiluul  in«rit  openly  Unik  its  legitimate  rank ;  th«  1 
gooisiiv  miupted  a  more  confidant  bcarinjo;,  and  the  noij 
t<m<>  iif  grc;itcr  compItiLianeo  :  the  barrit  • 
atation  daily  yielded  to  the  increasing  dcsM 

Though  Loui^  XVI.  did  not  at  first  feci  fur  th«  ([an 
paiaiouate  attjkchment  with  vilich  she  anerwardft  iztsfU 
kia  moral  and  rcHj^ni^itis  feelings  iut-lined  him  ti>n-vii»  »| 
dumcstic  life;  of  vtLith   he  felt   ihut  it  was  hi-t  duly  I 
the  first  example.     Whilst  tho  court  wsta  still  iu  mo 
for  his  gronilfathcr,  the  kuii:,  who  could  not  then  indn 
httutiijg,  took  long  mi '  ■  '       ""- with  the  tjne 

gardens  of  Choisy  v>i-  >  .  h.-ul  funuer!] 

the  beautiful  .\(adamc  de  Uliatenumnx.    On  the  day  fnl 
the  first  of  these  jiromcuadcs,  several  worthy  coupl««,| 
rcuiarkablc  for  coiijugul  affection,  took  iiattt-m  of  the  I 
pair,  and  had  the  cuara^e  tu  Witlk  ann-in-arm  togetj 
sevcr.'d  hours.     Thi«  was  cikuikidcrrd  a  bcr^tic  inataato  ( 
jKJWer  of  flattery.     Though  doccjicy  is  not  virtud,  it  1 
8IUU0  value.     If  the  court  of  T  ■'""  ij 

more  Blond  than  that  of  his  ju 
respectnhle  and  deooroua.     The  notek  of  Voja 
bdlou  were  ni>  longer  read  openly,  and  even  the^ 
Volt.'urc  (Miuld  not  shield  from  blame  the   liocntim 
some  of  hta  iin,>ductions. 

The  reign  of  Marie  Antoinette  and  Lonin  XA'I.  i 
be  aaid  to  have  unhered  Ln  a  rcittarkabhj  change  In  tha  1 
of  French  social  life.     Previously  to  ''     '     '     'Id 
the  fijtirit  of  plukiUT^Avy  \iaA  «Xt»«\ 
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Aftor  being  gtoaa  and  licentious  under  tUe  regency. 

nfaalcal,  and  reuBoning,  in  the  middle  of  the  centurj-,  it 

umed  a  scntimeiitjil   and  levelling  tendency,  which 

stcd  with  the  sensual  and  aristocratic  doctrines  uf  Vol- 

The  aspect  wkich  sodety  presented  wa*  in  accordance 

ipirit  of  kite  authors  in  fasliidn.     The  entlitiaiBLStic 

the  grave  and  domestic  Ricliardsou,  the  Bentimental 

It)  jinatoral  Gcsaner,  Im  disei]i]e,  Kloriim,  St  Pierre, 

,tlif<r  of  "  Paul  und  Virginia,"  had  replaced  the  cold 

of   preccJinj;    years.      Philosophy  Dow   aivsunied   a 

iffcrenl  tendency.     Vagno   desires   for  the   genenU 

bumiuijty,  luidefinecl  aspinttions  towards  excel- 

exa^erated  mauifcatations  of  feeling  (wliicli  were 

»Ily  gtigaiatiseJ  by  the  Uiiniu  of  gciieiblerif)  l>eg.in  ta 

rterise  French  society. 

the  environs  of  Paris,  and  in  gever;d  of  the  provincen, 
feitivaU  were  cstabUshcd.  Prizes  were  giveu  to  the 
•xemplttry  young  girls,  to  pious  cliildren,  and  to  kind 
Its. — A  [irize  fur  maternal  kindness  !  Good  actions  and 
Ubonrs  were  also  rewarded.  In  one  place  Ln  F6to  dea 
i  Gens  was  euthusiaeticdly  celebrated.  In  Miother, 
fte  des  Bonnes  Mocnra  (jruro  morals !)  was  held  witii 
*(•[>]  auiie. 

h  feativiils  and  ceremonies  mij^bt,  pcrliaps,  have  been 

J  and  Ajiiiropriate  in  a  pure  and  primitive  ertciol  sUtte  ; 

I  it  i«  likely  that  in  such  a  state  they  would  tiot  have 

bought  of;  but  in  France,  in  the  eightecntb  century,  in 

Tj  ctuitre  of  a  corru[)t  and  defying  world,  they  were 

lollow  vanities — a  mere  philoso])hical  varnish,  too  tmns- 

U>  hide  the  foul  corruption  which  lay  heu&tth  this  fjiir 

>g  of  virtue.     This  atTectatiuu  of  external  show,  so  well 

rntphujie  phi]oBophic[uc,"  was  chsentially  opposed  to 

re  iiilerual  morality  of  Christianity.    In  tliia  distinction 

|i  titciou*  ornameuta  and  austere  beauty  lay  the 

t  .r  two  systems, 

bnmo  JUccoLoni,  a  clever  authoress  of  the  period,  de- 
ktf^  her  uburI  tact,  the  ridiculous  aft^>«:tt.  ot  IW  \v«.>k 
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mania.    "  ^Vhat !"  she  petulati ;  d,"  eaooot  oa  mW  | 

nuw  writ«  Uu  lines  withoat  c_ ^i^,  '  O  gowl"  »  '   "  1 

benevulence  1*  '  O  htunanity  !'  'O  Tirtne  !'"    TV;- 
f  "■■   tiM  much  of  tbo  8i)edc'U»  mot»lity  or  Ki 

i      l.iy  of  rufioed  luid  elevntert  feeling     Beit: 

K]>iike  wiLii  ra]>turous  eulbu&Luuu  of  vlrtuM  tbey 
ti»ed,  liiey  tbi»ught  theiiisolveJ!    virtuona.      DUon..ii.i« 
ambitinua  vomun  gravuly  disciuded  Lbe  channs  of  t! 
retired  life,  and  dwi>tt  with  cmiiliaais  on  ' 
jiliitonic  love.       Hut  even    iu  this   emg;.. 
tiiere  w&a  much  that  was  giKxl  and  true.    Thti  ductiioM 
liivo  and   ciiuality    on  wkteh   it    i     '    ' 
(.^mtiuulty  ;    aud,  although  the   [ 
beautiful  and  primitive  simplicity  by  an  iudated  aad 
tiity  enthu.tiasm,  they  cuuld  not  dosU-oy  the  Mreiie  li 
wf  the  divine  original     Thia  "  seDsiblerie,"  however  ridii 
it  may  lin\e  tiecn,  was  only  the  woiik  side  of  .1 
cUaiigu  ill  tho   fi'elinjfS  and  ojiimutia  uf    lli<  ji 

According  to  another  observation  uf  the  kceii-aight«d 
Uiccoboui,  depth  had  now  become  thu  foUy  of  a  nati 
oelebmtod  for  its  'groccfal   frivoloaant-iM.      The  t: 
En^liind  h.-vl  greatly  contributed  to  thia  chiuigo.     Bol 
itnd  Women  bvL,-.ui  to  a^  themselves  if  there  were  ttu 
object  in  life  thnn  mere  pleogure.     Court  intriguea,  and 
adventures  of  profligate  nobles,  no  lii: 
every  conversation.     ITio  declamat 
jMiatorals  uf  Florion,  gave  fashiuuablu  people  a  tante 
cimntry,  which  displayed  itdelf  in  imitaltuns  uf 
tage  hfe,  and  in  such  fimciful  '*  bergcriea"  as  that  (»f 
lion,  where  Mariu  Antoinette,  her  husba: 
frionils,  assumed  tlie  character  of  pea»ii 
to  £1^1  as  ha|)py  as  the  bumble  btangs  ihoy  mprcacnted. 
Fiorian  was  pupular,  but  the  favouiite  wxiter  uf  Uiis 
appears  to.  have  been  the  nu%-clist  lUchardeon  :  "  That 
gcoiua,"  as  Diderut  vutliitHiaatically  utUed  liim.     Whi 
tloned  once  concerning  liis  own  aiSdrs,  the  Ft«uch  p 
could  only  answer  by  Virotea  feijiia,'Bi'j:as«ia  «4,  "  O 
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My  fiiends  !    O  Richardson  I"      Thi»  sjiirit  was 

ricul  hj  the  women  to  nn  extravagiint  heiglit.     Madfttne  ric 

uii  liuiiig  aliuwu  by  lUcharditon'a  sr>a-iii-kw  the  grave  of 

fAroiiriCc  Autlior,  in  Saint  Bride's  church,  kiielt  down  on 

)  lulluwcil  spjt,  and  there  shod  such  an  abundance  of  tears, 

her  guide  thought  alie  inuat  certainly  faint  away  from 

I  of  emotion.     The  sober  citizen  was  no  little  alarmed  at 

extraordinary  behaviour,  and  henceforth  abewed  liimsdf 

Bowhat   relnctant  to   exhibit   the   tomb    of  his   deceased 

tiw  to    French   ladius  of  audi    exquiaite   feelings.      The 

onabic  f^^iblca  naturally  took  the  tone  of  thia  extreme 

dtiveucss.      Geometry  and  btl  aprit  were  almoat  out  of 

Ladles  were  now   afflicted  wilh   inyattsrious   diseases 

Bilging  from  the  dcUcacy  of  their  nature.     Vapours,  and 

itliig  fits  returning  at  stated  periods,  became  the  prevalent 

Dta,  whilst  phtys  of  the  moat  tender  and  hkchrymose 

i  alone  tho  power  of  pleoung  the  public. 

piilJican   feeling  accompanied,  however,  this  philon- 

reaction.     The  fashions  took  a  Grecian  aspect,  and 

quity  waa  now  less  studied  for  its  literary  resources  than 

t  iU  pohtical  characteristics.     Art  Cishioned  itself  according 

I  Uie  [ircvftilii);^  mood.     The  days  when  Watteau  and  Boucher 

preted  the  poetry  of  Chaulieu,  Bemis,  and  Gentil  Bernard 

Voluptuous  paijitings,  wore  past      Grouzo  now  painted 

ana  in  the  style  ut  La  Cbauss6e's  plaintive  comedies, 

1st  tbt>  acadt'iiiical  vein  prepared  the  young  David  to  be 

'  [«int«r  of  the  llovolntioa.     This  admiration  of  rc-publiwui 

ciple*  was  lirst  professed  by  the  nobles.     It  was  they  who 

(ikodcd  in  the  palace  of  Versailles  the  "  Brutus"  of  Voltaire, 

I  iu  the  prtsence  and  by  the  commend  of  royalty.     The!>u 

pdhncs, 

"  Je  nuis  fiU  de  Bmtut,  «t  je  jxirt*  "■  """i  oojur 
Lft  liticrU-  graves,  et  ]<»  roiii  on  hurreur,'* 


'  received  with  enthusiiwtic  acclamations.     Tlie  imprudent 
-tent  admirers  of  republicaji   fri'i'dom  were  the 
■  "  ;t-.  who,  after  flidJiig  Andencom•8giugl\leBJ^l\^J\w^j.cs% 
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Uus«d  from  U  «s  loca  u  it  aNued  likdj  to  ngoik  lUr 
pnrikgH  ;  and  who,  aader  tlia  iiub«  cf  ^migtea,  ttml  *l 
Eora^  igunit  m  RpoUie  which  pullj  a«cd  it*  r  ihtwii  (» 

Ib  this,  hiOveTer,  as  veil  as  in  mxjiy  other  poiaCi^  thi 
aoUiM  ■!«  scarcely  to  be  eoosideied  free  ■genta.  ComI 
dwm  the  tide  of  opiuico  hy  the  imaisttble  impnbt  of  lk0 
age,  they  never  tightly  sodcntood  the  stent  laak  thfjrvm 
hted  to  acoom^ish.  It  is  aeldom  that  the  idcaa  dettbed  t^ 
benefit  the  people  are  first  called  forth,  or  erta  fnptfitti,  br 
them.  The  philosophy  of  the  eighteenth  eenttuy  m  «■»- 
tiftUy  aristocratic  in  its  origio.  From  ponces  to  ncHm,  Abb 
nobles  to  financier,  &om  these  to  bottt^geois,  aad  fttm  'it 
boinrgeoi^  to  the  people,  the  new  doctrines  dowly  AaeaAi 
in  erer-videning  circle%  until  the  hut  broad  ring  of  iD  a- 
btMed  the  whole  nation.  And  then,  bat  aot  till  tho,^ 
thoughts  fthape  thetnselTes  into  deeds. 

This  gnwliud  descent  waa  veiy  viable :  it  oqght  t»  bm 
been  equally  s^nificant  A  traveUer  retonied  tn  FniDot «» 
der  the  reign  of  Lom«  XVL,  after  haring  been  KTeial  jvs 
away  :  he  wiu  aiiked  vhaX  change  he  found  in  Paris  sine*  U> 
former  stay, — ''  fv'othiog,"  answered  he,  "  sare  that 
now  saying  iu  the  streets  what  was  formerly  aid  in  the 
big-rixims." 

The  tr&Tcller  was  right :  "philosophy"  had  gone  dnn 
the  people.  It  had  shattered  moral  and  rcligii>as  f«eUiig9, 
the  minds  of  those  whom  mch  feelings  alone  cuold 
patient  under  the  weight  of  their  misery.  In  a 
thrilling  vc>ice  it  had  ttild  the  injured  of  their  rights 
it  had  reminded  them  of  their  luany  g&Uing  wrongs. 
stiU  made  them  soffer  in  silence,  but  the  seed  of 
gi^face  was  sown, 


CHAPTER  II 

Of  THE  BUREAUX  D'ESPRIT  —  MAEECHALE  UK 
LUXKJCBOCRO  —  MADAME  BE  BEArHABSAJS — MADAMK 
XEC'SEK — GE&MAIKE  NECKER. 

traiiArkjtble  change  indicated  ia  the  preceding  chapter  as 

iu  French  uociety  had  not  yet  caused  it  to 

|(ii  kly-pijUshod  elegance.     The  rule  of  woman 

Over  this  artijacml  world  vos,  however,  now  passing  rapidly 

»w»y. 

MAdame  OeoSrin  and  MademoiBcUe  de  Lespinasae  died  in 

Her  portion  of  the  reign  of  Louis  XVI.,  and  no  ladies 

'  Uct  or  tuleiit  were  fi>u]id  to  seize  on  the  power  they 

I  racant     Old,  hlind,  ill-tempered  Madame  du  Defiiuidl 

mined ;   but  she,  ala«,  now  uttered  many  qnerulons 

lilts  concerning  neglect  and  ingratitude  of  friends,  wh(i 

iidoned  her  in  her  old  age.     Bent  double  with  years, 

, : jck  iult'lleet  unimpaired,  her  memory  still  stored  witli 

Uldi  of  the  regency,  and  many  a  scandaloua  anecduto  of  the 

^7*  of  Louis  XV.,  she  stood  amid  the  new  generation,  aight- 

1«>  Mill  alone,  a  withered  reUc  of  the  jiaat.     How  strangely 

must  ahe — 80  frankly  selfish  and  inexorably  real-^have  won- 

^"4  at  all  tbe  stnibs  of  high-flown  seutimcnt  tind  lofty 

^■flanthropy  which  suddenly  broke  forth  upon  her  ear.     Well 

H^t  »Le  also  feci  chngrined  to  note  how  her  own  caustic  wit, 

BlOogh  still  keen  and  brilliant  as  ever,  had  lust  its  won   d 

PuwtT  to  dtuutle  and  attract.     Pimr  woniim  !  she  Lad  outlived 

"wday.     Lij-'ht,  epicurean  philosophy,  Putirieal  wit,  kte  sup- 

J^crs  m,,]  g,,n,i  ctieer,  Liwi  vuiiiahod  before  fine  feeling,  pastoral 

'"•*.  and  primitive   simplicity  of   manners.      Suppers  were 

JpD'wt  immoral,  DOW  th;it    tlie   golden   age  'waa  to  xtVvvni, 
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brought  back  to  (vartij  by  the  '•  eontnt  imci.  ' " 
sufferiitg  humanity  wrs  to  be  n^cnentod  v. 

Like  all  tlii>s«  who  resorted  tu  Porlii  for  amanciai 
pole  Doticed  this  alteration  with  evident  displcosurv. 
may  be  growing  wiser,"  he  pettishly  obacrres,  "  but  the  btj 
mediate  change  is  dubies^j."  The  era  tor  bur. 
was,  however,  gone  beyond  recall  FhiloMph}, 
longer  sought  the  aid  of  their  fostering  care  ;  it  did  nnt  < 
need  them  aa  those  central  points  whvDce  it  formerly 
nated  it«  doctrineg  far  and  *-ide.  The  whole  spirit  of  tif 
nation  had  become  philowiiihic  ;  (.'very  limwing-nHim  yruvut 
a  fit  arena.  It  thuit  happened  tliat  when  the  three 
bateaux  d'esprit  had  ceased  to  exist,  no  ctfort  was 
rrplrice  them.  That  sar.b  assemblies  would  be  as  nei 
now  as  they  had  formerly  been  useful,  seemed  to  b*  { 
almost  by  intuition.  Now  wnnts,  oew  feelings  hod 
Like  many  proudiT  institutions,  its  soon  as  their 
task  of  good  or  evil  was  ftiliilled,  the  bnreanx  il'i: 
forgotten  ;  and  their  sciirimpntid  successors  now 
them  as  elightiugly  as  tluiy  Lad  prolubly  spoken  of  I 
of  the  H6t«l  Karobouillot  and  the  ruilU^  *  i^  the  aettnu 
contuiy. 

The  jMssion  for  sentiuieut  and  "beigcrio"  wnt^  iadi«l 
carried  to  strange  lengths.  The  Ducbeas  of  M^ixuin,  *  fail' 
and  florid  dame,  more  remarkable  for  good  temper  thaaj 
tact  or  wit,  indulged  her  paatond  teudeuries  to  on  cxtiat: 
degree.  She  once  resolved  to  give,  in  the  heart  of  wint< 
fttt!  that  should  ecUjtse  everytlung  of  the  kind  yet 
8he  fitted  np  her  vast  saloon  in  a  style  uf  exttaon 
splendour,  with  wide  loriking-gliwscs  that  reached  ftntn  I 
door  to  tlie  ceiling.  At  the  farther  extremity  of  the  if^.. 
mecit,  a  wide  recess,  separated  from  it  by  a  glass 
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B  beautifdUy  decorated  with  shrabs  and  flowers  ao  as  to 
Irtaent  •  lonely  bawer.     Along  a  ^-inding  path,  a  prettra 
Kc8s  from  the  openi,  attired  as  a  shepherdess,  wiu  to  Appear,* 
IL  di^  and  atiolt,  leading  a  flock  of  snowy  slieep,  to  the 
^^B|  soft,  pastoral  inelody.     The  tight  of  the  lamp%  and! 
BHnDDdiiig  dmperii-'s,  hud  been  judiciouaJy  disjH^sed  so  atl 
■heighten  the  cff^t  of  this  little   scene,  witli  which  thai 
Bnrs  were  to  be  suddenly  surprised  at  the  most  interestingl 
HtDcnt  iif  the  bull.    The  pour  Duchess  of  Macarin  was  oUi 
Kiatience  uutil  that  ausjiicious  tnumetit  should  arrive ;  but 
Btt^e  ci}uld  give  the  signal    that  was  to  summon  thd  j 
^^^Hess  and  her  tlock,  a  most  niifortiinate  accident  oc-J 
Km!    11)0  sheep  suddenly  broke  forth  from  their  place  of  I 
Kfiueinent,  and  buret  through  the  glass  casement  iuto  thai 
H-ioom.     Panic-struck  with  the  novel  sight,  and  especially 
B|^ke  glare  of  innumerable  lights,  reflected  in  the  large 
^^Hthey  rashcd  in  every  direction,  knocked  down  dancers, 
npled  fiiriouslj  over  them,  and  attacked  all  the  looking-  J 
with  desperate  energy.     Ladies  screamed  and  fainted  I 
ty ;  whilst  the  disconsolate  Duchess  of  Mazaiin  looked  on  J 
whole  scene  of  havoc  and  confu^on  with  nnuttenible 
grin. 

luK  nntoward  incident  amused  Paris  for  a  whole  week,  I 
cured  no  one  of  pastoral  longings,  It  was  discussed  with  I 
e  tncroy  in  the  circle  of  the  old  Mar£chale  de  Luxembourg,  I 
friend  at  Miidaiin?  du  Duf&md — like  her.  the  sceptical! 
iiler  of  Jtflcctcd  feeling,  and,  though  opposed  to  the  pre-1 
i&g  whim,  one  of  the  reigning  oracles  of  wit  and  bon  ton. 
cicial  academies  had  lost  their  once  extensive  power,  the  j 
lenco  f'f  woBjan  was  still  widely  felt  in  all  matters  con-^ 
*d  with  politeness  and  good-breeding — matters  of  which 
Was,  indeed,  the  sole  acknowledged  judge.  From  this  ■ 
sprang  the  power  of  the  )lar£chale,  a  very  agrceablo.1 
wotuaii,  uf  aristorratic  and  el^ant  manners.     She   had 

L  a  beauty  in  her  youth,  wheii  her  numerous  adventures 

^^Bthe  theme  of  many  a  satirical  couplet,     Thnugb  nowl 
Hl^iiiorons  a/id  devout,  she  occasvoiiftl\y  amwicA  \iKKe\Sl 
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with  smging  over,  in  a  tluti  quavering  roke,  those  noSt  m 
antiquated  as  her  charms.  But,  wliilat  she  carefully  remoir 
be  red  all  tlic  Terses  that  spoke  of  her  depitrted  beutt^.ii 
omitted  the  lesa  flattering  comments  on  her  virtue,  nith  ^ 
declaration — "  that  her  niemnty  was  failing  her,  and  tlaUt 
her  age  one  began  to  forget  all  abtiut  those  things." 

WaI]K)Ie,  who  found  no  one  truly  fascinating  save  Msdfflu 
du  DefTund,  prubaLly  beeamse  she  admired  him  eEtrftTO^t^i 
speaks  thus  of  the  Mar6;liale  de  Luxembourg :  "  She  in 
been  very  hoadsome,  very  abandoned,  and  very  miscHerpiB. 
Her  beauty  is  gone,  her  lovers  are  gone,  and  she  tbiiib  ll» 
devil  is  coming.  This  dejection  has  softened  her  bto  Wiag 
rather  agreeable,  for  she  has  wit  and  good  breeding ;  bid  }'<% 
would  swear  by  the  restlessness  of  her  person,  and  the  homw 
she  cannot  conceal,  that  she  had  signed  the  compMt,  ud 
expected  to  be  called  upon  in  a  week  for  the  jierfi>nDMDt 
The  fastidious  Rousseau  jadgcd  her  differently.  The  rqml*- 
tion  of  her  caustic  wit  had  prepared  liim  for  an  epigmnnuttCr 
overbearing  woman  ;  whereas,  on  beh<>ldiiig  her  for  din  fii* 


KABKCHALC  DE  LUXEMBOUJIU. 


253 


\  Slsi^biJe  hnd  lieen  mie  of  the  rnont  delicate  buuitiea  of 
iDWtt  of  Loois  XV.    This  crude  aiul  piUlou  com[inriwD, 

'     T    ;cd  to  bo  atrilcingh'  carrt-ct,  joined  lo  tht-  ndven- 
crrified  flock,  nearly  drove  Madame  do  Mazariii 


at  do  Luxembourg  did  not,  bowcTer,  indolgu  ftr- 
Btlv  La  Mlin  or  gnssip  :  thvao  luv  vulgnr  amusements,  tuid 
p^d  s  achnol  <  :'        '':<x-dlng.    Nor  did  idie  iL'uik  herself 
dad  in  being  I  ix :  for  eho  knew  tbat.  with  oue 

of  censnrp,  she  ctmU\  t;xclndii  whl*nl^MK!Vcr  slio  chnso 
I  the  eatahlLihtHl  jmle  i>f  jin.>iirioty  »ud  giiod  taste.     Her 
lioDs  tin  tbu«o  matters  wrro  witlmnt  ii[i{ii-a1.     In  conMy 
uf  this  Uigh  n'[mtiitiut),  the  old    Mfir^x-'holo   might 
Ujr  b«  seen  surruuinJcd  by  a  wide  circle  of  tht>  youug 
of    both  Mxot,   who    lixtened   ti)   biu-  aitcntiroly. 
thidr  speech  and   uutmicrs  od   her  example,  and 
Uy  tivasurtid    her    prvcrpts.      Her   dmrniing    gnod- 
goDcraily  appeared  ne»r  Iter,  lu  tho  living  t«stinuiny^ 
•dmirabio  «ducatii>n  an  utiMrupulous  woman  of  tlw 
VBrld  ODold  giT«  in  her  ftviuiutit  old  age.     The '  ('xtnntcn 
HMUfl^  aa  aha  was  g'"  !I<mI,  ws«  one  of  thoau  ram 

^P^  wiko  (oem  tur>  I  J  not  to  bo   niiiversally  ad- 

vlnsd,  and  too  good  and  p^ende  not  to  be  still  more  loved 
^Vtag,  wealthy,  and  high  horn,  cx(]uisitcly  hciiiitiful,  pioiu 
iMd  pore  aa  an  !uit.'t'l.  luiiicut  to  liio  foUJoH  of  the  world,  mul 
tnwards  her-  sovcre,  the  chann  of  hi'r  ii.itiire  was 

8  to  uiL.        I  --  '1  disjwnse  with  the  wit  and  brilliancy 
wore  then  ooDMdered  nbsolutely  nci-euiiry  for  an  ac- 
.  woman.     Without  »o<;king  to  dnz7.li%  she  attmctnl 
iiy.     Few  woitiea  of  her  time  iuxpla-d  so  givat  a 
of  romaiitie  and   piiRiiounto  attachiiienls  ;  Li-r  hu* 
I  wortlile.-!*  Duke  of  Lnuxuu,  idotie  remaliiwl  inditforrat 
■  virtues  and  bt^auty.     She  cLarmeil  even  her  own  sex 
ftny  woBtKii  1   for  her  nn  •  miration 

abewi-.i  a-  thoy  th«UL;l;!  !,  in  her 

beyond  th«  rcai'ij  of  onitdation  or  icalooay.     A. 
ut  of  Ota  Counfew  .4m^lie,  by  the  calm  '&\&iiam«'^«(^^^n, ' 
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would  make  this  account  appear  cold  ami  tiime  in  cirnijaruai 
with  the  gtowinj;  eulogy  bestowed  Dpon  ber  liy  the  niethidinl 
and  reasoning  (Jeuevoae.  Nfttare  luid  dur 
cliarming  woman,  but  it  was  also  acknow . 
owed  far  more  to  the  studious  caro  with  wLidi  she  had  hut 
reared  by  her  grandmother.  It  wns  ft-om  the  Miirfchal*  d» 
Luxembourg  that  she  hftd  derived  the  indcscrihaljlc  s:m»<i 
manner  which  rendered  her  so  truly  fascinating :  she  «■, 
however,  far  more  simple  tliao  lier  old  relative,  who  aimi, 
to  R  sJngnlar  degree,  her  love  of  Btndied  elegance.  Kot»it^ 
standing  her  extreme  devotion,  which  increased  as  ahe*dnBa' 
in  years,  the  Mareehale  is  said  to  baf  e  had  little  faitli  in  tht 
efficacy  of  pmycrs  that  did  not  happen  to  prove  mtxyi  »l 
style  and  taste;  and  to  have  candidly  believed,  in  heriRii<>- 
erotic  pride,  that  elegance  of  lajignage  cotUd  not  fail,  as  mO 
im  sijicerity  of  heart,  from  being  acceptable  to  the  SopitM 
llcing. 

Thus,  Dotwithatanding  the  visible  decline  of  female  infr 
ence,  society  still  preserved  its  exquisite  [loUsh.  DiscruRoa* 
and  earnest  conversationa  were  seldoni  allowed ;  thej  w»w 
considered  as  leading  to  excIuaiveDcsa  and  ennui  To  f» 
fp)m  one  subject  to  aiiother  with  tact  and  frivolous  ease,  «•> 
the  most  essential  point  of  couTerutional  good  hR«dii$^ 
This  execsisive  elegance  produced  in  the  end  great  monoloiiT  '• 
all  individuality  was  destroyed;  ori^iwitlity  of  tbuo^  « 
feeling  became  almost  a  reproach ;   and  social  intcnaiW 

I  instead  of  consisting  in  the  exchange  of  apuutoneoua  fadii^ 

■ussnnicd  a  tone  of  dull  and  tedious  aatBaoaaa. 

Many  novel  ideas  emerged  from  this  antiqmitod  backgiundi 
but  the  new  ]>ath  which  was  to  lead  to  &  revulutiou  in  feai 
manner*,  though  already  struck,  was,  ns  yet,  scarcely  tiwl 
Qlioa,      Almost  &11  the  old  frivolou»ii>  '     '     i 

ladies  bad  no  graver  occupation  thnn  , 
aiated  in  niimvelling  the  gold  from  the  silk  tlireiul  in  the  : 
lace  then  worn  by  men  of  rank.     The  women  solicited, 
</jis  /jurpfise,  the  old  \ftcc  ot  iW  cast-off  clothes  boloogiag  .1 

tbvir  male  friends ;  and,  in  V\wM  «i%«n»a»,\i!ies  *i»uea.< 
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upon  Uiat  vvhicU  wns  new.  Thin  faaUion  iviis 
icli  an  I'Xterit  that  tLo  (tresents  offered  to  ladit's 
Year's  Day  couaiated  alitmet  exelusivi'ly  of  toys  mada 
Id  thread,  and  all  de&tiiied  to  be  unraveUed.  Tim  zeal 
vour  of  par/laffe  was  not  wliolly  dkiiitercsted.  The 
when  Bcpanited  fr(nu  the  silk,  was  always  sdld,  and  it 
iJcuiatcd  thut  a  clever  parjikune  could  earn  aliout  » 
wl  /ffuu  a  year  by  this  lucrative  amusement.  All  the 
u  were  not,  Lowover,  so  frivolously  engaged,  and  a  ftw 
|>ened  ihtir  saloons  to  phiIosci[)hy,  The  elegunt  DuchtM 
mcaa  and  Miulamc  Fanny  de  Beauharnais,  the  poetess, 
1  (ttt  An  in&nite  distance,  it  is  true)  the  cuii>irc  of  tliv 
Itale  de  Luxemboarg. 

ilaiue  Fanny  de  Beauhamais,  the  aunt  of  JoBi^-iiliiiie's 
lutbaAd,  was  a  lady  of  fashion,  ivho  seemed  attended  by 
^^■Ul-fortaiie  that  persecuted  the  Duchess  of  Mazarin. 
H^Worts  at  notoriety  either  failed  or  ended  most  un- 
■utly.  She  began  by  opening  a  bureau  d'esprit,  destined 
^^Bst  of  Madame  Oeoffriti ;  but  the  philoMophcxa  and 
HpRSats  refused  to  abandon  their  old  friend,  and  liladame 
pauharuua  was  obliged  to  receive  second-rate  authors, 
■)orat,  the  poet,  at  their  head.  She  next  took  to  writing; 
jnat  poetrv,  which  ahe  moat  unadvisedly  published. 
^^■B  very  unfiirtunate  Atep.  The  men  who  gathered 
H^troiind  a  clever  woman  of  the  world  aired  very  little 
k  nuthoreiw,  who  might  eclipse  their  own  reputation,  and 
■rould,  at  least,  exuut  a  dejjree  of  iliittery  and  piuise  they 
It^reccive  and  not  to  bestow.  These  reasons  rendered 
^^B  of  Madame  de  Beaahamata  almost  as  dull  as  those 
^Wtend  and  sister  poetess,  Madnrao  du  Bocage.  In  the 
■773,  Madaiii"}  do  Beauhamais  published  a  little  work, 
ftd  "A  Toua  ka  Penseurs,  Salutf"  iti  which  she  under- 
■tbe  defence  of  female  authorship.  In  an  agu  when 
■i  ruled  every  tiling,  from  state  affairs  down  to  fushinn- 
K11(i)i,  this  wan,  however,  considered  a  strange  inatAtice  of 
■ity.  The  bitter  and  satirical  poet,  Lebrun,  answered 
■ne  dc  fiamhantnis  in  a  strain  of  kceiO  BaTCoatn.    "'\\0i4l' 
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Doid  be,  "  ill  becomes  rosy  fingers."     Dorat  'WM  ic 
composing  lib  friend's  jmctry ;  there  is  no  proof 
accusation  W!ia  f>->uiidrd  on  tnith,  but  it  acired  Ui  pna]4 
Lebrno  ■with  the  following  clever  C[>ignun  : — - 

"  Ia  htlie  £g)^  (lil-on,  >  deux  iwtiU  tt>v<it» : 
£lle  fttit  ton  viiagv,  et  &«  fait  pc*  tta  «iMm.* 

It  was  not  true,  b'.'we'rcr,  that  Madame  de 
made  her  face.  Lcbruu  had  never  seea  her  wbea 
tbis  ;  be  met  her  afterwards,  and  admired  both  Iter  { 
[•ersoii  and  her  agreeable  manners.  Tliiti  did  nut  pt«* 
however,  froia  still  directing  againat  her  snmc  of  his  1 
epignuiiB.  Madame  de  Beauharnals,  wcui^  uf  tlie  tUMqaalM^ 
teH,  retired  at  length  from  Paris,  which  bad  been  noAeni 
odiiffls  to  her  by  repeated  niortificatiouii.  * 

The  wife  of  the  rnumtar,  Necker,  posseased  a  nam  ted 
aiid  serious  pnwer. 

Madame  Nccker  was  a  religiotis,  piir«-niindt>d  woman, ' 
prindi'les  of  rigid  austerity.  Leumed,  luetbodieal,  withi 
touch  of  the  puritaoi^m  of  Geneva  in  her  tone  and 
ill  manner  calm  and  grave,  she  looked  a  severe  and  •tate' 
like  figuni  umidst  the  gay  and  graceful  Frc&diwomeo  <if  li» 
jjeriud.  She  was  a  native  of  Geneva,  and  the  daughter  oOL 
Curchod,  a  Proteatiut  pastor,  residing  in  the  vicinity  iif  Lao- 
siiune.  Her  father  gave  her  the  severe  find  classical  i 
tion  which  is  usually  bestowed  on  men  aloue,  and  the 
8u^tnne  Curchod  was  renowned  throughout  tlM  whoU 
vlnce  for  her  wit,  beauty,  and  erudition.  Qibbon,  the 
historian,  but  then  an  unknown  youth  f ' 
met  Mademoiselle  Curchixi,  fell  in  lovi  •  r, 

ceeded  in  rendering  his  attachment  acceptable  to  both 
object  of  hb  affections  cmd  her  parents.     When  ho  retu 
however,  to  England,  his  father  iudi^'uantly  refused  to  hear  ^ 
the  proposed  marriage  between  him  and  the  Swiss  aatuttafi 
portionlesa  daughter.     Oibbou  yielded  to  {xirental  aulboritj^ 
and  fiBili'Sophically  forgot  liis  Icanicd  mlstreta.     Alter 
i^ttber's  death,  wbich  \ett,  Wr  -wVoW^  wiVKm&tA.  Vn,^ 
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kwitk   her  mother  to  Gene^-a.      Slio   there 
>UB  gubmstance  by  teaclung  persons  cif  her 
:    When  her  mother  died,  a  lady  named  Madame  do 
tiox  induced  Miulenioiselle  CarcLod  to  come  to  PariSgj 
'  to  teacli  L-vtin  to  her  son.     It  was  in  thia  lady'a  houB^ 
I  met  Necker.     Ha  was  then  in  tl»e  einployment  of 
ia  tbo  banker,  and  occasionally  visited  ^tncUme  dft. 
wac     Struck  with    the   noble    character  and  gravgl 
»f  the  yonng  govcmesa,  Necker  cultivated  her  ocquaiiit- 
td  oltimatcly  made  her  hia  wife.      Mutuid  poverty 
kyed  their  marriage  for  several  yeara  ;  bat  it  was  noM 
>  Jfccker  roae  from  Ma  obscurity.      Madame  Necker^ 
inlent  lore  of  honouniblc;  distinction,  which  she  iiu- 
n  her  husband,  and  which  greatly  served  to  qnickenJ 
ta  ;  his  high  talents  in  financial  matters  were  at  lengtbn 
m1  :  he  became  a  wealthy  and  respected  man.     Shortly 
r  marriage,  Madame  Necker  expressed  the  desire  of 
;  herself  to  literature.     Her  husband,  however,  deli- 
itimated  to  her  that  he  should  regret  seeing  her  odoplfl 
ourse,     Tim  sufficed  to  induce  her  to  relinquish  heM 
I :  she  loved  him  bo  entirely,  thut,  without  effort  OM 
■^k  could  make  his  least  wish  her  law. 
^Btfeckar  aoon  perceived  the  power  of  woman  in 
,aocicty.     With  ber  talents,  and  the  wealth  at  her 

d,  ahe  saw  how  easUy  she  could  acquire  an  itifluenoBj 
light  bo  highly  advantngevius  to  her  husband.  LoQg4| 
iffcker  wiia  c-dJed  t<j  office  in  17JG,  Ilia  wife  had, 

e,  opened  her  bouse  to  Marmontcl,  Snint- Lambert,  the 
of  Monaco,  Thomas,  Guibert,  the  Countess  Am^he, 

( do  Grainmoiit.  Buffon,  Madiimo  d'Angivilliers — for- 

adamo  du  Miircbais — La  Hiirpe,  Qrimni,  Raynal,  and 

sembcrs  of  the  |ihilos<ipLic  body.     Though  she  partly 

^J^^W  object  of  tbuH  adding  to  her  husband's 

^^^^Buity,  Madame  Necker  wholly  mistook  her 

f  ^tflMfi  she  endeavoured  to  Ehine  beyond  tho  quiet 

I  domoatic  priv.tcy.     Notwitbatanding  her  long  resi- 

I  Fruue,  she  could  never  divcat  hcnelf  eo.'t'iTCVj  ul  'Oa» 
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|>rimitive  Austerity  imbibed  with  her  euiy  edaaduUL 
lenniing,  her  method,  h«r  rigii!  morality,  and  ''-  *  ■  •'7^ 
fitted  Lor  for  the  [lart  aho  had  choaou  ;  wh:  ;■ 

a  light,  brilliant  wit,  and  graceful  case  of  auuixiLi.     Tli»  I 
fulueaa,  aod  evea  the  simjilicity,  of  her  putv  uature,  i 
the  nwpect  and  esteem  of  her  gae»ts ;  bnt  they  all  fidt  I 
ahe  failed  in  that  power  of  plensing,   then  f 
valued  than  the  moat  sterling  qaalitius.     H<. 
picxinn,  intelligent  features,  and  fine  figure,  < 
adauratioii.     Even  her  frivudii  could  nut  furg..^  ^■-. 
so  awkwardly,  dressing  with  so  littJo  taste,  and.  a1 
wanting  the  charm  vT   '  '  pervading  grace  wliidb 

dered  the  plain  Mti<l  de  Leapinaaae  attnctiv 

almost  beautifuL     They  found  her  bearing  fiirauil  and 
stnunud;  her  language  too  cold  and  tttatdy.     lii  tud 
drew  around  her  men  of  talent  and  agreeable  women  ;  in  i 
tkm  ^d  the  mo«t  sedulous  attention  t<>  her 
ertod  htmU  to  pleaae  them :  there  seemed,  lii  ....  ... 

did,  something  to  ba  wanting  stilL     The  sr verity  of  bcr  i 
gioiu  principles,  and  the  freedom  v.'        '  '•  ahe 
tbom,   aomewliat   annoyed  and  t<.~  tier   | 

guests.     They  felt  alsu  (what  her  pottle  kospitolity  cun 
wholly  conceal)  that  the  pleasure  she  found  ia  the 
waa  Dot  the  duef  object  fur  wtiieh  ahe  drew  tlicm  i 
To  procure  her  husband  a  pleaainj;  relax: ' 
him  in  life,  were  her  real  intentiona  in  >  - 
the  pbilosophera  ;  and  she  unfortunately  allowud  this 
rather  too  clearly  perceived.   The  honeat  but  [>om{>oua  K« 
did  not  interfere  witl>  his  tvife's  literary  Bociety,      He 
ways  present,  but  npoko  little,  and  allowed  tvttty  one  elae  to  t 
for  his  amusement.    The  taak  of  directing  the  coav 
he  left  to  Madame  Necker.     Her  euLid  and  serioua  miod  i 

le  adi^ted  for  this  r<'>         "  T    "    ^  been  aid 

be  often  prepared  her  ev.  Itcforehond:  i^ 

certaiidy  wanted  that  8i"':>t.<ii...>  i  u    -i  which  givosi  to  aadil 
iiitercouiae  its  groaUsst  ctiarut.      liut  tiio  caiiital   error  < 
Madame  Meeker,  in  the  iejckcA.  ^«  ^uvyvy^vaxn,  »4a  tb 
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ktmgemetit  nr  eetiiwiny,  she  fatlod  in  ]ip> 
od  cheer.     Griium  ffBliiigly  eomjjlaim'il  of 
trho  was  no  doubt  vastly  inrerior  to  thnt  of  liiimu 
b,  tbe  o«lolinted  niaitrc  d'h6tcl  uf  iiluloutiihy. 
Tkmxh  Madtuue  Nockcr's  Friday  dinncra  were  too  stiffly 

Kpn,  si   '  '  '        '    ill  11  gastronomic  point  of  view, 

|tu)»!.  ,i.T  liusband,  and  her  ovtu  real,  if 

raj  briiiiaul,  merit,  caus<.'d  them,  in  spite  of  thit  touch 
BMii  they  imparted,  to  Ix:  well  attended     Her  worldly 
,  u  the  wife  of  a  wealthy  banker,  was  une  of  {ifreat 
nco.     Itvrns  M  ^cker  who  first  coiiceivtsd,  in  thf 

1770,  the  idea  •  :,  by  the  aiibacriptioits  of  literary 

i  •  statue  to  Vultairei     Subscriptionjt  suun  ponred  in  : 
to  Vrittoire's  infinite  annoyance,  sent  bia  sab«cri]>- 
lafthne  Iciuis ;  and  the  iicul|it<)r  ('ig:iUe  wna  dwpotolud 
'l»ke  a  xocxicl  of  the  favoured  Fionch  poet.     When,  k  few 
kter,  Gibbou  viuited  I'una,  he  found  bis  MiidcmoiiBeUe 
;  on  »  level  with  tbose  ladies  who  Ibea  gsre  the  tone 
ooorta  and   PitriHimi   society.     8h*  received  Imt 
with  a  cordial  uDombamsaed  nuaner,  which 
that)  if  hilt  infidelity  liiid  ever  inspired  her  with  »tiy 
feeling  had  long  siiicc  aubsidod  and  yielded 
Uihbon,  forgattiag  that  yests  hml  not 
Ilk  personal  appeanuice — he  wax  vktj  sliort,  and 
I  cnonnoa-tly  stout— was  not  a  little  nettled  to  per- 
at  Neeker,  no  wise  jcnlnns  of  his  wife's  first  lover,  did 
I  to  Imto  tlmu  aluue  together,  whilst  ho  comfortably 
Xeekor,  however,  very  highly  prized  Gib- 
leuovtnatiou,  and  aubscquently  visited  him  in  Enghnd, 
•amiLinUd  by  bis  wife. 

k«r  roae  in  the  world,  Madame  Ncckoi's  iufliu-iKe 
|^H|^b^tt  never  was  an  individual  puwer,  like  timt  of 
|^^^|Ha^)efland,  or  tif  the  Morvchnle  dc  Luxeiiibour;;. 
■'m^W  bnaband  she  always  posseimd  groat  luiluence.  Ilcr 
"RMca  and  ooblo  character  hiul  inspired  him  with  a  feelitig 
tka  lo  TcncoUion.  Ue  was  nut  wholly  gni^lcd  by  bcx  ckjww- 
^  bat  he  nsfufeud  bar  opiiuout  u  thwo  o!  a  Vt)^i&\nd.«d 
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being,  whom  all  the  surroutiding  folly  and  coimptloo 
not  draw  down  from  Ler  B]>!ieft!  <if  Iwly  parity.     If 
Nceker  waa  loved  and  esteemed  by  Ler  liiiRluind,  ttbt 
Huid  l<.>  have  almost  idolised  him  ;  aud  her 

nicnt  proljably  iiicreaaed  the  feelings  of  \....  ._.   I 

jxirtmice  of  which  Necker  haa  often  been  ncco^od. 
elusive  devotedness  caused  some  wonder  a-.: 
i>f  the  minister  and  his  wife  ;   for  seldom 
phllcisoplicrs  witnessed  a  couju(;:al  uulmi  eo  etnct  and  i 
pnmiising,  nnd  yet  so  touching  in  its  very  8ev<»rity. 

Wlien  Js'ecker  became,  in   1 7 "6,  Director-General  iif  j 
Finances,  his  wife  resolved  that  tlie  i  'n»h 

oiFiciid  itusitiuii  gSive  her  idioold  nut  i 
ing  imiueritiMi  favours  fur  flatterers  or  paraaitea.    She  | 
licfore  herself  the  far  more  nolJc  objwt  of  allov 
fortuup,  aud  [lointing  out  to  Uor  rtloruiiiig  huabaii 
t!ic  innnmemble  abuses  which  then  existed  in  eve 
laeiit  of  the  state.     One  of  her  itist  attein{it.s  was ' 
throw  the  lottery.     She  pressed  the  point  on  Nocker's  i 
ti<>n  ;  but,  thuQgh  h«  shared  her  coinnctions,  !;< 
power  of  destroj-inj;  thi.^  gieat  evil :  he  did,  L. 
nitiild  to  moder.tte  its  exce^se^.     The  prison*  ood  bos{n] 
Puria  greatly  occupied  the  atteutioti  of  Madame  Neckar  j 
i«g  the  five  yerrs  of  her  husband's  power.     Her  di'votctoa 
the  cause  of  humuuity  was  admiruiile,  mid 
lustre  amidst  the  hcartJess  selfishness  of  the  i\{ 

She  imce  Iiapj)ene<l  to  loim  that  a  certain  Count  of 
had  been  imprisoned  iii  a  doogeoii  t>f  the  fartress  of 
fnr  twenty-eight  years !  and  tliat  the  unhappy  c^)tive  i 
scarcely  seemed  to  beloug  to  htimiui-kind.     A  fecliug  of  i 
compassion  seized  her  heart     To  liberate  a  stato  •  ri-  n.ri 
iDun:  than  her  inllueiicn  could  cumaiaod,  but  ^\. 
liithleu,  if  poasible,  hi^f  load  uf  miwry.     SIm 
«nd  succeeded  in  obtaining  n  sight  of  M 
fiiuud  a  niiderable-luokiug  itutu,  lyitig  liatleiisly  on  tho  i 
ijf  his  dungeon,  scarcely  cioth«d  wuh  a  few  tattorod  i 
wjmjundcd  by  rata  ani  tcy\A.«6-    'S^a&Mn*  Keck 
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fixcn)  aotl  cullen  despitir  with  promises  uf  speedy  relief ; 
■  did  the  depart,  until  she  had  ke])t  her  word,  and  accii  M. 
Laatrec  removed  to  an  abode  where,  if  still  n  prisoner,  be 
jht  at  least  Hjieiid  in  police  the  few  days  left  liiui  by  the 

»uy  of  his  oppressors. 
I  It  b  said  that  tltc  celebrated  Du  k  Tade,  the  illAiteii 
of  Madame  do  Ponipndour,  also  owed  Ms  freedom  tu 
interference  of  Madame  Nctkcr,  whose  attention  w;ls  first 
iwn  to  Ids  esse  by  the  InimWe  but  generouii  MaJame  le 
Acta  of  indiviilual   benevolence  were  not,  however, 
limtjf  object  of  the  minister's  wife.     Notwithstanding  tho 
of  her  private  charities,  she  aimed  none  th*j  lew 
^tffiKt  general  good.     ConBiderable  ameliorations  were  intr<i- 
by  her  in  the  condition  of  the  hoaj^itals  of  Paria.     Sho 
ktorad,  with  nnwearied  patience,  into  the  most  minute  do- 
uf  their  actual   admiuiiitratiou,   and,   with   admitiiblc 
enuity,  rectified  errors  or  suggested  iniprovenicnts.     Her 
wa*  t<)  effect  a  greater  amount  of  goinl  with  the  s.am>- 
[>ttB!,  which  she  now  saw  gn>si<ly  Rtjiundered  and  mi«a]iii)ied. 
lie  refomm  vhich  tho  thus  introduced  were  botli  iniprvrtaiit 
rere.     She  sacrificed  almost  the  whole  of  her  time  Ut 
jsoworthy  task,  aud  ultimately  devoted  a  Cftnsiderablc 
to  found  the  hospital  which  slilJ  bearM  her  name:     Bc>- 
ad  tlds.  Jladaroe  Ncckcr  souylit  to  exercise  no  power  over 
husband,  or  through  hia  means.     She  loved  him  far  l<ii> 
'  Bnd  too  well  to  ail!)  at  an  inlluonce  which  might  havr 
him  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.     Neckcr  was,  how- 
I,  proud  of  hL»  uoble-hearted  wife,  and  never  licsi toted  to 
how  mtieJi  he  wiia  indebted  to  lier  advice.     Wlieti 
'tttixtH)  from  otfice,  in  1781,  and  published  his  famous 
[imptie:  Rendu,"  he  seized  the  opportunity  of  paying  a  high 
b«artfclt  homage  to  the  virtues  of  his  wife.     "  WTulsi 
he  observes  at  the  conclusion  of  his  work,  "a 
tJon  of  the  charitable  tasks  prescribed  by  your  m.njestjy, 
;  mo  be  ptmiitted,  sire,  to  allude,  without  naming  her,  to  i(i 
gifted  with  singular  virtues,  and  who  has  materially 
me  ill  accom/jlisliing  the  designs  ol  ■jowc  vwvvt«.Vj. 
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ithongb  her  tmme  wna  n«rv;-  ■"  -  -.w 

lilies  of  hJ^'h  office,  it  is  i  i  i  U 

Hvarr  that  it  is  known  and  :<  uivi>lcc<i  ii 

scure  asylums  of  suffering  lu_„  ..:  _,       It  ia  no  u - 

fortunate  for  a  minister  of  linapcn  to  find,  in  the  itKapiuoi  I 
of  luM  life,  the  assistance  be  riceJ.s  for  *ci  many  dstaili  li  i 
hondiceiice  and  charity,  which  might  otbenrise  pr"'^ '"  i 
inu<Ji  fur  bis  strength  and  uttfbtioii.  C-Arriod  ;;• 
tumalts  of  general  Rffoirs, — oflon  obliged  l»»  sacrifii. 
iitgs  of  tlto  |iri\-ute  man  to  tliu  duties  of  the  dtizen,  be  i 
Well  OTk-eni  himself  happy,  when  llio  oompbunts  iif  pon 
and  misery  cnn  be  caulMied  to  an  enlightened  pemi  ' 
•luurea  the  sentimeut  of  his  duties." 

Ncckcr  was  greatly  criticised  for  the  pabljc  ;■  '      ^'  dj 
liL'  Ihtu  m&de  ot  his  wife's  virtues,  and  of  tl. 
liad  derived  from  them  ;  but  he  spoke  so  because  her  \it 
bad  bi;cn  pure,  and  such  a.-?  hu  did  not  blush  to  avow, 
inliuetice  of  Mndsuic  Necker  over  her  bnitlMiud  was  not,  I 
pvcr,  n!fl^l_v9  irreprelicnsiblu  :  liis  ri 
delivered   Fruace  over  to  Caloune  ■.<  • 
attributed  to  her,     The  grief  she  felt  at  the  Ubeta  whid 
npjteared  ogniiitit  hini,  joined  to  her  ardent  and  ami 
wish  of  aeoiug  bim  acknowledged  mittister — an  office  of  whji| 
lie  had  all  the  tuil  ami  responsilillity  without  tlie 
conferred — iodnced  her  to  persumlu  ber  Inu'hiind  to  teiiJ 
resignation,  unless  he  could  obtain  the  post  to  which  his  * 
vicca  gave  biin  a  cLiim.     The  intrigues  of  M  ini  i 

all  tfie  courtiers  he  had  ii-ritated  by  his  oci.i.  vcnti 

this  justice  from  being  rendoit.«d  to  Necker.     His  rcBignatJ<< 
WHS  accepted,  and  he  retireil  onco  more  to  private  life 

The  fcaloon  of  Madame  Necker,  during  this  her  htulu 
first  ministry,  (for  such  it  was  in  rcAlity.  ' 
w!i>!  much  eidivened  by  the  prKsenco  of  1,1 

maine  Necker,  who  afterwards  became  tbo  c^lelimtod  . 
lie  Stael,  and  whiisc>  ch.iract«r  already  '^""      '     -    ■':lring 
from  tiiat  of  her  mother.     Madame  Ne<! 
principle  and  noble  <:lU^\i\i«:s,,'WTlATuguL  iiM  tvctaMwliat  (MMkiiti 
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a  deep  and  sincere  attiuliment,  but  her 
Etud  too  wfll-di^cipliiied  (vt  passion.     Her 
Scti'ins  were  regukted  by  a  ecnae  of  metiiod  und 
She  neither  admitted  nor  understood  othcsr  law*  of 
ttmdnct     Germaine  Nccker,  on  the  contrary,  dispUjred,  even 

k child,  an  ardent  nature,  full  of  paa&ioo&te  iinpalses, 
»B  in  one  »o  young.     The  leiist  emotion  of  Joy  or  "grief 
id    boT    even    to   pain ;    she   couJd   scarcely   hear  lur 
ta  coiuiaended   without  bursting  into   tears  ;  tuid  tbe 
Htm  thougiit  of  mMting  «ome  remarkiible  and  celebrated 
pnooage  mode  her  heart  beat,  and  powerfully  as;itated  her 
Dhole- frame.     For  this  impetTinus  and  enthusiastic  young 
Mug  to  \>e  placed  under  the  control  of  the  calm  and  methodi- 
ti  UadAine  Keeker,  was  like  a  Inva  stream  compelled  to  tlov 
sh  some  cold  oortiieni  region.     Noticing  anaoyed  Ma- 
Xpcker  tnore  deejily  than  this  wide  dissimilarity  which 
1  placed  between  herself  and  her  daughter.     She  had 
lived  to  educate  her  child  according  to  n  peculiarly 
"tern  of  Iter  own  ;  but  it  was  in  vain  that  she  sought 
■  :  hat  burning  spirit  within  the  sphere  of  her  formal 
Germaine  was  docile  to  tho  will  of  her  parenta,  and 
ooM  willingly  have  obc)'ed,  if  an  irresistible  impulse  had 
tT   li'd   hur   far   heyond  her  mother's  cold  and  methodical 
One  of  her  favourit«  amusements,  as  a  chUd,  wa« 
it  ]>aper  kings  and  quexns,  and  make  them  act  in 
xrliich  abe  inipKivised  on  thti  instant,  speaking  for 
ti^rs  successively.     Madame  Necker,  whose  rigid 
;ii  MRS  were  uffeuded  by  her  daughter's  theatrical 

Bpeetiuna,  intcfrdicted  this  amusement,  which  Germaine, 
IBe  to  relinquish,  followed  in  secret.  It  was  also  by 
that  she  read  must  of  the  novels  of  the  day ;  amongst 
»t,  llichardson's  "  Clarissa  Harlowe,"  whose  elopement, 
I  afterwards  so  happily  expressed  it,  Imd  been  one  of  the 
i«TwiU  uf  her  own  yonth. 

I  of  being  educatc-tl,  like  most  of  the  y-"  '    ■  nf 

,  ia  the  calm  seciuaon  af  a  convent,  ^  >  He 

Ker'was  thus  reared  at  home,  and  alU)w«d  to  xain^Q  \vA'i 
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wiUi  tlio  tdt-nteJ  gucstd  whn  assci'  '  ■ 

ing-i'oom.     'This  iirodnced  in  Kit  .1 

intellect  nhicli,  iLough  it  could  ni.>t  Wtsakcn  Lts 

■  geuius,  most  prohahly  nbridgcd  her  brillinnt  r ' 

[ly  sat  oti  a  low  wtioJcn  stool,  near  t! 
under  tlio  'watcbfiil  eye  of  Madanie  N 
reiniiKltid  her  to  hold  herself  strnight.  __    _ 

dork  uid  fjlmn,  tfa«  striking  iitteUigeuce  ot  Ler 
ooonteniutce,  and  the  womlcrfiil  bc.iiity  of  her  Ic 
eyes,  give  her  a  aiugtiliu-  :ittnictiuu  ;  with  all  tit? 
fttjfihnen  of  youth,  she  luul  hiui  uone  of  its 

of  the  gravetit  men  who  visited  Matbune  Nv-...,.!,  Mii 

dent  pleasure  lu  convcrtdni;  witit  the  {tale,  earnest  ciiL 
precocity  nf  her  jndgtni  1  '•:  rrvcalwl  wha* 

<)tio  diiy  become.     The  -\  ,  tud  discerned     ■ 

first  her  inteilecttial  power ;  and  «h«  wus  scarcely 
from  childhood,  when  ho  wished  her  to  conti  '    •        lu 
lion  on  the  lie  vocation  of  llie  Edict  of  No:. 
philoiMjjiiucid  work.     In  this  Icvcrish   ntiuoBi>hi,Tc  ot 
ftnd  intellectual  excitement  grewuii  Oermiiine  Nocker. 
her  mother  she  imbibed  h  strong  roligioos  feeling,  whidi  ne' 
abandoned  her ;  Necker  imparted  to  her  his  a/i 
of  [lolitical  popularity  ;   and  the  society  in  whi' 

Ittrought  up  strengthened  her  passion  for  Uteiatore  tnd  &dt 

'burning  flame  of  her  genius.     Her  life  nnd  her  writing! I 
deep  traces  of  these  t!iri>e  pt'werfnl  principles. 

The  natund  result  of  an  educAtion  wliich  thus  sequ 
her  almost  ciiili-ely  firom   that  aelf-conununion  tlwt  te 
how  to  dispense  with  the  world's  approbation  or  bhuiw,  1 
t<i  cDgrnder  a  pas-sionate  thirst  of   i     ' 
tion  in  tlic  daughter  of  Necker. 
granted  to  eonveraatioual  cloiincnce,  she  also  sought  I 
by  tlint  brilliant  accuniplishment :  nor  was  it  were  ' 
that  induced  her  to  act  thus ;  there  is.  and  must  ever  ^ 

kdecp  pleasure  in  the  exercise  of  great  ii  ■ 

hhem.      As  a  tulker,  she  haa  not,  |K?rl 

Oetir,  comprehensive,  ai\4  Vv^otwi*,  \ik.'b  tLat  of  mu. 
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Imgoage  was  also  full  of  womanly  passion  and  tenderness. 
The  dim  Madame  Necker  was  soon  thrown  into  the  shade  by 
ha  brilliant  and  accomplished  daughter  :  she  was  too  noble- 
nunded  to  feel  the  least  jealousy  of  one  who  was  so  dear  to 
ha,  although  their  natures  were  most  uncongenial ;  but  she 
'vag  hurt  to  perceive  that  her  husband,  that  object  of  her  ex- 
dnsiTe  idolatry,  almost  preferred  the  companionship  of  his 
dragbter  to  her  own.  The  deep  attachment  which  Keeker's 
wife  always  professed  for  him  was  a  passion  in  the  soul  of  the 
mote  ardent  Gkrmaine.  She  carried  this  feeling  to  an  excess, 
tod  once  confessed,  "  that  she  could  almost  feel  jealous  of  her 
nuther."  Coold  a  man  so  ardently  loved  fail  to  be  vain  ? 
Ilie  decaying  health  of  her  mother  also  contributed  to  give 
more  importance  to  Qermairie,  in  the  soirees  held  at  her 
Other's  house.  Madame  Necker  became  afflicted  towards  the 
cod  of  her  life  with  a  painful  nervous  disease,  that  compelled 
ber  to  remain  constantly  standing :  she  had  become  thin  and 
extremely  pale ;  her  dazzling  freshness  had  wholly  vanished, 
*iid  when  she  now  received  her  guests  she  looked  more  cold 
ud  statue-like  than  ever  by  the  side  of  her  animated  daughter. 
Weakened  by  long  illness,  she  welcomed,  as  a  relief,  the  com- 
ptrative  neglect  of  her  latter  years,  and  gladly  left  Paris  after 
the  close  of  her  husband's  second  ministry.  They  retired  to 
I^oppet,  where  she  died  in  1794,  calm  and  resigned  amidst  the 
Dost  acpte  sufferings. 

If  Madame  Necker  has  not  left  so  remarkable  a  name  as 
0»ny  women  of  her  time ;  if  her  contemporaries,  justly  pcr- 
ttps,  found  her  too  cold  and  formal ;  yet  she  shines,  at  least 
n  that  dark  age,  a  noble  example  of  woman's  Mghest  virtues 
~devoted  love,  truth,  and  purity. 
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TlLDAm  DE  GEiaiS — TBE  "oKDEB  OF  PEESEVESiSCI  - 
KADAMJ!  DE  HOKTESSOX — WZAKKUS — DK4TH  OT  VOt/ 
TAIBE  AND  BOUSSEAU. 

The  golden  days,  when  wonuu  ruled  urbitmrilj  o«a  tb 
French  social  world,  were  now  neorl;  over.  The  socktj  d 
Madame  Necker  was  one  of  the  very  few  tbat  maistaiDed  lb 
portion  ;  and  this  to  ft}'  have  bees  i*artty  owing  to  NeeWi 
jjoUttcal  power.  The  little  economift  coterie  of  MiJiV 
d'An^viUiets  still  remained  ;  but  it  was  too  circnmsoibed  » 
the  wide  influence  it  might   otherwiM 
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I  fcrillifinlly  in  French  sciciety,  she  ww  known  as 
an  tvf  fasiiirin,  wlio  played  arlniirably  on  almost 
musical  iiistninient,  mingled  in  all  the  gaieties 
Itised  herself,  and  intrigued  with  the  best  of  Piirisian 
ad  who,  notwithstanding  the  time  she  gave  to  plea- 
td  means,  by  her  singtiliir  perseverance  and  tndustr}-, 
^■dus  sciences  and  languages,  and  to  engage  in  the 
^Lf  worka  requiring,  not  only  a  well-practised  pen, 
^■It  talent  and  a  considerable  degree  of  research, 
^moral  and  useful  aim  of  her  most  iihportaiit  works  ■ 
vever,  secure  the  reputation  of  Madame  de  GchIih 


fint  appeanuiee  in  Parisian  society,  as  Wnde- 
Jnt-Aubin,  &  yomig  lady  *>f  nmble  birth,  reduced 
on  of  a  musical  artiste,  down  to  her  equivocal 
ith  Philipjie  Egalil^,  and  her  intrigues  for  liis 
I  the  revolution,  her  character  and  piwitiun  always 
I  tlio  doubtful  und  ambiguous  light  which  seldom 
1  fatal  to  a  woman's  fair  name. 
•  was  ancient  and  noble,  but  greatly  impoverished. 
.  A  child,  when  pecuniary  dititTetss  compeUed  her 
Rve  France.  She  remniaed  with  her  mother,  * 
ever,  and  intriguing  woman,  who  won  the  favour 
FPopcliniJre,  and  was  received  with  her  daughter 
eudid  seat  he  possessed  at  Passy,  near  Paris.  The 
M^u|<tnou.%  financier  allowed  himself  to  le  charmed 
^gje  by  Ihti  grace  and  dawning  beauty  of  the  youth- 
iinoiscllo  de  Saint-Aubin.     Ho  lamented  her  extreme 

Nt  rendered  it  impossible  to  tlduk  of  marrj-ing  her  ; 
k>nly  been  a  few  years  older,  he  would  have  done, 
19  conjugal  experiences  and  misfortunes.     Child  as 
ibe  uudorstood  very  well  his  sigliing  exclamation  of 
'  /  whenever  his  look  rested  on  her  graceful 
form  ;  and  she  frankly  ctmfossea,  in  her  Me- 
could  nlmost  have  said  Quel  domtnaye  I  her- 
ly  of  years  between  sixty-six  and 
union  lm\]OBU.bte,  Ma(i^\&.<uV£&Vi)& 
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(Ic  Saint- Anbin  soon  wormed  berwU  into  Um  hmmditi 
andcnt  admirer,  by  an  easy,  caiesmng  manner,  d  lUAkr 
dependent  position  &a\y  taught  ber  fhe  Taln&  At  awmiih 
discovered  the  great  talent  for  muidc  of  hia  jomig  pnl^ 
M.  de  la  Poiielini^re  procured  her  the  best  and  i 
masters  :  she  was  likewise  taught  decUmatioii,  i 
cing,  at  the  cost  of  her  generous  prntector. 
to  have  destined  her  to  excel  in  brilliant  and  ext^n^  ixum- 
plbhments  :  she  eo<in  acted  on  the  theatre  in  M.  de  U  Fiipt- 
lini^irc's  residence,  -with  infinite  tact  and  linmoiir,  and  dtfi^ul 
ull  his  guests  by  dancing  a  chanu^teristic  pai  taqght  fas  hf 
the  famous  Dcshayea. 

It  was  to  the  early  and  careful  temphing  ahe  thni  naad 
that  Stephanie  de  Saint- Aubin  owed  the  muical  bbbiDmi 
which,  ou  the  death  of  their  benefactor,  her  mother  vm  tarn- 
pellcd  to  turn  to  pecuniary  advantage.  Madame  de  Sot- 
Aubin  took  her  daughter  into  the  most  fiwhionaMft  ■ucitlin 
where  her  musical  perfurmtinces.  wtfe  Ubcndlv  temmitr^ri. 
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■ition  of  his  Cumilj,  nnd  gcnennisly  enabled  tier  HitLer  to 
I  to  Fnuice,  by  payjtii?  off  bis  creditors. 
lTb«  pretty  ItulAmc  de  Oeiilis  soon  ntnked  amongst  tlie 
[iiMuible  women  of  the  day.     P'uU  of  titct  and  t^ileut,  am- 
otw  aiid  pcrscvoring;  under  an  air  of  frivolous  gaiety,  she 
dcd  in  jMicifj  iug  her  husbtmd's  relatives,  and  iu  obUter- 
whfttev^r  discredit  sbo  might  bavo  derived  tiom  her 
yontktii  at »  mumcoJ  artiste.     Her  conduct  was,  how- 
I  ckmsoterisod  by  that  mixture  of  iudc|)etidcnce 
I  kvity  whiclt  marked  sticicty  ni3ili;r  tLf  rule  of  Loiiiw  XV. : 
>  nide  and  dreasod  like  a  man  ;  wont  in  di«gui»e  to  the  Bal 
Porchomns ;    danced  thero  with  tlie  ftxttuiiin  of  M.  da 
i;  and,  whcu  uot  otherwise  iKcupiod,  amuml  bervelf 
sdying  aiintomy  and  bleeding  the  sick.     Her  restlen 
[  Mpiring  temiicr  led  her  to  seek  distioction  by  every  at 
ablo  mHhod.      There  then  existed  in   French  sodcty  « 
taouable  reaction  in   favour  of  knightly  virtuoa,  and  the 
»y8  I  '  '!ry.     Cnnoussais  and  >  imes 

don  1  'L'd  at  Versailles.     Tii'  uiam 

^•«emlU>d,  iu  many  rc^pocta,  the  spirit  eif  knigbt-cmuitiy. 
I  joang  iiufales  aeeuied  to  have  proclaimed  theuuelves  tho 
ayioua  of  freedom  and  humanity.     Women,  like  the  Lidie* 


"  WTioso  hrigbt  ere* 
RiUn'il  iatlucaiec,  *ud  joj^ed  tlic  priie," 

i  on,  and  by  tJieir  impulsive  cnthusiaaTO  mAterially 
IbI  tDovtinii'ttt.     Iu   imkr  to  identify  hcntclf  with  it, 
de  Ocnlu  founded  a   romantic  order  entitled  the 
of  Perseverance  ;"  but  fearing  lest  her  own  aiithoritj 
;  BOt  falBee  to  recommend  and  bring  it  into  repute  dhe 
'^MJarHi  that  it  was  of  the  very   highest  anti<]uily,  having 
Uy  fluurixbed  in  Polaud,  for  aever.J  cetituriea,  and  that 
[bel<l  the  lawA  and  stntutcR  from  the  Prineesa   Potoeka 
at  of  Brost«X'ki  ;  buth  were  her  frietuli,  and  con 
in  juv^mnt.     J^t.iiii.sliinR,  King  of  Poland,  with  whom 
■  thiol  cjimed  on  a  friendly  eorresuHiadencc, 
.  //I"  (Hirtr.nit,  and  to  ««lmm  ilieVuiA  Virwrt^w^j 
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hers  ill  rctam,  favoured  her  eentimental  fiwid  by  wiitiag  W 
n  letter  intended  to  be  exhibited,  snd  in  whkli  he  thaaU 
tier  for  having  revived  thi^  ancient  F  r,     PkitiuunJt 

costumes,  borrowed  from  the  MiddJij  .  ^  iijUiM  eonfowi 

by  Madame  de  Geolia,  moral  qaestions,  vutuous  speechet,  i» 
geniouB  mottoes,  and  chivalrous  oaths,  formed  the  it^tle  <l 
this  "  Order  of  Perseverance  :"  a  toy  weU  fit  for  a  piuifl*  mi 
deciding  aristocracy. 

The  fetes  and  ceremonies  of  this  institution  affonl  no  a- 
tere«t ;  the  most  amnstDg  circumstance  connected  with  itvn, 
tlmt  the  historian  RulM^e  gtavdy  told  Madame  de  Oaih*  kt 
wus  well  flxxjuainted  with  the  order  and  all  its  statutes,  ksrng 
met  with  interesting  details  relative  to  it  ia  his  resesicba  m 
t.he  histoty  of  Poland.  Madame  dc  Genlis  could  not  failiai 
him  that  the  sot-disant  Polish  order  owed  its  ezisteooe  to  ks 
own  fertile  brain  ;  but  ahc  was  much  entertained  at  the 
tive  knowledge  displayed  by  the  learned  historian, 
literary  sncceeses,  and  the  education  of  the  childmi  vi  # 
Duke  of  Chartres,  soon  diverted  the  attention  of  M»iui«  ^ 
Genlis  from  her  "  Order  of  Perseverance  ;"  which,  bdng  ^ 
prived  of  her  foat^ing  care,  languished,  and  was  nltlwiiift^ 
foqgottea 

The  connexion  of    Madame  de  Genlis  vk-ith  the  Oriaoi 
&mily  (a  connexion  which  influenced  the  whMe  u(  her  IM 
had  ori^nated  with  her  husband,  one  of  the  fsvonriles  ad 
b(X)n  companions  of  the  Bake  of  Chartres.     The  cl«m  Wjf 
had  early  displayed  her  talent  for  intrigue  at  the  exptsot  d 
this  branch  of  the  royal  family,  by  marrying  her  aunt,  Msdin* 
dc  Montesson,  to  the  old  Dake  of  Orleaus.    Tb»  duke  had  i« 
many  years  been  connected  with  an  actress  oamed  Ifar^v^ 
This  ctrcumstaace  gave  great  annoyance  to  the  huHos  al  kfc 
little  court,  who,  unable  to  associate  with  the  miatnaa  «(  tk* 
prince,  were  thus  debarred  from  the  letes  and  pUaaoi*  fartiM 
he  giive  nt  his  various  country-seats  to  ^tademoiselle  Maii|ai«. 
In  order  to  obviate  so  serious  an  evil,  they  tacitly  agreed — 
ireZI'brcd  people  never  apeak  of  such,  thiu^;! — to  ^vc  the  duke 
if  pom  ble,  a  laistresa  ot  tSieis  wim  tM^  •.  ».  t«JA-5-\«CT^ 
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adjr,  who  would  kiion  how  tu  do  the  honoura  of  her 
niocely  cntertoinmenta,  nnd  with  whom  tbcy  could 
,  at  least  without  dt-gmdation.  They  fixed  upon  tJio 
kens  of  Montessou — a  hfuidsome  widow,  with  whoai 
was  evidently  as  much  in  loye  as  his  phlegmatic 
ouhl  allow  him  to  be  with  any  one — as  the  persou  most 

effect  their  prudent  and  mora!  purpose.  Mndotne  do  ' 
m  was  accordingly  studiously  praised  to  tlie  Dulce  of 
Her  beauty,  her  talents,  her  virtues,  were  bo  cou- 
xalted  ill  hia  presence,  that  the  weak-minded  old  man 
she  muat  wrtainly  be  a  paragon  of  perfection.  She  j 
with  infiiiitti  taut  j  for,  instead  of  throwing  herself  in 
I'a  way,  ahe  feignod  a  violent  and  despairing  paaaiou 
!oiint  of  Guinea,  Thia  nobleman  was  in  the  secret, 
tod  her  with  marked  indifference  The  old  duke, 
>y  the  *jrrow  of  the  woman  he  loved,  siiught  to  coii- 

Madanie  de  Moutcsson  eagerly  accepted  hia  friend- 
1,  after  hcightouing  hia  paaaion  by  every  art  in  her 
jdod  by  de*:liiring  herself  entirely  cured  of  her  nn- 
Tliid  nither  cooled  the  Duke  of  Orleans  r  the 
parity  of  rank  between  them  made  him  hesittite  t<> 
^U  bund ;  the  rigidity  of  the  principles  he  hiul 
^^p,  her  profess,  forbade  him  to  think  of  any  letw 
leproposal.    In  thia  dilemma,  he  would  probably  have 

Madame  de  Monte.4»iii  altc^ther,  if  her  niece  hod 

ierod.  Madame  de  Ocnlis  wished  to  serve  her  aunt ; 
entertained  the  ambitious  and  not  unnnturat  desire 
xinnected  by  alliance  with  the  Orknins  funiily.  She 
ly  employed  all  her  tact  and  tjtlent  to  seduce  the  old 
3  the  proposed  marriage ;  he  wavered  long,  but  her 
ly  triiimi>hed,  and  in  the  year  1773,  Madame  de 
If    '  ■■  the  wife  of  one  of  the  first  princes  of  the 

:  Mice. 
Ecation  of  tlio  ladies  who  had  Contributed  to  raise  her 

nexi>ented  elevation  was  extreme.      Tbcy  had  not 
Madame  de   Montesson  of  so  much  ambition  or 

Qur  hod  they  thought  to  And  a  !^u\^ierior  wU«re  they  ■ 
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caly  wiabed  fcr  m  «qiuL    Thty,  bo«e««i^  d«md  i 
aolatra  fioB  tk  bt*  tfcit,  tbDOgjk  the  Idas  aiAao«1ed5«4  lHr| 
ntkekptiMteviiBftftteDakt  rf  OilaM.ki 
ttemka^  tHlM  rf  krlmAnd.    MaduM  d«  i 
ooaaeqaea^f,  thrtainwl  fivm  geing  to  eoort.    Tlte  OihI  «^f 
Gmaes  leaeiTwl  Ike  cufcaaaT'  of  Bcriia  for  fail  ahne  n  tk 
d  VwlMnf  da  Gcalis  o««d  to  tlw  joini  <CBrt»  «i 
IwrHiit  ami  ber  knbnd,  a  plaee  in  tte  hwmfcnU  d  tk 
Dndies  of  Ckactiw  then  reomtly  amnied. 
"itniunn  de  MooUasOB,  not  b^i^  rMOguaed  u  Dixkai 
oT OricHB,  attempted  to  Amelyberlaleala     Shepatdja 
imft>rt«nate  degree  of  notooaty  fnmt.  tha  aaaibet  of  tad  fly 
dte  wrote.     Tbej  wen  adniied  by  bar  fiaoBda,  nd  Imai  )^ 
tbe  {niblk  :  this  iQ  fortnne  afforded  her,  howmer,  the  «fyw- 
tonitj  of  actii^  witb  gnat  qntt  aad  digaity.     Sh»  «« 
adviaadBot  toacfawwU^  the  anthcnUp  of  theonaaaM^ 
eoBiedieB,  and  tinia  to  acrecn  hondf  bam  ridknla;  hit  ikr 
fiiBtly  refbsed,  kst  stHse  other  peraoo  mi^t  be  tiiipirtai 
Ma^TOi*  de  MoBteaKO  mj^  be  a  bad  aothoveai^  faoi  d»  av-j 
a  T«7  dever  and  afreeafale  wtmaB ;  aha  Hog  and 
wdl,  and  uvea  to  her  old  o^  excelled  ta  Somer^tiMik^* 
which  she  has  left  aonie  maaterlj  sptamita^     She  \ 
aeweni  science^  spoke  with  grace  aad  dgpaiw^  aod  «■  t 
adminMe  actrees ;  in  oanseqaoice  of  which,  ptmla  ( 
were  her  fsToimte  amnawnent     Theae  qnafifiealkiu,  jd 
tu  high  rank,  great  wealth,  and  polished  manatn,  csnaal  Wl 
house  to  be  eonadered  one  of  the  moat  pteaaaat  in  Mi;| 
eron  thoBgh  the  gncats  were  sometimea  obliged  to  praise,  adi  1 
what  was  more  difficult,  to  listen  to  her  tedibaa,  heavy  i 
dies.     When  Voltaire  visited  Pans  in  the  year  ITT^  la 
solid  ted  with  great  eageneea  the  CiTonr  of  beu^  adaittid 
to  one  of  the  private  perfovnuDces,  in  which  eha  aelad  vilk 
the  Dnke  of  Orleans.     The  reqnest  was  gtaotad,  and  the  oU 
pent  shewed  bis  gratitnde  by  applauding  nntil  the  CJI  of  ifat 
the  rnrtsin.    The  dnke,  leaning  on  the  ana  of  his  wife,  tha 
iii .  m:<xA  towaids  the  box  of  Voltaire  ;  who^  with  the  extno* 
^1  ludicrous  vhacity  which  chanctariaed  him  eTcn  ia  oU 
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ige,  knelt  down  to  receive  the  prince  and  Madame  de  Mon- 
tenon. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  died  in  1785.  Lonia  XVI.,  somewhat 
nngradouBly,  forbade  Madame  dc  Montesson  to  wear  deep 
nouming  for  her  husband.  She  retired  to  a  convent,  where 
(he  spent  the  time  of  her  widowhood.  When  she  reappeared 
in  the  world,  it  was  to  signalise  herself  by  her  benevolence. 
During  the  severe  winter  of  the  year  1788,  she  converted  her 
hothoosea  into  asylums  for  the  poor.  There  they  not  only 
leedved  a  shelter  from  the  intense  cold,  but  were  fed  and 
onployed  at  her  expense.  It  is  said  that  this  generous  act 
*u  not  forgotten  by  the  people,  and  enabled  Madame  de 
Uontesson  to  pass  unscathed  through  the  evil  days  of  the 
Aench  Revolution. 

As  ambitious  as  her  aunt,  and  far  more  talented,  Madame 
de  Genlis  was,  in  the  mean  while,  laying  the  basis  of  her 
ftture  reputation.     She  had  excellent  opportunities  of  doing 
to  in  the  household  of  the  young  Duchess  of  Chartres,  with 
whom  she  soon  became  as  great  a  favourite  as  her  husband 
\ras  with  the  Duke.     The  Duchess  of  Chartres,  though  virtu- 
ous, and  wholly  devoted  to  her  imworthy  husband,  was  also 
young,  beautiful,  and  fond  of  pleasure.     Almost  all  her  ladies 
of  honour  were  handsome  and  witty ;  they  formed  a  very  gay 
little  court,  much  frequented  by  foreigners  of  distinction,  and 
by  those  members  of  the  French  ari.stocracy  who  preferred  the 
freedom  of  the  Palais-Royal  to  the  old  stateliness  of  Versailles. 
Tlie  Duchess  of  Chartres,  in  thus  establishing  a  court  of  her 
own,  only  aimed  at  amusement ;  her  husband  cntcrt^iined  far 
deeper  views.     The  unbounded  indulgence  of  those  excesses, 
which  liad  left  their  indelible  traces  on  liis  once  noble  and 
handsome  features,  had  not  erased  from  the  mind  of  the  young 
doke  the  hereditary  talent,  pride,  and  jealousy  of  his  race. 
He  was  disliked  by  Marie  Antoinette  and  Louis  XVI.;  he 
hated  them  in  return.     If  his  errors  were  great,  he  felt  they 
were  not  more  flagrant  than  those  of  the  king's  brother,  the 
Count  of  Artois.     Yet  he  was  pointed  out,  almost  exclusively, 
iopaWic  BCOTB.    Disappointed  ambition  lid^teofi^  V!b&  \^ 
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seutment  of  wounded  pride.  Louis  XVT,  witb  the  poikynf 
hU  pred(?cessors,  refused  tu  grant  the  Duke  of  C3uuti«*  ik 
high  posts  and  the  influence  which  he  cUunted. 

The  elements  of  a  vast  opposition,  social  and  not  yet  politi- 
cal (for  the  goremment  was  still  ahsolutc)  pemded  the  vkk 
of  society ;  the  irritated  prince  gathered  them  witfaia  \a 
grasp,  and  led  the  movement.  He  soon  became  tlie  mMd 
ftishiun  with  the  joung  »nd  profligate  nobles ;  the  voatB 
ftdniircd  his  Tccklcsisnesa  and  darijig;  the  ooort  feueJ  bin; 
the  people,  flattered  bj  his  courtesy,  remembei«d  the  tiaditittl 
which  foretold  a  high  destiny  for  his  bouse  :  in  thoM  ia^r 
tions  it  is  said  that  he  himself  had  a  superstitjooa  fiitk 
Thonghtle^s  young  men  and  clever  women  beoune  the  ddtf 
agents  of  bis  ambitious  designs.  He  was  quicUy  and  ]a^a» 
tivety  attracted  by  the  wt,  beaoty,  and  supple  intrigois? 
spirit  of  Madame  de  Genlis.  The  very  pointed  atteBtiii» 
he  paid  bcr  gave  rise  to  some  rumours  unheeded  hy  lln 
guileless  Duchess  of  Chartres.  The  Count  of  Geiili:^  bftii)r(d 
not  the   least  jeidousy.     In  the  yew   1776.  the   Dnke  d 
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and  the  governess  needed  not  much  penetration  to  perceive 
the  mcreasing  power  awarded  to  liberal  ideas.  A  signal 
intbmce  was  afforded  by  the  immense  influence  which  the 
American  War  of  Independence  exercised  towards  this  period 
over  public  opinion  in  France. 

All  the  latent  republican  tendencies  of  the  nation  burst 

forth  with*  sudden  and  unexpected  energy.     The  sympathy 

with  the  insurgent  Americans  was  so  strong  and  universal  as 

to  alarm  the  king  and  queen ;  though  they  both  favoured  the 

Affleiican  cause.     In  this  matter,  as  in  many  other  respects, 

their  personal  feelings  were  wholly  at  variance  with  their 

pdicy.    Joseph  II.,  the  brother  of  Marie  Antoinette,  and  a 

leforming    and    philosojihic    sovereign,    had,  however,  tact 

enongh  to  perceive  that  it  ill  became  an  absolute  monarch, 

like  his  brothcr-iu-law,  to  assist  and  countenance  republican 

insaigents.     He  was  sojourning  at  Versailles  at  the  time 

when  the  American  qaestion  proved,  even  in  the  royal  pahice, 

the  all-absorbing  topic  of  every  conversation.     A  lady  asked 

his  opinion  on  the  subject :  "  I  must  decline  answering,"  he 

replied:   "my  busine.ss  is  to  be  a  royalist"    The  young 

Marquis  of  La  Fayette,  who  was  then  only  eighteen  years  of 

age,  observed  not  the  same  caution.     He  spoke,  at  the  circle 

of  the  queen,  openly  and  enthusiastically  in  favour  of  the 

American  cause.     Marie  Antoinette  greatly  resented  his  iudii<- 

cretion.     She  instinctively  hated  a  war  waged  by  the  people 

against  royalty. 

Young,  wealthy,  and  the  bearer  of  a  noble  name.  La  Fayette 
might  have  aspired  to  the  first  offices  of  the  court ;  he  pre- 
ferred to  these  vain  distinctions  the  dangers  and  the  glory  of 
a  foreign  war  in  favour  of  freedom  and  independence.  In 
spite  of  the  opposition  of  his  family,  and  notwithstanding  the 
displeasure  of  government,  he  openly  declared  that  he  at 
least  would  unite  his  standard  to  that  of  the  Americans.  A 
considerable  number  of  the  young  French  nobles  shared  his 
ardour,  and  followed  him  across  the  Atlantic,  eager  to  shed 
their  blood  in  the  cause  of  plebeian  liberty.  TUft  ewXW'aasww 
which  animated  the  whole  nation  at  tbis  e^wxiVi  •ssoxAi^.  ■vivyj* 
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appear  excesslTs  and  almost  incredible.  It  ii  not,  tunnmr, 
so  difficult  to  understaEKl  it  on  reflection.  Imbued  13  lliej 
'were  with  republican  and  philugophic  doctHnes,  the  Fnodi 
had  yet  no  politics  of  their  owa  Their  cDcrgiea  were  wi^ 
away  in  the  unproductiTe  vrnrfaro  of  literature,  or  iii  »iim 
drawiiig-niom  discussions.  Dreams,  aspirutions  townrtj*  lit 
future,  brilliant  and  fruitless  theories,  were  the  onlj  nsl 
occupntion  of  daring  and  intelligent  men,  who  blushed  uul 
murmured  at  the  childish  inactivity  to  which  they  were  tui- 
demnej.  The  American  war,  by  engro^ing  every  mmif, 
ncted  as  a  temporary  p;illiiitirc  ;  but,  wliilst  so  dma^  it 
fauued  the  internal  flame  which  then  coasumed  the  ■mj 
heart  of  Fnmce.  The  freedom  denied  at  home  was  at  leut 
worsliipped  abroad  :  every  token  of  admiration  for  Aiuffia 
and  her  heroic  deUverera  was  an  indirect  but  eiiesi^t 
protest    against  the  enslaved  condition  of  France,  and  Ik 
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'foa  meutiut)  of  Uio  French  Udies;  for  their  aocioty 

nmverMtioa,  when  I  bavo  timo  to  cr^joy  tljcm,  are  ez- 

'  .ilik'."     He  is  atill  more  explicit  in  a  letter  t«» 

1  ; — "  Tlnj  flay  modallitiii  of  mo  you  say  you  ^»e 

Mr  liujtkiiison,  wiui  tho  firat  of  tlic  kind  ntadu  in  France   A 

ISvty  uf  (ithcn  linvi*  been  miKl«  since  of  dificrcut  Htxoa,  aotU0 

'  wt  in  ttio  liil  of  NnufT-biixeis  and  some  m  small  aa  to  bo 

iu  nriii^'!) ;  ontl  the  niiuilicr  sold  iii  incn!dibl«.     Tluue, 

the  pictures,  bust^,  anri  prints,  ('if  wliicb  oopiM  upon 

are  upreod  evcrywhure,)  bnve  made  yoar  father's  fiua 

irtU  kuowu  as  that  of  the  moon  ;  so  that  he  durst  not  dn 

n^   tiinl  wonM  oblige  him   to  run  ainiy,  on   his  phiz 

lid  dltcuvcr  him  whert-vi'i'  hv  should  venture  to  shew  it.'' 

hero  is  no  cxaggcmtion  in  the  account  givon  by  Franklin 

i»  (topuiority.     Though  tho  quecu  Hcarc'ely  coiicualed  her 

bawnt  at  the  em'  Ik;  excitdl, the  ruriaiivn  ladica 

Ulii  acvcral    Bpl<  j<  %  at   which    jiU    tltc  cLita  of 

I  sociely  nasiatod.     Un  one  of  tlwiv  uccasiuos,  the  mobt 

among  the  three  hundred  wnnicii  present  crnwnrd 

»tk  doctor  with  a  liiuiel  wrMth,  and  theu  kLued  him 

cheek,     lluj   butt  was   not   only  seen   everywhere 

,  of  La  Fayctle,  but,  even  til  the  t.xliibition  of  Sipres 

wh\cb  took  place  iu  tiie  palac«  of  Vcrsaillois  mediU- 

I  of  Fntnklin,  beariv  rotnl. 


"  ! 


iuliiii>i> 


8ccptniiU4UO  tyrikuuit," 

,.i.i;..iy  gold,     tverything  became  d  la  Fravtlin  and  H 

K.     The  celubrate<l  dancer,  Vestria,  who  styled 

,  ui  hia  Provencal  dialect,  le  liinii  tU  la  tl<tiigr,  and  who 

'  declared  that  ibc  agu  had  only  produced  three  gi«at 

-FnHletlek,  Voltaire,   and   lumself! — condescended    Uj 

■■:—<•  and  chnnwrter   i>f   Washington,  when  th« 

JO  :  ucorfi,  who  were  theu  <iuarrol]ing  with  th*ir 

ivTh  Ives  into  a,  fumjiru  (nc)  at  tlic  bcmso 

Doi«'--.      inL 

in  the  triumph  of  America  France  already  haiUdj 
trroIatioD,  ihe  todo  a  last  bicyicVl  V>  >\i«  (^JudA  \ 
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the  old  sceptic  philosophy  and  the  new  democratic  fliwna, 
Voltiurc  and  Roasseau  ;  who  died  in  the  spring  ol  the  ^fW 
1778,  within  a  month  of  each  other. 

After  an  abaence  of  twenty-seven  years,  and  in  the  eiglty- 
fonrth  year  of  hia  age,  Voluire  once  more  visited  Psria.   ll 
was  decided  that  be  fihould  not  be  received  at  cottrt,    Miuie 
Antoinette,  less  strictly  devout  than  her  husband,  regrrt»J 
Ijeing  unable  to  behold  one  of  the  most  illustrions  mm  ot  toi 
age,     Voltaire  was  amply  compeussted  for  thii  slight  of  Oii* 
court    by   the    extraordinary   honoura  with   which  he  w" 
everj'where    else   received.     He  no  sooner  appeared  in  tL» 
theatre  where  his  last   piece,  "  Irene,"  was  acted,  than  tin 
whole  audience  rose  and  greeted  him  with  long  and  enllma- 
aatic  acclamations.     When  the  tra^dy  was  over,  the  wthor* 
b(i3t  was  discovered  on  the  stnge,  and  crowned  with  Utud, 
amtdat  repeated  bursts  of  applause.     Few  men  ever  kul  » 
more  passionate  love  of  renown  than  Voltaire,  and  few  W 
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apostl«  of  democracy.  Surrounded  by  the  few  £riends 
his  misanthropic  temper  had  not  yet  wholly  estranged, 
t  the  hand  of  death  stealing  upon  him  at  the  close  of  a 
'  summer's  day.  "  Let  me  behold  once  more  that  glori- 
etting  sun,"  was  his  last  request ;  and  with  his  dying 
i  turned  towards  the  we3tern  horizon,  he  passed  away 
life,  his  last  look  greeted  by  those  pure  harmonies  of 
on  in  which  alone  his  feverish  and  troubled  spirit  had 
bund  repose. 

}ngh  Bousseau's  death  produced  no  vifflble  sensation  in 
h  society,  he  left  behind  him  a  spirit  far  more  potent 
that  of  Voltaire.  To  destroy  creed  had  been  Voltaire's 
a  mission :  to  create  a  new  society  was  that  of  Rousseau, 
lese  two  principles  rested  the  whole  theory  of  the  French 
utioQ. 


CHAPTER  IV. 
UNFOPULARrry  or  masie  AsronrBrra — FATorEs  stmrs  to 

MADAME   UK  POUGUAC  — HER  SOCIETY — ILL  PEEIIS«  tt 
TWEEN  UADAUE  DE  CENLia  AKD  THE  QUEEN. 


Ths  American  w»r,  tbe  visit  of  Voltaire  to  Paria,  his  tritiani 
and  death,  gave  a  powerful  impulse  to  public  ojiinifflu.  Wkn 
America  ^sm  entirely  free,  and  when  peace  had  been  oandodad 
with  England,  thi^  impulse  was  stronglj  felt,  Tbe  attentiM 
of  all  then  reverted  to  the  internal  state  of  France ;  ni^ 
hud,  in  the  meantime,  grown  extremely  critical, 

Louis  XVI.  was  sincere  and  honest :  lie  really  intendei  to 
fulfil  the  hopea  excited  by  hia  acccsMOtl  to  the  thwiu  ;  to 
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ace,  vainly  sought  to  reinstate  CboiseuL     Her 

uld  not  bear  of  the  fnvfmrit*  of  M.adnmc  de  Pom- 

lltis  dUeuuua,  the  ynutig  monarch  consulted  ki» 

[>\MEi.     The  fato  of  Frnnco  then  iiung  uii  tlio 

Tour  wiicien,  who  had  never  been  allowed  the  loilst 

pwcr,  and  whose  jirincijdca  were  directed  by  tlitj 

crsion  they  had  conceived  for  the  ministers,  whom 

tbuir  fatlier'a  mistresses  successively  raised  to 

bc-sitated  for  sonic  time  between  two  cx-minis- 

cLiitilt  iittd  .Maiare|)as.     Machault,  severe  nnd  honest, 

numerous  vucmies  at  court ;  MfturKpua,  a  gay  and 

ilrticr,  Imd  been  diagmced  fnr  ci)m[>oELug  n  aiitiricoJ 

Madame  «Ie  Ponipadour  ;  MESDAMJiS  decided  in 

The  frivolous  did  man,  to  wliom  age  could  not 

iota  i>r  even  its  gravity,  was  once  more  called 

^e  king  aUo  aought  Cho  OHsistauce  of  Malesherbes 

both  members  of  the  phiJoHopiiic  juvrty.     They 

Bled  and  zealoag,  but  too  iutolcrnnt  and  extlusivu. 

pLs  at  iiromature  reform  only  raised  them  a  host 

and  the  men  who  sought  no  less  than  to  regcne- 

le  ualioii,  fell  before  paltry  court  iiitrigiUTs.     This 

1  power  was,  ncverthflcsis  ft  »tcp  tnken  i:i  tlie  right 

jnce  it  acknowledged   the  supremacy   of  pubtic 

[le  reforming  ministers  employed  paiuidUeteers  t*) 

defend  their  opinions,  and  iidoptcd  other  indirect 

FflMcurtaining  how  far  the  current  of  general  feeling 

[  favour.     The  iiublicity  thus  givi.'U  to  the  nilnis- 

idna   occaaiuucd   very  )Ui[rortant  delmtea  to 

seconded  by  hi*  wife.  Acted  a  leading  part 

BUS  ;  for  serious  dissensions  divided  even  the 

party.'     Necker  early  oppoaed  the  (jlann  of  Turgot ; 

Bco  which  obtained  hiiu  the  tavour  of  those  nobles 

tvcrity  u(  TuiL'ot's  jirinciples  hud  alienated.     The 

•m,  took  an  active  share  in  this 

1   economy  at  their  toilet,  and 

bliBbod  the  aupromacy  of  whatovor  npinions 

I  £tri>ur. 
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M;ii;.-  Aiitiiiiuttc-  al-i  iiitt-rlVroJ  in  these  iinportAnt  matters. 
but  ii'it  with  much  .iu'l_:.'iiiiiit  or  swcoe**.  Ili-r  s}inpathies  fir 
<.'iic'i-ii!l  lir-r  !•  •!  her  Vi  I'lvour  tho  refurmers;  she  wms,  how- 
i-vir,  .-tiiU  iii<.u-t''l  "it'll  till  ir  si-VL'rity.  The  partisans  of  the 
I'l'l  .-y-t'-m  I'f  :;.iv.ninuiit,  who  aocnst'-il  her  uf  inducing  hn 
huvKiU'l  t'l  >-'.nl:i'.'  ton  (•.v:!u-.ivoly  tn  tlie  econoinists.  urce-l 
hir  ti>  uniti;  hii-ilf  t'l  M  mu'ijm-*.  in  onlerto  i>verthn.>wTurgot. 
Sin-  dill  ■^■1,  ,uiil  ilV' -icil  hi.r  nlijr-ot :  fi)r  already  kid  she 
L:.iiiii.il  I'Vri-  li' r  \vi;ik  liu>'i.niil  that  fatal  priwer  wLieh  i« 
liiikr  1  \vi;!i  jilii'ii.-t  i  \iTy  tirnr  in  the  hL»tory  nf  his  roi-ni. 

I'l-r  :i  i'l!!;;  tisiii-  tilt'  ihizxliiiLr  beauty  and  xtinnini'  iracc  of 
M  nil'  Aiit  .jiiitti-  ii.-.'t  ri  111  liiii  il  piiwi'i-le.<s  over  the  calm  ai:'l 
|.liliuii."'i'  Li'!ii>  W'l.  lit'  .■iliiiwcd  hor  no  intlucnre  what- 
<-vrr  il'iiii;!'  th'.-  lii.-i  viar  of  hi>  ivi:;n.  Mesdanies.  it  is  sai'l, 
had  ].iijr.ii.iid  iiini  ;:'^.!iii-t  lii<  wife, — the  pled.'o  (i  the 
liit'-d  .\i-;iiiii  .-.liiMii.-i'.  The  yiinni!  nioiMrch.  like  thorn, 
iii-tiii.  llvi  !v  lii.-iru-ti'.i   M  nie  Antoinette.     Ht  knew  so  well 


an 

Dtis,   cetcbrons    iidtri'    reine,"    &c.      Overcome    with 
,  tha  young  L]ucc>n  bowed  her  head  betwoon  her  (ifinds 
bant  intci  tears.     Linked,  as   her  name   is  now  with 
c«ly-|)araUelt'd  uiisfurtuiie*  ninal  heroically  eudtircil,  it  is 
Icult  to  coiicei%'e  bow  Jlarie  Autoinctte  could  draw  down 
[Jirrscif  the  det'i.  Latred  which  grew  in  *ilent  strongth  with 
'  year  of  her  unlm|ipy  ruigii,  suddenly  broke  forth  at  the 
olnticin,  and  ultimately  led  her  to  the  sealTold.     ^linute 
almost  trilling  causes  iiniduccd  this  result. 
The  qiinlitifs  of   Marie  Antoinette   were  of  those  which 
fortune  cnlls  forth,  but  which  seldom  ahino  in  prusperity. 
uiid  wilful  in  fveiy thing,  she  cnpTiciously  favonred  or 
ed  niiniaters,     Whilst  the  reformers  ■»««•   in   fiisluon, 
•  hud  her  support ;  slio  withdrew  it  whc?n  tliey  had  lost  the 
obation  of  the  frivolous  coterita  who  giiided  her  opinions, 
bis  conduct,  with  n   recklessness  dangerous  eren   in   & 
fca,  and  u  slight  tendency  to  satire,  added  to  the  numher 
fccr  enemies.     Annoyed  at  the  rigid  punctiliousness  of  her 
of  honour,  Mnduiut!  de  Noaillea,  she  |jctuliuitly  oamed 
f"  llodaruc  rEtjiiuette."     The  great  and  powerful  family 
de  offendc^l  Indy  deejJy  reaeuted  this    nffront,  and  en- 
a  Hecret,  and  finally  an  open,  opposition  against 
Unfortunately  for  his  wife,  the  gmver  Louis  XVI. 
fnot  dieck  her  imprudent   vivacity,  and  allowed  her  to 
Jgc,  without  rsjttraiiit,  in  (ill  the  gaieties  of  the  court. 
Bt  the  queen  compromised  the  old  statcliness  of  royalty 
110  great  though  innocent  freedom,  LiiuIm  was  absorbed  in 
J&vouiite  geography,  or  studying  amitli-work  with  a  lock- 
named  Gamain ;  who  a^umed  with  liim  the  tono  and 
he  authority  of  a  maatcr.      "  The  king,"  said  Giimain, 
by  years  aflerw!ird!»,  "  wti3  good,  forheiiring,  timid,  inipiiai- 
aiul  addicted  to  sleep,     lie  was  fond  of  luckmakiiig  to 
and  he  concealed  himself  from  the  queen  and  the 
tc>  iil«  and  forge  with  uie.     In  order  t<i  convey  his  anvil 
Is  and  forwards,  wo  were  obliged  to  use 


Beaidctt  the  iudtmttisd  Noiulles,  tlic  c^uecu  i^'<xw.<^\  Sient 
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religiooa  party.  Leaded  by  tbr   ~  <if 

of  Louis  XVI.*s  two  sisters.  offal 

ridicule  with  which  Harie  ^Dtoinettc,  whilst  yet  ibafhM 
'^CBS,  fasti  spoken  of.  the  austere  edncalion  she  gnw  htf  I 
dff^dt,  in  her  torn,  with  some  asperity  uu  llju  levity  j 
young  Anstriaa  princess  ;  who  found  cetMon  atiU  i 
in  the  bosum  of  the  royal  £imily.     Mead  urn  w^  I 
and  juniable  women,  never  liked  their  iueo&     Sbc 
Austrian,  and  she  faToored  Cboiaeul,  vbom  thqr 
^They  de[ilored  her  frivoloosncaa,  her  prodig«lity,«ad4 
her  influence  over  her  husliAnd  ;  which  had  8ii|i 
own.     They  sought  not  to  iiijnre  her,  bol  their 
bUmc  swelled  the  voice  of  general  nmrmnr.     Her 
law,  ^lonsiear,  (alterwiirds  Luaia  XVI  IT.,)  and  his  wife, ! 
dame,  proved  more  active  and  formiduMc  opi>oDenla. 
envied  the  queen,  md  beaded  a  sort  of  secret  court  op 
ifgainst  her  and  Louis  XYL     The  Dnke  of  Chartrot  i 
profened  eoemy  :  he  hated  her  ;  for  to  her  aixl  her 
he  as<-ril>ed  all  the  mortificatioiis  bis  ambition  and 
endured. 

However  unintereatiflg  these  trifling  court  nuttea 
ily  seem  at  the  pieaent  epoch,  they  then 
of   importance.     The   wooaded  pride  of 
foaiUea,  the  disc«utent  of  Madamo  de  Maraan  and  '. 
'ihe  envy  of  Mon«ienr,  the  resentment  of  the  Duke  nf  ( 
cuuaiderably  influenced  public  opinion  with  re^nrd  to ! 
Antoinette  ;  and  that  hatred  which  thi- 
tought  to  feel  for  her  very  name,  hit^ 
and  predpitated  the  £»U  of  monarchy.     Each  frivolooa  < 
li^t  word,  or  look  of  scornful  pride, — each  f    ' 

bad  ever  raised, — bore  their  frost  in  tin. 
^qnwD.     Evilly  dis{»osed,  howev.T,  a*  were   bcr 
|CDu]d  only  Uame  her  own  iiupnideuce  if  Uuor  i 
fr«ct.     Few  women,  bo  criticAlIy  plnccd  aa  ehe  wa«,  t 
I  than  Marie  Ant«>Liielte  tu  tbf:  t>]iint  of  the  tiffle*. 
on  absolute  ui<iU'>ivclk'j,\>ul  Vtn\\<<:(«d,  aa  •< 

l^  80Q@i  and  e^t^^aBa-.  V&  tiOnn  -«^>i^>«%1 
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pnhlic  optnkia.  If  tlie  queen  ha'd  secured  tills 
jltj"  Muilion-  oil  Ltr  idde.  slie  might  well  have  braved  ber 
Lilt,  i>roud  ill  tlie  consciouMieMS  of  innocence  and 
i  power,  ehf  rcokltssly  allowed  them  to  enlist  every 
I  of  ttdciety  agaiiiat  ber  and  her  nutnci.  It  was  for  tho 
of  cimctltAting  n  few  indivicluals,  luid  often  a  fenmlc 
,  that  Marie  Antoinette  thus  estrMige<l  influentiiil 
Kho  carried  fricn(i#hip  t<»  the  height  nf  a  {lassioii. 
fur  Ibe  king,  ibouglj  sinoere  and  devoted,  could 
l»<i  nlworb  a(1  ber  nifoctioiia.  The  cimtmst  between  Louis 
:ui  hi.1  hi'iuitifnl  wife  suj;j«e»ted  many  UucharitJible 
<  to  their  euurtiers,  Cahiiiiny  successively  attributed 
ta  the  Count  of  Artois,  the  Duke  of  Lauzuu,  and  the  Cuunt 
Fnsen,  a  ahan?  in  the  favour  of  the  quecu.  No  jiroofs  of 
[ulltfgtfd  crr<irH  Imre  ever  been  produced.  Her  fuvourile 
wne  Citnii>aii,  when  pressed  <m  this  subject, 
'  after  the  deatb  of  tiirr  royal  miatrex!).,  conrcisanl 
tLit  Muie  Antoinettti  hud  indeed  ouca  ozpcrioncod  a  deep 
j'-hmerit,  but  nvcrrod.wilh  sulrmn  energy 
:  try  feeling  b:id  evur  reiuiiined  pure  uud 
The  reatmints  which  duty  i\nd  self-respect  thu» 
■■inHd  upon  her  feelings,  rcndored  tbu  <{uecu  more  nuns 
ttnei  ill  ikn  uinnifcstjitioiia  of  her  friciid»hip.  Madame  de 
KkOlfi,  t  -'i   >>f  Lninbtdle,  iind    Mikihiuie   de  I'oligniic 

I'd  her  milice.     They  were  idl  three  gwiUc 
itiful  women,  bat  the   oifcction  she  folt  for  Uiem 

fatal  to  the  popul.-rity  of  Marie  Antoinette, 
ne  dc  I'dlii^iiiic  wa.-i  ili/iiitereste*!,  and  really  loved  the 
for  her  uwu  tike;   bwt  she  wns  surrouiidwl  by  a  host' 
dy,  grii»ping,  Aiid  ambitious  relatives,  who  spucubitcrt 
I  thainedtJ  manner  uu  tlie  friendBhip  of  Marie  Autoiuette. 
r  .1  liicrntivc  postal,  were  showered 

.  !-•  and  ber  friends.     Her  8L«ter-in- 
CoauteM  Diana  of  I'olignao,  an   ugly,  overbenring 
aemlly  rietcstcil,  wua  said  to  rule  her  completely  ; 
;  her  eveiy  morning  coiicerniug  her  bcbiw iova  H;\t.VL 
aad  to  givv  her  «  libt  of  the  i&vouis  to  W  ftiCkx^  vtx 
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the  course  of  the  day.  So  insolent  did  this  Coantess  Diiiii 
become,  that  even  the  gentle  Princess  £Liza.betb,  to  whom  tlic 
was  lady  of  honour,  could  not  endure  her  tynmny ;  aoi  is 
order  to  escape  from  her,  took  refuge  at  Saiiit-Cyr.  It  «* 
only  on  the  jwrsonal  itit«rcessioa  of  Louia  XVL,  who  duM) 
all  his  wife's  weakness  for  the  Folignocs,  that  harmooy  m 
restored  between  Madame  ELIizabeth  and  her  iiuperioiu  atlaii- 
ant, 

The  lucrative  favours  bestowed  on  the  Princess  of  Lwu^ 
baUe,  and  especially  on  Madame  de  Poligitac  and  her  £dM)dih 
caused  much  jealousy  at  court  The  proud  and  powerfid 
NoaiUes  looked  down  with  haughty  disjileasure  im  their  up- 
start rirala.  The  ]i(;>litical  power  which  Marie  Antoinctto 
^nted  to  the  Polipiacs  was  viewed  with  eqnal  disfavtnr  b; 
all  those  who  could  not  ho[)e  to  share  in  it  If  she  ruled  Ik 
king,  the  Pulignaes  ruled  her.  Necker,  in  the  account  bt 
subsequently  mre  of  his  second   ministry ,  com  plained  lint 
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vagae  ean«cloaane8s  of  Iter  fAilIng  popularity,  the  know- 
uf  tkfl  grtut  social  pi>wcr  which  wunicii  then  [H)S!iejMxi, 
wikli  i)f  sharing   lu   tliLs   influence,  iiiduci-J  M.trie 
to  open  to  her  frif>n<l8  th«»  <lrawing-ri>f>ni  of  Madame 
iligDM,  ta  wliom  she  had  given  an   nimrtineiit  in  the 
of  VerMillea.      "  Ht'iv,"   sho  often  observed  with  a 
V  **  I  Am   DO  l<ingcr  the  (jnt^cn  :  I   am  iiivi«cir."      Sh9 
ftir  the  jKiwer  thus  excrci>»i>d  to  be  exclosively  the 
of  llifi  woniw.     Hut,  licnutiful  and  nttnu-tirc  us  she 
Mari«  AiiUxiurtte    acted    ini prudently   in    tliud   cnsting 
f>  iif  rttiib.     She  W!w  not  MilFieipniiy  brilliaitt 

:iic  women  who  presided  over  the  8oeictic« 
day  ;  QiiIqss.  iudced,  slic  ojx-ned,  like  theiu,  the  Haloon 
frinui  to  the  men  :  without  whom  those  sifcietic*  vvoald, 
•fier  aU,  haw  b«vn  ui.'Ujitd.  Sht-  did  not  do  im;  luid,  Ihougb 
taaowd  with  thi^  myal  presence,  tiic  society  of  M:id:inic  de 
vrua  accordingly  considort-d  most  iintiilLTlaining. 
posseMcd  little  -  cnnveraAtional  latent ;  her  qoiel 
-"  For,"  ux  the  envious  courtivrs  never  failed, 
..  *' tho  royrU  favourites  were  all  comiuim- 
wiMDfB."  Tiii«  was  true  ;  and  it  coritinned  tlio  report 
Bot»ithstaDding  a  few  happy  rcparteea,  Marie  Antoinette 
Bot  bers<'lf  very'  dcrcr  or  ititolli'H-tual.  Khe  disliked 
converxiti'in,  and  exeludet!  it  wherever  ■:  r.^iL 

ItighUieath  century  never  producetl  a  Ic«»  ti;  i-rio 

tl»l  bv«r  which  she  preaidc-cL     Tho  ugrvaible  Mndume 
winhing  to  excuse  herself  from  cr.mi>lyinj»  with  a 
MMreiwvI  to  her  by  Madtinie  de  I'ntigiinc,  diil  xi>  in  it 
ilod   with    [HH.'try.       M;idanie  do    I'oli^inm; 

:...      J  to  her  friends,  who  criticised  them  very 

^Mtltrly.      Thtir  reinnrks    bcin);   repeated   to    Madame  de 

•he  rr])lied,  with  a  aniilc,  "  1  regret  tlmt  they  find 

»o  bad,  for  llie  sako  of  poor   R.viue  ;  for  they  are 

liiiu<  BJwl  not  by  roc."     Superficial  wits,  like  llivarol,  were 

the  «oink'«  of  lladajtii*  do  Poligiiac,  111  order  to 

dcficicncit?*  of  tiio  tadica.     When  tho  qtitH'n  gnVo 

Gluuk.  cauie  to  uccuuipauy  her  luu^iug.     Tho  old 
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Dncliess  of  GrammoDt — favmired  on  Mcoimt  of  her  londitr, 
Choiaeul — ^the  Count  of  Artojs,  the  Count  of  Vaodmoi, 
liivarol,  aud  the  friends  of  the  Poligntic  fiuuily,  werr  ^ry.npt 
the  few  uicmbers  of  thb  society ;  which,  with  little  of  th* 
■wit  of  coteries,  hftfl  their  woret  fault — excitisina 

The  cnurticrs  whom  JIarie  Aatoinotte  refusal  io  admit 
bef&me  en  niBnj-  covert  enemies.  They  8]K>kc  with  gittt 
iiittcniess  on  the  iiiipropricty  of  her  conduct  iu  thus  mrngllq; 
with  untitled  litcnry  men,  and  in  singing  to  the  »coi)aipB>- 
mcnt  t<f  a  mere  artist  like  Gluck.  They  saitl,  itnil  not  onjoill;. 
thftt  the  evenings  which  Marie  Antoitictte  dcrot«d  to  bo 
private  amnsemeuts  were  abstracted  from  the  court.  Os- 
stitnted  as  French  society  then  was,  this  was  a  seriood  <ibj<e- 
tiou — one  which,  bad  she  not  been  so  imjirudcnt,  would  kn« 
luid  wctgiit  with  Marie  Antoinette.  Wkit,  indeed.  withMil 
the  i>re«'ncc  of  the  queen,  were  all  the  fetes,  i«>rap»,  plcoravi 
uud  1'  '   ries  of  Versailles!      When  Mane  IfmitiAi 

aulopi  I '  .1  extreme  devotion,  a  course  somewhat  similiT; 

her  absence  ffoia  the  conrt  was  nut  felt  8hc  was  qir 
name  only ;  Madiunc  de  Pompadour  hud  all  the  rvahu  u-i 
honutge  of  qticcniy  power.  Bat  such  was  not  tho  en*  «itk 
Mario  Antoinette.  The  king  lored  no  other  womaii ;  ii« 
reigned  alone  over  the  court ;  and  when  she  abaadoD«d  it,  k> 
twek  the  quiet  drawiDg-nxim  of  Miidame  d«  Polignaa,  Ik* 
conrtierii  thought  themselves  justified  in   fit'  '         !'  • 

witli  npliniiding  murmurs.     It  was,uidee<l,  f' 
to  think  tliat  she  could  unite  all  the  jxiwer  and  aphoniivr  U 
rank  to  the  ca.-*  and  freedom  of  privacy.     The  dwoontaU  >i 
tho  nobkvise  s<ion   resicbcd    the  middle  and  inferior  das«», 
Itetweeti  whum  and  ti 

more  raiiid  commurii>  .• 

the  precincts  of  the  cotirt  the  favoar  of  MiuLuoe  de  Po^pK 

Lioould  iiisjiiro  no  {>er(«in:d  jesJonsy,  .■»  '    ;   "'    ''" :    f  imt«lioB 
nevertheless  ere.itcd  by  tlie  inr;  i- »a»  $»|^ 

jiosfd  to  dmw  fnmi  the  state.  The  favourites  of  kkifft  h«d 
«eWoni  been  populii  \u  ¥tvaKft  •,  VwX  vVlcma  «t  <\iiMo*  hiA 

atv^va  been  odious. 
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M  courtiers  and  tho  ponplo,  Marie  AntoiDotio 
nnnirmtM  ami  ]ii)wurful  class — iLe  KribU  and 
I,  wliutu  libi'  iicj^U'ctcii  to  ^vtronise.  Sb«  read 
liOls,  mad  outy  light  lilcmturt:.  SShc,  vlinsi-  p.irt  in  liistory 
ma  Ui  Ih.*  iHt  (lark  aiul  tragic,  tievi-r  |K'ruseJ  thoae  Listorickl 
■»mtiv«s  wht^iieu  she  niigiit,  [icrcliance,  b.-ivc  derived  *  few 
■fcfitl  Uaaora.  Mario  Antitiiii!tt<!  lui»  very  emiaeously  been 
Wffirrii'ntod  u  a  learned  and  accooiplisbtfd  princess.  Sbu 
fnnldy  ooofcsBod  to  MacUmc  C>iiiii[>nn  tli.it  she  liiul  never 
•ndcntood  t<nu  word  uf  Um  Latin  Liuaiiguvs  ubo  ulti-rt-d  in 
VicftDA,  aii<i  hud  not  ovon  touchixl  the  bcintifui  drnwing^ 
■ad  )iy  M«ria  'l'l)ert:!ui  to  be  tiiti  (iroductiou  of  Ler  ruvourito 
ifaBijIil-r  Tlie  courtiers  were  soriK^vhut  luortiiied  at  Ota. 
^neen'a  trident  i^orancv,  «liicb  all  bvr  tact  ntnl  gmof  cnuld' 
.■oIm.  When  ube  ac-tctl  in  private  tlivatricals  with  ber 
L^viu<i*-in-lftw  and  their  wives,  many  <>f  the  spectators  ol>- 
■rred,  loud  cnou^ti  to  b<!  beard,  that  tl)e  acting  waa  tnyally 
had,  (tojaleniimt  mal  joue.)  1'Iie  iiuees  was  still  more  uiifor- 
tataU*  witli  rcgnnl  in  tluwe  pieces  wbidi  were  acted  bofona 
her,  atid  first  produced  by  hor  command.  In  spite  o(  her 
— ficThftjMi  t>ocaiU(i  they  were  patronised  by  her — 
alniflat  alwa3'a  fell  before  the  rariainu  audiuiicra.  She 
'%as  very  keenly  aiivu  to  tltc  alight  thus  put  ujion  her 
taato,  and  vrhich  probably  arose  fn>m  a  feeling  of  rcw>ni- 
BMt ;  fur  if  Madiime  de  iVuipadour  lad  been  blamoit 
(or  del'  'In  in  favour  of  litenitiire,  it  waa  ueverthe> 

I.  I   lliut  iulinitely   less  waa  dimo  by  Marie 

t«. 
«  P.Jignac.t,  though  as  indiffcn>iit  as  their  mij-irfrvt  fn 
■icJi  cubjtvt^  uuce  cfaoM,  however,  to  [latniniiic  an  author  and 
aconady:  the  authnr  was  tho  uii[irindple<l  lk>ausiar<:hai» — 
Uw  eomedy,  the  cyui>'jd  pnidui^tion  known  .us  the  "  Marriage  M 
tlgam,"  in  itself  the  herald  of  a  revulutiuu.  It  was  a  charae- 
Inifltk  '  ~    '      tiui".<i,  that  thi«  play,  which  attacked 

wdety  lit  with  an    inimiu-ul   degree  t>(  levity, 

and   }'et  with  much  truth  and    power,  should   hare  been 
jttUntiital  frr  the  friends  of  .Marie  AutciinetXc     TV*  < 

T 
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having  proIiiMM  it  from  beaog  act«d,  Beaiunarchais  read  tist 
piece  to  a  circle  n(  tufiQendal  fiiends,  hy  wbom  it  wm  pea 
noonced  adoiirable.  'Every  one  accordingly  wished  ts  bar 
it,  &nd  every  oue,  thanks  to  the  Authors  compluaaiK*.  hid 
heard  it  ere  long.  Nothing'  but  the  prohibited  comedy  m 
epukeii  of  throughout  all  Paris.  The  drcle  of  Uadime  d* 
Foliguoe  WAS  in  raptures  with  "  Fignro/*  uid  iaceiwitly 
teoxed  the  king  to  grant  the  permission  for  having  it  fit- 
fonned.  Louis,  who  had  beard  it  iii  privat«,  refoMd,  «id, 
Bent  a  lettre  de  cachet,  forbidding  even  the  piivata 
snoe  of  the  comedy,  at  the  moment  it  WiV- 
pljice  before  an  eager  and  fztshionable  cirde;.  i 
«ccjted  the  most  Tehement  indignation.  The  Idag  wu  styitd 
tyrant  and  oppressor  by  the  very  cotiTtiere  whose  reactianuy 
fedings  afterwards  caused  his  ruin,  tkaiuuarchais  exclainwi. 
in  his  anger,  "  Tlie  piece  shall  be  acted,  even  though  it 
be  in  the  very  choir  of  Notre  Dame  1"  He  cunsen' 
ever,  to  soften  down  a  few  pAssages ;  and.  with  the  aid  of 
Vaudreuils  and  the  Poligoacs,  succeeded  in  wringing  the 
wislied-for  permission  from  the  king.  "  Figaro"  obtaiwd 
almost  unexampled  snccess ;  and  the  seventy-second  pcifixi» 
ance  Mtis  as  crowded  as  the  first.  Tli«  court  did  not  due  ta 
Buq>end  the  representAtioos  of  the  comedy,  but  onwiMly 
imprisoned  the  author ! 

The  permisidon  of  acting  the  "Marriago  of  Fignti'btd 
been  so  reluctantly  granted,  that  no  one  thanked  the  Folii 
nacs  for  their  share  in  obtaining  it.     The  q>i         ''    'zh 
had  nothing  to  do  with  this  aSkir,  was  bl-vu  -i^^ 

feered  the  effect  of  the  prutiigate  comedy.  Wliatever  uecan<4 
ill  fortune  attended  her  stilL  Even  the  enooani^nnent  whiA 
she  gave  to  vauaie  and  her  countryman  Gluck  was  prwinctin 
of  a  strife  memorable  in  the  annals  of  French  >  "  '     -^ 

tlie  genius  of  Gluck  was  recognised,  tha  [ku-;. 
queen  promptly  bpjught  forward,  as  his  rival,  tho  lulwo 
PicciuL  Two  inimical  factions  henceforth  divided  the  to**- 
In  the  Btreeta,  in  coSee-liouse&,  private  dveUingB,  and  ^i*" 
dami&i,  the  imputUwA  v<^^  '*^  ^wmiq  ^aawMwiL   "  te* 


bid    , 

i 
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GlurkUt  or  a  Picciiiixtl"  was  now  a  questiun  uiaiver- 

atlJjffscd  J    aiid,  according  as  the   answer  might  bo, 

re  confirmed  or  angrily  diissolved.     The  qunrrels 

111  ui^Li)  and  the  ^loiuiists,  or  even  tlinse  uf  thd 

phers  and  the  devotees,  had  never  possessed  au  much 

ottance,  or  been  marked  witli    half  the  acnmuiiy  now 

I  in  the  luime  of  the  gentlest  of  all  arts. 

nclc  and  mvmc  were  the  only  objects  of  Srarie  Antoinette's 

agemeut    Sbe  neglected  painters  and  their  produotioua, 

both  were  patronised  by  several  of  the  Pariniiui  ludies, 

line  de  Geulis,  in  jtarticular,  was  always  surromKleJ  by 

I  of  the  cnfist  tiilented  nrtLat.s  of  the  day.     Between  tliia 

[and  the  queen  there  unfortunately  existed  a  very  bitter 

lity.     In  general,  Marie  Antoinette  did  not  like  the 

of  her  time,  and  wax  not  liked  by  tljem.     When  she 

[birth  to  her  first  eliild,  (the  Duchess  of  Angoulonic,)  the 

bras   <if    Chartres,   on    p.tynjg   her    the    cujitoniary  visit, 

light  her  majesty  to  accept  tJic  excuses  of  Madame  <le 

»,  who  was  ti)o  ill  to  appear.    Marie  Antoinette  hauglitily 

tlmt,  :ilthoiigh  the  celebrity  of  Mttdiiiiie  de  (Jenlia 

.  caa<»c  her  absence  from  court  to  be  noticed,  her  rank 

lot  authorise  her  ta  send  in  excuses.     Madame  de  Geulis 

already  been  slighted  by  the  queen,  "who  disliked  her 

irter,  and  ciired  tittle  for  her  writings  ;  wounded  to  tlie 

;  by  tliis  liwt  aiTront,  she  criticised  with  some  acrimony 

«tc(t  and  habits  of  Mario  Antoinette,     Tlic  quecu  spoke 

asperity  of  Madame  de  GeiJis'a  conduct  and  Utc- 

Bctious.     Courtiers  embittered  the  quarrel.     Those 

shed  to  render  themscUcs  agreeable  to  the  queen  dis- 

that  they  could  do  so  by  turning  Mudaine  de  Genlia 

licnlo  ;  whilst  others,  equally  unchnritable,  immediiitely 

the  authoress  all  the  keen  epigrams  and  satii'icol 

ttttercd,  at  her  exi)cn9c,  til  the  apartmeat  of  Mario 

Ifliiietle,     This  treatment  was  greiitly  resented  by  Madamo 

Joilis,  who  was  easily  irritated,  and  not  so  easily  ajipcased. 

Idiaajjrced  with  the  rigid  JIadame  Necker,  and  kept  up 

quaiml   with  bet  impaaaloiied  dtv\\^^&t  -,   t^ 
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wnmgled  for  a  long  time  with  the  aristocratic  party,  aari 
ultimately  fell  out  with  the  levolutionista.  The  plulolli^pil» 
sbe  held  iii  utt'Cr  detestation,  since  the  Academj,  isutmi  of 
beatowLug  the  Monty  on  prize  od  one  of  her  Trorki,  gsTB  it 
Uf  Madame  d'Epiniiy'a  "  OonTersations  d'Emllie."  The  M 
Ou(.'ltess  of  Qrammont,  whose  tem{)er  was  probably  wiml 
by  disappointed  ambition,  confessed  heraelf  delighted  at  tlm 
residt,  find  declared — "  That  she  hoped  Madame  dt<  OsbId 
■would  either  die  of  spite,  which  would  be  n  highly  forttunta 
CTent,  or  that,  if  she  BorviTed  her  disgrace,  ahe  would  at  Itwt 
write  a  good  satire  against  the  philosophers,  nhicb  vmild 
prove  almost  us  amusing." 

Though  Madame  dc  Oenlia  was  not  gener&Uy  liked,  int 
position  and  talents  gave  her  great  influence.  It  would  tun 
been  politic  even  for  the  queen  of  France  to  hav-e  secnrcd  bet 
good-will :  an  easy  task,  when  a  look  and  a  smUo  from  Ihm 
Antoinette  were  counted  high  favours  !     Bnt  the  Queen  wdiiIJ 
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r  her  share  of  popularity  and  social  influence  pass  into  the 
tds  of  other  women,  she  made  desperate  efforts  to  win  back 
failing  power;  but  she  would  never  stoop  to  accept  it 
in  those  whom  a  few  gracious  words  might  have  rallied  to 
'  cause  and  made  her  own  for  ever. 


CHAPTER  V. 


STATE  OF  FREKCH  SOaETY — THE  DIXMOXD 
LACB — Ui:<lSTERa    FAVOURED   BY  THl  QOKZS — lUSlAKI 
DK  6TAEL — MADAME   DE   COSDORCKT. 


On  tbe  eve  of  her  great  Revolntion — th»t  is  to  m y,  from  1 '  ' 
to  1789 — ^FraDce  was  in  tbat  state  of  confusion  and  «li.- 
vlucb  generally  uslicrs  in  deep  social  coovnlaioiUL  Tbc  m>i4 
opposite  priuciplea  were  recognised  and  ndopted  :  for  in  tiot 
wide  chaos,  though  there  might  be  niiich  tumult,  there  «» 
m  yet  no  strife.  Tbe  coiitrostd  wliich  this  st&te  of  lecutjr 
presented  were  often  fiill  of  singularity. 

TLo  French  noblea  who  retanied  from  the  American  ww 
found  tbc  popularity  of  Fmnkliu  and  Washington  siipcmdel 
by  the  Anglomania.    This  was  only  a  seeming  contnufictiflo- 
The  French  bad  wUMngly  inflicted  a  aerere  blow  on  En'jl 
but  they  loved  English  freedom  and  constitwtional  mmui-. 
Unable  to  enjoy  either,  they  adopted  at  least  English  ciwtoiw. 
English  clubs,  horses,  meing,  jockeys,  and  even  high  bouts  «iid 
plain  cloth  coats,  were  not  thought  unworthy  of  ituitation. 
The  dubs  were  not  political  Rt  first ;  but,  by  seivirating 
two  sexes,  they  proved  fatal  to  female  iufluenc*,  and 
the  spirit  of  society.     It  lost  its  frivolous  {loliah  :  the  gnwefali 
eSemiimcy  which  lind  prevailed  so  long  gave  vny  U»  a  s<* 
povoT  and  energy,  well  fitted  to  pr«pai«  th«  natiuD  for  tli« 
revolutionary  outbreak. 

This  revolution  was  anticipated  by  all ;  but,  nalika  oth«r 
social  contests,  it  was  expected  t«)  be  With  jwdfle  ud  imrc. 
Political  dissentioiis,  the  blodd-Btuiued  scalfold,  furcign  vt, 
and  cinl  strife,  with  all  tho  selfishness,  treachery,  wid  fierw 
paa&iona  they  arouse,  were  unsuspected  by  the  cnthuuiMtie 
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'ni>OTOtoi&  The  nobles  spoke  of  the  approaching  straggle  as 
of  a  new  fashion  introduced  and  patronised  by  them.  They 
iieither  regretted  the  past  nor  feared  the  future.  Surrounded 
oy  all  the  privileges  of  feudal  power,  they  had  discarded  its 
flattering  customs  for  the  independence  of  English  manners, 
^heir  lands  and  vassals  gave  wealth  and  influence ;  their  birth 
bestowed  distinctions  unearned  by  toil  and  long  patience, 
They  could' afford  to  be  philosophers,  friends  of  men,  and  even 
<iemocrats.  This  anomaly  was  only  one  of  the  signs  of  the 
times.  Philosophy,  the  spirit  of  old  chivalry,  republican  en- 
thnaiasm,  licentiousness,  and  vain  affectation  of  sentiment, 
often  characterised  the  same  individual,  even  as  they  charac- 
terised the  whole  nation. 

A  touch  of  mystic  enthusiasm  nevertheless  pervaded  all  this 
confusion  and  levity.  Mesmer,  who  perverted  to  unworthy 
uses  the  phenomena  of  animal  magnetism,  and  Cagliostro,' 
whose  wild  assertions  of  supernatural  power  now  excite  only  a 
■mile  of  contempt,  found  numerous  disciples  in  the  land  of 
scepticism.  The  name  of  the  latter  notorious  charlatan  then 
bestowed  a  new  interest  on  the  memorable  affair  of  the 
diamond  necklace,  which  brought  in  contact  the  names  of  a 
profligate  cardinal,  a  noted  hitriguer,  a  courtesan,  two  common 
sharpers,  and  the  queen  of  France ! 

The  origin  of  an  event  so  fatal  to  the  fair  name  of  Mario 
Antoinette  as  woman,  and  to  her  dignity  as  queen,  lay  in 
the  enmity  she  had  long  entertained  against  the  Cardinal  de 
Rohan.  She  knew  that,  whilst  he  was  ambassador  at  Vienna, 
the  cardinal  had  opposed  her  marriiige  with  the  dauphin,  and 
she  came  to  France  greatly  irritated  against  him.  In  a  letter 
to  D'Aiguillon,  Rohan  ridiculed  the  affected  sorrow  of  Iklaria 
Theresa  for  the  partition  of  Poland.  D'Aiguillon  shewed  the 
letter  to  Madame  du  Barry ;  she  took  it  from  hun,  and,  being 
then  in  open  hostility  to  the  dauphiness,  communicated  it  to 
all  her  friends.  Marie  Antoinette  understood  that  the  letter 
had  been  originally  addressed  by  the  Cardinal  to  Miidanie  du 
Barry  herself  This  wounded  her  to  the  quick.  When  she 
became  queen,  and  the  ambassador  returned  iioiw.  Wc.'kcv.'S!!,^  ^% 
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treated  him  with  marked  diafavour.     It  was  said,  andbdiBW, 
that  there  also  existed  another  motive  for  thk  puinted  km- 
sion,  and  that  the  cardinal — a  yaiu,  handsome  mati,  noted  for 
the  profligacy  of  his  couduct — had  early  conceived  a  psMJin 
fvT  Marie  Antdinctte,  which  ahe  perceived,  and  thus  Mvere^ 
checked.     Her  c  aids  ess  nearly  drove  him  Ut  desftair.    Itnt 
in  vain  that,  with  almost  boondless  wealth  at  his  commud, 
he  could  revel  in  all  the  loxmiona  pleasures  his  im»cnipiiloa 
conscienec  so  freely  allowed ;  in  vain  that  he  belonged  to  <«» 
of  the  tirat  fantUiea  of  the  land,  and  held  the  highest  (Kgii' 
ties  of  the  Gallicitu  Church,  with  broad  lands  and  numj  bir 
revenues :  so  long  as  he  lacked  the  sunshine  of  the  quKo'i 
smiles,  and  Versailles  remained  forbidden  ground   for  luiAi 
life  was  shoni  of  all  joy  and  delight.     Ten  years  passed  «*»Ji 
and  wrought  no  change  in  this  strange  infatuatioD.     tk 
•cardinal  caught  distant  glimpses  of  the  queen,  and  hold 
gainst  aU  hope  for  the  return  of  her  favour,  whilst  ^e  rt- 
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[acUim*  (1(1  la  Mdliie  derived  considerable  sums  from  tho 
uiul  dv  HoliHii,  tbriiu^h  means  of  forged  lutti'rs,  in  wludi 
joppo  r(x|npst(«l  liini  to  o&dst  her  with  vn.ri(nis  loans  of 
(iir  urts  i>f  |>nvutu  charity.  Tlia  sutuii,  vvliidi  thti  di- 
cardiual  eagerly  for*arded,  were  all  intrusti>d  tu 
0  de  lit  Mi)tli<>,  AM  well  us  two  hmidrt'd  Irttcrs  whicli 
drciuied  to  llurto  Antoinette,  Wiieii  lii-  at  leugth  be- 
iin[mti<.'iit  for  mure  aiilwtwilial'nuirks  of  the  ijiic en's  good 
Moduiu'  de  la  MutLu  brilit-il  a  tall,  Liuidauniu  courtesan 
}ol  the  P*iaiA  ISoyal,  iianied  D'OUva,  tu  take  the  part  of  Maria  , 
wh'iiti  lihe  greiitly  reiu'inbtcd.  This  girl  wns  ciuily 
llMnuadeil  th:it  the  ijuceu  ntahi-d  her,  iu  a  frolic,  to  msiiaiiia 
Imt  chancter  in  the  gardens  t>f  Trianon,  and  cxcliango  a  few 
with  a  nubkiuiiii. 

«  dixk  eveniog  of  tho  month  of  July  17t?4,  D'OUva. 

in  white  like  the  qucim,  w&s  intnxbiced  by  Mnilnnn^ 

Malhe  into  the  (cardciu  of  TrianMti,  wlitfre,  Mcak'd  iu  a 

•iuMic<d  bower,  she  Awaited  the  npprtwch  of  the  cardinal.     Ho 

mam,  and  aank  down  at  Llt  feet  in  a  tr:ius{)Ort  uf  Joy. 

I  Bt  bad  only  ttmo,  how«rvcr,  to  take  «  rose  with  which  she 

poestcd  him,  atid  iiitcu  to  a  (ow  gntcioiis  wunU  which  fell 

BvB  her  lips,  wbeu  her  accomplices  m.ido  a  suuud  uf  a|i- 

inackitig  fontstcjts,  and  thiu  disturlted  the  interview.     The 

qae«n  rose  in  w."  '  '       t   (Janu,  and   hiwtily  retired, 

tho  owdinal  rl. .  the  brevity  of  this  meeting, 

of  intoxicatiui;  hopes  ;  fur,  iu  lu»  wiaring  wiaheit,  he 

both  to  thn  favour  of  the  queen  and  tho  love  of  tho 

Tlie  aums  which  Mudtuiio  de  la  Muthe  hud  drawn 

tho  cardinal  enabled  her  to  Hvo  in  liandsome  style,  and 

rariotis  ]>erMiiis  tliat  she  was  rualty  in  favour  witli 

Buehmer,  the  jewcUer,  besought  her  tu  pecKoade 

the  necklari' nf  ni.iirnificcnt  i'' 

.  together  ^vith  Lnfiuile  tuil  an  . 

du  iiiirty.     A  writer,  wlnii?e  ili^jitii  and  pi'iictra- 

''"■>wn  much  liijht  on  thia  doubtful  subject,  thu»  i 

es  this  qui-enly  uruauieut : — 

luw  oi  bureateeu  {dunoua  diamond^  iaiga  almost  at 


filk 
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filberts,  encirt'le,  not  tno  tightly,  the  neck  \    Lmmt, 

graceful ly  fasleued  thrice  to  these,  »  thic       A  fataa^ 

and   pendants   enough,   simple,  pear-shaped,   moltipk 
shai>ed,  Aiid  clustering  sinuqihous  eucircle  it,  enwniatiit  il  •  I 
sectmd  time.     Loosost  of  nil,  softly  flowing  round  fna  hfr- 
bind,  in  priceless  cntcuary,  rush  duvu  two  broad  tlimfoU 
ran-3,   seem  to  knot   thcmaelvcti,   round    a  veir  qaivn  "I 
diiunonds,  on  the  bosam  :*  Uien  rash  on,  again  scpiinit(d,«ii 
there  wex¥  IctigtU  in  plenty  ;  the  veiy  tasaels  of  them  wen  t 
fortune  fur  same  men,     jVnd  now,  lastly,  two  other  imipRi- 
sihlc  threefold  tvws,  also  with  their  tasaels,  will,  wh»  tttl 
uocklace  is  put  on  and  dipped,  unite  thcniselTcs  beliioii  itfkl 
a  doubly  inexpressible  sixfold  row ;  and  no  streiim  Aon,  t»-l 
get  her  or  asunder,  oTer  the  hiud-neck,  we  uuty  faacjTi  Q> 
lambent  zodiacal,  or  aurora-boro&lis  fin;."* 

This  magnificent  necklace  was  worth  1,800,000  UrrtK  Tl»l 
qneeu  had  several  times  refused  to  purchase  it,  thinking  it  I 
costly  and  profitless  an  ornament.  "  We  k.tve  mors 
seventy-fours  than  of  necklaces,"  she  once  n<^b)y  n>|tlk<l  to 
Boebiuer's  earnest  solicitations.  3tf»danie  de  U  MoIIm^  ts 
whom  be  applied,  seemed  disinclined  to  interfere  a  tfce  Bit- 
ter ,-  but  ourvlcsuly  hinted  that  the  Caittioal  dc  Rohan  n(jht 
effect  the  object  he  so  ardently  desired.  She  had  iltntif 
iiuduuated  to  the  cardinal,  that  Marie  Antoinette  toi^ad  jo- 
siouAtely  for  the  si^ilvudid  necklace,  without  daring  to  potdaat 
it  openly.  Kolian  ejigerly  offered  to  reAd«r  her  this  i 
Many  seeming  difficulties  were  msed;  but  at  laM 
d«  la  Mothe  said  she  luwl  procaml  the  consent  ot  tba  { 
and,  on  the  2Dth  of  Jauasry  I7l<3,  an  agnBoaeal  «miI 
lip  hi'twcon  tUv  CArtliiMl  de  Robm  and  Boehnicr,  lif  < 
the  Utter  j^:ive<l  t<i  tit-lirvr  up  the  uecklaea  to  the  oidjfl 
the  xuni  of  l.COO.OOO  livres.  Tias  agreement  was  taken 
Vcrsiillc*  by  Mad.\me  de  la  Mothe,  who  retviMNl  It  with 
addition,  Jyiit — i/iiri«  AtdoiaMe  dt  Fmmet,  Xehber  i 
<  r  the  court -jeWfUor  noticed  that  the  ««n! 

L^  liich  bdongiA  \o  \\\«  to^«\  faaui^  «>(  Fcaano  , 
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onlii  not  bfivc  l«on  used  bj  an  Austri.tn  princess,     Ou 

following  d*y  the  ueckloco  was  deliverwl  to  Mndninc  dc  la 

1  by  the  cardinaL     C'-igliostro,  in  whom  be  placed  great 

,  yran  consulttMl  on  tliia  occasion,  and  jirophesiol  that  this 

ur  would  cud  most  fortunately  fur  \m  eiiiiuence. 

■s  cic  In  Motlie'a  hii.sluind  in  the  mctnttmo,  took  the 
I  to  England,  and  there  parted  with  tbeni  gcfjiintcly. 
othing  wus  di»coviirc(l  until  the  first  insUlircnt  l*o«inie  due. 
atoiicy  not  being  )mid  ut   Ihu  ap]K(iiit4<d  time,  it  'vma 
by  Boehmer.     The  quwn  denied  all  knowknlgo  of 
'  neckhicc ;    an  eiiilaimtinn   ensneiJ,   and  the  matter  win 
pcjflunedlately  laid  by  Jlarie  Antoinette  before  her  huslmniL 
tho  15tb  uf  August  17  St),  which  was  als(>  Asauinplioa- 
Cardinal  de  Rohan  was  sumnioiie*!  to  the  royal  proa- 
Hi*  confused  manner  unJ  hesitaliu;;  replies  civnveved 
I  Lnttia  XVI.,  who  slmred  his  wife's  prcjudievB  against  him, 
trong  imprcs&ifin  of  bis  guilt.     Tho  ahamo  of  having  been 
)  grossly  dufted  might,  however,  have  explained  the  cardinnJ'a 
The  king  urdercd  liiin  to  be  takon  ioto  custtKly  . 
time,  neverthelesi,  to  say  a  few  words  in  (tennaa 
his  attendant,  who  hurried    to  l*aria,  and   reacbed   his 
el's  hotel  !)cfore  tho  officers  of  justice.     The  most  im- 
nt  of  tilt)  cardiuai'a  {ia(>et8,  sucli  as  his  correiipiuidence 
dc  la  Xloilie,  and  the  forged  letters  of  tho 
testaully  destroyed  by  his  toufubint,  tlic  Abb<5 
Oompao. 

The  Cardinal  de  Rtihan's  trial,  in  which  M:u!nmc  de  lu 
llotiie,  D'Oliva,  and  Cngliostio  wore  also  iniplicaled,  lasted 
nine  months,  and  crenteil  imiiicnae  scandal  The  i|ui<eu  wiia 
cd  of  being  the  accomplice  uf  Madame  de  la  Miithe,  and 
'  bftvisg  joined  in  this  intrigue  for  tho  puriKise  of  ruining 
I  cudinal;  who,  in&tead  of  U'iiig  ridicu!l^d  as  a  fi> 
(detiUed  to  llie  dignity  of  a  rii'tim  of  court  ui.i  i, 

of  M.irii*  Autoinotte'a   implacable   hatn^d.      'Mio   whole 
ey  exduliued  against  the  enormity  of  bringing  a  maa 
nikk   to  triaL     Miulaum  do  Manau,  IkQ'o^Vk.  u«»x^'^ 
to  Mil,  tilotic  bchived  luibly,  tot  iba  ^^sx^^oAMedk  Wi. 
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.-up;';- -scl  1.110  «f  ti:'.'  i:ii;.i!.i'.;is  lilwls  against  tlic  queen,  to 
vli-;ii  tiii^  V::-\:  \\;~  i.'  n  r  i\M'  kimwii. 

'I'ix-  Hi:  I  ili'i  li"!  I'lilv  LWc  li^c-  t'>  till'  mo-:t  injurious su:- 
i:ii-i.^  ;;.  ;ii,-t  Mi.iii' Aiit-iiii  !*•■.  it  iutiivted  on  in(«natcLy  a 
iliii-  'ir  1.,  iiii''...-  -;..■.:..  'rill.'  iiuivii  luiulit  be  nure  tts  siww  : 
Lilt  il.'.-  I  1'  -•-'..'  "I  r.'V^.iiy  li;,'l  l.nn  l>r-'kcn.  Tiie  (.'huro'u 
.-■.I'.Vi  ••' .1  1.1' !••  i;  <.-']\  -:!!!:  :;..-•  si-f.-tacle  of  niie  of  its  fir-t 
ili^;ii:.ii;.  ~  i.  ..  il;:^  ]:i:.,-  It'  vira  ;i  man  like  Ciidiostro,  aa'! 
;i  W'-iu  :i  r.!v.-  M.:'.  ::.;i-  \U-  la  Mi.tho.  ill  nrilcr  ti"  obtain  th'.- 
r:.',oi!-  .  r  -.ill-  1.11.1:1  I'l  r:;a.i.o.  v>'..s  a  ili>i;Mi'e  wl.ii'L  diri'ly 
;\t:'.'  ;•..•!  ti.  •  -!::■:■•  ir!i  .i'l'.^  j'r-.ity.  TIk-v  folt  that  her  onii 
;.,ii!ii  -^  -  ! '.:'.!.•..-  wi ;.  t'l.-  uriiifi.-t  i'lK'.s  of  rtlidim. 

V:  ■  !'  i.i.  i:"  :■.:  .i-.  ;u;t;i-.l  !!:■'  r;iriliual:  k-- •.  it  is  Siiid.from 
a  1'.  :!'i'  '.'.I  \:':~  ii  ii"i.  i.'f,  tiiiii  t'r.iin  a  filling  nf  animcfity 
.■i.::.ii;  :  r  ..  <;.;.■.!  (.';i  !,  ;.:i!i:i.-  tbo  iiui|uitt.>l.  Marie  An- 
t.-li.' t;.' V. .  .;  l.,:i.;ly.  li-w  ii--;.!y  mu.'-t  tlic  ci  in~i.'iou*0!'s 
III  liL-r  laidiii;  imwi-r  Lavo  eoiiie  over  her  then  (     Madame  de 
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finanml  matter  of  some  importance.  "Toll  her  majesty," 
lie  promptly  rt'iilii'd  to  the  ml•^i^engcr,  "  that  if  what  kIic  asks 
ill  diHicuIt,  it  is  already  done;  if  it  is  impossible,  it  shaU  be 
done."  Thus  encouraguil,  the  quocn,  notwithstanding  the 
impoverishod  state  of  the  finances,  purchased  the  magnificent 
tieat  of  tSaint  Cloud  from  the  Duke  of  Orleans  :  a  step  which 
'was  much  censured.  Ere  long,  however,  she  became  dissatis- 
fied with  Calonnc :  her  pride  was  wounded  at  the  undue 
ascendancy  the  Polignacs  sought  to  exercise  over  her.  She 
perceived  too  late  the  difference  between  a  favourite  and  a 
friend.  She  was  also  hurt  to  see  that  Madame  dc  Polignac 
became  cordial  or  distant  in  her  behaviour  according  to  the 
faronrs  granted  or  refused  to  her  friends.  If  she  li)ved  her 
(till,  it  was  because  she  knew  her  nature  to  be  pure  and  good ; 
but  the  charm  of  her  intercourse  hiid  vanished.  The  extra- 
vagance of  Calonne  at  length  compelled  him  to  retire  from 
office  :  he  left  the  finances  in  a  deplorable  condition.  It  was 
generally  expected  that  Ncckcr  would  be  recallecl ;  but  such 
was  not  the  case.  The  queen  once  more  yielded  to  the  fatal 
advice  of  a  favourite,  and  her  old  jireceptor,  the  Abbe  de 
Vermond,  mainly  contributed  to  the  appointment  of  Brienne, 
Archbishop  of  Sens. 

M.  de  Sens,  as  he  was  generally  called,  according  to  the 
custom  which  designated  an  ecclesiastical  dignitary  by  the 
luime  of  his  see,  was  a  tall,  handsome  man,  of  stately  presence 
and  courtly  maimers,  beneath  which  he  veiled  a  spirit  of  un- 
conquerable ambition  and  pride.  His  conduct  was  di.ssolute ; 
his  religious  principles  verged  on  atheism.  lie  had  urged 
Louis  XVI.  to  check  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  j)ersecute 
the  Protestants.  lie  was  a  great  friend  of  the  philo-sophers 
whilst  still  Archbishop  of  Toulouse,  and  frequented  the  even- 
ing jiarties  of  Mcidemoiselle  de  Lesjiinasse  and  the  suppers  of 
Madame  du  DeffaniL  AVlien  Madenioi.sellc  de  I^espiniusse 
died,  she  left  him,  as  a  proof  of  her  friendship,  a  few  trillinj; 
debts  to  pay.  The  popularity  of  the  Archbibhop  of  Sens  wits 
considerable  with  the  women  of  his  time,  a\\<V\ife  a.N«c\«.W\>s^- 
telioi  it  with  inSnite  address.     Has  AjtoWiw,  ^\.  dft  ■^■cveccfts^N 
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bad  married  &  wealthy  hciross,  on  whose  rich  liowry,  ud  tiM 
arclibislioij's  ecdcsiiistical  reTenuea,  they  lived  with  grtat  itits 
and  8i>leiidour  la  the  handsome  castle  of  Brienne.  AO  tk 
luxurica  of  art  and  wealth  abounded  in  this  01'  '■■* 

deoce.     Brictme  waa  thronged  with  Tisitors  ;  m  'a, 

and  the  most  beautiful  women  of  the  day,  hast<>nfd  to  MJoy 
the  delights  of  a  place  where  balls,  comedies,  and  erca  nrf 
lectures  on  natural  (thilosopliy,  were  daily  jtn;i«ir«l  for  tbar 
(unuacniuut.  Those  persons  who  had  been  so  fortunate  u  to 
receive  an  invitation,  aod  to  spend  a  few  days  at  ihii  laiif 
pnlace,  spoke  of  it  with  euthusiaam,  and  spread  everywhtre 
the  renown  of  the  |wlite  archbishop,  llnrie  Auloinottis,  «ith 
her  usual  frivolousncss,  concluded  that  the  objwt  of  tlu< 
general  approbation  must  necessarily  be  cnjmble  of  gpvcniiiij 
llie  state,  and  yielded  to  him  her  share  of  influence. 

The  Archbishop  of  Sens  immediately  assumed  the  impcnoot 
tone  of  a  second  Eichetieii.  His  measures  proTcd  ahndatM 
obnoxious  to  the  nobles,  as  to  the  people.  S^reral  womtD, 
inliucnced  by  motires  of  private  piqne,  withdrew  their  sop- 
jjorl  from  him,  and  contributed  to  his  itnpopnlarity,  Amuugst 
these  was  Mudiunc  de  Coigny,  noted  for  her  be«uty,  hai^ 
voice,  and  caustic  wjt.  So  great  was  her  power,  that  JLiric 
Antoinette  somewhat  jealously  stud,  *'  I  am  only  ijuettU  of 
Versailles ;  Madame  de  Coigny  is  queen  of  Paris,"  TUi 
lady  had  spent  some  time  at  Brienne,  and  gin  <i  U» 

act  a  conspicuons  part  in  one  of  the  plays  pcii'  r  the 

amusement  of  the  guests.     Her  disagreeable  voioo  indaccd 
tho  an-hbishop  to  evade  the  request     She  never  forgat*  Mm, 
and  became  his  professed  enemy.     After  a  series  of  mttttana 
which  only  proved  his  total  incapacity  for  affair*,  the  arth'J 
bishop  ended  by  convoking  the  States-CJeneral  (6th  of  Au^astffl 
1788)  and  retiring  from  the  minbtry.     Few  men  1:1  office  had 
rendered  themselves  so  heartily  detested  ;  yet  the  queen, 
her  iisnal  haughtiness  and  imprudence,  affected  to  Ircut 
with  more  favour  thnn  ever.  Yielding  to  her  earnest  eiitr 
XVI.  solicited  and  obtained  from  the  Paiw  1 
ur  the  discarded  minister;  tu  whom  Miuie  AnloinoUg 
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bur  jMrtraJt,  and  atldreswed  sovoral  letters  expreasiro  of 
ieiidBlup  and  C4jte«in.     TLeae  letters  were  subsequently 

iu  17^!',  will  did  the  queen  infinite  injury.     They 
I  tu  Hbew  Low  oi)po8ed  she  was  to  the  spirit  of  reftirm, 
l&d  loil  many  to  Ijclieve  that  her  fatal  influence  migUt  causo 
»er  wiittk  Lu-iband  to  sliiire  in  those  feelings. 
Aft«r  the  dismissftl  of  tlie  urehbL'iliop,  Neeker  was  recalled, 
ibrity  hud  ajnsiilembly  incresised  since  178i.     The 
t)f  his  system,  wliich  consisted  ia  reforming  the 
Otcnud  condition  of  Fninee  by  the  administrutiou  suited  to  a 
I'rivute  household,  or  to  a  banking-hnuse,  was  not  so  foviiibly 
it-lt  flicn  as  iMW,  when  natioua  httve  piissed  through  the  bitter 
i«  of  reviilutiona.     lILi  extraordiniiry  jKjjiularity  was 
^ht  when  he  entered  ou  the  duties  of  hia  second 
y,  as  the  recognised  advocate  of  the  liberal  principles 
,  Belated  the  whole  uf  French  society, 
power  of  Neeker  waa  considerably  strengthened  by  the 
Duenco  wlilch  his  diiiightcr  waa  beginning  to  acquire  as 
Madame  de  Staiil.     In  178G,  Geruifiiue  Neeker,  who  was  then 
in  her  twentieth  year,  ninrried  the   Baron  of  Stael-IItjlatein, 
Bniba.s:>ndor  of  Sweden  at  the  French  court.     He  wsia  a  hand- 
Home,  commoinilaoc  intin,  considerably  older  tlian  her,  but  his 
laulc,  high  birth,  and  Protestant  faith,  recommended  him  to 
Iter  parents.     Germaine   Neeker,  seeing  how  ardently  they 
deHircd  tliis  union,  married  31.  de  Stael  from  feelings  i>f  duty. 
Shortly  after  her  marriage  the  new  ambassmhrcsd  was  jire- 
at  euurt.     Her  literary  celebrity  caused  her  appearance 
to  excito  a  good  deal  of  attention.     It  was  noticed,  aa 
ittruordinary  circumstance,  that  she  missed  one  of  her 
tc«ie«,  arul  that  the  trimming  of  her  dress  wiis  luirtly  uii- 
ed.     A  few  days  afterwards,  slie  paid  a  visit  to  tho 
bcas  of  r<dignac,  and  forgot  her  cap  in  her  corriage  :  she 
I  in  consequence  stigmatised  as  a  very  strange,  eccentric 


extmopdiaary  genius  of  Madame  de  Stael  was  already 
'  rBcrigni.seiL    The  Count  of  Guibert,  the  pitiless  lover  of 

de  Lesplnasae,  was  ono  of  her  mo&t  m'^assLnT^a^J 


.tUk 


HiJM.ViS  l.N  fKAXCE. 


Juiirers,  and  ih\K  i>ortr»ycd  lier,  aud«r  the  n  '  "Tm 

-"  Zuliiie  i<4  only  twenty  years  of  age,  and  .-i.  .■  l^ 

most  celebrated  priestess  of  Apoilo.     Her  incecae  «  to  bim 
tlie  most  welcdme  :  Ler  hytaiia  arc  those  he  prizes  \xA  ,  ■  ■ 
Her  large  dark  eyes  sfiarkle  i.vith  genius  ;  Iter  ebon  hiirfitk  ^ 
in  wn-^-iiig  tuclcs  on  lier  shouldcrii     Her  tekXam  ut  nnt| 
diuracteristic  thau  delicate,  and  bear  the  improsi  of  * ) 
destiny  than  that  which  usually  {ails  to  th*:  lot  of  ha  to.' 

Viiuiig  and  strikiug  iti  nsjjcct,    if  not   bwiutiftjl, — ^tkmgi  ] 
many  fuund  beauty  in  hc-r  inttllL'utuid  L-oiiuteriancc,lil  ujilyi  I 
lcK)k  in  which  beamed  nil  the  inspiration  she  nftcrwanli  ir 
cribed  to  her  iraaginaiy  Curiune, — 3Iiuiame  de  Stat'l  vnu  &» 
tined  to  eserdje  a  more  tlinn  c>ramon  power.     Sb«  caow  it 
the  time  most  fit  for  the  purl  she  took.     Her  i      ' 
energy  would  have  been  supertiuoua  ia  the  frivolm. 
which  her  youth  beheld  the  last  traces,  but  they  euitrd  well 
the  stormy  times  on  which  France  was  eaterinj;.     Her  mik 
and  origin  were  likewise  in  her  favour  ;  the  nobly  bom  ooulil 
gociiite  freely  with  the  Swedish  ambassadress  ;  tbo  lih«nl* 
»w  in  her  the  daiighterof  the  popular  miniiitcr.  Necker.    But 
her  genius,  and  its  irresistible  fosctmitions,  were  argnm 
more  powerful  atilL     Ere  lung,  the  mu^t  eniiueot  men  oi  '.L- 
day  eagerly  gathered  around  a  woman  whose  kdminlila  mi 
enthusiastic  iuproTLiatiotis  on  political  and  literary 
held  them  all  epell-bouud.     Thia  dii<iiky  has  been  c«d 
luifeni  initio  in  Madame  de  Btael ;  but  it  was  always  rcdtemed, 
in  the  opinion  of  those  who  knew  and  heard  her,  bj"  btmg  *» 
perfectly  unaffected  and  genuine.     It  was  a  great  nnii  |lod- 
cms  gift  freely  exercised  :  eloquence  was  a  part  of  htar  hciog ; 
to  divest  herself  of  it  would  hiVe  been  im|K>8sib]<.     IL  i» 
Narbnnne,  TallejTimd,  the   old    Duchess  of  Qnunmont,  Li 
Fayette,  Sti!ye*,  Mfuiame  de  Lauzun,  the  Prinocsa  uf  Batnnib 
Madame  de  Polx,  Vcrguiaud,  ami  most  of  the  men  vim  afu 
wards  becnrac  the  Girouilins,  Madame  do  Caij^j.  then 
hiistllify  with  the  queen,  succcswrcly  appeared  in 
iitjj-nxim.  and  acknowledged  the  power  of  lier  i 
nius.     Tn  vain  tlid  M:ulame  de  Oculls  ridicule  Imt  i 
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I  ini!  hex  vrorka,  nnd  appeal  to  the  praises  of  BiiSbii  as 
(loflit-r  iiwii  BUittriority  ;  it  was  (nit,  aliuost  by  iiituhioi 
1  no  oijiipftvisfiri  coulil  exist  betwet-u  these  two  wtanen,  di- 
tas  tliey  wc>re  by  the  wide  boundary  whiet  distiiiguiabos 
I  from  talent 
Only  one  womiui  sueuied  likely  to  share  the  power  of 
.■ind  she  owed  this  a|c])arc'iit  e(]ualjty,  not 
r  actjiiireuieuts,  tlioiigh  they  were  of  no  mi 
ant,  Imi  tc>  her  beauty,   iwsition,   and  political  prindph 

I  lady  was  Si'']>hio  dc  (Jrouchy,  Marchioness  of  Condoi 
«m  hi  1705,  a  year  befure  the  daughter  of  Necker,  and  mar- 
Ice  her,  ill  17)SC.     Madame  de  Condorcet  was  a  woman 
ring  and  independent  turn  of  mind,  fall  of  talent, 
)  fiXciuLiitdy  Wautifal  as  M-idome  de  StacI  was  eloqui 
V  bud  then,  as  it  has  ever,  a  deep  and  wimiiiig  e! 
;ts  own.     Mtidriine  de  Stael  was  painfully  consci 
I  her  ptTBOXiai  deficiencies,  and  often  declared  that  she  would 
^nt  lirdf  her  gemiu  to  be  :is  luuidsome  as  Madame  de  Simiai 
kkily  noted  for  the  iioverty  of  her  intellect  and  the  iucoi 
^!t  of  her  face  and  persoa     Notwithstandil 
i;ime  de  Condorcet  could  not  have  stniggl 
Insit  the  gfiiius  of  Madame  de  Stael,  had  thoy  been  riv; 
Dt  Bach  was  not  the  cane.     Their  poUtical  principles,  if  ni 
4i<nticAl,  had  the  sume  tendency  towards  (reedoni.     Mitdama 
'  Toudorcet  had  derived  from  lier  husband  all  the  philoi 

:  and  dctnocratu:  jinncipies  which  diatingiushed  the 
j[tl«  cf  Voltaire  and  the  friend  of  Turgot     lakw  Jiim,  she 
lia»Uc  in  the  liberal  'jause,  and  favoured  with  all 
'the  proyrfjs  of  the  rising  revolution.     She  received  tl 
Brml  ark'ut  pliilnsophcirh  and  politicians  of  the  day  ;  and  the 
&tion»  which  wttB  held  at  her  house  were  noted  f< 
ore  and  »bHtract  nature.     Condorcet  waa  a  mau 
rientific  '  his  wife  shared  all  Ida  tastes, 

him  in';  ly  portion  of  hia  labours.     Notvvii 

buMliug  this  (dmilarity  of  feeling,  they  presented  externally 
untraht.     Condorcet,  middle-aged,  grave, 
I  biiruiug  enthusiaiam  bctita.l\i  VYiia  w&nv 
V 
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]ioct,  and  bad  been  chanusterised  hy  lyAlemWt,  vbo 
liim  wcU,  as  a  volcano  covered  inth  snow.  MwUiwi  di 
dorcct,  on  the  contrary,  yonng,  beantifal,  lod  eie 
abandoned  herself  xrithout  reserve  to  her  politieal  piqi 
and  to  every  passion  of  the  moment.  The  society  nU 
at  her  house  had  all  the  characteristics  of  tlie  timca  ( 
eve  of  a  revolution,  fiill  of  hope,  energy,  and  daring  tli 
it  cast  away,  with  proud  disdain,  the  elegant  fiivak 
which  had  distinguished  it  so  long.  Independence  of  € 
and  manner,  ardent  discussions,  and  often  fiital  qnaiR 
rc]>laced  the  luvc  intrigues  and  paerile  amnsemoita  of 
which  was  never  more  to  retnm. 

The  extreme  activity  which  pervaded  society  dim 
last  days  of  monarchy  proved  very  fatal  to  the  con 
espvciiklly  to  Marie  Antoinette.  Instead  of  condliati 
influential  women  of  the  day,  she  seemed  determined  t 
ate  tbem   Jiom  her  i:anae.     She   had  oouceived  a 
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T  more  graciously  received  Madame  de  Canisy,  the  niece  ot 
le  dismissed  Archbishop  of  Sens,  than  the  daughter  of  the 
■called  mimater.  It  was  impossible  to  know  Marie  Antoi- 
stte,  and  not  to  feel  such  conduct  to  be  intentional ;  and  as 
npossible  not  to  resent  the  slight,  which,  when  she  pleased, 
le  haughty  queen  could  so  well  convey  with  one  disdainful 
lince. 

It  was  more  than  imprudence  in  Marie  Antoinette  to  act 
las:  it  was  pure  folly.  She  could  not  but  perceive  that  shu 
*d  lost  both  the  affection  and  the  esteem  of  the  nation.  "  The 
Liutrian  woman"  was  the  gentlest  epithet  applied  to  her 
uw.  The  Assembly  of  the  Notables,  convoked  by  Calonne, 
bewed  her  that  she  had  nothing  to  expect  but  reproach  and 
malt  from  the  first  orders  of  the  state.  That  these  feelings 
'ere  shared  by  the  pet^le,  she  could  not  doubt.  Beyond  the 
arrow  circle  of  the  Polignac  coterie,  she  met  everywhere  with 
Joomy*and  estranged  looks.  When  she  walked  in  the  gardens 
f  Saint  Cloud,  the  very  children  followed  and  insulted  her. 
Lilusiuns  against  her  were  eagerly  seized  in  every  theatre; 
ud  the  Ueutenant  of  i)(>lice  had  to  beg  that  she  would  no 
Migcr  come  to  Paris,  as  he  could  not  answer  for  the  conse- 
nences  of  her  presence.  Every  class  seemed  bent  (m  ascril)- 
^  to  her  the  misery  of  the  nation  :  the  nobles  calumniated 
er— the  peojJe  called  her  Madame  Deficit. 

Marie  Antoinette  bore  all  in  haughty  silence ;  but  eveiy 
Bnlt,  every  proof  of  hatred  she  received,  sank  deeply  in  her 
^>1  Iler  beauty,  once  so  fresh  and  dazzling,  gradually 
•ded  away ;  her  cheek  became  pale  and  thin ;  her  eyes  grew 
in  with  weeping,  and  with  nights  of  anxious  vigils.  Tlio 
»nny  smile,  wliich  liad  lent  so  great  a  charm  to  her  expressive 
''untoiuince,  visited  it  no  more.  ■  If  she  saw  not  yet  the  terrible 
iture,  she  was  haunted  with  the  shadow  of  dark,  foreboding 
loughts ;  and  a  secret  terror  filled  her  heart  whenever  she 
sked  herself  what  fate  awaited  her,  her  husband,  and  her 
''iJdren?  Through  every  fear  and  trial,  she  maintained, 
(Wever,  a  bearing  more  composed,  and  more  truly  royal, 
>4D  that  which  had  marked  the  days  o£  ^et  8^\«itvdc\.^  ^xv>v 
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lj«rit  J.  But  ihiiugh  she  hsd  the  beroioi)  which  bnvM,  Unit  | 
Antoinette  lacked  tlie  (iruilcnce  which  wunls  tiff  eril.  K«i 
Huflering,  no  dtiuger,  could  subdue  her  vrilful  uatutv.  i3x 
Dtraggled,  evcu  untu  follj',  again.<>t  the  tide  of  popolsr  feelii^;  I 
and  het  euemiea  read  liiir  features  well  when  they  ledd,  tbil  j 
through  aU  their  traces  of  sorrow,  they  still  bore  the  imptMBofl 
uMcoiii4U(.Ted  ]iridc.  8he  waited  ber  fate  undismayed  :  olri 
ivgniii^t  ft  uatiDi). 


PEEIOD  THE  FOURTE 


THE  REVOLUTION. 


CHAPTER  I. 

THE  REVOLUTION  AITO  HAIOE  ANTOINETTE. 

convocation  of  the  States-General — rendered  imperative 

e  deplorable  condition  of  the  country — was,  in  itself  the 

1  of  a  revolution.     Louis  XVL  welcomed  this  important 

with  a  feeling  of  relief,  and  fondly  thought  the  burden 

^alty  over.    Marie  Antoinette,  more  clear-sighted  than  her 

jid,  and  far  more  jealous  than  he  was  of  the  privileges 

)Ower  of  royal  rank,  learned,  with  an  unusual  degree  of  ?.; 

ion,  that  the  convocation  was  grant<;d     On  the  evening  -i 

at  eventful  day,  she  was  standing  in  the  recess  of  a  win-  ;! 

with  her  face  turned  towards  the  gardens  of  Versailles.  !:■ 

;hef  de  goblet  had  brought  her  a  cup  of  coffee,  which  S, 

ipped  abstractedly ;   her  bearing  was  thoughtful  and  >.!• 

She  beckoned  Madame  Campan  to  approach,  and  ob- 
1  to  her :  "  Grand  Dieu  !  what  a  piece  of  news  will  bo  V 

public  to-day!    The  king  grants  the  Statcs-GeneraL"  -j 

aised  her  eyes  to  heaven  with  evident  emotion,  and  con-  \ 

1  dwelling  on  the  subject     She  seemed  to  consider  this  ^) 

IS  the  forerunner  of  great  calamities  for  monarchy  and  V, 

e,  and  bitterly  exclaimed  against  the  intrigues  of  the  par-  i'- 

;it  and  the  nobility,  which  had  reduced  tlie  king  to  this 
us  course. 

t,  deeply  as  she  still  resented  the  conduct  of  an  aristoc- 
vho  had  both  insulted  and  caluniniated  her,  the  queen,  .'.■ 

thelcss,  sided  with  that  body  in  their  strugde  agauist  '.'• 

coplu.     If  anything  could  increase  her  unpopularity,  it  i^ 

his.     From  the  opening  of  tlie  States,  the  name  of  "  the 
ian  woman"  became  identified  with  falling  despotism.  > 

jr  hated  power  every  obnoxious  aud  o^^tcsawft  vs«5ys,\«vi 
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waa  ascribed  :  often  with  justice ;  for  gentleness  »nti  md 
lion  in  opposing  her  enemies  ranked  not  amongst  the  qsniiliM 
of  Marie  Antoinette. 

On  the  4th  of  May  1789,  the  three  orders  proc«yled  wiA 
soleoui  pomp  to  the  church  of  Notre  Dftme.  The  pinwiiti 
was  magnificent  in  tlio  extreme.  .  The  nobles  «nd  the  6ug 
wen  oppareUed  with  aU  the  si)lendouT  of  old  feudai  dipiif ; 
but  the  commoners,  in  their  severe  and  simple  costume,  i»- 
prea«iiti>d  the  reality  of  i>ower.  Tbe  queen  was  tplciiiMf 
and  royally  attired  for  tliis  ocoision  ;  she  was  reoeitiid  with 
ominous  silence  ;  the  only  sounds  that  greeted  hor  ttn,  ww 
cries  of  "  Long  live  the  Duke  of  Orleans ! "  She  frit  *a  dofiy 
iiffected  by  this  premeditated  insult,  that  sin  'I 

away.     The  thought  of  having  thus  betrayed  hi ■"-*  i 

nuiklod  more  in  her  proud  heart  than  the  iifTnmt  iUtelL    ~ 
opening  of  the  States  wna  hailfd  with  dilT 
VM10U8  classes  of  the  nnlion  ;  hope  was,  li 

mood.  The  daughter  of  Neckcr,  and  the  wile  of  tli^ 
lltiiiister  Montmoriu,  beheld  together  the  procession  fraia  i 
gtdlery.  Madame  de  StaSl  wns  full  of  hi>t>e  and  joy,  bat  I 
companion  clicokod  Llt  transports.  "  You  are  wnin^" 
she,  "  to  rejoice  ;  this  event  forebodes  much  misery  t«  Fn 
and  to  onrselv^."  The  words  were  prophetic  :  the  hwlaad 
of  M:ulftnve  de  Montmorin  was  niassacrtd  in  the  prison*  «• 
the  3d  of  September ;  she  herself  suffered  on  the  Ka&U 
with  one  of  her  sous ;  another  waa  dro'wiied ;  h«r  dila* 
daughter  piTished  in  prison ;  and  the  youngest,  tuiaUe 
rive  sueh  ntisfortunes,  died  of  a  bn>kcu  heart ! 
With  the  St.itefs-Gtneral  Iwir^ii  thftt  long  rcvolntion 
struggle  which  bittiight  on  the  f.ill  of  moniurhy  ;  but  wil 
dill  not  end  until,  weary  of  her  ovni  ezceesea,  France  *i  1 
redgned  herself  to  the  despotism  of  Naiwvlcna  In  thi« 
test,  of  which  she  became  one  of  the  most  uuhsppr  and  i 
trious  nctinis,  Marie  Antoinette  tiwk  an  active  juut,  until  tM^ 
JjPth  of  August  171)3,  During  those  three  years,  the  rcckk^ 
sition  of  the  queen,  and  the  overwhebuing  fore*  < 
aces,  made  ter  6c«k  ^.\^e  «Miua»c»  vA  ito^wx.  Vi-'ivrs  ■ 
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the  vxin  hope  cif  checking  tlio  rerolntion,  oiid  wlieii 
was  eridently  iiupostdble,  for  the  dusporote  ueceatdty  of 
At  lcn«t,  a  IcmjKtnuy  respite     Wlicniivcr  slic  wns 
cxitosed  tu  iliuigiT,  Marie  Aiituinettu  sLevvwl  hefuclf 
*roic  And  feafiess  cJaugliti<r  of  Marin  Therca«  ;  but  in  her 
ciinduct  there  wiw  nuitiicr  buroigin   nor  grcAtueis. 
opposed  til*  revolution  vehemently  aud  blindly,  and  witli- 
t<>  work  the  sftJviiiion  '  ■  luiy 

I  >f  conduct,     liy  men?  nil  >  ,  4U0 

^lod  to  couquer  a  revolution  irhich  tbt?  n)(u<tcr  genius  of  a 
MinLcan  nflcrtrards  vaiuly  sought  to  subdue.  Wlicn  events, 
too  agniiicfHit  U>  b«j  misiiiidcrstoinl.  Mbcvved  hi-r  the  [Kiwerlew. 
of  :~^,  the  ([uo-n  liad  imt  the  mn^niftiiiraity  U* 

..  :  uijucred,  aud  to  yiibl  fniukly  to  the  revolu- 
tkm  iihc  ooulil  not  control.  Too  hmighty  and  noblo-mindcd, 
hement,  to  ittKip  to  a>iici]!iit(>  ilnma  Vk'ltDtn  ahe  hated,  ghe 
•dopUd  the  [xfti'^y  that  niigbt  have  enabled  her  fonuerly  tt> 
hJBo  court  intrigues  ;  she  bribwl  a,  few  of  lier  ojiiMmciiti,  for- 
Rrttiii^  that  her  real  eiieiuy  was  tlie  nattou.  Shu  couiiidorcd 
Ik  revi'ltition  na  the  amliitious  stnigi<lo  of  a  few  lieiullang 
it  was  the  awakening  of  a  lons;-o|)j)rvnted  pcoplp  ; 
Ui  chock,  not  to  guide  it»  course.  The  uarrow- 
Buaded  ottcriu  who  had  urgtsd  her  to  the  mistaken  policy  of 
»oou  abandoned  her  and  Louis  XVL  to  Uieir  <lc». 
by  their  intrigues  at  foreign  courts,  cxiwjwratetl  the 
lo  nation  at;;un!tt  its  sovereigtu. 

Antoinotlo  began  her  imprudent  course  by  opjwsjng 
Uieti  at  tliu  height  of  his  jM)wer.  The  court  party 
Lim,  us  the  represi-ntativo  of  liberal  idt'iis  anri  the 
Cnmuil*  of  the  people  TIte  people  know  this  well  \Vhtn 
Steka  m*  attacked,  they  fell  against  vhum  the  blow  wan 
dnvetad ;  lod  they  re>^ontcd  the  insult  by  deeds  of  wild 
violenn,  whkh  stained  the  pure  cause  of  liberty,  The  coer- 
ehne  rotaiurcs  whieh  the  tjuueu  ami  hor  advlnera  todurwl  thn 
kti^  to  Mlopt,  nu  the  2'Md  of  June  1781',  caused  Necker  to 
■ad  in  liia  n-^lgnatioii.  On  the  2'tth,  a  deputation  from,  thft 
mtMifr  waiud  00  the  king,  the  priuctu,  au&  Cbs  v^««»v,  \&. 
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ler  to  tliank  them  for  their  support.  Haric  AM'-tp-^' 
^Ttcaved  thcni  very  graciously,  and  sheiring  them  the  ii»4- 
phiii,  whdin  she  held  in  her  aroi^  told  ibc  dcputie*  tlu!  tie 
gave  him  to  the  nobility,  and  voakl  teach  him  la 
that  illustrious  body  aa  the  finneit  eappart  of  Iha 
fiat  so  Atrong  "was  the  popular  feeliing  ifgainst  those  otmuMi 
measuieii,  that,  on  the  Terj  same  day,  Marie  \'t^^*^  m 
compiled  to  send  fur  Necker,  beseeching  him  to  itsBM  is 
ofSce  aad  allay  the  exciteioent :  she  promised,  st  tin  ■■> 
time,  that  his  advice  only  ahonld  be  followed  in  futms.  Ihi 
qaeea  soon  broke  her  word.  She  was  not  ioiODcere,  htt  br 
inconstancy  often  nuide  her  appear  such.  Weaknoi  fn- 
dncetl  a  idmilar  effect  iti  her  husband  Yielding  to  ka 
advisers,  she  perauoded  the  king  not  to  grant  any  iMkc 
concessions  to  the  popular  party.  One  of  her  ouMt  pinl 
historiaus*  confesses  that  the  troope  which  were  gndniDf 
ooncentmtcd  around  the  assembly,  in  order,  uo  dan!bt,lsa- 
timidate  it  luto  cunspU&nce,  were  sunmiooL-d  th«ra  fay  tti 
idng,  in  puisnance  with  his  wife's  energetic  refirMooUfika^ 
These  mea.surcs  were  foUitwed  by  the  sudden  ili  imiMl  tt 
Keeker  on  tbe  11th  of  July.  With  a.  strange  mixtan  if 
weakness  and  audacity,  the  court  party,  thonj:h  thni  Urat 
the  uiUion  by  discarding  its  favourite  nmuster,  did  not  dan  V> 
commit  thi«  act  openly. 

The  king  made  Necker  prtiimje  that  he  wonli  leave  rnmn 
instantly,  and  without  mentioning  his  departure  to  aiiy  >ine. 
Xecker  obc^'ed.  He  dined  as  usual  with  his  fiunity  »< 
frieuda,  and  talked  with  Im  customary  cheerfnlneaa :  nu  va> 
biid  the  least  suspicion  of  the  tratk  After  dinn**  h«  cm- 
municated  the  matter  to  his  wife. 

carriaBe.  apjiorently  in  order  to  takt  _i         _,    _,  ; .,;  :. 

soon  bitdo  the  co^-hniati  alter  bis  course,  and,  having  pmcnrai 

proper  conveyance,  left  the  kingdom  with  tiM  ntmott  (pes' 
nd  secrecy.     His  departure  was  not  koawn  even  to  MsdaiM 
de  StAi'l  until  the  following  dny.     Tlie  cootinaed  pocriof  ia 
,  of   troops  aiuwid  Vena^va,  sxA  \^  ^i«»«WMl   td  Ntektr, 
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created  a  profound  sensation  in  Paris.  The  town  was  soon  in 
a  ferment ;  conflicts  with  the  soldiery  took  place ;  the  whole 
people  rose  to  arms ;  the  Bastile  was  stormed  and  compelled 
to  surrender  on  the  14th  of  July,  and  thus,  three  days  after 
the  attempted  court  reaction,  a  serious  revolution  had  been 
accomplished.  The  king  was  compelled  to  yield  to  the  tide  of 
popular  fcchng :  on  the  15th,  he  proceeded  to  the  assembly, 
made  concessions,  and  was  led  back  in  trium])h  'to  his  {lalace. 
In  compliance  with  the  wish  of  the  crowd,  he  appeared  on  a 
balcony  with  his  wife  and  children.  Marie  Antoinette  held 
the  dauphin  in  her  arms  and  embraced  him,  amid  repeated 
cheers.  A  revolution,  illegal  in  form  and  just  in  its  object, 
which  was  the  triumph  of  the  majority  over  the  will  of  the 
few,  was  thus  sanctioned  by  royalty  itself.  But  mother  on 
the  side  of  the  court,  nor  on  that  of  the  jKsople,  was  the  re- 
conciliation sincere.  Threats  ngauist  Marie  Antoinette  and 
Madame  de  Polignac  wore  uttered  amidst  the  loud  acclama- 
tions of  the  crowd,  and  the  demagogue,  Saint- Huruge,  was 
heard  menacing  the  throne  under  the  windows  of  the  roj-al 
palace. 

Marie  Antoinette  knew  well  the  danger  of  the  crisLn,  and 
besought  Madame  de  Polignac  and  her  rcktives  to  leave  the 
kingdom.  They  immedi.itely  emigrated,  with  the  princes  of 
Conde  and  the  Count  of  Artob.  The  departure  of  Madame  de 
I'olign.ic  deeply  affected  the  queen  ;  she  forgot  their  political 
diif«:n.'nc'es,  and  onl}'  felt  that  the  woman  she  had  once  loved 
pxssidnatcly,  and  to  whom  she  still  felt  wannly  attached,  was 
leaving  her,  probably  for  ever.  Their  la-st  interview  was  sad 
and  affecting :  with  dark  forebodings,  and  unavailing  tears, 
they  parted — to  meet  no  more  on  earth.  On  suliswiueiitly 
Iteming  the  death  of  her  royal  mi.strcss,  the  e.\-favourite  died 
rtf  grief.  So  much  was  the  name  of  iladanie  do  Polignac 
di'ttsted,  that  she  was  comi>elled  to  leave  Krauce  disguised  .is 
a  fenime  de  chambre.  On  passing  through  the  town  of  Sens, 
»he  was  stopi)ed  with  her  friends  by  an  excited  cn>wd,  wlio 
c-igerly  asked  if  France  had  yet  got  rid  of  t\\e  \VA\2^\sv<»,  Twt 
travellers  rvplk-d  La  the  jiffiruiative,  and  wctc  aSiowevSi  Vw  yvw 
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c«e(L  At  B&Ie,  Madame  de  Poligtur  nei  Xecker,  «1m>  m 
]imc<>ciiing  to  Coppet,  Frnm  the  fo^tiv*  fiiTomite,  fka  a- 
iled  miuiiilcr  karned  the  atonn  his  twtMniwnl  Lad  aumi 
Thojr  were  still  spealditg  of  them  •traoge  emitfl  vhw  5«dHr 
mccived  two  letters;  ane  from  tht  monarrh,  «ad  the  etbv 
from  the  aascinblj;  both  recalling  hha  to  lib  po«t  H* 
€)lii'yo(i,  and  his  return  lUrough  France  waa  aoe  Umg  wait  d 
triumjih.  When  be  Tvuchcd  Paris,  and  ynaeoud  binarif  il 
tli<^  fliMcl  dc  Villc,  he  was  received  -nrith  frrvcat  (Dthnata. 
It  waft  iudeed,  "  one  highest  culminating  dsr,  with  iafluatd 
viniU,  witli  wife  and  daughter  kacelinie  jmbliclj  to  kiai  tb 
h.'uul."*  It  lit  cusy  to  imagine  with  «hat  heartfelt  {nil* 
Mniiamo  Nrckcr  luid  Jlaiiame  de  Staifl  thus  ^ablidjr  l«J 
liomiiji^rito  the  ubject  of  tbeix  common  idulatiy.  Ovtrpavtinl 
wHb  joy  at  hor  father's  triumph,  lUdame  de  8tai3  fsBtii 
uway. 

Whilxt  thi'  ))cii]ilc  and  their  minister  Uiiu  triiimgihed,  da 
court  [larty  was  tilled  with  dismay.  On  the  1 7th  of  July  the 
king  reoi  lived  to  go  to  Pari^  in  order  to  allay  the  popolar 

icitciiH'Ut.     Tlic  i|nccn,  although  a  prey  to  '! 

pprcltrii.^tons,  rcstmined  her  tears  as  she  saw 
aliut  herwlf  up  with  her  faniUy  in  her  private  ajiartmenu 
She  Mfiit  fur  annic  of  the  persons  attached  to  her  court :  (I'lt, 
Kc'iii'd  witli  a  Kudik'ii  terror,  they  bid  all  Std  from  Vervii!  •• 
A  Hilcnro,  decj)  and  ouiinoua  like  that  of  death,  now  filled  tLo 
ilcnerlfd  palace  J  where,  with  slniiniu;;  ear  and  b<Atliig  heuti 
Marie  Aiitt)inctto  awaited  the  arriv«l  of  the  cnnricns  wh 
every  hour  brought  her  news  from  her  husband,  an  ' 
to  her  the  cvont«  of  hin  journey.     Bo  little  did  ^'u  rj 

bin  ri'timi  that,  in  ca:ie  he  should— a«  ahe  fully  i.'X|»pi!ted — b 
detained,  she  had  (irepared  an  addrcas  for  the  Nutiuual 
aombly,  thntwiiig  herself  and  her  eliildrcn  on  its  j)rot«tini 
luid  Ijeseet-liiug,  above  all  things,  to  ho  alluwcd  i  i«l 

Her  joy  on  his  safe  return  from  Taris  wan  n 
even   ill   that   ruoment    uf   fclinity  woundwl  pride   «ai 
with  all  V\i;t  s'Vv\t\t:s&,      K  t^ov-A  yvsssA.  <««  her 
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hogfatT'  bmw,  vhcn  xho  looniod  tliAt  lUUly,  the  row  mnynr 
U  F&m,  hull  reiuarkt'il,  in  hit  sUdretm  to  Louis  XVL, 
•Henry  IV.  coiKinprr.d  bin  people,  iviiil  Lcro  nru  tliu  jiomili- 
Mmiaiirisg  ihfir  king."  "  Oimjueriji^  I "  she  repcatcil  in- 
iifauilly.  Ali>»  [  whilst  thus  contesting  tho  reality  of  popular 
powvf,  »■»«  sh«^  not  yielding  t«  it  herself)  Wiw  Ata  not  cuii)- 
ti>  tiiHuitfi>i  a:)d  sirid  frunt  tho  kiiigdum  uvi'u  bor  old 
»^k)H-  <k'  Vcrtiiaiiil,  l<.'.ft  till'  mere  fnct  of  Imviiig  bci.-ii 
tVOUr  ehuulil  do'jiu  him  to  destruction  I 
lewon  which  thu  taking  of  tlie  Bostilo  might  hnro 
^Wiui  wjoii  fiirgottnu  by  Marif  Aiitoiuette.  Before 
lis  b.'id  flftiwrd,  sliu  ngjvin  alti'Tii|it(sd  a  n-rtctioii, 
nve  riitc  tu  thu  diiigrjceful  evuiita  of  the  Gth  :uid  (ith 
' ;  disgraceful  alike  for  the  8<:)vcrcigii  and  the  people 
23d  itf  September  the  rugiiucjit  of  (luiders  turivod 
I  spk-ndjd  diiiiior  to  thf  ■  i 

In  ■  r.     Tlic  king  jjniiitcd  th.  I 

I  0]ieni  fur  the  uccaaion.     Tlie  ({iioeu  luid  been  urged  tu 
lumonr  the  guests  with  her  presence ;    hut  nhc 
cline<].     Tbw  jiulicioiia  resolve  vraa  overruled  by 
•mt  nf  tbc  KUirtiera.     Tow.tnls  the  cloao  of  tho  repast,  when 
iicadii  o(  the  nivt'lU'rs  were  heated  with  wiiic,  tho  c|U<!«u, 
I  kxmu  *od  their  children  npiieared  iu  the  «coue  of  festivity. 

itcst  tT.iiispiirts.      "  Itii'hnnl.  O 

J.     .  ■■}    Kung,  and  the  health  ijf  tli« 

viiiiu>rA  drunk   aniidxi  dcafcnijig  cheers.     The  n»iMl 

nation  wjw  inteatioially   i>untt«d,   tho  tricolour 

trtuupled   lUider   foot,   lind  the  white  cttekiule. 


ataplos  by  which  it  bod  Iwcn  nccomponicd,  bud  of  the 

U>u»c   drcumBlauceB  hod  receiveil   frmu   the  royal 

rcfti'h<^  I'aria,  ibo  news  crcatc-d  a  feeling  uf  deep 

iadigiuint    rcu'iumcut.      As    though    detrrniincti    t<]   make 

UMtlem  stiU  worite,  tb«  court  party  pcrsinled  iu  Uicir  folly.     A 

bTti«kfMt,  coocirtin^  of  the  fntgmont;  left  from  the  dinner, 

j^Hk  girtu  oa  tbt  2d  v{  October  -.  llie  same  du&uA  fcY^ftX  "^^ik 
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dUpIayed  by  the  guests,  whilst  all  the  court  ladte^  \fmd 
tbemsdTes  in  sewiog  white  cockadsa,  which  they  distnlnieil 
to  the  imprudent  partisani  of  absahite  iqjaltjr.    Thnvwi 
time  of  great  scarcity,  almost  of  ffunine,  in  Paris.    Tlie  licli 
tmnqaet  given  by  the  regiment  of  Flandets,  the  impnitot 
menaces  of  quelling  the  revotatian  uttered  by  the  officm,  ibt 
contrast  the  supposed  abundfince  and  profusion  of  Vea£la 
offered  to  the  inisety  of  the  capital,  prodncad  dee^Astitill', 
and,  cin  the  i^th  of  October,  an  insurrtotion  of  wtniffl  tuJk 
place.     It  has  been  asserted  that  this  insnrrettioa  was  pi* 
meditated  :  that  the  Orleans  faction  had  directed  it  ^nxd 
the  queen's  life,  in  order  to  obviate  the  inconrenience  of  i* 
regency,  in  case  the  king  should  be  depused ;   but  Xbm  i» 
every  Tea^)u  to  behove  that  the  movemeDt  was  whoUj  ^tt- 
taneoua. 

On  the  rooming  of  the  5th  of  October,  a  large  body  d 
women,   consisting  chiefly  of   the  refuse   of  the   popids* 
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October.  The  band,  amounting  to  scvend  thon&and,  pro- 
ceeded to  Versailles,  apiMircntly  yrithout  auy  fixed  object. 
Thej  insisted  on  seeing  the  king,  and  seized  tumultuously  on 
the  hall  of  the  assembly ;  but  although  they  manifested  a 
Tciy  riotous  disi)Osition,  they  vrere  kept  in  tolerable  order. 
Their  threats  against  the  queen  excited,  however,  the  alarm 
of  Louia  for  her  safety,  and  ho  earnestly  urged  her  to  depart 
with  her  children ;  but  her  spirit  was  of  that  order  which 
rises  with  the  storm :  she  firmly  refused  to  abandon  her 
husband.  "  I  know,"  said  she,  "  that  it  is  my  life  they  seek ; 
bat  I  am  the  daughter  of  Maria  Theresa,  and  I  have  learned 
nut  to  fear  death." 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th,  a  body  of  men  and  poissardcs 
proceeded  to  the  badly-guardod  i>alace.  A  contlict  between 
them  .ind  the  gardes  du  corps  immediately  lieg.an.  With  the 
instinct  of  hatred  the  infuriated  iiopuliicc  rushed  towanis  the 
ajiartmcnt  of  the  queen  :  she  had  retired  to  rest  at  a  late  hour, 
ordering  her  attendants  to  do  the  Siuuc.  Tliey,  fortunately, 
disobeyed,  and  remained  with  their  own  women  seated  near 
her  bed-room  do<ir.  "  About  half-past  four  in  the  morning," 
relates  Madame  Campan,  "  they  heard  horriWc  yells  and  dis- 
charges of  fire-arms.  One  nm  in  to  tin;  <pioun  to  awaken  her, 
and  gut  her  out  of  bed.  My  sister  flow  to  the  place  fn)ni 
which  the  tumult  seemed  to  proceed  ;  she  opoiiod  the  door  "t 
the  ante-chamber  which  leads  to  the  great  guard-room,  and 
lieheld  one  of  the  body-guards  holding  his  musket  across  tlie 
d<Hir,  and  attacked  by  a  mob,  who  were  .striking  at  him  ;  his 
faiw  wa.<«  covered  with  bloiMl  He  turned  round  and  exclainii-d. 
".Save  the  queen,  nindum  :  they  .-ire  come  to  ass.i.<>sinate  her  I" 
She  ha-itily  shut  the  door  upon  the  uiifortuiuite  victim  of  tliity, 
fa.«tenod  it  with  the  great  bolt,  and  took  the  same  precaution 
on  leaving  the  next  room.  On  reaching  the  queen's  cliiimlx-r 
.«he  crie<l  out  to  her,  "Get  up,  mad.un  I  do  not  stay  to  dress 
yourself :  tly  to  the  king's  ajiartment."  Marie  Antoinette  rose 
in  haste,  and  did  not  escape  without  diiKculty. 

When  La  Fayette  bid  succeeded  in  clearing  the  \v,vlaoft,  a.R 
jviiJ  tras  not  over  for  the  queen.     Slxc  aaX.  wsm  ^•«S.\\\«n; 
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talking  to  M,  de  la  Ltweme,  one  of  the  ministem,  ■when  a  Iu3 
from  below,  intended  for  her,  struck  tiji'  wall  cloje  Iw  ha. 
M.  d|0  I&  Luzerne,  without  seeming  to  heed  this  fact,  roM,  inJ, 

ntinniiig  his  discourse,  placed  hiinaclf  qMietlj*  lietwecs  the 
en  and  the  window.     "  Kay,  sir,"  said  ahit,  witli  dijoiiiM 
CAlnmess,  and  signing  him  to  resume  his  sunt,  "this  Is  noC pa 
plane,  it  is  mine,"     During  the  whole  of  that  dreadful  itj  ik 
displayed  the  same  lofty  heroism.     On  the  first  «tninfix  rfth« 
conflict,  Nocksr,  closely  followed   by  Lis  wife  iind  dsnglifci. 
hastened  to  the  palace.     The  people,  in  the  courta  li<'low,»wt 
A«king  vehemently  that  the  royal  family  shonld  rctim  ir^ 
them  to  Paris.     The  king,  promised  to  tontply,  urn! 
fired  in  token  of  rejoicing.     It  was  at  this  mom- 
queen  appenri'd  in  the  great  saloon.    Her  fair  and  In :. 
full  in  di»rirder  arousd  Lcr pale  countcnanco  ;  but  n(.i..i  «-.  .... 
whole  aspect  borne  the  impress  of  such  coinmandinc  nujtdlf 
"  Everything  in  her  person  struck  the  ii-  -rns 

Madame  de  Stael     The  people  asked,  « j : .  •.  ika 

the  queen  should  appear  on  the  balcony  aa  well  aa  the  kin^ 

The  expressive  countenance  of  Marie  Antoinette  hdtajvi 
what  fate  she  dreaded,  but  she  nuiiesitatingly  advanctd  t*^ 
wank  the  balcony,  between  her  two  chUiAreu.  The  9niisNK 
cry  of  ''  No  children  !"  arose  below  Lcr  from  the  vast  mabic 
court,  then  full  of  armed  men.  She  understood  thoM  fiibl 
wtiwls.  and  gently  pushing  Tiack  the  cliildren  into  the  apart- 
ment, returned  to  tlie  b.ilcony,  unprotected  and  ahme.  "Sluall 
1  die,  I  will  do  it  I"  had  energt>tically  exclaimed  thia  da 
of  Maria  Theresa  ;  and  w^ith  hands  folded  on  her  )■■■-■'•»* 
eyes  raised  to  heaven,  she  now  stood  there  awaiiii 
in  heroic  and  KObiime  Tcsignation.  Ilut  her  hour  was  i 
come  ;  yeara  cf  sorrow  were  before  her  still ,  and  it  do 
mjre  sad,  far  more  hitter  thnn  tb«  nasnsxin  could  inflict,  a« 
tho  ha]dcs3  qnern.  One  man  pointed  his  gun  towatdi  1 
but  another  of  hia  coui[ianiou8  struck  it  down :  the 
heroism  of  the  woman  subdued  the  .anger  felt  by  the  i 
.»:,'ain6t  the  inipraAetit  cpeen  *,  xcivi  -wWa  \a  ¥».'>j«tt«i 
furward  and  re8i>ccUully  taisti4V«  \a«iiV.\iia>Kvp^'C!t*i 
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'  tho  hoBiiige  wu  acktiowleilgcd  l>y  &  loud  cry  of  "  Vivo 
tobel" 

iiwi  ^frt^ic  Ajit"im't,t«  left  tbe  lmlc»iny  nnil  re-tnitcrcd  tho 
hIic  ujipri'acLed  Mmlanie  Ni'cker,  mid  tuiid  to  her,  in 
idercd  inaudiblo  by  convulsire  wibs,  "  They  arc  going 
mu  and  the  ktug  U>  retunt  to  Vtaia,  with  the  hi^ads 
gaidcs  du  corps  carried  on  their  pikon  befcure  us."     Two 
gardM  da  coqw  bod  indeed  been  unirdcrtHi,  oiid  their 
wne  borne  in  trium[)li  to  Paris  by  tho  poiaaanlcs ;  but 
latoly  not  within  sight  of  the  unha{)]iy  sovereigns.     Be- 
Icftving  tlui  niyal  palace  of  Vcrsaillea  for  ever,  tlie  tjuuen 
'•d,  with  much  emotion,  to  one  of  her  attendmits,  "  W« 
dragged  awiiy,  perhaps  t^u  death  :  when  kiiig^t  become 
they  have  not  long  to  live."     The  journey  from  Ver- 
pAris  Iiistvd  five  hours  ;  a  promiscuous  mob  of  men 
women  itcoouipaiiitil  the  royal  carringo;  tLoy  shouted, 
carried  loaves  of  brcnd  on  their  pikes,  nnd  exclaimed,  in 
n  to  tlie  king,  queen,  aud  dHupliin,  "  Wc  are  bringing 
ker.  his  wife,  aud  tho  little  apprentice,"     Notwithstand- 
ing the  fatigne  and  sufferings  t^f  that  eventfid  day,  the  sclf- 
o(  )Iario  Antoinette  did  not  desert  her.     The  king, 
ing  at  the  lliJt<'.l  de  Vitlc,  siiid  to  the  ninyor,  Bailly, 
be  alnrays  came  with  pleasure  to  his  good  city  <if  Paris.'* 
with  <■     "  "         "  "piickly  added  tho  queen.     They  pro- 
totlu'  I  which  liud  tif it  been  ijdubite<l forneoily 

,  and  was  in  a  most  dilapidated  cuuiIitiiJiL  When, 
owing  day,  Mario  Antoinette  received  her  court  and 
dtpluuuktique  iu  thosu  disnial  and  antii|uatcd  npart- 
•  ooold  hardly  speak  for  her  tctrfi.  Tfiose  whom  she 
xlrlimcxl  wvre  acan:e.ly  le^s  moved.  She  iipologiscd  for  being 
bbiigMl  to  receive  her  guests  in  the  room  where  her  children 
lad  fitti  the  Bight  "  You  know,"  said  she,  "  that  I  did  not 
optct  to  coRW  here."  And  aa  she  spoke  thus,  her  fine  and 
initrtcd  eountenance  was  such  as  when  once  seen  could  not 
lo«gott«in.* 

Ill  and  gentle  uuter-tn-law,  Mad&me  EUu.Wlb^ 
*  AUJamv  d«  SUiil. 
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linre  tbis  change  with  &  more  serene  fwigutiao.  AJiIm^ 
this  charming  princes  was  not,  it  is  said,  of  a  nstanU;  mMt 
disposition,  her  deep  ami  sincora  pi«ty  had  so  tomfkuij 
eradicated  her  early  defects,  and  imparted  to  her  trliolt  hmf 
aomethlng  so  holy  a&d  so  pare,  that,  notwillutaadipg  W 
youth  and  loveliness,  the  chief  feeling  wMefa  abc  iii»}wwl  wm 
Teueratiun.  Indifferent  to  her  own  &te,  she  was  evUollf  Mt 
80  with  regard  to  the  fate  of  her  bn>tli«r,  wfaon  abt  kmii 
passionately,  and  of  his  wife  and  childrcit.  Bat  hfBr 
fur  them  was  tempered  hy  religions  submisMon :  bos 
than  the  queen,  she  was  not  less  noble  or  dt-Totod. 

Whilst  monarchy  wa»  thus  rapidly  approaching  iti  h* 
{>erili)uj   crisis,   French   society   was  likewise  vadiirgliB(  a 
marked  trauafonuation.     Erer  emoe  the  opening  of  the  8Mrk» 
Qeneral,  politics  had  absorbed  every  convcrejitiiin.     Wbn  lb» 
grc»teat  eticial  questions  were  at  stake,  what  interest  conld  be 
fek  in  the  literary  diacnsaiona  of  narrow  coteiieal    Tbt  M 
of  the  National  Assembly  had  become  the  wide  arena  «kw 
the  struggle  for  power  and  popularity  was  now  caniatl  oa 
Women  thronged  the  galleries,  as  spectators  of  this  great  oa- 
te«t,  and  watehirf  with  deep  interest  the  last  throes  of  tkrt 
—jdpiring  society  with  which  their  old  power  was  fait  pattiaK 
^tway.     But  when,  after  the  0th  of  October,  this  aaaemblj  wm 
transferred  to  Paris,  the  beautiful  and  higb<bum  Iadi«a,  vlw 
Jad  looked  down  from  the  tribunes  on  the  stirring  aoeaa  balo*, 
^igriulually  Tanjshed,  and  were  replaced  by  ferociona  and  hub- 
ous  poissardcs  ;  who,  from  always  bringing  their  k: 
them,  acquired  the  name  of  trieotteuaei.     The  U  > 
revolution,  and  the  taking  of  the  Baatilo  hod,  bou   -    ,  t  • 
hailed   with   rapturous  entliusiasm   by   the  t-litc   oi    I 
aoctfty.     AVlien  the  old  fortress  fell,  its  ruins  offt^rwl  «  - 
and  varied  aspect :  tents  and  caf^  arose,  ns  i 
amongst  the   wrecks  of   towers    and  kistiui.^, 
^    women  came  in  their  carriages  to  visit  that  once 
[    Rilciit  Spot,  now  as  gay  and  crowded  as  Ltui:;  Vhy 
\  the  citll  lively  and  brilliant  Madame  de  U  units  ' 
Bj>riueely  pupils,  to  read  them  moral  lessons  ovc: 
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pottOB ;  M  a  prouf  of  her  entire  sjrmjKttli^  with  tho  popular 
con,  alie«ftcrwanis  wore  stispeiidc^J  around  ho-  ueck  a  miiii.i- 
tan  ButUt,  matlc  of  red  Bastilcaandstouo.  Madamo  de  S'  i>  i 
MinbekU,  the  young  Chateaubriand,  then  wholly  unkutiiwi, 
tikowLso  visited  the  last  ruiu8  of  foudidism.  Statesmen,  actore, 
poeta,  artists,  and  rnfn  mid  women  of  the  world,  tlirongod  ti>- 
Ler  to  the  \>lwv,  iiniidst  tlic  din  and  luugliter  of  the  wiirk- 
,,  who  joj-ousty  dcniiilished  the  v;ist  edifice,  A  ball  wm 
rwiirdit  {jivuu  uu  tha  ^iKJt  where  tho  uucti-dn'.idcd  fortrcM 
bail  sti)od. 

But  "fi^  the  syinpnthy  wLicli  thry  snAaifestcd 

fortkt'  eolation,  at  least  m  it«  curly  stitgua,  the 

tranion  i>f  those  times  exercised  a  very  slight  dcgreo  of  iaflu- 
in  ouiu^Hirifluu  with  tlio  power  they  had  furmerly  pos- 


£ 


■  dome  time  5[adame  do  GeiUia  still  drew  nroiind  her  a 
^  -.--in  of  the  meat  elegnnt  society  of  tho  tiwca.  Evrwy  Sun- 
■lay  the  received  a  political  and  literary  eutcrie  in  the  apart- 
'  <  >euupied  with  her  pupila  at  Uellochiussa ;  but  m 
..on  progreasetl,  her  circle  gradunlly  bocame  nar> 
rawer,  liiose  porsous  'nho  did  not  wish  to  Attach  tliRtiMolv 
to  the  Orlciins  fuetion,  dreaded  her  tnct  and  iuaiiiuation,'^ 
and  avindcd  fr«<{ueiiting  her  saloon.  Many  niToctcd  to  be  n>- 
palled  by  bor  rejuttation  for  intrigue,  and  her  enemies — who 
won  muuienmii  among  the  royalists^indiistriously  circulated 
Rporta  most  injurious  to  ber  rcpuhition.  Thc^c  reports 
wmn  ooant«nitnced  by  the  suspicions  which  tho  Duchcsa  of 
Oilauis  bad  at  length  oxprensed  %rith  regard  to  tho  conucxioa 
brtllWU  her  liiwl>nivd  innl  the  goTeriicsw  of  her  sons.  He 
dodw**  also  cumplalited  that  the  aireetitms  of  her  childriMi 
wan  cstzaqgod  from  her  by  Madame  de  Genlis,  whom  she 
■eoosdinglj  wiihed  to  reaign  her  fuiietion».  Both  the  duke 
and  tba  gorvmesa  refused  to  accede  tu  this;  the  ducfiesH  was 
bmd  in  brroompluints,  and  the  ]>uli)ic,  who  c^toemcd  her  vir- 
toM,  umI  pitied  her  for  being  united  tu  a  profligate  husband 
threw  oil  the  oilium  on  Madame  de  (icnlia. 

The  {Hiwer  uf  Madame  de  Slaiil  and  Moduno  de  Condorcct 
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was    likowiM    declining.      The  putuniw  gf  oonslitaUo&il] 
monorctiy  rallied  for  »  vbUe  aitmnd  IIm  gifted  dtn^ur  ' 
Xecker,  but  Lei*  swajr  vss  as  brief  as  Uut  of  tlw  (icindji 
sbr  profeiised     ^ladumo  dc  Condoroet  belunged  to  tLe  i 
licAii  p&rty,  and  rcccivixl  men  of  democntic  i^iiiunn* ;  ^ 
nlUiodcIi  site  was  vi8it«d  hy  tho  notorium  Anadianis  ( 
(V  1  himself  the  -  Orator  of  the  Humui  Eaw,")] 

V.,;       _        by  him,  in  aimpUnicnt  to  her  great  chann*,  "Ikt,  i 
Lyccan  Veaua,"  she  did  nut  cx<.'rcis«i  a  wide  nr  bisUng  { 
Wheu  her  huKhand  fcU  with   the  Girandiste,  she  jack  lob 
tdtal    iilkscurity,    notintluilanding    hvr    taleaL*   and    btantt. 
Though  luany  women  figured  in  the  rovoluti 
Tvnlity  but  three  who  can  be  said  t»  ban!  art- 
iniportaut  [tart,  and  whose  luimes  arc  iiupeiialtably  liiiked  ^ 
Hi    '■        ,  ijf  their  times.     TLv 

V.  .  !iud  tiua  vailing  str.  -it  I 

til  tho  scfltfold  ;  the  republican  iljuiame  lirtland,  who  periiiiiif 
witli  the  GiroudJHta  ;  and  tht'  uublo-iuindtxi  ]kladaiuc  T«l 
w  ho  hiuitoncd  tlie  fail  of  Ilubc«[tierro,  and  avenged  w 
(iur»*   and    >  timau      The    lime    fur 

Madaiuu  1:-  mo  TtiUicn  is  not  yet  comc^  I 

must  novr  return  to  Marie  Antoinettt!.     If,  in  luir  poGiia 
cnuduct,  there  will  be,  aa  usual,  much  inoontusteocy  and  i 
prudence  tn  dcplnrc,  yet  ehall  we  ever  find  her  Mibliat  loi 
heroic  in  the  hour  of  danger. 


Hi  prin 
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prindpal  crrois  And  misfortunes  of  Marie  Antoinette 
oajr  be  attributed  to  the  extreme  difficulties  of  her  podtioa 
U  a  woman,  slie  could  exerctae  only  an  occult  power,  pecu- 
iariy  unsuitable  to  her  open  nntui-e.  Impetuous  and  ciier- 
[•tic,  fibo  wna  fit  for  instantaneous  action,  but  ill  adapted  for 
jmag  the  calm  counsel  on  which  another  could  act.  The 
nitfttlDg  and  ap^ithetic  temper  of  her  husband  would  alone 
iiiT«  sufficed  to  counteract  wlmtever  good  she  might  have 
Ifetcd.  Ijouia  XVL  only  knew  how  to  suffer  pasavely. 
^pe  Antoinette  early  saw  this,  and,  in  spite  of  the  ros|iect- 
il  reserve  witli  which  she  always  alluded  to  the  king,  it  was 
tsy  to  perceive  that  a  feeling  akin  to  bittcrueas  rankled  in 
er  niiuil  wheu  she  thought  on  the  fetters  of  ber  position' 
Joold  she  have  acted  freely  and  alunc,  the  revolution  would 
been  sooner  over  :  she  could  not  have  saved  monarchy  cir 
aonarcb,  but  their  fall,  not  being  delayed  so  long,  would 
ikve  been  so  overwhelming  and  eo  deep.  But  this  very 
of  llarie  Antoinette — which,  had  she  been  independ- 
wuukl  have  hastened  tlio  crisis — prolonged  it,  because 
be  was  Dot  free,  and  gave  it  the  dangerous  aspect  of  a 
kniggle.  Wlten  she  had  exhausted  every  form  of  opposition, 
he  perceived  too  late  that  resignation  might  have  been  the 
riaest  conr.?c.  There  Ls  regret  for  pust  imprudence  in  those 
rords  which  she  addressed,  shortly  befure  the  1 0th  of  August 
T93,  to  one  of  her  confidaiita :  "  Aa  for  myself,"  said  she, 
ftcr  alluding  to  the  passive  temper  of  the  king,  "  I  could  do 
a/thing,  atid  appear  oa  horseback  wore  \i  vi«edti  ■,  \im\,  S\s.tiX 
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would  be  fumbbing  weapons  to  the  king's  enemi^  : 
out  all  France  a  cry  agkinst  the  AujitnAo  sod  Uie  ml*  rf  «^ 
wiinuu)  would  be  raised  instautl^-.  By  eonuag  fonrwd,  I 
should,  moTieover,  reduce  ttie  king  to  a  ^"miTij>tii>g  mJ  ia- 
f  I  iur  poiitioD.  A  queen,"  she  add«d  moomfnll}-,  "  m}»,  iib 
me,  ia  QOthiag  in  her  own  right — irbo  is  not  mn  npu 
— ^Lt3  but  one  put  to  act — to  w^t  the  erent  slentfy,  t 
pivpare  tt>  die." 

Daring  the  three  jears  which  elajtsed  from  the  cvnto  < 
the  mouth  of  October  17 S9,  to  the  f«U  of  mcoanslijr  I 
Aug(ii>t  IT 93,  ]hlaric  Antoinette  had  acted  in  direct  mmi 
tion  to  the  principle  of  passire  aabmiaaioa  The  oatni|al 
wjich  &be  was  subjected,  from  the  moment  that  the ' 
become  tbo  reeadence  of  the  mjal  family,  emhittBrei  Is 
ag&inst  the  reyolatiun  and  its  putiaans.  8ho(tly  ate  tk 
OTvnta  of  October,  she  visited,  with  tbe  Idag;  a  laigs  bbb- 
tftctuty  in  the  fanboUrg  Sfunt-Antoine.  They  won  stedfri 
with  much  enthusia&nL  "See,  madam!"  ohMmd  U 
Fnjette,  who  sccompAnied  the  royal  ooopi*^  "  huw  good  iUi 
people  arc  when  one  comes  to  meet  them.*  "  Bot  an  tk^  ■ 
when  they  come  to  meet  us  t "  bitt«riy  adnd  Mane . 
The  queen  was  resentful ;  but  she  disdained 
prosecution  was  instituted  by  the  Ch&telet  against  th«  i 
tore  of  the  iasuTTcctinn  of  the  5th  of  October,  and  a  i 
tion  wMted  on  the  queen,  in  order  to  hear  fraoi  bar  Uf»  ta 
account  of  what  she  had  pcnooalty  seen  and  ndbtad.  Ia 
answer  to  their  inquiries,  she  replied :  "  I  will  nevtr  inim 
agaiust  any  of  my  subjects.  I  saw  all ;  I  knew  aO ;  and  I 
have  forgotten  all." 

The  instinetive  pohcy  of  Marie  Antoinette  Beems  to  hs<a 
lieeu  to  «ave  the  royal  power  alone.  She  stood  ia  eqsal 
dr«ad  of  the  revolutionists  and  the  em^raatak  To  yield  U* 
the  fonuor  was  rmn ;  to  accept  the  aid  of  the  latter  waa 
degradation.  She  rocoiled  with  distrust  from  either  cmuk, 
events  became  too  imperious  to  aOow  her  to  peraewela 
at  soUtaty  infiaence.  We,  aooocxliiisiy,  find  W 
\j  holding  conferenaea  with  Minhe 
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Dtskton;  or  placing  in  foreign  intervcution  her  tinlj 
Dg  hope  of  safety.  Her  cbaracteristic  and  interest- 
;  connexion  with  l^lirabean  began  in  tho  m'jntli  of  Hay 
DO.  it  would  have  commenced  mucli  earlier,  but  for  thi? 
acruples  of  the  king;  who  objected  to  form  even  a  private 
^iiADcc  witk  ft  man  so  notorious  for  his  imiaomlity.  Marin 
^htoiiictte,  more  clear-sighted  and  less  rigidly  scrupulous 
^Kn  her  husband,  at  length  overcame  his  objections. 
^fehd  first  interview  of  the  queen  and  the  great  orator  had 
^P  the  mystery  of  roniAnce.  One  evening,  iu  tho  month  of 
'May,  Miraheau  left  Paris,  ajijiarently  fur  the  purpose  of  riding 
the  country  bouse  of  his  friend  ClaviSre ;  but  be  soon 
towards  Saint  Cloud,  entered  the  pwk  by  a  private 
ace,  and  found  tho  queen  waiting  fur  hitn,  alone,  in  a 
■  and  retirt'd  sjiok  "  With  a  foe  of  ordinary  capacity," 
ihe,  "  with  an  everyday  eucniy,  I  should  now  be  guilty 
very  foolish,  a  very  iujudiciona  step :  but  with  a 
kC  ! " —  The  grace,  dignity,  and  energy  of  tho  (jueeii 
Iuc«d  a  powerful  ixnpreaaon  on  Mirabeau.  With  a 
nan's  ready  tact  she  noticed  this,  and  also  observed  to 
an  Caiu[)an  that  the  expression  of  "a  Mirabeau,"  which 
had  employed  intentionally,  had  not  failed  in  ita  desired 
ct.  The  close  of  their  uitcrview  alone  is  known.  "  Ma- 
ne," thfti  exclaimed  Jlirabuau,  "  whenever  your  itlutitrioiia 
ber,  Maria  Theresa,  honoured  one  of  her  loyal  Bubjti-ts 
an  interview,  ahe  never  suiTered  them  to  depart  without 
ling  to  them  her  royal  hand."  The  queen,  with  a 
^'a  grace,  held  forth  her  hand  ;  Mirabeau,  with  a  king's 
ified  elegance,  knelt  and  fervently  ki^ed  it  :  that 
strength  through  his  frame,  and,  starting  to  his  feet,  ha"' 
with  native  self-confidence, — 

"MiKJnm,  tbe  moukniliy  u  (aved !  "  * 

This  meeting  gave  Mimbeau  a  Iiigh  opiinon  of  the  queen. 
I  emphaticilly  observed  t<>  Duniout :  ■'  She  is  the  only  man 
of  tho   fiimjly ! "  an   expression  which  Napoleon  aftcnvarda 

•  '•  Mimbeau  :  A  Li/e-HiMory,"  p-  221,  ^cit  ii. 
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I'd  his  iulric«  and 


iiUntuxl 


borrowed,  ;■    ' 

Duchess  of  . , 

«ui  the  king  it  ■was  • 

alon«  cmild  rousf  '■■■ 

AuUiLuette  that  J 

And  gave.  ti< ' 

of  monarclr        .  -r  Until 

ooDspicuoiDi  pikit  in  csnyiiig  out  bis  pmj«cts,  is  appanDtbjri 

phrase  whiuL  occars  in  ua«  of  Mb  h!tt«K  :  "  The  moment  i 

oomo  wlirn  it  wiU  hn  necessary  to  «cci,  that  which  «c 

see,  on  ho/TtbacJc,  a  tfoman  and  a  child :  tlicae  ne  fii 

tnulitioos,  familial  to  the  qaeen."    The  uoble  uatnie  vl  1 

new  ally  sttvmgljr  attracted  Mane  Antoinette ;  but  «!» 1 

tt'--  neiss  of  j';  ailhere  to  Lii  I 

Si'  Liiu,  as  sIk  1 1  so  many  I 

Uio  rnin  li(>|)o  of  deriving  tho  desired  benefit  from  thciri 

wilJiout  binding  Uersolf  to  follow  it  implicitly. 

A   year  nf'nT  tJio  commcnccinent    of    their    inte 
Miralieau  died,  and  whatever    hopes  the  qat-cn  might 
founded  on  his  aid,  ixsrished  with  him.     lie  died,  baijpilj  I 
hi«  fanje,  at  the  precise  time  when  his  |jowcHca8doss  to  aOv] 
the  storm  he  had  helped  to  raise  w.    ' '  ' 
though   his   life    coald    not   h&vu    • 
torrent,  liifl  death  contributed  to  accclemt«  its  cuurse. 
that  moment  thu  position  of  the  roynl  family  bccsmo 
rnoro   pnscarious.     The   king,   with   his   Itnlutuol   indodiia 
knew  iiol  wUicli  party  to  favour.    More  foarleaa  and  enei 
.Marie  AnUiinctte   held  nil  conccMsions  wookncw,  ud 
diMguise  with  all  tho  furco  of  a  fniuk  nature.     To  unile  I 
those  alic  (tislikc^l,  and  not  to  rUre  to  favour  thow  she  1 
wns  a  nioraJ  thraldom  she  could  nut  uudurc.     She 
break  L<.'r  chains;  to  conquer  hack  thiU  roj-al  •c»ptt«, ' 
hod  escaped  from  her  husliand'a  feeUlo  hand  \  mid  to  lah 
UiAt  Stem  revolution,  which  had  be^tn  with  instdtiu); 
name  .n  "    '  .her  life    '^" 

her  hu^  utjn.  andii'  - 

Hhe  voa  in  coneUiA  cx^^cUlum  (A.  sftA-ans;^  Vu» 
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\fy  the   popiiliico.      A  aourid  af  muakotiy,  which 
hi  cumu  frtim  th»  (lalace  iUelf,  one  night  ronaol 
XVL  frum  Iiis  sliinibcr.     He  liastciiff!  to  ilie  <|uecii's 
sent ;  it  wjis  vncaut  :    he  prticcutlt'il  further,  and  fonncl 
ie  by  tho  d.tu[ilun')i  b«d,  chiaping  the  child  in  her  arms, 
at  my  post,"  sho  calmly  obaervud,  in  reply  to  his 
The  alarm  proved  to  be  false  :  bat  such  was  thn 
tate  of  anxiety  in  which  Mirnc  Antoinette  lived.     The  royal 
lily  at  leugth  ruaulvi'd  ujkju  flight :   a  ialal  and  iinpradeut 


■je  Antoinette  introstod  the  conduct  of  this  importent 
li>  the  Count  of  Fcrsen,  a  young  and  chiralrotu 
Sw«de,  who  h.id  conceived  a  romantic  {osston  far  the  boauti- 
ful  oi{itiT«  quoen.  His  Moveroign,  Qtistnvus  III.,  had  ahvody 
gOmdaimed  faimaclt  her  knight,  and  rowed  to  defend  her  ;  the 
H^^H^  Fcrsen  eudctviiured  to  ^avc,  at  least,  the  life  of  tiie 
PIBKli*  loved.  His  tneasnrea  wexe  at  first  attendcnl  with 
ipmt  moBoat.  On  the  night  of  the  SOlb  of  June  1701,  tho 
nfftthtint  of  the  royal  family,  all  cjuYTiilly  disguisttl,  left  th« 
ij  difiert-iit  issues.  Their  llight  wu.i  not  discovered 
the  next  inomiug.  Favoured  by  thia  advance,  thp 
iT«8  might  have  reached  their  place  uf  destiuatiou  iu 
V,  If  they  had  not  been  recognised  by  Drouct,  the  son  of 
I  who  ivmseH  them  to  be  intercepted  at  Varennea. 
eir  [irotestatiuus,  they  were  compelled  to  alight 
ilfioOM  of  the  (lyndic,  a  grocer  named  iSausse.  It  wu 
t ;  but  the  positive  assertiooiS  of  Drouet,  and  the  chai^ 
lo  features  of  botli  the  sovereigns,  betrayed  tbetn. 
XVI.,  still  i>ersiBting  in  dental,  was  rudely  contradicted 
men  around  :  with  that  strong  sense  of  dignity  which 
'  descrtod  her,  Marie  Antoinette,  seeing  that  all  was  over, 
fbrvard,  and  oddretstiiug  Sau^se  sad  Ilia  comi>aniiin.<i, 
JtadTdy  vbaervcd :  "  Since  yi«u  Kcknowlcdgo  him  for 
aiiTrretgn,  treat  him  as  such."  Her  look  and  tone 
xd  Lh«M  men.  Lcxiin,  casting  aside  all  disguise,  con- 
his  imnk,  and  begged  not  Ut  bo  detained  ;  representing 
that  would  accrue  to  the  country'  Grom  that  det«utiiun. 
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Bat  il  was  in  nm  tkal  tiw  kiag  pleaded  and 
tata» ;  in  vain  that  tbe  qneco,  now  hax^ity  no  kngv,  < 
in^7  begged  of  Madame  Saaase  to  icmcmber  ber  Cedqp  ■ 
a  wife  tmd  a  mother,  and  inttaveda  with  her  hmfaand.  1W 
and  entreaties  proved  vadeaa,  and  the  ropl  haaalj  ifltftal  to 
a  aanow  room  abavB  the  abop  to  afMad  the  ai^ik  :  lat  itf 
tn  mt  In  that  mght  the  fair  hair  of  Ma 
tamed  white  with  giieL 

It  was  a  mdancholj  jonm^  far  the  faytiTea  framVa 
to  Fari&  "Hie  ehools  and  execrationa  of  the  people  aeeai- 
pained  them  aQ  the  waj.  An  old  nobkman  having  appioKiid 
the  royal  carriage,  and  expressed  his  symptikj  fix  tho* 
within  it,  was  muidered  before  their  ejpea.  A  poeat 
have  ahared  the  aame  fatei,  bat  for  the  intetfcnnee  oi 
xa,n,  one  of  the  two  depntiea  sent  by  the  Xatloenl , 
to  protect  the  king.  Tmuig,  eloquent,  and  popohr,  Bman 
had  figured,  since  the  opening  of  the  Statea,  as  the  rial  of 
Mirabean,  and  the  Telieni^t  opponent  o(  the  eooxt.  FfdikB, 
who  sbaied  his  pi«eent  mitBtoa,  was  Hkenrise  a  mentar  d 
the  left,  and  a  repnl^can  ;  as  he  informed  the  king  la  im 
bringing  home  a  captive.  The  two  deputies  sat  in  tb»  me 
carriage  with  the  toyti  fiuuily.  r^bioti  behared  with  laii 
inaolence;  Bunave  with  unfeigoed  sympathy  and  ttafia: 
he  gaaed  with  sarprife  on  the  woman  be  had  jndg^  £nai  t&e 
n^rta  of  her  ^omuiators ;  he  saw  her  beantifbl  aal  H^ 
fi«d  in  h€T  qneenljr  sorrow,  and,  with  the  enthnaam  of  a 
ganerooa  heart,  he  seoetly  vowed  to  protect  and  6eieaA  hr 
There  is  not,  perhaps,  a  drcnmstance  mare  hoooonlii  to 
Msiie  Antoinette  thui  the  passionate  admiratiaa  whirh,  ^A- 
oat  effort,  she  inspired  in  meu  of  ereiy  rank  and  paot^,  wim- 
enr  they  ooold  approach  her.  Her  power  waa  gone;  tcanad 
anSeRBg  had  bded  her  oae»<laxzling  iovettneas :  the  JtiutoJ 
ne«  she  exdtcd  was  not  pnid  to  the  woman  or  to  tl»  ^>im ; 
Jx  \r3L5  the  instinctiTe  tribote  which  a  fine  and  gtnrnwa  ntan 
L  always  call  forth.  D«nti(g  the  whole  of  the  JooBtyhina- 
sbe  behaxed  w\\k  ik  eoMta^  and  adf-poassHNa  wiaA 
t}>e  admuaJtkn  <2  '&»x«k««.    ^bk  «d8^  #f^to< 
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fUie  Tiiilerics,  regardless  of  the  Lootings  of  the  populnce  ; 
Vncoot^uered  even  ia  that  boar,  bauglitiiy  refused  the 
{ir(>t4>ction  of  the  Vlscoant  de  Noaillea,  one  of  the 
'iBQliibcrs  of  the  aristocnicy  who  sided  with  the  people. 

be  unsiicceasful  flight  to  Vartnnes  greatly  aggravated  tho 

ion  of  the  royal  family.     They  were  so  closely  watched, 

it  WHS  only  by  stealth  the  queen  could  see  her  husband. 

ional  guard*  remained  m  her  room,  even  nt  night,  and 

I  protested  in  vain  againat  tliis  gross  indecency.     Notwith- 

tding  this  cIo.se   surveillance,  aho  fonnd  means-  to  com- 

iXe  with  Baruave.     Alone,  in  an  obscure  room  of  the 

ce,  she  often  waited  whole  Lours  for  tho  yom  ■    >. 

her  Iwnd  ou  the  lock  of  the  door.      The  a.:  f 

nvc's  devotedoeaa  had  deeply  touched  Slurio  Antoiuette. 

sympathiacd  with  his  youth,  his  talent,  and  even  with  tlwj 

bition   which   had   provetl   ao   fatal   to  her.     Whilst   sbiM 

ed,  "  tktt  she  could  never  forgive  the  nobles  who  had 

tienccd  tlie  revolution,  she  excused  the  young  commoner 

[having  ardently  embraced  a  cause  which  opened  a  path  U) 

'  ■  ;>ia."     The  king  and  Madame  Elizsbclhj 

Tho  queen  did  not,  however,  ndopfl 

I  plana  of  liitmave.     He  proposed  constitutional  prudence 

,  moderation  ;    but  for  this  Marie  Antoinette  iastinctivoly 

justly  felt  that  it  was  now  too  late.     Had  tliis  plan  been 

jtted  earlii'r,  with  all  sincerity  and  truth,  the  revolutiuii 

iit,   pcrliajis,  have   been   checked,   and    the   constitution 

Jy  eatabliahed.     We  «ay  pcrfut/is;  for  on  examuiation,  it 

Sctilt  to  avoid  perceiving  that  the  revolution  was  merely^ 
nlitical  struggle  for  freedom  and  right*  long  denied ;    ifl 
ait  a.  social  wnr  of  the  aufTering  and  exasperated  maasen 
inst  their  former  oppres-sors.     A  constitiiUon  which  fet-' 
h1  them   with  a  Hng,  and  checked  the  progress  of  the 
plution,  wfis  therefore  as  little  accefitahle  to  an  immenaa|fl 
abcr  of  individuals,  as  it  wan  diHtuateful  to  the  sovereigns^ 
loselvea.      The   party  of  the  constitutionalists   and  the 
pentca  was,  however,  large  and  powerful :    and  it  might 
t  betd  hack  tha  detnucratic  elemcut,  Wt  lot  ^c  's\aVwj& 
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of  the  rojalista,  tlio  confitbut  h«siUtioo  of  Loom  "XTL,  wi 
nuictionary  '      '  '    "'      <|noiia.     Cywisg  to  tlM« , 

ilkriL's,  ihi-  II  .!  Um  efficacy  of  CMMtiSD- 

tionnl  nionarcby,  ami  was  hixi  lur  a  n-public  by  tlie  time  Ht  ] 
oiuatitutiuu  was  fiiibbud. 

The  qnocn  w*«,  therefore,  both  more  pnctiail  nod  0)w*| 
daar-sigliti'd  tbun  Riunari?,  wbvn  a):  \  is  nuclttt  tot-l 

jjlaa  of  julhcring  faitbfully  to  the  ctiji  ,  bnt  sbo  < 

in  thinking  a  reactiom  possible.     After  eacrificiug  hU  [wpti-j 

ity  to  the  royal  ciia«e,  Bartiave  had  tbe  mortillcstion 
tivo  tliat  tbe  sacrifice  hjui  been  roiwle  in  vain,  nnd 
en  lii>w  reliecl  eii'ttisively  on  tbe  : 
Bora,     Mario  Antoinette  reluctantly  ...,,.;... 
Sbo  bod  never  bircd  the  vlstocracy.  nud  Kbe  well  knew 
degree  of  favtmr  atid  sabmission  ihey  would  "  •: 

•occoodcd  in  quelling   the    revolution.     A  f^-  :.-• 

tliu  diissoluttiiii  of  tbe  National  Assembly,  Bamave  left  i'uJu 
parted  frum  the  queen.     She  assured  him  that,  in  tk| 

eat  of  «  reaction,  he  should  still  possess  her  frieiuLiLip  mil 
eBteem.     Bumave  mourufully  ptvintcd  out  il^  '  b«rl 

hopes  ;    told  her  he  knew  that  be  hnd  risked  i^  i  Her] 

canise,  and  risked  it  in  vain  ;  but  euthuatatttically  added,  tb»t,| 
80  far  from  repenting  aught  he  hivd  done,  I  >  "  holill 
himsplf  fully  rc-jwiid  if  abo  would  only  grjuil  !.  inuirj 

uf  pre-S^D!;  to  bLi  lipa  bcr  royal  band.  The  queen,  nitti  luttchl 
emotion,  extended  bcr  hand  towards  him :  hv  (ciaed  kiwll 
kissed  it  fc-rrcntly.  Thus  they  parted,  to  meeA  no  mott;  b«t| 
to  jjcriah  within  a  few  days  of  one  another,  tlio  qnecn  and  Ibl 
CDinmouer,  on  thi-  same  scaffold.  I 

The  hopes  of  ^larie  Antoinette  did  not  ivst  suUfy  witli  th«| 
emigrants  :  she  believed  that  tbe  excess  of  the  anarchy  •fc«l 
foresaw  would  leud  to  the  re-establisbment  t>f  tinier.  It  "mI 
8o ;  but  not  until  sho,  and  all  thck^e  she  loved,  bod  Edlnl 
victims  to  th(<  popular  anger  4o  imprudently  encouraged.  lal 
tbe  month  of  November  of  the  year  171*1,  tins  yisar  «f  thil 
/Tight  to  V«n?nne9,  La  Y'a'je^Vc  M\A  V  '  "  i        '  '  '    ''   1 

tnaj'oraliip  uf  Pari*.    TW  tut\afet  J 
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a  Kpublican.  llario  Antoinette  dislikoJ  La  F.iycttev 
H  faong  unn  of  the  iirsl  men  who  had  hiiuibk'il  tiiotmrclijr. 
She  >ccordiu(;!y  opiiosvd  his  election,  and  spoil  lari.'e  sums  to 
JKura  that  of  hU  rivAl  It  was  pcrhnpa  to  her  ctTurtd  that 
Ffithion  owv<l  hia  rvtum. 

Thu  conduct  was  cxlrcmoty  itnpnidcnt ;  for  sinoe  tlio  at- 
ooptaticio  of  the  coimtitutiuii  by  tho  king,  th<;  difBcultics  of 
iaa  position  hod  mntcriolly  increased.  Friends  aiid  «nomie» 
iMBiwl  leagQitl  alike  lUFiinat  the  peace  of  tho  aavercign.<!. 
Ftieuds  comi'laLned  thnt  their  odvico  had  nut  been  foUowcil ; 
MOrt  ladte*  threw  iiji  their  placua  in  the  royid  Luuschold  with 
Aigaat,  W<»<ise  privik-ges  wore  ftbolisht'd  liy  tlie  new  constitu- 
liao,  mod  duchesses  were  deprived  of  their  tmditionary  stool 
or  tabiKiret.  Marie  Aiitoiuetle  vas  hurt  with  tliis  i:onditrt, 
SDd  contrasted  it  prohniily  with  the  ht:hiiTiour  of  Alailame  Ju 
Bmy.  Fnnii  the  comuienccnient  of  the  n"V(ihitii»n  tiie  ci- 
niftress  of  Louis  XV.  distinguished  herself  by  her  «csJ  tn 
finonr  of  the  queeu  ;  at  whose  court  she  knew,  however,  that 
Ae  ooold  never  hope  to  apiicar.  At  one  period,  hejiriug  tlint 
Ike  qoMO  wm  in  wnnt  of  money,  she  offered  her  tho  eoatiy 
aad  nwgui&cent  diamonds  alie  had  received  fntm  t])t>  late 
Idag.  Tbc  queen  th.-mkcd  her  and  doclinod.  After  tlie  events 
«t  A*  6th  of  Ocloher,  Madame  du  Barry,  at  the  risk  >>f  her  life, 
rMdved  the  wound.'d  gardes  du  corps  who  ha<l  defended  the 
•potment  of  Miirie  Antoinette,  and  attended  tlicni  with  the 
vtoxMt  devotedoeaa.  More  affected  by  this  trait  than  if  she 
had  tec«iwd  n  personal  favour  from  her  former  antagimiat, 
Marie  Antoinette  rouuuiAsioncd  nne  of  her  friends  to  go  and 
thank  Mad^ame  du  ft.irry  in  her  name 

Fortunntety  for  tlic  hivuour  of  tlie  French  female  noblesde. 
Madame  du  Barry  was  not  the  only  titled  huly  who  braverl 
real  peril  in  t^ie  caaitc  of  royalty.  The  bcAiitiful  Prioceas  uf 
|,*T>*«'1I*  no  sooner  learned  that  the  tjuecn  was  surrounded 
vith  danger,  than,  leaving  her  safe  asylum  in  England,  sho 
retomed  to  France,  and  dainicd  her  tM>st  of  xu ;  '  '  rtt  uf 
the  qaecn'a  household.     Not  long  before  tho  I  igust, 

a&e  obaemd  to  one  of  hot  friends :   **  K&  \W  \>«r^  ^g^svN 


:ioi 


WOMAJJ  IK  TJUCSCIL 


greater,  so 


do  I 


I 


fear  nothing."     ' 

Uicise  were  sulitary  uiatauce«  ;  and  th«  intrigoea  v(  tbe  i 

minded  enterics  who  etill  gnthfrc<J  :-    •'■  '  *'  ~     *-• 

lui^lit  woll,  wLen  j'.itued  to  tlxLv  cub.i 

the  luisaiiJtmt*;  cxclunrntii'it  she 

it  f»tc'd  then,  that  I,  with  the  i 

scntimenlx  I  have,  must  live  and  di«  amoDg  such  < 

With   Ihu  Lfgi^atiro  Asoembly,    .  "     '  !^  l«" 

Cuii:<tintciit,   aro30   a  new  and   {>L'>  .Ii«tiiied 

hiLsteu  lite  counti  of  the  ruvolulion,  and  to  iicriJtb 
iu  earliest  Tictims.      This   j>arty   (that  of   ihc  Oil 
jidded  to  the  iuflacncc  of  several  rcmarkablo  womon. 
it    '   ■'■      Mieiubers still a!^' 

KM  ill  the  iH»weT  (>l 

Coudurcet.     Theae  twu  hidies  succuuded  iii  prtKorttig  the  i 
pointmont  of  the  Count  of  Nnrbonne  as  War  Minuter. 
was  n  young,  hondsowe,  and  brilLiiuit  nttblcnuui,  and  a 
siouatc  uttacliiiiciit  was  &ud  to  be  at  Ui6  rnot  of  tlie  iutct 
testified  for  him  by  the  daughter  of  Xccktr  aud  Uu  ' 
Coudorcet.     But  gradually,  and  as  thuir  [toticy  asmow^  i 
more  reiniblicin  sh.'Xiic,  till-    "*       ''  f.s  fell  off 
de  Staiil,  who  still  remain-  J   to  her  i 

of  coastitutioDal  mounrchy.     A  Madamo  d'Udon,  bow  iw<I^ 
nigh    forgotten,  and  a  clever   actress,  naoicti  M.'>V' 
Cuadeille,  attrnctt<d  them  for  a  time  ;  their  powrer  v 
by  that  of  Madame  Roland,  a  woman  who3ii 
ably   eonnected   with    the   histiwj"  nf  the  C 
])iirty.     It  was  this  woman  whom  Qeucral  DtunuahM  tnSmA 
voured  to  fascinate,  when  he  «neeeedod  Narb-  Matkl 

178-.      Ilf  saw  lier  power  over  her  fr!«idi,  1  li'l 

i-ule  them  through  her.     IJut  if  Mjv'  nd  wasgraisH] 

jftud  lovely  as  a  Frcochwonian  of  th«,  .  .^,.... .  .iih  centuiy,  ifcj 

also  aa  austere  as  a  Rouinu  tuulruu.     Dumouriciz.  unp<i&-  j 
cipl«d  and  ■  'i  to  the  intrigin-8  of  il  '.•in 

smiled  at  ih    ■  icsa  of  hi-r  reitublican  en(.  .•*»-l 

lag  her  to  Lcr  brigbX  VuiooB  ^\  W  txVJiwi,  W  Mcrdtf  wiol»«d 
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^Hara  txia  attention  to  tho  more  practicable  object  of  Siiving 

^^■•rch^r  tu)d  the  queenly  Marie  Antoiaette.     Oonld  he  di> 

WKm,  be  knew  his  fortuue  wuuld  be  securti  for  ever ;  and, 

ri^oagh  ambitious,  the  diiriug  and  brilliant  Dumouricz  was 

alsu  capable  of  devoted  and  chivalrous  feeliiiga  :  the  task  of 

deliTering  from  the  toila  of  her  enemies  a  itniud  and  oppressed 

queen  was  aa  soothing  to  his  Tanity  as  the  long  vista  of  hon- 

1  its  accompUsiuueut  would  open  to  his  soaring  spirit. 

I  first  care  on  liia  appointmeat  was,  therefore,  to  seek  aii 

■iew  with  Marie  Aut<.>inettc.     He  found  her  alone,  pacing 

her  apartment  agitatedly.     Her  cheeks  were  flushed,  and  sbe 

I  looked  irritited.     She  was  probably  so  at  the  appointment  of 

DttmourieK,  who  had  the  reputation  of  being  a  vehement 

.l»cubin.     *'  Sir,"  said  she,  walking  ap  towards  him,  "  you  are 

'  DOW  all  powerful  ;  but  popularity  is  brief.     1  will  deal  frankly 

M    Neither  the  king  nor  myself  aubmit  willingly  to 
tntioaal  umovations  which,  have  been  forced  upon  j 
•e  BOW  tlie  part  you  wish  lo  take."    To  this  strange 
luid  imprudent  speeeli,  Dumouricz  replied  by  pointing  out  the 
neoesity  of  a|)peariiig  to  adopt  the  extreme  principles  it  was 
w  dtsiiable  to  control ;  such,  he  hinted,  had  already  been  his 
policy,     fiut  Marie  Antoinette  either  disliked  tliis  course  or 
•"d  the  general,  and  she  received  hi.s  advances  coldly. 
<  ouraged  by  this  repulse,  DuJnouriez,  whose  interest 
in  tho  fate  of  the  courageous  queen  was  increased  by  ler 
ykring  and  iin]irudent  tcm^ier,  continued  to  urgie  the  point ; 
^^^  falling  at  her  feet,  passionately  e.xclaimcd,  as  he  pressed 
[Iter  hand   to  hia   lips, — "  0  madam,  allow  yourself    to    be 
«vod  I"     Marie  Antoinette,  thbtking  he  acted  a  part,  remuiued 
iuHejiible.     She  certainly  erred  in  not  giving  the  plans  of 
liumouriex  a  fiiir  trial     Of  all  the  members  of  the  Girondist 
,  uunistry,  he  was  tlie  only  one  who  did  not  aim  at  a  rc]mbiic  : 
mm  only  one  really  devoted  to  the  king. 
^The  unhappy  monarch  daily  found,  in  hia  advisers,  enemieit 
rady  to  watch  and  expose  his  errors.     He  nnfortuuately  gave 
jtlMat  A  pretence  for  opposition,  by  refusing  to  aanetion  the 
UM|B^gainst  the  nonjuring  priests.     The  ministec^  t^nwu- 
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_a^t«d ;  he  dismissed  them,  but  caald  not  find 

«(!  them  :  the  senso  of  his  helpless  and  dte^tnte 
then  struck  him  so  forcibly  thjit  for  ten  days  be 
att«red  a  word.  The  queen,  filled  with  grief  ti  Ma  dffilnoyr 
state,  threv  herself  at  his  feet,  and  conjured  him,  in  her  mam 
and  that  of  her  children,  to  arouse  himself.  "  If  pttiiii  w 
mvat,"  she  euergetically  exclaimed,  "  let  us  periah  with  kco- 
our,  striving  for  our  cause  ;  and  let  us  not  remaia  to  be  iliM 
in  the  walls  uf  our  palace." 

The  organised  tostirrectioa  of  the  20th  of  June  1792,«]iiil 
foUavred  lite  dismissal  of  the  Girondist  nuiiistry,  seemoliW 
lined  to  humble  and  degrade  royalty  before  it  ahoold  bt 
crushed  for  ever.  An  infuriated  populace  brake  tsto  tht 
palace,  insulted  the  royal  family,  and  committed  erery  lio- 
leuce  short  of  assaseinatioQ.  Louis  XVX  ruse  into  sohlioitT 
through  mere  passive  courage ;  Marie  Antainiette  «M  hoot 
and  dignified ;  Madame  Elixabeth  devoted.  On  tha  M 
sounds  of  the  tumult,  the  young  priucesB  broke  from  du 
grasp  of  her  women  and  mshed  to  the  "  asnil  de  boBoi,"iriMR 
she  fonnd  the  king  suirouuded  by  an  angry  cromL  6Lt 
made  her  way  towards  Itim,  and  dasped  him  paasiaoatdy  is 
her  arms.  "  The  queen  !  it  is  the  queen  !"  exclaimed  a  bo- 
died voices  at  once,  and  at  that  hated  name  arma  tiM  ai 
^ttcred  threateningly  towaida  hor.  She  waited  her  exjMCiei 
fiite  iu  calm  and  alent  reagjutiun  ;  the  hurried  exphnitfct 
of  a  few  officers  of  the  palace  alone  saved  her  from  iiMt&S 
death.  "Ah!  why"  she  mournfully  czdaimed,  "did  pa 
undeceive  them !  Perh.ips,  hy  dying  for  IIm  qoeeti,  I  a^ 
have  saved  her." 

Bitlotly  couscions  that  her  presence  could  only  add  lo  ife 
peril  of  her  husband,  Marie  Antoinette  waa  corapelled  to 
main  with  her  children  in  her  own  apartment.  Her 
defenders  were  a  few  devot«d  nobles,  timid  altendanta, 
the  Princess  of  Lomballe  ;  who,  in  spite  i<l  the  qnwa's 
tiwties,  hod  hastened  to  her  post  on  the  Stat  nnaoar  •« 
daagor.  For  two  hours  the  populace  vociferated  at  the  d" 
ice.    It  was  at  length  thoogbt  pradaat  to  a)0|ij' 
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Hie  doors  were  thrown  open ;  the  queen,  her  children,  and 
;he  women  having  previously  been  entrenched  in  the  recess 
rf  a  window,  behind  a  wide  table.  Here,  for  three  hours* 
Muie  Antoinette,  with  unsubdued  couriigo  and  incomparable 
dignity,  stood  listening  to  the  insults  of  her  enemies  as  they 
passed  before  her.  The  women  especially  addressed  her  in 
the  fiercest  and  most  disgusting  language.  "  Did  I  ever  in- 
jure you  1"  at  length  asked  the  queen,  of  one  of  these  furies. 
"  No,"  she  answered  ;  "  but  you  are  the  foe  of  the  people." 
"Yea  have  been  deceived,"  mournfully  said  the  queen. 
"  Alas !  I  was  happy  when  you  all  loved  me."  "  Forgive 
me,"  said  the  woman,  bursting  into  tears ;  "  I  see  that  you  are 
good"  Even  Santerre,  the  fierce  hero  of  the  faubourgs,  was 
touched  at  the  sight  of  undeserved  ignominy  so  royally  en- 
dnred.  By  looks  and  broken  words  he  intimated  his  sym- 
pathy to  the  queen ;  and  from  that  time  held  secret  intelli- 
gence with  her.  After  being  indulged  in  their  tyranny  for  five 
hours,  the  crowd  were  at  length  dispersed.  The  emotion  of 
Marie  Antoinette,  on  beholding  her  husband,  betrayed  itself 
hy  hysterical  shrieks.  For  some  time  the  king  vainly  endea- 
voured to  calm  her ;  when  he  had  at  length  succeeded,  he 
perceived  that  he  stUl  wore  the  conrse  red  cap  he  had  been 
compelled  to  assume  in  order  to  save  his  life.  He  cast  it 
Way  indignantly,  bitterly  exclaiming,  "  Ah  !  madam,  did  you 
»me  from  Vienna  to  behold  me  thus  degraded  1" 

From  that  day  to  the  10  th  of  August,  the  sovereigns  lived 
1  the  full  consciousness  of  their  approaching  fate.  They  were 
'ersuaded  not  to  touch  the  meals  prepared  for  them,  and  to 
artake  in  secret  of  the  food  provided  by  a  few  faithful  ser- 
ants.  Their  own  apprehensions  were  of  a  more  serious 
ature.  "  They  will  not  assassinate  me,"  often  observed  the 
ing ;  "  they  will  judge  me  openly."  The  queen  entertained 
le  same  foreboding.  "  I  fear  that  they  will  try  the  king," 
le  said  to  Madame  Campan  :  "  an  for  me,  I  am  a  foreigner  j 
jcy  will  murder  me.  .  .  .  What  wiU  become  of  our  poor 
liildren  !"  She  wept  bitterly.  The  femme  de  chambre,  re- 
lemberiqg  how  subject  she  had  formerly  Wn  \a  &\»Km&  «xA 
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hjraUnci,  oSiBnd  ber  a  eompoung  drait^L  "  Kiy," 
qoMB,  with  dMp  tdiw— ,  "  it  >•  only  bappy  itwea  t 
feel  nenMMU.  I  need  no  soch  rrmetbert  now."  Aod  MmIu*  | 
Cuupaa  beara  witticM  tbit  Uia  hcftlth  of  her  topi  n>i<n*  I 
vai  never  no  utitfiitmly  e  oellettt  m  when  lier  whulc  euttpi  j 
were  called  forth  by  gr'oC 

Huia  Ant^tinu'tte   ai   arianed  hereelf  tu   tlie   tlnmoV  i/1 
death,  but  nut  to  the  c::  ^nuiios  of  her  foea,     She  '■■ 
liriied  an  >>:  <i{>cruit«Mliug  hcj  !uui,j 

pciiaon  sh'i  it.     "  Remainb«r,' *'i'^ ' 

queen,  "it  is  uut  bj  poi  oo,  but  by  calumny,  that 
or  all   the   nrcujutiuas  aguiiist  her,   iume    wuutnini  ^■ 
ilee|<ly  as  thAt  of  not  loving  Franc«^  luid  htin^  oill  i 
Uian  at  bciut.     Several  timeit  ^e  ^l 

ber  ajtartment,  in  urtler  tu  address  ti:  

her  window  t(>  insult  her.     "  Teai"  she  {KutBionately  rri'lilwe^ 

pacitig   her  room   vrith   burned   step%  her  cheeks  p'^" 

Bushvd,  and  her  hcArt  swelling  as  she  t^k»— "  y>*.  I  "... 

and  say  to  them,  Freuchntcn,  they  have  pemr 

d«  not  lovo  France!    That  I,  the  wifo  of 

mother  of  yciur  dau|)hin — 1,  Koatcd  on  the  p-L  •: 

Eurojip,  aud  blest  amuogHt  the  J;i" 

that  I  da  nut  love  Fnince !      Ah 

Vienna  nuw  t     Nuthing,  iiare  tumbs  !     What  buve  1  to! 

in  France  1     Everything  that  can  render  life  hononr 

dear  I "     8i>  sjioke  and  felt  the  iinliapjiy  qiiwn  ;  but  ( 

culm  refleclinu  soon  shewed  her  th.i'  ' 

Would  bo  made  in  vain.    The  evil  jhi^   _;;    . 

long  roused  iigtdust  her,  were  not  to  be  thoa  eileuoed  by  1 1 

heruic  words.     Not  until  nwiiy  yt-.'i:    "  i:.--«d«verl 

htWiiHrcd  grave  could  ev«n  her  Ui.  uiin  ju 

•uud  u!i  it  was  still  by  thoaa  foul  calumnies  which  had  I 

her  rlestniction. 

The  ttvente  of  the  20th  of  Jane  tilled  the  noble  tool  rf  1 
?nyette  witli  iti  '  ' 

anarchy. 
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)tfiil  iniiaino«  of  Unaton.  "  Never,"  she  energetically  ez- 
t«d,  "  win  we  aicoept  tho  aid  of  those  whi>  first  seijusd  un 
our  power.  If  wo  p«ruli,  we  shfill  pemh  with  digiJty  :  hi»- 
tnry  AWotta  lu."  The  queen  tlieii  tintertjiiiied  strung  hopes, 
fuQiKkNl  00  the  apprrxtcfa  of  the  foreign  tn.>op8.  One  night  iu 
Jfify,  while  ahe  wss  looking  at  the  tnwin,  she  obsenned  to  a 
friend  near  her,  "  When  in  a.  mouth  this  nioou  will  appear 
^ain  a«  «o  sec  it  now,  I  shall  be  treo  an<i  bnppy."  The  ro- 
t<ff<t»t,rm  which  the  8overei{$itt  bad  lung  felt  tu  furei^  iiiterren- 
now  over.  The  grooseet  iusulta  awaited  thorn  in  that 
when  their  predeoeaaon  had  reigned  aa  Iditg^,  and 
they  were  hold  as  the  hostogea  of  the  peoplo.  In  the 
chapel,  where  they  came  to  pmy,  the  aingeni  greeted 
vrith  the  MaraeiUmse  or  the  "  Ca  Ira."  On  otic  of  the 
Smdaya  of  Joty  they  ru[>cAtc<]  three  timcn,  with  luucb 
these  wnrtla  from  the  Ma^ti^cat :  "  IIu  luith  pnt 
mighty  from  their  seats,  and  exalted  them  of  low 
Every  day  the  eortatlffa  were  eontinnod  in  the 
riedgo  of  the  attack  the  fanboiires  intended  to  make  un 
palace.  One  night,  when  they  i-xpocti'd  it  to  take  plaoe, 
king  and  Madame  Eliailieth  agreed  not  to  waken  Mario 
Ite,  who  hAjtpened  to  he  nstc<ip.  She  oompLuned 
r,  <m  tlie  following  day,  that  whilst  bis  aiater  was  with 
aho  had  been  allowed  to  slumber  on.  "  I  am 
•he  added,   "  and  I   w  ill  abiure  every  one  of  hia 


day  oune  at  length.     The  inaorrection  of  the  1 0th  of 

AngiHt  Wa«  orgauisted  by  the  Jacobins  and  a  f>urtiou  uf  the 

Uiniodict  party.     They  united  for  a  moment   to  overthrow 

*oy»ltj  and  fimtid  the  republic,  and  to  resume  on  the  very 

next  day  their  bitter  and  fatal  disuiengiocia.     The  night  from 

'tiu  9tb  U>  the  10th  waa  spent  in  watchful  anzitity  by  the  ruyal 

The  king  confessed  himsdi^  and  calmly  prep>.<»red  fur 

More  buruic,  and  loaa  resigned,   the   (juecn  rainly 

to  c«i'  ic  t<«  him  her  uwu  spirit  of  ru«iatauce. 

aii  Mudame  Elizabeth  needed.  \w>  \it 

*  I«ulMi.  88, 
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tiiin  :  the  sftorifice  of  her  life  had  mternaUy  been  made  eror 
since  her  tltvotcdnpss  to  Ltr  brother  prevented  her  fromkaT- 
ing  the  kiiiydora  ivitk  her  other  reLitives. 

Froru  the  diuvti  tiJl  the  close  of  that  eventfnl  day,  tkt 
1  lehaviour  of  llarie  Antoinette  was  admirable;  She  was  true 
til  every  feeling  of  her  Tinture ;  true  to  the  impulsea  of  tte 
\vi>mivn,  the  mtitlior,  and  the  queen  :  whilat  the  king  submitted 
ivith  jiions  but  ill-tiiiiwl  resignation  to  his  deetiny, her  couiagu 
rose  witli  e%x'ry  new  danger.  Could  ehe  have  inipart«i  tias 
iuToism  to  her  husband,  a  desperate,  and  perhaps  euccesafij, 
ri^iwtitnce  would  have  taken  place;  Hb  timid,  erabanasse^ 
and  awkward  manner  chilled  the  ardour  of  his  defenders.  The 
qneetJy  bearing  of  ^Murie  i\jitoinette,  her  hurried  hut  etill  dig- 
nified Htej),  tlie  kindling  and  penetrating  glance  of  her  bloe 
eyes,  tlie  ines[pres.>iljle  m.'kjesty  of  her  pale  countenance, — 
tiverylhiiig  in  her  person  ,^ — roused  the  admiration  and  enthuair 
if  the  voIuntfCTS  before  whose  ranks  ahe  passed.   But  the 
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bwl  to  a  window ;  one  of  the  minintere  gently  drew  Ler 
"  Good  God  ! "  flhe  estl'iinied,  buratiiig  into  tears,  "  it 
be  king  they  (ire  hoiiting."  But  auch  was  Ler  aelf-conmmnd 
in  a  few  necouils  her  eyes  were  dry,  and  Ler  look  had 
ned'its  courngeoua  serenity.  Aecordiug  to  tlio  words  of 
wUo  saw  htT  then,  "  The  Austrittti  lip  and  tlic  nqulline 
_oo6e  fuller  than  usual,  gave  to  her  Counteimnce  something  of 
jenty,  which  they  tijiit  did  not  see  her  in  those  moments 
not  well  conceive,"  But  the  nwinner  in  which  the  king 
been  received  by  the  troops  ebnrged  to  defend  him,  dis- 
ened  even  the  henjic  Marie  Antoinette.  She  still  pro- 
howcver,  .against  the  course  recommended  by  their 
iaen — Umt  thfi  king  and  his  family,  giving  np  a  uaelesa 
Dec.  should  retire  before  the  peujile  liml  invaded  their 
V,  and  tfike  refuge  Lu  the  National  Assembly.  Tf>  yield 
'  without  a  struggle,  to  seek  the  protection  of  tho»e  who  hud 
DOght  flown  the  roy<vl  power  so  low,  and  to  for&iko  the 
ed  frieuda  who  were  now  ready  to  shed  their  blond  for 
sovereign,  seemed  to  Marie  Antoinette  the  height  of 
[nhilion  and  shame.  In  this  her  heroic  heart  inspired 
i  well.  What  did  tliia  concession  avail  Louis  XVI.  t  Ho 
cit<d  his  cmmi,  liia  kingly  dignity,  liis  life,  the  lives  of  his 
ily,  of  the  fiuthful  Swiss,  of  Lis  noble  ailbereiits — for  a 
fhance  of  Rafi'ty.  To  risk  all,  in  desperate  cases,  ia  often  the 
t,  the  highest  wiisdoui. 

lie  cheeks  uf  Marie  Aittotnettc  burned  with  shame  aa  the 

•:  li  took  this  rejiolvc,     She  ffillowed  him  in  silence. 

(I>  lo  I'lfiaibeth  and  her  children,  to  the  asylum  he 

1)0011  persuaded  to  choose.    On  reaching  the  A^sciahly,  the 

family  were  jilaeed  in  the  njirrnw  box  occupied  by  the 

ftpftper  reporters.     For  fourteen  hours  they  remained  there, 

ling  atmosphere,  listcnin'.;  to  the  dcliberatious  of  the 

and  to  the  sounrls  of  the  combat  carried  on  in  the 

they  had  abandoned.     Tlio  vict«jry  of  the  people,  the 

of  the  Swiss,  and  the  suspension  of  roj'al  power, 

Botinccd  in  their  presence.     The  king  preserved  his 

afnJ  culfiuje45;  tie  queen  her  indignnnl  an*!  wtiBiiiAviKA 
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bearing.  The  thought  of  the  ftieads  they  bitd  left 
them  to  p«mh  ;  of  the  children  who  slept  uucnnsdosa 
knee,  and  who  had  lost,  in  one  night,  tho  Purest  naln  tf 
Europe  ;  of  her  husband's  future  fate  ;  of  her  own  ;  of  poiRr 
and  glory  gone  for  ever,  might  tear  ber  heart  with  inwiri 
ftgnny,  bat  could  not  cause  one  sign  of  weakneaa  to  appev  <n 
lier  Impetial  brow. 

For  two  days  this  torture  was  renewed,  and  th«  n^il 
famDy  heard,  from  tbe  aamo  pla««,  the  deliberation  «( liw 
Assembly ;  eveiy  one  of  -wliicb  wna  to  them  aa  the  kndi  d 
their  fallen  fortunes.  Deprived  of  the  commonest  neceniH 
Marie  Antoinette  was  compelled  to  borrow  twenty-five  lnoii  of 
cue  of  her  attendiuits,  and  to  accept  tbe  change  of  linen  It 
Imrself  and  her  children  sent  by  the  English  ambasodnA 

On  the  third  day  the  captives,  for  such  they  were  kw, 
were  conveyed  to  the  Temple  :  a  gloomy,  monastic  retidoaea 
fit  prison  for  a  fallen  king.  Of  the  five  persons  who  eoKnd 
this  dark  dwelling,  three  left  it  fur  the  scaffold ;  <a»  ftr  * 
famgn  land,  where  she  still  dwells,  a  sorrowful  exile;  tix 
Bftli,  that  pure  and  lovely  child  who  slept  on  the  bomst' 
Jliirie  Antoinette,  died  within  the  wiills  of  bia  prjaon,  iftff  l> 
few  yeata  of  bodily  torture  and  mental  degradation,  tb*  inBO- 
cent  victim  of  the  crimes  and  errors  of  tus  nee,  and  d  tl» 
pitUiisss  vengeance  of  a  iwtiou. 
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IK  KSGaAV'ER'a  DADGHTEB,  UABA1I2  BOLAKD. 

Two  wometi  may  be  swd  to  have  acted  a  part  of  more  thau 
Mmmoa  imiiortance  ui  tbe  fall  of  nifinarcliy.  The  one,  as 
queen  of  Franco,  by  her  ill-timod  rosiatouco  to  the  revolution  ; 
the  other  by  her  imprudent  entbu»i;tsni  as  the  secret  ioapirer 
of  the  republican  pnrty. 

Though   thus  tending,  by  different  means,  and  with  far 

different  nhjects,  U>  the  same  end — -an  end  which  proved  ruin 

for  l»oth,  Mid  f(ir  the  prLncii>lo8  they  jin-ifesged — these  two 

women,  di\'ided  by  the  vast  ditferenc*  of  their  aocla)  positions, 

«r  mot.     Their  struggle  wiv»  cwriwl  on  through  the  men 

influenced.     This  ia  no  vague  assertion :  the  struggle 

d ;  it  was  a  long  and  severe  one — the  stni^Ie  of  ener- 

roaction  represented  by  Mario  Antoinette,  and  of  repnb- 

lican  Ardour  embodied  by  Modniue  Robuid.     The  queen  was 

curtaiidy  no  uiore  the  whitlt*   reaction   than  the  engraver's 

j,  daaghter  wns  the  whole  rc[rablican  jMvrty ;  but  it  is  a  signifi* 

^H|t  and  iui])ortant  fact,  to  find  in  two  women  the  fittest 

^Hpreseut&tiveti  of  the  great  principles  which  divided  France 

I  tt  that  momentous  period  of  her  history. 

We  have  (dready  dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  conduct  of 
ie  Aiitninetle  ;  on  the  imprudence  whieh  hastened  tlie 
of  Louis  XVX ;  on  the  herowrn  which  gave  to  tlmt  fall 
0  of  her  own  native  dignity.     Whilst  the  queen  thus  pur- 
hcr  ill-advised  course,  Madame  Rohmd—as  lovely,  high- 
Ited,  ftnd  inflexible  as  the  daugliter  of  Murin  Theresa,  but 
\em  of  her  frivolous  grace,  and  with  an  intellect  of  mors 
amling  grasp  and  energy — gathered  around  her,  by  the 
pover  of  her  beau^  and  eloijaenoe,  &  pait^  ol  \;e^'CL\j«&  %ai^ 
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iirtlcnt  men,  who,  yielding  to  her  in3{ilmUoDB,  hurried  ¥e 
towards  a  brief  aiid  prematuru  rvpublic. 

Beautiful — but  of  that  chaste  mid  almost  spiritiul  hemtf 
which  is  felt  and  not  portraytHl — ull  and  graceftil  in  {M'rina, 
■with  a  bread,  cleAr  hrviw,  blue  eyes,  deep  and  thuaj;htfal, 
(krk  ctirlLng  locks  that  clustered  around  her  ueck,  aad  feitBiei 
which,  if  not  strictly  regnlnr,  were  full  of  tif?  and  ezpnnioD, 
Madame  Buland  exercised  an  IrresiBtible  fascination  nn  all 
those  who  approached  her.  Orcat  as  was  the  pjiwia-  uf  let 
personal  charms,  it  yielded  to  that  of  her  vnice.  Thi«'  who 
had  heard  it  once  could  never  forget  it  again.  The  low,  diar 
tones — 81)  mellow  and  ao  deep — haunted  them  bke  a  strain  nf 
exquisite  melody  tlirough  years,  long  after  she  who  gate  tlifin 
iittenince  had  perished  on  a  .scaffold. 

But  the  real  source  of  Madame  Roland's  inflncnoe  mM  U 
sought  in  her  daiuitless  and  uoble  character.  To  the  amto* 
heroism  of  a,  Roman  matron,  she  united  that  Miintir*  loii 
paasjonate  entbuaiasm  utikuown  to  the  aucients ;  acd  wliidi 
has  sjtrung  from  Cliristituiity,  with  its  fouut  of  louudka 
l<ive,  Mid  its  yearning  thirst  of  self-aacrifice.  tireat,  indeed, 
as  her  talents  were,  they  were  Cir  surpassod  by  a  sptril  u 
heroic,  and  yet  as  womanly,  as  ever  teuantetl  '  *  "  ti. 
Earnest  and  deeply  convinced   herself,  she   i"  ..'■x 

others  :  her  elorjui'nce  was  not  merely  the  eloquence  of  gemni 
it  sprtuig  from  the  heart,  and  had  that  power  which  thi--  hart 
alone  can  give. 

There  is  nothbig,  [lerhaps,  more  reuiarkalde  in  the  lujl*»7 
of  this  cniineut  woman  than  the  simple  dignity  of  her  oitikt 
years.  We  may  take  her  frotn  her  obscure  youth,  and  (Jliif 
her  to  the  scaffold  ;  we  still  (iud  her  the  s;i  ntf, 

and  independent  being,  bearing  her  tmmti  iid 

jMjverty  with  the  same  fortitude  which  shn  aftcrwanis  di^ 
played  in  a  prison,  witJi  the  i>rosi>ect  of  a  c«naiu  death  lielkt 
mff'  It  is  in  this  coroplotcness  of  her  character  that  lie*  ill 
^h^  it4  perfect  greatness.  Million  I'liHpon  wnx  Inim  at  Ttr». 
^Bbe  year  1750,  of  obscure  but  respectnlile  parents-,  htt 
^B|r  vaa  an  engraver  of  some  talent,  and  in  eosjr  axamr 
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~'      VIS  surronndt'd  from  her  youth  by  those  jinrw 
i./hji'iHX'n  wliii-h.  not.withsUmding  tiie  scepticism 
>  age  still  lingered  iu  the  hiiuilile  homes  of  the  boargeoiR. 
(IS  ik  child  Maui>ii  was  grave  and  thuughtfal,  iwid  dis- 
ced an  inflexible  temper,  strange  in  one  su  young.     She 
to  pcTstiasiou,  but  resisted  force  or  arbitrtiry  will  with 
eliiug  ftbstinacy.     When  she  was  about  six  yciirs  old, 
I  was  ordered,  during  one  of  her  childish  ilhietwcs,  to  take 
n  dnuight :   the  disgust  natural  to  her  age  mi 
Her  fiither  inimciliatfly  admiiiisterud  tu  hel 
[ituii  ch.istist'jiierit,  and  imperatively  bftdo  her  obey ;  she 
fuaed  again,  and  the  correction  was  repeated  ,■•  a  tkird  iii- 
Dction  tu  drink  the  medicine  was  then  delivered  to  her ; 
bis  tiuio  the  cluld  said  ntithiug :  without  even  deigning  tu 
[Iter  a  rofnsnl,  she  nffered  Jiex-sclf  silently  to  the  expectal 
w.     A  gentle  prayer  and  remonstrance  from  her  moi 
3  then  interfered,  sutSeed  to  make  her  comply  :  overpo' 
her  strong  reluctance,  sh«  dniiik  off  the  medicine  without 
litalioi).      Struck  with  the  indomitable  resolution  of  his 
r'a  tcmi«;r,   M.   Phlipon  yielded  her  eatirely  to 
3cnt  of  hb  wife,  and  forbore  exerdsiog  over 
judicious  tyrflnny,  whii'h  might  pen'ert,  but  could 
le,  the  native  energy  of  her  diameter. 
Notwithstanding  the  iiiSe.xibiUty  alio  disjilayed  wheni 
bought  herself  the  victim  of  iiijnsticc  or  civjiriee,  M, 
^abitunlfy  of  a  gt>.ntle  and  serene  diHposition.    Her  ear] 
»tion  wrt8  a  passionate  fondness  for  books  and  fl(»wi 
of  which  she  afterwards  cheered  her  prison  solitm 
child  in  years,  a  woman  in  the  depth  aud  eanieatDess  o', 
'  '     flen  be  .seen  seated  in  n  recess  of  her 
ig  for  itiHim  over  an  old  volume  of 
ch'»   Live»;  her  cheeks  fluahed,  and  her  eyes  swim- 
tears,  OS  «hc  dwelt  on  the  immortal  pugca  which 
rciUi«d  and  inspired  bo  many  heroic  sgiirits.     Often  then 
r.d  book  fell  from  her  feTasp,  whilst,  with  brow  bent 
clasped  hnnils,  she  silently  wept,  to  think  that  she 
BOt  born  iu  ancient  S^Mtrta  or  gluriuua  llome.    \«V<!.'Vk.V!a: 
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mother,  &  woman  of  remark^blo  beaaty  and  geatlenen^  1 
to  draw  away  ^Ntanon  from  her  books,  for  wbkli  the  i 
has  already  been  obserred,  alwmya  feh  a  ncaagB ; 
offered  her  flowers.  The  Tolame  of  Flutedi,  hoimci^  lift 
her  bat  seldom  :  she  secretly  curied  it  with  hm,  iMtnd  d 
her  prayer-bouk,  whenever  Madame  Fhlipoo,  lAo  mt  i» 
tremely  devout,  took  her  to  the  pariah  dnudi  ^jobig  Lai 
The  deeds  of  the  heroic  men  of  old  were  tha  "Attoof  tti 
Apostles "  which  steeled  the  sonl  of  the  mar^  of  liba^. 
Unconscious  of  the  stem  future  destioed  to  htK,  ifea  abn^ 
envied,  perchance,  in  the  dreams  of  her  duUhood^tlait^iNaiy 
and  yet  glerious  fate  which  has  lerealad  her  to 
And  is  not  character,  indeed,  that  aeoret  power  of  : 
life  and  events  which  was  so  long  ealled  deatmjt 
The  parents  of  the  young  Manon,  prond  of  li 
beauty  and  singular  talents,  strained  their  meaiiB  to  gin  kr 
on  education  worthy  of  her,  though  far  abora  i 
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Mipljr  touched  her  heart,  already  thirating  for  setf-^acrificfl. 
ielding  to  her  earnMt  prayers,  her  parents  allowed  her  to 
id  a  year  Lu  a  convent.  In  this  calm  retreat  her  mind 
M}nired  tlie  deep  and  subdued  tone  of  feeling  characteristic 
'  those  persons  who  have  Jived  in  lonelinesa  and  self-corn- 
DuioQ.  ahe  loved  to  sit  apart  from  her  companions,  read- 
and  medihiting  in  the  ealitarj  avenues  of  the  grounda  by 
hich  the  convent  wns  smrronndod,  or  to  muse  in  the  lonoly 
liiistors,  over  the  grave  of  soma  departed  nun,  familiariaing 
VT  8<)q1  with  the  Boleniu  thoughts  of  death  and  eternity. 
hough  tho  religious  sentiments  of  ilunon  Phlipon  yielded, 
1  a  later  period,  to  the  iicepticism  of  the  age,  their  purifying 
ifluence  in  to  be  Irwced  through  every  stage  of  her  exiai 
hey  iniiJurted  to  her  character  that  tenderness  and 
rtitnde  which  marked  her  domeatic  and  public  life, 
loitened  down  the  almost  pagan  heroism  of  her  last  hoi 
When  the  young  girl — for  she  was  now  no  longer  a  cliili 
it  the  convent,  and  rotunied  to  her  fathers  houjie,  it  was  to 
life  of  severe  retiremt-nt.  For  several  years  she  remained 
secluded  within  tho  pure  atmosphere  of  dcuncetic  lif<9. 
gi<in,  fttufly,  and  humble  household  cares  dlled  her  quiet 
istcnce,  and  fortified  her  soul  for  future  struggles.  An 
itive  correspondence  which  she  then  carried  on  with  two  of 
T  convent  friends,  Ilenriette  and  Sophie  Cannet,  shews  how 
Im  anil  obscure  waa  the  life  she  led.  The  influence  of  early 
i)*  felt  throughout  every  woman's  Uln ;  her  world  is 
tally  uiward  :  it  m  in  the  practice  of  homely  duties,  in 
;bt  bat  repeated  trials  and  sutTerings,  that  she  acquires  the 
geutlenesa,  the  habit  of  calm  endurance,  which,  iu 
impatient  man,  are  the  result  of  judgment  or  iron  will, 
anon  accustomed  herself  to  a  severe  self-discipline.  She 
early  convinced  that  it  ia  more  easy  to  t«presa  our  passions 
an  to  satisfy  them  with  due  moderation.  Whenever  her 
i^ination  seemed  to  her  iu  need  of  control,  she  thert*- 
cd  geometry  and  algebra  with  passionate  ardour. 
iS  anst^ira  turn  of  her  mind  made  her  dislike  the  licentious 
ela  then  in  fiishion ;  history  even  losl  its  cWtm-i  tet  V 
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8bi>  missed,  in  the  events  and  characters  to  whidi  it  lAoiA, 
the  heroi%m  aiid  dignlt}'  sLv  riinly  kmged  to  bud,  acd  which 
abe  sought  for  n  vhile  in  the  stem  doctrineii  of  th*  Stoia 
The  change  which  titeii  (-  in  bcr  religiiNB  OfUtm 

cmiiirmed,  instead  of  'we.i  ids  fta^terity  of  {Jliadtill 

The  phUogophical  works  of  the  time  destmjred  lier  failk.  In 
she  proceeded  oo  the  eironeous  principle  thst  die  ww  btoBi 
to  prove  logically  to  herself  uvery  article  of  her  cned ,  bat 
her  soul  ■vroi  eo  noble  and  so  pure,  that,  whilst  she  gm  up 
her  fanner  belief  Id  immortalitv,  and  eren  far  •  tisc  lur 
fjiith  in  the  existence  of  a  Gvd,  she  did  Doi  awervc  6ihb  lie 
severe  line  of  duty  she  hnd  early  resolved  to  iMlofit  "IV 
goapet,"  she  writea  to  her  derout  friend,  Sopli&t  OHoeC,  ti< 
irhom  she  candidly  cmifesaed  her  scepticinn,  "is  tk«  bat 
book  1  know,  I  receive  this  aduiimble  oude  of  bkiciK  >^ 
am  resolved  to  conform  toy  -whole  conduct  to  it."  60  mnon 
waa  she  u«t  to  yield  to  the  secret  tmpolse  of  jmmtm,  la  Wr 
change  of  belief^  that  she  o^ienly  dodared,  "  tLat  vbcn  •• 
doubt,  tre  must  live  as  though  we  believed  ;"  a  lecfKieija 
very  foreign  in  practice  tu  that  of  the  eightccntli  tainrt, 
vhosi:  philosophers  believed  in  little  or  notliiB^  and  adoi 
Moording  to  their  faith. 

Hie  errors  of  Manon  were  those  of  her  onderslaiadiDf ;  br 

heart  remained  pure.     She  confessed  that  wbea  site  Bilimi 

-  tu  '  ' '>tvely  of  reason,  she  '  it  was  then  that  ilw 

'r«  ^:it  she  called  "  the  i  y  irutlis  M 

iiut,  even  when  she  adopted  tboee  do^nting 

their  widt'.st  extent,  she  coaceived  henelf  boond  to 

the  sclf-denriiig  virtues  of  Christianity,  as  fuDy  '■ 

been  convinced  uf  the  immortality  of  the  soul  ud  tlw  I 

reward  of  virtue.     "  Sincmty  with  myaclf,  and  tlie  1 

onnduct  with  the  system  whicb  I  shall  hare 

er  it  may  be)  dkaU.  at  wery  time,  prove  tfae  < 

my  care,  and  tbe  end  ot  my  eflurt^v"    A  ooUe 

^Of  fiutli,  to  which  she  ever  remainod  trae. 

W\  v^r^  ^et«  Xbna  s^«v\.V(j  ^K&na  m  W 


CHANGE  TN  MAITON'S  SELIGIOUS  OFKnOKa        S49 

ahe  occasionally  amused  herself  mth  literary  composition,  bat 
without  the  least  intention  of  devoting  herself  to  aathorship. 
*'I  early  perceived,"  she  observes  in  her  Memoirs,  "that  a 
female  author  lost  more  than  she  gained,  since  she  M'as  dis- 
Uked  by  the  men,  and  criticised  by  her  own  sex."  This  wise 
indifference  to  mere  reputation  did  not  extend  to  political 
matters.  In  spite  of  the  obscurity  of  her  birth  and  station, 
Kanon  could  not  feel  herself  foreign  to  the  welfare  of  her 
country.  She  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  struggles  between 
the  Parliament  and  the  cruwn.  Even  then  she  was  eminently 
republican  in  her  feelings  and  opinions  :  she  resigned  herself 
to  an  absolute  monarchy,  but  always  regretted  that  she  was 
Dot  bom  under  a  democratic  government. 

The  philosophic  and  popular  spirit  which  had  been  gradu- 
ally descending  through  every  class  of  the  nation,  now  began 
tu  pervade  the  bourgeoisie.  Manon  adopted  eagerly  the  doc- 
trines of  equality  and-  brotherhood,  which  the  philosopheni 
Lad  borrowed  from  Christianity,  even  whilst  they  denied  its 
Divine  origin.  Like  Milton's  archangel,  "  severe  in  youthful 
beauty,"  she  gazed  with  austere  displeasure  on  the  follies  and 
vices  of  the  elegant  world,  wliich  she  beheld  from  afar. 
Wounded  pride,  and  a  sense  of  her  own  worth,  gave  strength 
to  those  feelings;  but,  wherever  chance  might  have  placed 
her,  a  soul  so  anient,  and  naturally  so  democratic  as  was  hers, 
could  never  have  sympatliiscd  with  the  aristocratic  indiffer- 
ence and  f  rivolousncss  of  the  upper  classes.  On  the  acces.sion 
of  Louis  XVL  and  Marie  Antoinette,  her  parents  took  her  to 
Versailles.  She  saw  at  a  distance  the  splendours  of  the  court, 
«nd  marked,  with  contempt  and  irritation,  the  idolatrous  wor- 
ship paid  by  the  courtiers  to  the  new  sovereign.  She  thought 
of  ancient  Athens,  that  seat  of  magnificence  and  freedom ; 
but  she  only  thought  of  its  just  and  happy  times.  She  forgot 
the  death  of  Socrates,  the  exile  of  Aristides,  and  the  condem- 
nation of  Phocion :  "  I  did  not  know,"  she  adds,  whilst  re- 
tracing those  emotions  of  her  youth  in  her  lonely  prison, 
•'that  Heaven  reserved  me  to  witness  errors  like  those  of 
'which  they  became  the  victims,  and,  after  liavm^  \stttfcss«!,>i. 
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their  principles,  to  partidpate  io  tiie  0orf  of  m 
Mcutiira." 

These  republican  feelings  increased  the  stoical  notaia  rf  !■ 
character :  she  looked  ttpon  life  as  a  itragf^  and  a  iif. 
The  knowledge  of  truth  ackd  the  ootutant  km  of  iimilwd 
wore  the  only  boona  ehe  asked  of  Heaven :  "  0  Tbot,  «t* 
bast  pLioed  me  upon  cartb,^  ahe  ezdaiated,  addnailgltli 
Diviaity,  to  whom,  in  ipite  of  aophistical  Argnmsuti,  br 
heart  ever  returned,  "  graat  me  to  fulfil  my  desdnj  k  ^ 
manner  most  cunformnble  to  Thy  holy  will  and  the  good  i^ 
my  brethren."  But  this  restgnatton  wae  not  eotiR^  U^w 
viewed  her  poiition  with  involuntary  diasatis&ctiotL  Sbii^ 
that,  with  her  opinions,  ^e  was  shackled  by  th*  tMai  rf 
society :  ahe  was  not  free,  she  coold  not  act ;  and,  as  i» 
passiiinately  excliumed,  addres&ing  her  friend,  **  Mj  wMl 
itreiigth  is  wasted  in  vainly  endeavouring  ti>  tihaka  off  my 
fetters,  O  Liberty  I  idol  of  energetic  souls,  eovoix  nf  ctwj 
virtue,  thou  art  but  a  name  for  me," 

Tlie   vmtings  of  Rouasenu,  with  which  she  b^uM  »■ 
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betrt,  left  her  father's  botue  on  the  appointud  day,  j 
pRweeded  to  the  gloomy  dwelling  in  tUo   Rue  de  1«  I 

when  liutuMMUi  then  roddod.     Sfao  accendcd  the 
sfeuivase,  and  paused  before  the  narrow  door  uf  the  illiiB- 
trioas  Oenevcse,  with  mingled  cntcUon  luid  respect.     She  rang 
bell  ;  the  emur-fiiced  Therese  uj>eni^  the  duor,  eyed  her  j 
iciiMiAly,  nnd  when  she  hud  cxitlainod  the  object  of  her  \ 
fisit,  altruptly  infunucd  hr.r  tU:it  M.  It<m»!<cmi   knew  sbo  wa» 
not  the  author  of  the  letter  ube  Lad  acut ;  that  the  atrntagwa    . 
WM  diKuvured,  mid  Uut  he  wonld  not  xco  hor ;  with  lbi«  aba  1 
doMd  the  duor  iu  her  face.     Little  did  ItousKoau  annpect 
that  tb»  younn;  girl  tbtis  uDoeronioniou«lj  diamiseed  fr<>tu  Im 
tlmMkhald,  wtis  destined  to  become  one  of  the  firiit  and  moat 
•-'■•■*-■  ^na  victimn  of  tiie  detniKratic  priuciplea  it  had  been  the 
f  his  lifetime  Ui  teach. 

t  tlie  nHn<l  of  the  engraver'a  daughter  vaa  thus  al>- 
y  study  aiul  jilidoitophy,  h«r  aeren*  and  luodust  beauty 
attncted   much  admiration  in  tb«  vioiuity  of  her  father'a 

She  rvceivwl  viirimia  offers  of  inarriajje  from  wetdtbj  J 
but  refiuied  tliem  ali     The  idea  of  uniting  hofaelf  I 
te>  a  man  «iUi  taatcs  and  fcoliti^n  inferior  to  her  own  n:volt«d   I 
to  reutaiu  idtigle  wils,  in  her  o{>iii)on,  a  far  moro  preferable    ' 
Shs  watched  with  jealoua  cure  over  every  feeling  of  her 
■ad,  »■    '  V  a  foreknow Unlge  of  her  high 

;  p«wi'  _  _"■;»•»  anything  njacmWiiig  un 

«ff«ctioa  A  young  man  named  De  la  Klimeheriii 
however,  some  tmpr(».<tion  upon  her.  Flo  was 
and  talented ;  she  thout|;hl  hia  chamctor  rqaal  tu  her 
Oim,  and  iorwlod  him  with  all  Uie  hcroiaai  and  magnanimity 
ta  whkli  h«r  ardent  auiU  delighted.  Eventa  soon  undeceived 
hm  i  abe  beheld  in  La  Itliincherie  au  ordinary  mortal,  and  her 
lorte  vaiiiabod  with  the  illuiuun  which  had  civaU>d  it  "Iff 
mold  bo  mdnced  to  love  by  mere  eytoight,"  she  wrote  t<> 
Bopfaic  Cauuet,  "  I  would  sooner  die  of  ^Iiame  tiiaii  yield  to 
I  loTc"  '■  Bum  iiotliiiig  of  what  I  write  to  you,"  abe  i>b- 
id,  inaI]B«ion  t«  the  name  stil>j<ct,  and  betray iug that  «\S.- 
B^r wtieb  «r«r  ciaratterwcd  her ;  " ctm tlba\A& m'^- VAVcr^ 
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be  one  day  seen  by  the  wlmlo  world,  I  do  tint  wisli  to  i 
the  only  proofe  of  my  fcfliiigs  and  my  wcakucea."  )ta» 
ccrtMnly  did  not  dre&m,  as  ske  wr(it«  this,  tlwt  ber  npp«dM 
would  Mte  dny  be  realised,  aud  that  tbe  coDfidential  U»m 
addressed  to  Sujihio  Cannot,  and  carvfally  preotrwd  lif  ho, 
would  Ixi  gmblisbed,  aiid  reveal  U>  the  world  all  tW  fwitj 
and  triitU  of  her  nature. 

The  suddcu  dcaih  of  Madame  Pblipon  ms  tlie  fn(  ml 
sorrow  which  fell  on  her  danghtcr.  Sbo  had  loved  bar  attlv 
passionately,  and  her  grief  was  overuhehulng.  Sba  gaitiBl 
isank  into  a  state  uf  languor,  which  for  some  tiiiM  fiiifaiigm4 
her  life.  With  her  good  aud  gentle  mother  Taoiibod  tW 
hnpiiinesa  Miinon  had  enji>ycd  in  tiro  home  of  btr  }«a>k 
Her  fikther  plunged  into  <lLsHipatio(i  itnd  cxtnTagiaec,  td 
foolishly  squandered  his  daughters  projierty  wt  wisD  u  la 
own.  The  grief  she  felt  at  M.  Phlipon's  imprudent  Mwlad, 
and  her  own  altered  prospeets  coiUd  not,  howerw,  dittnrli  tk< 
cheerful  serenity  uf  Manon's  temper  :  she  found  ia  all  h«r  •"(- 
row  that  severe  pleasure  which  rebuild  from  tlio  con 
of  iuward  rectitude  and  unmerited  reproach  calmly  i 
Siie  &^w  clowda  lowering  orer  her  dark  hoiizoo,  bat  thel 
not  away  fnnra  the  path  ;  she  still  went  onward, 
her  courage,"  in  her  own  forcible  eJipreasiua,  "a«  a  cixii 
around  her,"  and  calmly  waiting  the  coming  of  the  rtor. 

Notwithstanding  the  altenition  -  '  '  '      '  .•  fore«iw  m  trr 
ffttlier'a  i-ireumstanccs,  MaiioQ  still  .  refused  tu  mm;. 

It  w:iS  not  until  her  hand  v':is  asked  by  ivoian<l  do  la  FTih>W 
that  hc»  resolve  watered.     Koknd,  whom  she  had  known  *■» 
scvertl  ye.-ir*.  was  then  on  the  verge  of  fifty.     Tall  01- 
in  person,  rcncn*ed  mid  soinewlmt  abrupt  in  It 
a  liarsh  voice  and  a  severe  Itiok,  few  woul 
Riilnnd  Ukely  to  fasduato  a  young  and  beantifiil  v. 
Nor  was  it  love,  indeed,  which  Maiton  fett  for  him. 
lior  Tjubajipy  exx»efimont  with  La  Blandurie,  ahe  held  l»i». 
OS  a  beautiful  chimera      But  if  she  did  Div  m 

^jtMlity  of  tliia  fceViu'» — svycVx  a&  %\\a  uuderst'    .  .:     -jit 
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by  of  a  ■woman's  timbitlon  as  tbnt  of  wife  and  mother.    Be- 
Kth  tJio  austere  aspect  nf  Roland,  elie  saw  and  admired  » 
orthy  of  «ui  acciciit  philosopher  Ly  its  stem  and  un- 
virtues.     His  character  waa  one  which  the  passionate 
tT  of  Plutarch's  heroes  could  well  appreciate.    In  her 
ittsiaam  she  even  over-rated  his  qualities ;  of  which  a  rigid 
ttuwimproniifiing  honesty  of  purpose  was  the  inost  prouii- 
If  there  was  in  him  much  to  commaad  esteem,  it  could 
:  said  that  there  was  much  to  love. 
9  beauty  and  sujKsrior  mind  of  Mademoiselle  Phlipon  iii- 
I  Roland  with  a  very  sincere  feeling  of  admiration.     With 
pprubutiou,  he  asked  her  hand  frum  her  father ;  hut  M. 
[iI»on  had  conceived  a  secret  dislike  for  the  ri^d  philosopher, 
refused  to  give  his  consent.     Maiion  acted  with  sudden 
tuiexpected  decision.      Several  circumstances  had  long 
sdcrcd  it  desirable  that  she  should  cease  to  reside  iu  her 
r'a  house  ;  shy  now  left  it,  and  retired  to  the  convent 
nhe  Lad  formerly  spent  a  year.     The  narrow  income 
:  IumI  inherited  from  her  mother  did  not  permit  her  to  enter 
)  ttftablinlimcnt  as  a.  boarder :  she  only  rented  a  amaU  room, 
lahe  prepared  her  own  food,  consisting  of  the  coarsest 
heapcst  vegetables.     Notwithstanding  tha  eeverity  of  her 
livations,  books,  music,  and  drawing,  still  yielded  her  their 
stomoti  pleasures  ;  the  only  interruption  to  these  occupa- 
.  was  the  t'uuv  she  devoted  to  the  mending  of  her  father's 
for,  notwithstanding  their  separation,  she  still  rigidly 
Jed  the  most  minute  of  her  duties  towards  him,     Tho 
,9cnso  of  frvetlom,  and  the  secret  and  severe  pleasure  she  alwAya 
ad  iu  btuic  endumace,  supported  her  under  this  trying  ^ 
Dsatiou. 

Roland  look  six  months  to  reflect  on  the  course  he  had 

it  with  regard  to  JludemoiaeUo  I'hlipun.     When  he 

'  I'arts — he  luid  been  at  Amiens  all  this  time — be 

cniuncd  ou  offering  her  his  hand  once  more.    The  cool  pru- 

Doe  of  hi:}  cnuduct  hud  gre:\tly  aimtcd  her  hrst  enthusiasm ; 

lit  the  high  esteem  she  felt  for  \m  chiiracter,  more  than  thu 

I  «f  Lcr  loDclintisuf,  induced  her,  after  a  \it^ie^\.1i<i\'l&\i^aT^^*» 


alk-natwl  from  him  tl. 

hijjh  estoem  she  fvlt  f, 

n'piiscd  ill  liiT,  and  I 

-^fiulam(.■  Il.ilaiiil  to  In 

afur  Ii.T  maiTi,i:.'e  slu" 

he  was  iiisi>fctor  of  .>(.' 

theiv  that  slio  j;av<'  i,ii 

Kmhira  wliom  ^h(>  .s.>  j 

From  thi'  tiixt.  Mad; 

iitiTary  lalxmr.s  he  un 

tioiis,  correcti'd  the  jm 

OIK'  of  lier  hiu'h  talents 

diet  his  ojiinions.      l.),i 

were  the  only  ivl.ixatio 

eiifo.     From  Aniions  tl 

frani-ho  near   Lymis,  i 

lioland,  thoii^'h  not  w 

liiLshand's  relatives — a  j 

l;i\v — led  the  same  ealn; 

hai)j)ine.ss  uhieh  attend 

wlf-inijiosed  duty.     H, 
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sfee  commanicatcd  to  tbe  colder  laind  of  her  hoaband, 
0  knew  not  what  events  might  bring  forth  for  her ;  but. 
ler  it  was  good  or  evil,  she  rejoiced  with  Lcr  whole  heart 
prospect  of  the  general  welfare,  and  energetically  pro- 
her  williiignesa  to  Bnbmit  without  a  mumiur  to  whatever 
'fete  mii^ht  decree.  "  Blood  may  be  shed,"  she  enthasiiistieally 
wrote  from  her  retirement  to  a  friend,  "  but  t3Tanny  will  not 
be  re-catablighed  :  her  iron  throne  is  tottering  throughout  all 
Europe.  The  efforts  of  the  potentates  can  only  accelerate  its 
£|1L  Let  it  fall !  even  though  wo  should  be  buried  beneath 
ins  !  A  new  generation  will  arise  to  enjoy  the  freedom 
iiave  be(|ucaClied,  and  to  bleas  our  efforts  in  its  caa»e." 
dim  consdouaaeBS  of  the  future  seemed  to  haunt  her 
intnd  even  in  the  oalm  retreat  of  VillefrancLe.  As  early  as 
1790,  we  find  her  protesting,  in  a  letter  to  one  of  her  pohtical 
fricnda,  that  "  whenever  it  may  be  her  destiny  to  die,  she  shall 
know  how  to  leave  life  with  feelings  worthy  of  her  frienda 
and  her  coaiitry."  It  ia  easy  to  ima^ne  with  what  feelings 
uf  deep  interest  she  watched  from  her  solitude  the  progress  of 
vvcnt&  The  time  was  gone  when  slie  wept  ut  not  having  been 
hren  in  one  of  the  republics  of  old.  Now,  she  proudly  thought, 
id  no  longer  envy  ancient  freedom.  Was  she  not 
uerated,  and  free  ?  The  political  opinions  of  Roland 
him  to  be  elected  one  of  the  first  members  of  the 
icijiality  of  Lyons :  he  was  sent  to  Paris  by  this  body  in 
eady  i>art  of  1791.  Madame  Roland  accompanied  him  to 
capital. 

iwt  immediately  after  her  arrival,  she  hastened  to  the 
lent  Assembly.     Slie  was  dissatisfied  with  all  she  saw 
there.     Her  clear  and  practical  mind  soon  grew 
JVauied  of  the  endless  diacusaons  which  marked  every  nieet- 
Bhe  hml  htttiv  f:iitli  in  curtalitutional  monarchy.     That  a 
which  could  rtgain  its  eutiro  freedom,  should  surrender 
nsidernblc  portion  of  it  to  a  monarch  formerly  possessed 
:Iiority,  and  never  regret  it;  and    that  this 
•  1  in  the  idea  of  divine  right,  should  be  salts- 
with  eiactJj'  the  portion  of  power  given  \uva\)7  VSit  via.\ji'sa. 
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and  nerer  seek  for  more,  seemed  to  bcr  equally  danccrrw  lai 
improbAble,  The  crent  shewed  tlmt  ahe  was  in  tht  rixHi 
ihat  abuses  bad  extended  too  f;ir  for  constitutiuDal  mim»tii 
t«>  prove  successful  in  Frwice,  and  that  m  rrpnbiie  wa*  »ln"l 
tbv  only  possilile  solution  of  nutiteroos  difficulties.  Hob&J 
hnd,  amongst  the  members  of  the  extreme  partj, 
nexions  who  were  as  dissatisfied  with  tlie  prtieped  of 
tutional  monarchy  as  Madame  Rtilntid.  Tlw  iMkuty  of  ttti 
remarkable  wom»u,  her  enthnsix-Ta  and  eluquenee,  aotm  txa- 
cised  a  powerful  Cxseination  over  her  hnsbaod'a  frienda.  I* 
thion,  Ba;^t,  Brissot,  and  Itnbespierre,  met  four  time*  •  ««(k 
at  her  house,  to  digeims  tbe  meiisures  it  *'  '^ 

til  em  to  adopt  in  the  National  Aasembly. 
took  DO  share  in  those  diacossiona :  like  Mad&me  de  Miintn^ 
when  Loaia  XIY.  and  his  ministers  met  in  her  btrodoir,  tb* 
sjit  apart,  busy  with  «oiae  piece  of  aeedle-work,  or  ewa  writ- 
ing k'ttere.  a  deeply-interested  f])oii;5h  silent  ntmtmrd  lH 
that  passed.  The  tediijiisDesSi  the  hesitation,  which  mukti 
these  lengthy  and  fruitless  conversations  annnyed  ber  drcixitt 
and  energetic  niiud.  She  longed  to  utter  her  oxoi  hritf  lad 
prnctical  opinions  on  the  sabjects  discussed,  but  that  fechogcf 
troniarily  rewrve,  which  never  forsook  her,  always  cbecktd  li« 
words  as  they  rose  to  her  lips. 

Notwithstanding  her  apparent  calmnes*!,  afao  was  iltvnlj 
a^Md  "nith  the  revolntionary  fever.  She  felt,  as  must  hm 
felt  nil  those  who  were  cost  on  that  stormy  sea,  a  new  iotenitj 
in  the  power  of  existence^  "  We  lire  ten  yean  in  twrnty-lw 
hours."  she  wrote  to  one  of  her  friends,  In  July  17U1.  Aal 
it  wa£  well  that  it  should  be  so  ;  for  those  whose  bonn  «{«1 
balong  tbus  swiftly,  gathering  years  in  their  lirii'.f  coinpaM,  •«» 
'■destined  to  perish  in  their  youth,  long  before  the  sptui  of  8fc 
allotted  to  hamaitity  should  have  been  exhausted.  Tb*  Joiib 
cif  Mintbeau,  who  alone  opposed  the  tide  of  demMncj  tni 
Uie  ituprudeut  flight  of  tfie  king  to  Varennes,  incrotied  iU 
republican  feelings  of  Madame  RtiUnd.  She  lost  nil  6itli 
in  the  sincerity  ot  Louvs  VJ V,    "■  W't*  ««akl  it  be  belli 
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it  when  it  wjw  so  eridently  distasteftJ  to  liim  I      Why 
pt«pr  liitii  1  why  I'riut;  him  back  frcitu  Varennea  1    Let  the 
}utv«I  monarch  fly,  aud  the  rojmblic  be  jirod.tiiued  nt  once," 
otnrh  misery,  bloijd,  and  shajae  might  have  been  spared 
France  if  Louis  XVI.,  instead  of  being  brought  back  to 
datiou  aud  dtatL,  liiid  been  allowed  to  proceed  on  his 
aey.     The  yonug  rejinblie,  pure  and  free,  would  not  then 
been  stjuiu'd  with  the  innocent  blood  of  one  whose  only 
oe  WM  that  of  being  bom  an  absolute  king.     On  the  even- 
i)f  the  day  when  the  monarcli's  flight  was'  discorcred, 
ljio«i,  BiU!Ot,  Brisaot,  and  liubenpiLTro  had  met  iis  usual  at 
jijionsf  of  5Iiidame  Roland,     The  three  first  and  her  hus- 
1  Agreed  with  her  concerning  the  exjtedietiey  of  a  republic, 
1  considered  the  flight  of  Louis  as  equivalent  to  an  abdica- 
n\.     Eolve^pierre  alone  diiTered  from  them  :  it  was  cliarac- 
fiatic  uf  hliu  that  he  never  went  further  tlian  events,  though 
I  WHa  always  ready  to  go  as  far.     On  this  occasion  be  felt 
nvinced  that  the  royidbls  had  pre^wred  a  general  massacre 
the  patriots,  and  tliiit  he  should  be  one  of  the  earliest 
ricttms :  a  belief  which  gave  a  wore  livid  hue  than  usual  to 
thin  aud  greenish  countenance.     When  Madame  Roland 
;  her  friends  sjioke  of  a  republic,  Robespierre  bit  his  naile, 
his  future  victims,  then  his  fiiends,  asked  them 
r  what  they  meant  by  a  rejmbli& 
!  republic  of  their  enthusiastic  dreams  was  one  of  freedom 
1  glory,  as  pure  as  it  was  ideal ;  time  shewed  what  blood 
tyrantiy  it  took   for   Robespierre  to  found  his.     In  tlif 
Btb  of  September  of  the  year  1791.  RoUmd,  whoso  mission 

r,  rctiirniHl  with  his  wife  to  Villefrauche. 
lera  Madame  Roland  resumed  her  domestic  duties ;  to  all 
i\s  ejdm  as  ever.    Hut  there  had  arwen  iu  her  soul 
ii  could  only  Iw  quenched  in  her  blood.     Al!  the 
;  eiitiui'<ia«in  of  her  youth,  all  tlie  pasaifin  which  altim- 
ber  heart,  and  which  her  inarrisge  with  Roland  only 
s.ted,  broke  fotth  with  the  strength  of  a  longduddcn  fire. 
re  to  froeilom  and  her  country  that  hive  which,  in  her  ai 
oble  miiuls,  was  oidy  a  longing  for  ideal  excellence  sucli' 
'i*  JI0  iumui  being  or  earthly  afifeeUon  comIiIWc^  ^I>^A&K^ 
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Ix  tbe  mooth  of  Deotmber  of  tke  Jen  1791,  RolndsdUi 
mis,  muUe  to  icnun  kqgn  nny  fitm  tlie  oeutn  irf  ipMr 
taoB,  Rtnxned  to  Puis.  Tha  coaatitatioa  had  beea  luiyiri 
bjr  Um  aa^  Hm  Mmnhs  of  tfca  OofMtitacnt  ftiwMy  mn 
over,  and  tboae  of  ^  Lepaktm  AamssMy  now  bcgu. 

TIuM  {Mtfties  diiided  Uw  new  aaMmbljr :  tlu  Gvii»Ht*it 
tho  Monntameera,  and  the  Flun.  The  fint  took  that  saw 
from  th»  department  of  Uie  Oironde,  wbeac*  nuMt  of  \htm 
eame :  tlwf  irera  jvm^  doqnent,  and  cotlniaiaalk  n« , 
bat  nail,  iaeiqiericBoed,  and  deSdieot  to  firauieas  or  atelalii;' 
With  ^  leas  bJmt,  and  much  more  violenee,  dun  tk 
Oirandiata,  the  Ummtuaoen  oarriod  ia  their  coorietigai  «• 
Minegtoesft  and  fnwatirfmn  which  ooold  aoueely  fiul  to  famn 
their  nltimato  trinmph.  Thoy  were  caOti  Hcmtoimm, 
fttim  the  elevated  benches  on  which  th^  mt  in  the . 
bly,  The  name  of  Plain  waa  given  to  a  weak  and 
fatty  which  occupied  the  oentnl  and  lowot  iiortioa  of  lb* 
honaa. 

The  ufibappjr  diaaenaons  of  the  Oinndists  and  Uoa»' 
taineeis,  which  pmved  the  ruin  of  the  rcpoMie,  did  not  hepa 
in  oatneet  uutil  the  roll  of  monarchy.  Pmnamdj  to  the  lOiii 
of  August,  serious  differences  aniae  between  these  two  ptf- 
but  the;  were  not  such  08  to  prevent  them  ftoa  act- 
ether  every  time  a  new  blow  could  be  directed  igdHl 
authi^rity.  TLb  btmd  of  n')>tiblican  fiaeliag  gndmKy 
r  them  around  M.uliune  RoliuiiL  U*ithoat  atekiag  for  i 
bos  fiMiud  bcrHclf  ere  lung  the  uudeuji  of  a  laige 
itaity.     The  «angaiai  wai.  «cc^raBBc««  ViwaSi)  «£ 
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and  person,  which  reminded  gome  of  her  ftdmirerg  of 
n's  Julie,   the   native   elegance  and  dignity  of  her 
aers,  ber  hannonioua  Toice  nud  flowing  kuguage,  and, 
»e  ail,  the  fervour  and  eloqueiu;e  of  her  patriotism,  seemed 
mwk  her  out  for  tlie  i)art  which  had  been  instinctively 
tied  to  her.     She  presided  over  political  meetings  with 
80  umch  tact  und  discretion,  as  to  appear  a  calm  spectator ; 
she,  in  reality,  imparted  her  own  fervent  enthusiaam 
all  those  who  citine  near  her.     The  yotmg  and  handsome 
baroux,  the  elegant  Buzot,  the  licentious  Louvet,  SUlery, 
hushiiiid  of  Madame  de  Genlia,  Vergniaud,  the  orator, 
By  admired  and  respected   her.     Though   possessed  of 
bre  than  ordinary  attraL-tiuns,  uid  iiiamed  to  a  man  who 
gbt  have  been  her  father;   though  surrounded  by  men, 
Qg,  handsome,  and  eloriuent ;  Siadame  Roland,  strong  in 
•evere   purity,  preserved  her  character    and   reputatioa 
Hied.     Her  friends  spoke  of  her  with  mingled  vcnera- 
nnd   cnthoaiasm.      "  O    Rolaud  I   Roland  ! "    exclaimed 
avct,  after  her  untimely  death,  "how  many  virtues  have 
amaarinated  with  thee  !  how  much  virtue,  beauty,  and 
r  thi'y  not  immolated,  iii  the  person  of  thy  wife—* 
mail  tlian  thou  ever  wert !" 
tThe  aduiinitiun  liia  wife  excited  was  the  cause  of  Roland's 
aud  niin.     When  the  Girondist  ministry  was  formed,  in 
Marcli   17U3,  his  friends  had   him  named  Minister  of  the 
■T.     Madanii}  R"l.ind,  without  allowing  herself  to  be 
1^         >1  by  her  new  [nisition,  quietly  removed  from  her  little 
^■Rtnient  in  the  Rue  de  hi  Harpe  to  the  8}dendid  hotel 
^^BHrly  occupied  by  Calonno  and   Necker.     Her   political 
HPPRp  during  this  her  husband's  first  miiustry  was,  like  that 
she   h:ul   previously   exercised,   great    though   occult,      She 
Iticnced  not  only  the  acts  of  her  husband,  who  rfpn.sed 
blnmuded  cuiiildetice  in  her,  but  likewise  those  of  Uio  entire 
ondist  party.     She  generally  s.it  in  a  little  drawing-room, 
■niahcd    with    rrtreaic  simjiHcity,  and   where    R«iland   rv^ 
^od  his  coUe«gue«  and  most  intimate  friends.     They  con- 
ted  their  mcosmcs  in  licr  presence,  and  wftaw  f£\L«4  wA 
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anik  her   advice.     Her  tact  and 
diBpI&fed   in    uiodetstlng   their 
became  too  animated. 

Madame  Rolsind  instinctirelf  imputed  to  tiie 
that  feeling  of  nuBtmat  a^nst  the  king,  which  ' 
ened  in  her  bj  the  earnestness  of  her  repaUican 
She  had  no  faith  in  the  unceii^  of  Looia  XTL  ■>«  ttl 
flight  to  Varennea,  and  despiaed  Mb  TadOstiqg  matMB 
She  bcliered  the  cduoiniona  imputatiaiu  CHt  M  Hit  MMfe 
f){  the  queen,  and  hated  ber  aa  tbe  pmBrcaqg  MM?  rf 
freedom.  If  she  vas  too  aevere,  and  often  myna^  tawmk 
the  sovcrcigii;^,  Madame  Roland  did  not  en  irineii  iln  {n- 
nrtunced  the  constitution  impracticable.  EzpenMKS  oi^ 
strengthened  this  conviction,  which  the  Qirondlsts  gi3dn% 
learned  tn  share.  They  had  never  been  veiy  i 
of  constitutional  monarchy,  and  they  now  afBacted  to  < 
the  sovereign  as  a  secret  foe,  whom  it  was  thor  dni^  t> 
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themsclres  as  to  the  Rorcrci^.  In  oul> 
however,  tho  [)«netrnticii  <if  Mudiiiiiv  Koluiid  did  not 
i«t:  ahe  perceived  fn>m  dio  first  the  drmblc  part 
lex  wa»  ploying,  Mt<l  she  rciK-atwUy  wan«;il  litT  hu»- 
and  Liii  coUvu^uea  u[  tiint  gt'iicnU's  iimincerity. 
itli  tilts  inistmst  on  odd  side,  »nd  a  hf^itiition  which 
ahniist  wumintecl  it  on  the  oilier,  the  (Hilicy  uf  tho  luiiiietors 
•nd  tliat  of  ti  '  lily  !>o<Mirio   moro  irroeoncilaWe.     The 

Uunisters  nxv  he  should  SAiictiim  Uie  dL'cri'OS  uf  th« 

aaaeiubly  against  the  emigrants  aud  tho  cliTgy,  luid  Louia 
nfnaeil  to  girc  those  decrees  th«  snnction  by  "nhioh  they 
wm  to  become  law.  Madame  Rdlarid,  rendered  inijintieiit 
bjf  this  delay,  and  frelinj;  aiucinus  to  sprucii  htr  husband 
ftmu  auy  rexiiouNibilJty  hu  might  incur,  adviiwd  him  tu  writu 
•  lett«r  to  tlio  king  urging  him  tn  compliance,  and  to  keep  a 
■^■^  of  tltis  tetter  for  his  personal  ju.Htilic»tiuii.  Ruland 
^^BMit«d,  aud,  as  hi»  wife  always  assisted  him  in  his  littrntry 
^^■positions,  fao  now  mjuested  her  to  undertake  thlt  which 
P^ImiI  su^^fiited  :  she  cuD)plie<L  This  famous  letti-r  was 
OMiefaed  ill  the  most  austere  longnage  :  it  omtaini'd  trutha, 
too  hanhly  fxpressed  to  be  accejituble.  Had  it  been 
wiitico  to  a  powerful  monarch,  this  lctt<;r  would  have  bocn 
KOttngeoxia  and  noble,  but  addressed  tu  a  weak  and  captive 
Uay  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  it  was  cruel  and  ungenerous.  Her 
kBllvd  for  royalty,  nnd  her  zeal  for  th«  repnblir,  rendered 
Sfadome  Rutaud  unjust  The  uidy  effect  which  the  letter  she 
bad  written  in  her  husband's  namo  produced  (i;K<n  the  king, 
wm  to  make  him  persist  int  his  conduct,  and  dismiss  his 
adsktiy.  Roland  Ltuiuediately  read  the  copy  uf  his  letter  to 
iha  MBembly,  as  a  justifi cation  of  hia  condnct.  The  r«^t> 
■BOB  iif  the  king,  and  hia  dismissul  uf  the  popular  miuistenv 
bti^l^tned  tho  deep  ferliiii;  of  irritation  which  .already  existed 
ayilMit  Lonis  XV 1.  Rolnud  and  the  other  miiii*tera  wore 
hailMl  na  tujirtyrs  (o  their  patriolLsni,  and  Rolund's  letter  was 
Mnkred  to  be  jirintcd,  and  s«'nt  to  tin'  riglity-thrco  depart- 
anU. 
Tk«  power  of  Madame  Roland  v,-^  uut  such  as  to  vanish 
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wiUi  sUtioi).  Ihr  itiflnence  vraa  never  gratter  tiim  b  Im  { 
bnnible  ftpaitiuuut  of  the  £iubourg  St  JaoquM,  to  wlii^  ibj 
ratired  on  leATing  tho  mini&ter'a  siJendid  hotoL    The  I 

,  now  o{H.'nly  aitii'  ' ''     ^^'Aibered  amwid  ! 

ad  s^ioke  witli  moi'  y  lud  yot 

Aniongst  tliniic  wlui  tiiun  ruitod  ker  aasuluuuaiy  was  Quia 
nmx,  wliuiu  a  vaguo  conjt'cture  asserts  to  bavtt  btiai  tht 
object  of  that  secret  [las^don  tu  which  MadaB*  BoUbI 
rctuotcly  alludes  in  a  ptUMge  cf 

E&rbAronx  was  Uio  bftndsoni'  ndisU :  bi  i 

om  Manitdlles,  where  the  desceiidatitH  uf  tiiu  Qifdon  cciu 
'  often  inlicrit  the  old  classic  beauty  of  theb  sucMtunk 
soiBo  «3  Oil  Aiitiiiouji,  elu(]iictit  and  [utriotic,  lioibanrax  1 
%re  Hp\>6Mod  to  iMjidamc  Uolaud  tho  r«Alisatiim  u(  lMr| 
a\  drrams.  Hit  beiiuty  am)  nuhle  character  iu*|iii 
with  A  deep  aud  respectful  adniiration.  He  sotm  iluiecninl 
that  if  "of  aU  nindcrti  men  K  '  '  •'•t  reistsmblcd  C*Us'it 
wn.s  U)  his  "wilo  that  he  owed  !.  ^'j  and  talents,    tttf 

frequently  Mttvorawi  ou  tlie  state  of  the  cuutitry,  rm  th«  (itf- 
fidy  of  itic  court,  and  the  fiutkig  cnatio  of  f:  '  •■  Oni*. 
whun  Roluud  hud  beeu  expressing  his  mouriiti'  uuu. 

"  Lis  wife,"  observes  Ilirbaniux  in  his  Mctiioiia,  '  wcpl  a  (k- 
Itsteued  tohiui  ;  I  wvpt  myself,  as  1  hmkcd  npan  her.'  WoL 
tho  promptDess  which  cfaaractcnsod  him,  Batbumox  anggBOti 
I  to  his  friends  thtit  the  south  of  Fnutcit  might  )»  imido  tit 
unghold  of  freedom.  As  the  entbnsiasfjc  yonajf  nn 
developed  his  plan,  oud  sipuke  of  tho   i  ndta 

of  his  cuuutryiueii,  the  aualere  brow  of  i. — 
came  more  serene,  wiiiliit  Lis  bcantii\il  wife,  ' 
listened  irith  hopeful  joy.     If  any  ' 
tween  these  two  kindred  spirits,  it  ■■■ 
have  blushed  to  avow. 

A  few    diijs   after   Roland's  disnitssaJ  fmm  the 

the  events  of  tho  2t)tL  of  Jane  took  phkoe ;   the  lOii  rf 

AtipiHt  and  the  fall  of  tmniirvhy  Hpecdily  folli>wcii     BoUnJ 

.  AOd  ius  colleagues  were  recalled  to  puwer  :  bin  wife  HHBitcm^ 

(aluut4ir*s  holcl  *,  t\ke  Vnaxa^VasxX  ^^saI&s&&  < 
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aitxind  hoT :  but  their  day  was  gone,  and,  after 

ig  their  errors  and  ilhtsiona,  Miidame  Roland  wns  now 

ned  tu  cudure  Ihoir  soiTennga  and  uulile  inurtyrJittn. 

:  events  of  tlio  lOtb  of  August  could  never  have  taken 

but  for  the  ijmon  of  the  Girondiatd  and  the  Mountjun- 

r,     Castiug  aside  their  dissensioDs,  the  two  parties  united 
r  efFoctB  for  that  one  day  :  but  they  renewed  their  qnarrel 
tLe  morrow.     In  their  impatience  of  once  muro  gt<ttiiig 
ito  power  and  founding  the  republic,  the  Girondists  over- 
ted  tho  immense  adrautoge  they  gave  to  a  daring  and 
jpttlons  psrty.      When  their  object  was  gained,  they 
to  i^eck  the  progress  of  the  anarchy  they  had  helped 
^create ;  but  the  Slountaineers  had  now  their  own  cnda 
bcr,  and  they  were  prejKired  to  mitke  their  road  to  jwpu 
OJir  through  blood,  were  it  ao  needed.    They  soon  perceived 
'  shrinlungly  the  Girondiata  held  back  whenever  tlie  blood 
I  the  innocent  was  at  stake,  and  yet  how  reluctant  they 
to  yield  their  popularity.     The  Mountaineers  made  a 
use  of  the  scruples  and  weakness  of  their  antagonists ; 
DOW  found  themselves,  like  Mirabeau  at  the  epoch  of 

path  of  the  torrent  they  had  let  lonse.  Cora- 
Sure  the  massacres  of  September  and  the  execution 
~f  Louis  X^'I.  for  the  sake  of  their  ovra  safety,  they  revolted, 
at  length,  against  this  Banguimiry  tyranny,  and  perished  for 
ring  pn>tested  against  the  Reign  of  Terror. 

oouer  Wiia  monarchy  overthrown  than  the  Girond 
id  their  weakness.  Dauton  and  his  accomplices  orgaA-^ 
a  general  niassacre  of  the  royalists  then  iniprizHjiied  in 
Rolnnd,  though  Miriister  of  the  Interior,  only  pos- 
1  ft  nominal  power :  the  real  authority  was  invested  in 
I  hands  of  Dimton  ;  the  use  he  made  of  that  antliority  was 
lehi:^c  the  priaotiii  with  blooiL  Never  were  female  heroism 
and  devotodness  displayed  more  conspicaously  than  during 
thaw  fearful  uixvuieres.  Tliey  began  on  the  2d  of  Setitein- 
1703,  at  the  Abbaye,  with  tlto  murder  of  thir 
of  the  Swiss  soldiers  im^irisoned  since   the 
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An  usher  named  Maillard  attempted  to  giro 
legality  to  tbose  hideous  doings.  Ho  preisiJed  in  tka 
over  a  mock  tribimal,  before  whicti  the  Tietims  wen 
in  mpid  snccessiou  :  a  few  were  purposely  aoq;mtted. 
those  who  came  to  receive  their  seDtence,  was  M.  d*  Soabcwii 
the  obnoxious  goremor  of  the  InTaUdes^  and  wiMH*  mmt 
has  been  immortalised  by  the  heroic  devotedacH  at  ik 
daughter.  Her  lore  for  her  father  liod  indoced  her  In  <!■• 
his  captivity  and  dangers  ever  since  bi^  airesL  On  tW  4^ 
of  the  massacre,  she  stoml,  frum  the  beginning,  ncir  tit 
tribtiuul,  within  bearing  of  ull  that  iJiiased,  ready  to  ftrak 
with  her  father.  Ee  came,  vas  hentd,  and  condemned.  Tk 
door  uf  the  court-yard  where  the  vicUnia  met^lbcir  fjite  npeml, 
but  Miulemoisellc  <le  Snmbreuil  threw  herself  bisfore  tlM«U 
tttsn ;  she  dung  to  him  with  the  energy  of  de*|aiT,  »ai  i> 
lieuit-rending  accents  besoaght  the  btood-staincd  inuniaoi  ft* 
her  fathci's  life.  Moved  by  ber  tears  u>d  [uminnlf 
itreaties,  they  granted  tho  request;  but  ott  a  ftarful  <.>»nJi1ioer 
blood  wss  then  flowing  aronud  them  like  w;iter ;  t 
the  aristocrats ;  would  she  ]>rovo  her  patri<itLgm  b^  u^^...^  * 
glo^  of  the  still  warm  tide.  "  Gi\«  it,"  she  tn*rp&i^ 
replied,  "juit  will  see  what  a  daughter  can  do  for  herfatha,* 
and  she  Jraiik  uu.'ihriukiDgly.  The  courage  uf  her  1ot«  v*ri 
the  luousters  around  her ;  struck  with  adiuimtion,  th«y  fo> 
t«cted  her  agaiiMt  their  comrades,  and  tOiik  her  and  ha 
fallier  home  in  triumijih. 

The  youthful  daughter  of  the  .luthor  Cazotte  emulated  Ikt 
heroiam  of  MadtirnoLselle  de  Sombreuil,  whoso  room  d* 
shared  iu  the  Abbsye.  The  enthusiastic  piety  of  CacitK, 
ad  hii  c(.irre3p(>iidctice  with  Laporte,  were  tho  ctime*  it€ 
Wldch  he  had  been  iucarceraled.  His  dau^^httsr,  of  Imt  im 
accord,  accompanied  him  to  [irison  ;  she  knew  suae  tiae 
beforehand  of  the  massacr(»8  that  were  going  to  take  phK»— ' 
fur  the  fact  was  gcneraily  siiHpected— and  eudeavouned  tu 
conciliate  the  ferticious  If/irseilLuse,  by  waa  lu  Im 

effected.     Sofletied  \i-^  Wt  ^(va\\i  sa\4  ^>.  y  jtroiniMd 

to  ep*t«   her   fatliet'*  \M«.     ■^«A.'»i\VV«AM>.<!i.NX^'fe  >Xisa.  ymmaamr,  ] 
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■e  mw  condenuied  ;  bnt  'wben  tlie  door  opened  tbat  led  to 
Rhe  futal  court,  Isis  cbilcl,  like  Mitdemoiselle  de  Stimbreull, 
kliT«w  hcrwlf  before  bim,  aud  interceded  for  his.  life.  Tlie 
■Mvavillniae,  faitbfa!  t<j  tbeir  promue,  saved  them  both  ^oia 
Itlie  fiiry  of  the  crowd,  and  did  not  leave  tlii-m  until  they  bad 
Uound  n  safe  asylum.  One  of  thu  men  who  bad  rendered 
llhmusclvw  guilty  of  this  act  of  compassion,  cuiifessed  the 
net,  with  some  misgiving,  to  Munit  on  the  following  day. 
ERunitiug  as  he  did  for  the  blood  of  the  arifitoerats,  Murat 
BUd  not  restr^i  biii  tcArs  &a  he  heard  of  the  heroic  dcvotcd- 
PBl  of  Cuzotte's  daughter.  *'  Nuy,"  he  exclaimed,  "  the 
Ibther  who  had  such  a  diild  deserved  to  liva"  The  pure  and 
fiu'ly  l"vc  of  MiideraoisL'lle  Ciiautte  could  not,  however,  shield 
I  her  falber  fr»nn  further  d.ingcr ;  u  whort  time  aftt-r  the  mit»- 
ratcros  of  Sejitember,  he  was  again  iiicarcerated  ;  bis  daughter 
rwas  sent  to  a  different  prison,  and  not  released  until  be  bad 
reerisbed  on  the  scaffold,  lent  she  should  soften  judges  sia  she 
riad  softened  mnrderere. 

I  The  royalist  ladies  imprisoned  after  the  1 0th  of  Augniit 
nrare,  from  the  be^nning  of  the  massa<?re,  marked  out  as  fit 
Iriclims  of  the  popular  hatred.  The  Priuccas  de  Tarentc 
Islcrried  with  undaunted  courage,  in  her  friendship  f<jr  the 
nueen,  defied  her  murderers,  and  roused,  by  her  daring  epirit, 
prbatevcr  trace  of  generosity  still  lingered  in  their  hearts  :  she 
Mnis  dismissed  imhurt.  The  Princess  of  Lamballe  proved  less 
ifcrtunate.  Her  father-in-law,  the  Duke  of  Penthidvre,  who 
Bored  her  as  his  own  chUd,  sjwnt  a  bnudred  tbou.iMiiid  cjowns 
lln  onler  to  pnrchnso  her  life  from  her  gaolers  and  judges, 
tSer  known  attachment  to  Slarie  Antoinette  was  the  uijy 
uriiBe  of  this  beautiful  and  amiable  wouian.  She  waa  incaT- 
HMted  in  thn  prison  nf  La  Force,  fuid  for  two  d.'tys  remained 
Hraer  ceU  apparently  forgotten  by  the  murderers :  from  ber 
Ffoom  she  could  hear  the  miunds  of  the  massacre  below  ;  r«nd- 
Frrvd  almost  unumaciona  by  terror,  she  only  wakened  from  one 
Ifiiinting  fit  to  sink  into  another.  On  the  second  day  twu 
iNationid  Gmmls  entered  ber  room,  and  abruptly  iiado  her 
UnUnw  thein  lo  tbi»  AHhaye  :  she  rose,  hastily  attired  b«»elC, 
mod  (tbcjrtsL     On  re.tching  the  tribunal,  mu\  \>ttWi\<X\u\j.  ^ 
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tmtexit  the  raomt  ma«tcr«,  ahe  tkinud  «waj  «itk  hxm 
Wlien  ah«  recovered  oonsdouMMM,  her  judges  bads  ker  f*'^^ 
to  love  et]UAUty  aad  Avedom,  and  lut«  kinga  and  qnecna. 
I  tbo  firrt  ofttli,"  all.        '     '  :  "  but  luti»d  of  tkt  1 
I  auitiDt  awL-ar,  :  i  in  my  boart.*   "  8a 

aald  oue  of  tb«  judges,  "  or  yow  {Htrish."    Tb«  prineaa  i 
nuiiuxl  dletit     They  theu  urdcKd  her  to  be  taken  «aii  i 
tbe  slreot,  rocommendin);  bnr  to  cry  4Mtt,  "  Lou;;  Ii?e  lh« 


tuent  strtiwn  with  coqisea.  Her  purr,  and  touching  boiotj 
intcirestcd  niany  of  thimo  viho  now  gazed  ujkiu  ber,  vd, 
andoiia  to  aave  her,  ibey  t^xclaimed  friim  the  crowd. "  City 
nat,  ' Long  live  tbo  n.'i'  Mig  abaU  )  ■ 

Tbo  princew  waa,  nu:  ,       •>  terrified 

silence  of  fear  was  taken  fur  the  refuaal  of  de6aaoe  :  •  I 
Waa  atiiicd  at  b(?r  bend  ;  bor  blond  flowed  ;  in  an  uulaBi  t 
was  felled  to  tbe  earth,  and  uiunlervd.  with  divtuiufauwt 
tbe  moxt  Atrocious  barluuity.     Her  head,  tK>rue  on  a 
waa   carriud   all    over  Pariit,  aud  dispbiycd  b«xforo  th( 
dows  of  the  royal  Cun3y  in  the  TcmplcL     The  king 
hintuftlf  bofuiv  M:iriv  '  ",  and  drew  lier  away 

her  look  could  rest  A  featurea  of  her 

frieticL 

The  rrincoss  of  LimballQ  waa  not  tbe  last  victim: 
death,  wbi(--h  niailv  tbe  old  Duke  of  Pcntbidvre  die 

iu|ri|&,WM  but  the  jirolude  of  deeds  more  bideiiiu  (tall,  I 

'  'ftnd^  to  tho  pnrjHjrt  of  this  work. 

Tht'niigno  de  MericDurt,  and  womeo  of  ber  stamp,  took  i 
active  8bai«  in  those  oMsaacrca.    Tbe  wivca  of  tbe  "i 

'■^^ra"   (cutthroats)  regularly  brought  tbcii-  hn^bendi 
Boup,  aa  though  tlify  wero  engaged  in  aome 
Hcroixni,  dcv>ited  lure,  [ttty,  fiercenesa,  and  k..... 
enw,  were  tdike  displayed  dunngthoso  days  of  termr ; 
wbati'vrr  may  be  wiid  to  tli'  '••  indeed  "ibeaun*^ 

of  a  few  mt'U,  but  uol  the _  '■  * 
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I  The  Boul  of  Madamo  Eolmid  voa  filled  with  honor  at  what 

i  saw  nnii  hcurd     If  anything  increased  her  despair,  it  wsa 

oonsciuuniieaa  tluit  bvr  husband,  though  Minister  of  the 

ior,  could  not  prevent,  could  nut  do  itny thing.     "  We  ore 

the  knife  of  Robeaijiorre  and  Marat,"  she  deapAiriagty 

to  a  friend,  on  the  5th  of  Septtmber ;  and  on  the  9tli 

ndded,  "  You  know  my  enthuaiaam  for  the  revolution  ; 

I  Ain  nslmtncrl  of  it  nov  :  it  baa  been  suUied  hy  rnon- 

;  it  is  hJJeoua,"      The  proclamation  of  the  republic, 

ch  at  another  time  would  have  fiUud  her  with  joy,  novr 

nod  to  hur  prophetic  soul  but  the  foTerunner  of  the  fall  of 

men  by  whom  that  republic  had  been  foauded.     The 

lists  themselves  were  not  unconscious  of  their  approach- 

Btiny.     On  the  evening  of  the  day  on  wliich  the  re- 

'  was  proclaimed,  they  met  at  the  house  of  Mada 

At  tlie  dose  of  their  frugal  supper,  Vergniuud  nwa^" 

i  iUled  his  ginss,  in  order  to  drink  to  the  republic,     Before 

k  drank,  Madame  Uuhuid  scattered  rose  leaves,  from  her  bou- 

et,  over  the  winP,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  ancients. 

iieu  the  beverage  wtts  qaafied,  Vergniaud,  setting  dovrn  the 

turned  towarils  Barbarous,  and  said,  in  a  low  voice, 

aches  of  the  cypress-tree,  Barbaroox,  not  roses,  should 

Inve  been  scattered  ou  our  wbie  to-night :  who  kuows,  i^  in 

drinking  to  a  republic  whose  cradle  is  steeped  in  the  blood 

of  September,  wo  be  not  driuking  to  our  own  deaths  t    Nevcr- 

tholo&s,  aiid  if  this  wine  were  my  blood,  I  would  still  quaff  it 

tu  eijuality  and  frciKlom." 

\  The  energetic  protest  of  Kolond  against  the  maasiicrcs  drew 

on  bim,  and  on  his  wife,  who  was  known  to  liave  iii- 

.  it,  the  hatred  of  Marat  and  Danton.     No  conaidemtion 

tpolicy  or  sftfuty  could  induce  !t[adame  Roland  to  suffer  the 

»cy  XT  protection  of  a  man  who  always  appeared  to  her 

Stained  with  the  blood  of  September.     Notwithstanding  Da 

n'a  attempts  to  effect  a  reconciliation,  she  never  ceased — -^ 

Bcptember  1792  to  the  execution  of  Louis  XVI.  in  Jati- 

17113.  when  Roland  resigned — to  nrgo  her  hvisba 

able  tliough  unavailing  resistance  againsl  the  power 
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Mountaineera.  This  energetic  abborrenoe  of  crime  asi  mid- 
Dais  she  eommunicated  to  the  wli«»le  party  at  the  GisnoiL 
The  pBssion  aud  eloquence  whicb  had  hastened  the  progres 
of  the  rerolutioD,  'mere  now  all  directed  to  the  hoi?  object  </ 
purifying  it  from  the  stains  cast  upon  it  hy  &  few  goSt^  loai. 
And  in  this,  her  secoDd  and  nobler  task,  ehe  displayed  ieSl 
more  fearleesness  and  independence  than  ■vtbea  she  urged  lur 
friends  to  the  OTerthrow  of  royalty.  The  pamr  of  MadiM 
Roland  over  the  Girondists  at  this  epoch,  and  tin  ^fiilB- 
sions  her  eloquence  and  energy  excited,  an  {nmi  hf  Ai 
hatred  which  was  suddenly  displayed  againat  Iier  Ij  At 
Jacobins.  Marat  included  her  in  hia  dennnciitkiM  (gBH^ 
the  Girondists,  and  assailed  her  in  the  ooaiaeat  tanaa  ia  Hi 
Ami  du  reiiple.  Matters  went  ao  tu  that  her  lifa  and  tit 
of  Roland  were  openly  threatened.  On  aerenl  OCCMMP^ 
they  were  persuaded  by  their  fiienda  to  leave  the  mniktwM 
hotel,  and  sleep  in  some  secure  placei  Madame  Sohnd  am- 
plied  Terr  reluctantly.     Her  heroic  soul  told  her  that  if  tmA 
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St)  &n«l  ju<Ige  the  king  miglit  alone  hitve 
tlw  Ointtulista  of  tb«ir  ftitc,  A  friend  of  Madamo 
was  vi'tih.  her  and  her  husband  when  they  learned 
iapartnDt  dcfixiun  of  the  t'oiivontiiin.  "  The  Convoiitiuii 
botll  aocUMM  uid  judges,"  fxrlnimed  Itnliind  ;  "  it  Lt  dishun- 
oarad!"  IIm  wifo  said  nothing;  but  when  their  child  cuut 
io,  alM  pratMod  her  to  her  heart,  uid  wept  silently.  Imp*-  { 
luiu  A  wuintui  fKim  whoae  taleuts  aud  energy  they 
bad  81)  much  to  ftnr,  thn  Jitcobinx  snught  to  impli- 
Madwne  llulnud  in  :m  imagiusry  ruytiliiit  cona|unicy, 
igb  the  ngr-ncy  of  a  coivtctnptiblo  spy  named  Viard  Sha 
•tunmoncd  before  tlie  bar  of  the  CutiTcnlion,  In  urd.:r  tn 
hanelf  f)^)nl  Viard'A  at.-c«»Ationa.  She  appeared  in  th«  i 
with  the  wisy  dignity  tb;it  always  chatucterlHod  her, 
being  asked  her  name,  "  My  name  is  Itoland,"  th«  TvpUod, 
nf  which  I  am  pniud  ;  fur  it  i^  that  of  a  gtMid  and 
>bl«  man."  Scver-d  utlior  quo»ti<mft  were  addressed  t«> 
•Bch  afn  "  If  she  knew  Viard  7  when  she  had  st«n  him? 
what  bad  piisst-d  b«tw(K:n  th«ui  t "  She  answered,  that 
kad  twice  written  to  her  tO'  obtain  an  iiiterritiw  ;  that 
had  aeeo  him  nuc<- ;  and,  after  some  conversatini' 
hini  to  be  a  »py.  Iiad  dismissed  him  with  < 
Tit*  wident  fidsehrxid  of  V'iard's  accusation,  and  the  simpla 
ifignity  of  Moihune  Roland's  replies,  told  cqunlly  in  her  favour. 
4ff»Ll«t  the  general  ap[>l:iitiie  rif  the  Ru-mticrH,  the  prcudent 
IJBi'ltf^  thdt  the  honnurx  of  the  sitting  belonged  to  b<?r.  Tho 
in  the  galleries  rciiinincd  silent  .Vtarat  row,  and 
itiBg  lo  thrm,  gloomily  ijb»enred  :  "  L(>ok  at  that  public ; 


\VT.  hcttnyed  the  inemabg  weakaoH ' 
of  tlw  GinindiNta,     Many  of  them  not  only  sj-ntpathised  with 
Mm  as  ft  ntiui,  but  tbimght  that  the  nation,  though  it  might 
dn>aa>.  eonld  not  judi;e  iu  nioimreL     But,  with  tliis  oonvic- 
Uaa,  thtj,  noTcrtholef-  >l  the  triul,  and  took  part  in 

loat  tbeir  refusal  si.  a^h  tho  Jacobins  with  a  pr»- 

ol  aeoiain^  tlwrn  of  n>y.i!i><t  tendencies.     Two  days  after 
'*  ezevotian,  ao  thn  iSA  o{  JauoKy  \T%^  liitAuATk-' 
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signed  Iiis  post ;  wliicli  liad  loni^  been  purely  oominaL 
pressed  with  grief  at  the  daogers  she  foresaw  for  the  wpuJi 
Madiuue  Boland  lived  in  grent  retirement.  A  tew  of  k«T 
friends  stUl  Tisit4^  however,  the  vomao  whom  Mant  ad 
Camile  Desmoulins  attacked  in  their  pamphlets,  and  mhn 
Datiton  openly  denounced  as  the  Circo  of  the  r«[>aUi&  He 
only  charm  she  used  was  that  of  her  own  hemic  spirit,  m]iiA 
she  sought  to  infuse  into  the  men  who  struggled  fur  freeiai 
against  anarchy.  This  simple  was  dmwing  to  a  doee.  Afur 
several  unxuceesaful  attempts,  the  J»cubins  resokod  to  eocne 
the  Convention  into  subml^ion  to  their  wrill :  tltat  will  tu, 
that  the  tweuty-two  OiroiidJBt  members  should  bo  acaiMdU 
treason,  arrested,  and  condemned.  For  thot  pnrpuae  thtjCh 
ganised  an  iiwurrection,  which  lasted  from  the  SOthof  Uijto 
the  2d  of  June.  The  Convention.  threat«ut«d,  iuoulted,  aa^ 
besieged,  at  length  yielded  to  force,  and  passed  the  dtam 
which  doomed  its  most  illustriouj}  aud  elot|uent  meaben  It 
death,  and  France  to  anarcby  irnd  terror. 

The  hatred  of  the  triumphant  Muuntaineers  did  not  forfit 
either  Eoland  or  his  wife.     On  the  evening  tif  tht  SH  ■■' 
May,  sis  armed  men,  provided  with  an  order  from  the  i: 
tiunary  Committee,  went  to  arrest  the  ox-minister,     il  ^.j.  : 
energetically  declared  that  noUung  but  forc«  should  iu'iu'V 
liim  to  obey  the  order  of  this  illegal  power.     The  men,  ai/t 
daring  to  enforce  their  mandate,  left  a  guard  upon  Bolud 
and   retired  for  new  orders,     JIadsmo  Koland,  thnn^h  «oi- 
ODsly  ill,  rose,  dressed  herself  hastily,  and  immi; 
ceeded  to  the  Convention,  to  protest  against  thi;  ... . 
outrage.     She  made  her  way  tltruugh  the  tnxii>s  and 
men  who  surrounded  the  Tuileriea,  but  could  not  sao 
giiiuing  admittance  to  the  ball,  where  the  Qirondiiitit  wti ' 
engaged  in  their  death  Btnjggle. 

From  the  placo  where  she  stood  waiting,  she  could  bar, 
however,  the  sounds  of  the  stormy  debate  within.     Verpiiaail, 
on  learning  that  i«he  was  ibei-e,  came  and  exchanged  a  ft* 
words  with  her.     She  wg,eA  tm  Xa  \)ro<^"ro  1><*  aiLalUaaw* 
she  tbougUt  tJiat  aft  enat^ft\.\i  «m^  <Jwopjaix  ^^^jcwi  ^mB 
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percfaance,  Uie  Convention  from  tlie  stupor  into  wfateh.* 
it  had  bcca  thrown  by  the  Kudncity  uf  the  Jncobiiu.     Vor- 

gDuud  discuadi-d  Lit  fViim  this  course,  of  vth'uii  he  sLewrd 
fcw  til*  pcrfwt  iiaelensnow,  Shi:  returned  homo  to  coimuli. 
n  ith  Rulaud.  U<*  linJ  est-uped  l)v  a  bnck-door,  and  she  f(iun<l 
Lim  coiiccAlod  in  the  house  of  a  friend.  After  a  abort  ddi- 
bcntion  between  them,  it  wiu  iigroed  thiit  she  should  return 
to    '  'II.     She  did  »u  ;  but  when  she  roajcbcd  tlie 

Ti.  imd  that  the  utting  was  over:  a  grou[i  of 

cinoucors.  who  atiU  ILngored  on  the  PlftC4j  de  la  Revi»luUun, 
where  they  had  rotne  to  intimidnto  the  CoTivention,  informed 
her  thiit  the  Jitcobiiia  Itad  }irevailcd,  nud  that  their  next 
taninpb  would  be  tlio  diicrco  of  acrurtitiivn  again<<t  the  Girnn 
iliit4  ;  wluch  thts  ntiaembly  eould  tint  fail  to  pusit  when  it  met 
cm  the  following  dny. 

Hadatne  IColsiiid  had  long  bevii  aware  thjit  when  her  fricndtj 
Ml,  ihe  rnoit  fnll  with  tliom.  She  wa.4  kuttwii  to  have  iihare 
(heir  prineifJes,  and  guided  m/iny  uf  their  mensures  ;  tbe 
Ume  uf  her  hu^ibitnd's  aets  had  been  itublidy  tLri>wn  n}Kin 
lurbyDnnton  in  the  hull  of  the  Ccnventuin,  nnd  hor  politictd 
part  had  been  8ulHeieutty  ^eu^Hl'kabIe  to  moke  her  ' 

she  WM  bound,  in  hoimur,  to  aci'L'i»t  its  resjjonsili  n 

I  tlmt  reapousibility  should  be  destli  on  a  scuffold.     It 
Ki  IUU3  senae  of  duty  tbnt  rendered  her  unwilling  ta  leave 
M,  jw  jshe  might  have  <hine,  before  the  .list  of  M,iy.     Con- 
nus  of  her  own  innocence,  and  of  the  purity  of  hi'r  motivoi, 
discUined  u  flight  unworthy  (dike  i»f  her  clmnictcr  Aud  i>{ 
ber  doatiny.     The  suceeM  of  the  Jacobins  ou  the  Slat  of  Mny 
outi£rmed   her  in  this  resolve.     The   friend  nt  whoso  h"  i 
Aohuid  had  liikeu  refuse  eoidd  not  let  her  share  hiit  lu.)  I  i, 
seized  tliiH  as  a  pretence,  nnd  returned  home  to  await  ber 
Ovurcome  with  fatigue  abo  wiis  j-ieldinj;  to  sleep,  whuaj 
rant  ciit.ered  her  nxmi  aud  informed  her  thftt  sever 
B  requt'-fted  to  noe  her.     This  was  no  more  than  si»«" 
had  expseted.     The  promptttesin  vrith  which  they  made  um  of 
tbar  |MW«r  ahcwed  her  how  deep  aud  unrelenling  wm  the 
haOtd  of  ber  uumuea.     She  rose,  dreaaed  YitntM  <»cc«lv:2\'^ ,  vo&. 
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appenred  before  her  visitfira  ;  tlwy  aLewed  her  a  wurant  fnf 
lier  apjirehcuBion,  in  which  the  motives  of  her  arrect  w. 
evL-n  set  forth.     She  knew  the  docnincnt  t<J  be  illegal, 
eiving  the  uaelewness  of  resistance,  enlmly  Riibmit! 

already  provided  for  the  safety  of  her  daughter, 
8he  now  asked  for  was  leisure  to  niftke  her  own  pr»; 
8he  did  so  n'ith  perfect  calmnessi,  notnithatanding  th«  crovd 
( tf  in  dind  ua]  s  of  every  sort  who  filled  tb  e  AputauBt  At  ttm 
in  the  momitig  everything  wss  in  readiness  to  t^»  bv  to 
(H'ison,  and  she  bade  her  daughter  and  the  weeping 
liLst  fitrewell;  gently  exhorting  them  to  reaignatinu. 

The  Dten  who  arrested  her  beheld  with  sarprise  tin 
of  affection  bestowed  on  a  wanum  whom  the  ckIiudbm 
Mur»t  had  taught  them  to  consider  with  abhorrenee. 
haeknry-cnach  i*  aited  Wlow  to  convey  her  to  the  AJ^mt- 
(the  walked  towards  it  between  two  rows  of  armed  mr:^  ^ 
followwi  the  ctwich  when  she  had  entered  it.  "To  tbt  iriilJ- 
tine  !"  cried  a  few  women  in  the  crowd.  "8h.iilwr  .-Jri* 
down  the  blinds  I"  asked  one  of  the  commissioaetgL  ibiLui* 
Roland  cidmly  refused  :  "  hmoceiicc,"  she  said,  "hw  wi  nwi 
to  frtit  on  the  impect  of  crime."  "  Vou  have  more  ^t^!lL't-  < 
mind  than  most  men,"  observed  the  dvinmisaionef ;  "anil  y  s 
will  wait  patiently  for  justice  !"  "Justice  !"  ahc  p»»ii.|iauij 
exclaimed;  "  were  juatice  done  to  me,  I  should  ut>i  W  hm 
to-day :  but  I  shall  walk  as  calmly  to  the  scaSbld  sa  I  !■•• 
proceed  l«>  prison." 

That  pri.'ion  w.is  reached  ere  long.  Wu»  this,  then,  th*  gnl 
nf  those  high  dreams  and  aspirations  towanja  freciioin  wbki 
had  haunted  her  miod  even  from  the  Jaysi  of  her  diiliUuMd  I 


CHAPTER  V. 


OHABLOTTE  COBDAY. 


AiioirosT  the  women  of  the  French  ReTolntion,  there  is  one 
who  Btimds  essentially  ai)art :  a  solitary  episode  of  the  event- 
ful Btoiy.  She  appears  for  a  moment,  performs  a  deed, — 
heroic  as  to  the  intention,  criminal  as  to  the  means, — and 
iisappears  for  ever :  lost  in  the  shadow  of  time — an  uu- 
Eiithomed  mysteiy. 

And  it  is,  perhaps,  this  very  mystery  that  has  invested  with 
10  much  interest  the  name  of  one  known  by  a  single  deed ; 
•rhich,  though  intended  by  her  to  deliver  her  country,  diunged 
little  in  its  destinies.  To  admire  her  entirely  is  impossible  ; 
to  condemn  her  is  equally  difficult.  No  one  can  read  her 
history  without  feeling  that,  to  judge  her  absolutely,  lies  not 
in  the  province  of  man.  Beautiful,  pure,  gentle,  and  a  mur- 
deress, she  attracts  and  repels  us  in  almost  equal  degrees ; 
like  all  those  beings  whose  nature  is  inexplicable  and  strange, 
according  to  the  ordinary  standard  of  humanity.  Although 
it  is  generally  acknowledged  that  she  did  not  exercise  over 
contemporary  events  that  repressing  power  for  which  she 
Bcrificed  her  life,  it  is  felt,  nevertheless,  that  no  history  of 
the  times  in  which  she  lived,  is  complete  without  her  name  ; 
uid  to  her  brief  and  tragic  history  an  eloquent  modem  hi.s- 
:oriitn  *  has  devoted  some  of  his  most  impressive  images.  Thin 
icould  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  introducing  her  here,  were 
lot,  moreover,  her  name  as  closely  linked  with  the  hbtory  of 
:he  Girondists  as  that  of  Madame  KoLtnd.  If  one  vras  the 
:hief  of  that  ill-fated  party,  the  other  undertook  to  be  their 
ivenger. 

*  iMDUtine. 
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Th*  31st  of  May  «M  the  sign«I  of  the  fall  aad  Htpman 
of  Uie  Quoudists.  Suae,  like  Burb-voox,  Boaot,  I^anct, 
and  their  ftieoda,  retired  to  the  proviaces,  whkh  tfc«7  «- 
deaTonred  to  rouse  for  one  last  straggle.  Otheia,  like  Ma^nt 
Koboid  aad  the  tventy-tno,  prepared  themMlves  in  l&ar 
silent  priaoo  solitude  for  death  and  the  stmBM.  Tbt  not 
ot  the  Oiroodists  now  became  a  ttouitd  as  |>rtKK7Qi«d  at  fiti 
c4  rojnJUt  had  been  during  tUcir  brief  sway.  No  Toics^fibi 
with  power  was  rtused  throughout  the  republic  in  (aroar «/ 
the  men  by  whom,  in  the  midst  of  such  entbasiastic  aocho* 
tinns,  that  republic  had  been  foanded.  Fmuce  waa  ayiMj 
sinking  into  that  state  of  silent  apathy  which  forebodfd  tfe 
P.ctgu  of  Terror  :  discouraged  by  their  experience  of  the  pafl, 
men  tost  their  faith  in  humanity,  and  eclfishly  dft^pairoi  d 
the  futun?.  A  nuuden's  heroic  spirit  alone  conecivtd  H* 
ilttriiig  project  of  saTing  those  who  had  «o  luug  and  an  aMj 
Klriven  for  freedom ;  or,  if  this  might  not  be,  of  anagiif 
their  f^,  and  strihing  terror  into  the  hearts  of  their  foe^  bf 
a  deed  of  solemn  immolation,  worthy  of  the  stern  aacrifioM  d 
{Mgaulam,  offered  up  of  yore  on  the  blood-stained  thriaad 
the  goddess  Nemesis. 

This  maiden  was  Marie-Anne  ChArlutte  of  Corday  aad  «< 
Annont,  one  of  the  Ijist  descendants  of  a  r- '  '     •'      .^-  ■'" 
lK>verbhed  Norman  family,  which  counted   ; 
relatives,  Fontenelie,  the  wit  and  philoaophi^r  of  tfao  «eri*- 
teentb  and  eighteenth  centuries,  and  amongst  its  ancestJin,  I 
father  of  the  great  tragie  poet  of  France,  Pierre  Oonieillfc 

Her  father,  Jwqoea  of  Cdrday  and  of  Armont,  was  a  ] 
s(in  of  this  noble  lino.     Ub  was,  howerer,  poorer  than 
«f  the  peasants  amongst  whom  he  lived,  cultivating  with  I 
nwn  hands  his  narrow  inheritance.     He  miirried  in  Mfly  I 
a  buly  of  gentle  bluod,  but  us  [Kior  as  himseif.     They  had  I 
children  nnd  a  noble  name  to  support,  in  a  ^  .f  i 

Jly,  on  their  iitsufficicnt  income.      It  Ihn  _       il 

rldtte,  their  fourth  child  and  «;cond  daughter,  wni 
tlalehr'd  dwelling,  in  the  vil3;iqe  of  Sainl-Salumia  ( 
vta ,  tiutl  tbat  m  the  register  of  the  pariah  chareii  *t 
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she  vma  baptized,  on  the  28t]i  of  July  1768,  the  day  after  her 
birth,  ahe  is  described  as  "  bom  in  lawful  wedlock  of  Jacques 
Fnmcois  of  Corday,  esquire,  sieur  of  Armont,  and  of  the  noble 
dame  Marie  Charlotte-Jacqueline,  of  Oauthier  des  Authieux, 
his  wife."  It  was  under  these  difficult  circumstances,  which 
embittered  his  temper,  and  often  caused  him  to  inveigh  in 
eneigetic  terms  against  the  injustice  of  the  law  of  primogeni- 
ture, that  M.  d' Armont  reared  his  family.  As  soon  as  they 
were  of  age,  his  sons  entered  the  army ;  one  of  his  daughters 
died  young ;  and  he  became  a  widower  when  the  other  two 
were  emerging  from  childhood  into  youth.  They  remained 
for  some  time  with  their  father,  but  at  length  entered  the 
Abbaye  aux  Dames,  in  the  neighbouring  town  of  Caen. 

The  greatest  portion  of  the  youth  of  Charlotte  Co'rday — to 
give  her  the  name  by  which  she  is  generally  known — was 
spent  in  the  calm  obscurity  of  her  convent  solitude.  Many 
high  visions,  many  burning  dreams  and  lofty  aspirations,  al- 
ready haunted  her  imaginative  and  enthusiastic  mind,  as  she 
slowly  paced  the  silent  cloisters,  or  rested,  lost  in  thought, 
beneath  the  shadow  of  the  ancient  elms.  It  b  said  that,  Uke 
Madame  Roland,  she  contemplated  secluding  herself  for  ever 
from  the  world  in  her  monastic  retreat ;  but,  affected  by  the 
scepticism  of  the  age,  which  penetrated  even  beyond  convent 
walls,  she  gave  up  this  project  From  these  early  religious 
feelings,  Charlotte  derived,  however,  the  calm  devotedness 
which  characterised  her  brief  career :  for  though  self-sacrifice 
may  not  be  the  exclusive  attribute  of  Christianity,  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  the  deep  humility  by  which  it  is  accompanied 
■ — a  feeling  almost  unknown  to  the  ancients — is  in  itself  the 
very  spirit  of  Christ.  The  peaceful  and  solemn  shadow  of  the 
old  cloister  favoured  the  mild  seriousness  of  Charlotte's  char- 
acter. Within  the  precincts  of  her  sacred  retreat  she  grew  up 
in  grave  and  serene  loveliness,  a  being  fit  for  the  gentle.st 
duties  of  woman's  household  life,  or  for  one  of  those  austere 
and  fearless  deeds  which  lead  to  the  scaffold  and  give  martyr- 
dom in  a  holy  cause. 

The  Bceptidsm  that  prevailed  for  the  last  few  years  ^rcced- 
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log  the  revolution  was  not  tie  fiensoal  athekm  wMA  btil 
disgraced  the  eighteenth  century  so  long.  The  faith  in  a  first 
and  eternal  Cause,  in  the  socredness  of  human  n^iti  iHltfai 
holiness  of  duty,  was  firmly  held  by  many  mUe  ipmta,  vkt 
hailed  with  enthusiasm  the  first  dawn  of  damoeniT'.  TUt 
faith  was  blended,  La  the  soul  of  Chariotte  Oorday,iriliii 
passionate  admiration  of  antiquity.  All  th»  auiUrilj  wi 
republican  enthusiasm  of  her  illnstiiona  anoeitor,  ISonOv- 
neillc,  seemed  to  have  come  down  to  his  young 
Even  Konsseau  and  Rajmal,  the  apostlea  of  democnMy,  1 
pages  that  could  absorb  her  so  deeply  aa  thoae  tt  i 
histoiy,  with  its  stirring  deeds  and  immortal 
Often,  like  Manon  Phliiton  in  the  leceaa  of  her  fiitfaa't  mt 
shop,  might  Charlotte  Corday  be  seen,  in  her  ooimnt  vS, 
thoughtfully  bending  over  an  open  volume  of  Flntaid;  flit 
powerful  and  elo<iuent  historian  of  all  heroic  aacrifiWi 
When  the  Abbayc  aux  Dames  was  dosed,  in  coBnqnaiM 
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mnch  modest  grace  and  dignity,  that,  notwithstanding  her 
youth,  the  firat  feeling  she  invariably  inspired  was  one  of  re- 
spect, blended  with  involuntary  admiration  for  a  being  of 
such  pure  and  touching  loveliness. 

On  leaving  the  convent  in  which  she  had  been  educated, 
Charlotte  Corday  went  to  reside  with  her  aunt,  Madame 
Contellier  de  Bretteville  Gouville ;  an  old  royaUst  lady,  who 
inhabited  an  ancient-looking  house  in  one  of  the  principal 
streets  of  Caen.  There  the  young  girl,  who  had  inherited  a 
little  property,  spent  several  years,  chiefly  engaged  in  watching 
the  progress  of  the  revolution.  The  feelings  of  her  father 
weie  similarly  engrossed :  he  wrote  several  pamphlets  in 
&voar  of  the  revolutionary  principles;  and  one  in  which 
he  attacked  the  right  of  primogeniture.  His  republican 
tendencies  confirmed  Charlotte  in  her  opinions ;  but  of  the 
deep,  overpowering  strength  which  those  opinions  acquired  in 
her  soul,  during  the  long  houra  she  daily  devoted  to  meditation, 
no  one  ever  knew,  until  a  stem  and  fearful  deed — more  stem 
and  fearful  in  one  so  gentle — had  revealed  it  to  all  France. 
A  silent  reserve  characterised  this  epoch  of  Charlotte  Corda/s 
life :  her  enthusiasm  was  not  external,  but  inward :  she 
listened  to  the  discussions  which  were  carried  on  around  her 
without  taking  a  part  in  them  herself.  She  seemed  to  feel 
instinctively  that  great  thoughts  are  always  better  nursed  in 
the  heart's  solitude :  that  they  can  only  lose  their  native 
depth  and  intensity  by  being  revealed  too  freely  before  the 
indifferent  gaze  of  the  world.  Those  with  whom  she  then 
occasionally  conversed  took  little  heed  of  the  substance  of  her 
discourse,  and  could  remember  nothing  of  it  when  she  after- 
wards became  celebrated  ;  but  all  recollected  well  her  voice, 
and  spoke  with  strange  enthusiasm  of  its  pure,  silvery  soucd. 
Like  Madame  Roland,  whom  she  resembled  in  so  many  re- 
spects, Charlotte  possessed  this  rare  and  great  attraction ;  and 
there  was  something  so  touching  in  her  youthful  and  almost 
childlike  utterance  of  heroic  thoughts,  that  it  affected  even  to 
teare  those  who  heard  her,  on  her  trial,  calmly  defending  her- 
self from  the  infamous  accusations  of  her  jadge.s,  and  ^ot^^^%^ 


with  the  same  low,  sweet  ioaeB,  in  the  deadljr  deed  vMdi  hi  -■ 
brought  her  before  them. 

The  fall  of  the  Girondists,  on  the  Slrt  of  Ibj,  finkiqg- 
gested  to  Charlotte  Corday  the  possibility  of  giving  u  idin 
shape  to  her  hitherto  passive  feelings.  She  mtditd  vift 
intense,  though  still  silent,  interest  the  pragren  of 
concealing  hur  secret  indignation  and  thongbta  of  ' 
under  her  habitually  c-dm  aspecL  Those  fedingi  «■> 
heightened  in  lier  soul  by  the  presence  of  .the  fngftxTC  Gin» 
dists,  w)i()  had  found  a  refuge  in  Caen,  and  were  mgiiigAi 
Nomians  to  raise  an  army  to  march  on  Fans.  She  foml  t 
pretence  to  call  upou  Barbaroux,  then  with  lus  fiiendi  it  ftt 
Intendnucc.  She  came  twice,  accompanied  by  an  old  imiut) 
and  protected  by  her  own  modest  dignity.  Ftthion  m  her 
in  the  hall,  whore  she  was  waiting  for  the  handsome  Ginmfii^ 
and  observed,  with  a  smile,  "  So,  the  beantifol  ariatoent  ii 
eorac  to  see  republicans."     "Citizen  Pfithion,"  she  nplieJ, 
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• 
he  had  furmerly  received  frcm  her,  might  be  buried  with  him 
in  his  grave. 

For  seyeral  days  after  her  last  interview  with  Barbarous, 
Charlotte  brooded  silently  over  her  great  thought;  often 
meditating  on  the  history  of  Judith.  Her  uint  subsequently 
remembered  that,  on  entering  her  room  oue  morning,  she 
found  an  old  Bible  open  on  her  bed  :  the  verse  in  which  it  is 
recorded  that  "the  Lord  had  gifted  Judith  with  a  special 
beauty  and  fairness"  for  the  deliverance  of  Israel  was  under- 
lined with  a  pencil 

On  another  occa^on  Madame  de  Bretteville  found  her 
niece  weeping  alone ;  she  inquired  the  cause  of  her  teara 
"  They  flow,"  replied  Charlotte,  "  for  the  misfortunes  of  my 
countiy."  Heroic  and  devoted  as  she  was,  she  then  also 
wept,  perchance,  over  her  own  youth  and  beauty,  so  soon  to 
be  sacrificed  for  ever.  No  personal  considerations  altered  her 
resolve :  she  procured  a  passport,  provided  herself  with  money, 
and  paid  a  farewell  visit  to  her  father,  to  inform  him  that, 
considering  the  unsettled  condition  of  France,  she  thought  it 
best  to  retire  to  England  He  approved  of  her  intention,  and 
bade  her  adieu.  On  returning  to  Caen,  Charlotte  told  the 
same  tale  to  Madame  de  Bretteville,  left  a  secret  provision  for 
an  old  nurse,  and  distributed  the  little  property  she  possessed 
amongst  her  friends. 

It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  July  1793,  that  she 
left  the  house  of  her  aunt,  without  trusting  herself  with  a  last 
£firewell.  Her  most  earnest  wish  was,  when  her  deed  should 
have  been  accomplished,  to  perish,  whoUy  unknown,  by  the 
hands  of  an  infuriated  multitude.  The  woman  who  could 
contemplate  such  a  fete,  and  calmly  devote  herself  to  it,  with- 
out one  selfish  thought  of  future  renown,  had  indeed  the 
heroic  soul  of  a  martyr. 

Her  journey  to  Paris  was  marked  by  no  other  event  than 
the  unwelcome  attentions  of  some  Jacobins  with  whom  she 
travelled.  One  of  them,  struck  by  her  modest  and  gentle 
beauty,  made  her  a  very  serious  proposal  of  marriage :  she 
playfully  evaded  his  request,  but  promi^  ih&t.  Iv^  ^<s^^ 


leam  who  and  what  she  waa  st  some  fiitnra  fmai.  (k 
entering  Paris,  she  proceeded  immediately  to  tbe  Holddeb 
Providence,  Hue  des  Vieux  Angustiaa,  not  &r  fton  Ibnft 
dwelling.  Here  nho  rested  for  two  daya,  befon  eaUiqg  CB  kr 
intended  victim.  Nothing  can  mark  more  fbidUy  tkemgidrr 
calmness  of  her  mind :  she  felt  no  hany  to  fl^-wnp*!*  tke 
deed  for  which  she  had  journeyed  ao  fiir,  and  over  wUA  A» 
had  meditated  so  deeply:  her  soul  remained  aereneaiiB- 
daunted  to  the  last  The  room  which  the  oocnpie^  ai 
which  has  uflen  been  pointed  cot  to  inquiring 
a  dark  and  wretched  attic,  into  which  light 
]K!nctratcd.  There  she  read  again  the  volume  otthititAAt 
liad  brought  with  her, — unwilling  to  part  from  her  fdToaitB 
author,  even  in  her  last  hours, — and  probably  oompoaed  Art 
energetic  address  to  the  people  which  waa  found  upon  kr 
after  her  apprehension.  One  of  the  first  acta  of  Gudotti 
was  to  call  on  the  Girondist,  Dnperret,  for  whom  dw  m 
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Uice,  he  followed  her  oat ;  a  sudden  shower  of  rain,  which 
compelled  them  to  seek  shelter  under  the  same  archway, 
afforded  him  an  opportunity  of  entering  into  conversation  with 
her.  When  she  learned  that  he  was  a  friend  of  Lanjuinais, 
ahe  waived  her  reserve,  and  questioned  him  with  much  inte- 
rest concerning  Madame  Boland  and  the  Oirondists.  She 
also  asked  him  abont  Marat,  with  whom  she  said  she  had 
biudnesB.  "  Marat  is  ill ;  it  would  be  better  for  you  to  apply 
to  the  pnblic  accuser,  Fouquier  Tinville,"  said  the  stranger. 
"  I  do  not  want  him  now,  but  I  may  have  to  deal  with  him 
yet,"  she  tdgnificantly  replied. 

Perceiving  that  the  rain  did  not  cease,  she  requested  her 
companion  to  procure  her  a  conveyance ;  he  complied ;  and, 
before  parting  from  her,  begged  to  be  favoured  with  her 
name.  She  refused;  adding,  however,  "You  will  know  it 
before  long."  With  Italian  courtesy,  ho  kissed  her  hand  as 
he  assisted  her  into  the  fiacre.  She  smiled,  and  bade  him 
SuewelL 

Charlotte  perceived  that  to  call  on  Maiat  was  the  only 
means  by  which  she  might  accomplish  her  purpose.  She  did 
80  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  July,  having  first  purchased 
a  knife  in  the  Palais  Royal,  and  written  him  a  note,  in  which 
she  requested  an  interview.  She  was  refused  admittance. 
She  then  wrote  him  a  second  note,  more  pressing  than  the 
first,  and  in  which  she  represented  herself  as  persecuted  for 
the  cause  of  freedom.  Without  waiting  to  see  what  effect 
this  note  might  produce,  she  called  again  at  half-past  seven 
the  same  evening. 

Marat  then  resided  in  the  Hue  des  Cordeliers,  in  a  gloomy- 
looking  house,  which  has  since  been  demolished.  His  con- 
stant fears  of  assassination  were  shared  by  those  around  him  ; 
the  porter,  seeing  a  strange  woman  pass  by  his  lodge  without 
pausing  to  make  any  inquiry,  ran  out  and  called  her  back. 
She  did  not  heed  his  remonstrance,  but  swiftly  ascended  the 
old  stone  staircase,  until  she  had  reached  the  door  of  Marat's 
apartment  It  was  cautiously  opened  by  Albertine,  a  woman 
with  whom  Marat  cohabited,  and  who  paa&ed  iox  ^a&'«^i<^ 
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R«c«>gni<iiiig  the  same  young  and  hADdaome  giil  mho 
aheadj  called  oa  her  husb&ad,  and  aniniAtod,  pefiupt,  bj 
tMling  of  jealoos  mbtnist,  Albertine  refiued  to  admit 
Clmdotte  tusbted  with  great  earaestneaa.  Tlia  sound  of 
allercation  r«achcd  Marat ;  be  immeduitelj  ordered  Ua 
tn  admit  the  stranger,  whom  he  recognised  aa  tlw  witiKir  of 
the  two  letters  he  had  recvivud  in  the  caane  of  the  i»f. 
Alherdnv  ol>eyed  relact^mtly ;  she  allowed  Cluudott«  to  «t«i 
and,  after  crossing  with  her  an  antechamber,  vlioe  abe  ImI 
boeo  occupied  f>ith  a  mau  named  Laurent  Batw  in  leUaBf 
Bome  Rombeiv  of  the  Ami  du  PeupU,  ahe  iuhia«d  her 
IhK^u^b  two  other  rooms,  nutil  they  came  to  a  nanow  domt 
where  Mitrat  was  then  iti  a  bath.  He  gave  a  look  at  Chaxiotii^ 
and  ordered  his  wife  to  leave  them  alone :  abe  complied,  bat 
allowed  the  door  of  the  closet  to  remain  half  open,  and 
within  caJl. 

According  to  his  usual  custom,  Mamt  wore  a  soiled 

kerchief  bottud  round  his  head,  increasing  lua  natural 

nc88L      A  coarse  covering  was  thrown  across  the  both  ;  a 

board,  likewise    placed    transversely,  supported   his   papOK 

Laying  down  hia  pea,  he  asked  Charlotte  the  parport  of  her 

visit     The  closet  was  so  narrow  that  xhe  toudued  tlw  batk 

near  which  she  stood.     She  gased  on  him  with  iU-di^miad 

horror  and  disgust,  but  answered,  as  compoeiedly  oa  ahe  cadU, 

that  she  had  come  from  Cften,  in  order  to  give  him  cumet 

intelligence  concerning   the    proceedtngs  of    the  Giraaditfi 

■Abere,     He  ligtcncJ.  questioned  her  eagerly,  wiotv  down  1i* 

tuunes  of  the  Giroudists,  then  atlded,  with  a  amfle  of 

'*  Before  a  week,  tUey  ahall  have  perished  on  th« 

"  These  words,"  afterwards  said  Charlottcv  "  aealed  hi» 

Drawing  from  bencAth  the  handkerchief  whidi  «orcnd 

Ixtsom  the  knife  she  hnd  kept  there  all  along,  she  pliaged  it 

^0  the  hilt  ill  Marat's  heart.     Be  gave  one  loud  expiring  ay 

Wk  help,  and  sitnk  back  dead  in  the  bath.     Uy  an  iiKliBcttw 

^■pnlae,  Charlotte  Lad  inst-antly  drawn  out  liie  kniCa  tma 

^K  bnut  of  bet  vicum,  Wt.  ftVie  did  not  ctrika  «sun  £ 

Httwc  It  down  a^  Vi\a  i««l,  aVt  \r&  *«.  Ai«A,i«A.'wfcV*« 
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in  the  ndghbonring  room,  thoughtfully  passing  her  hand 
across  her  brow  :  her  task  was  done. 

The  wife  of  Marat  had  rushed  to  his  aid  on  hearing  his  cry 
for  help.  Laurent  Basse,  seeing  that  all  was  over,  turned 
round  towards  Charlotte,  and,  with  a  blow  of  a  chair,  felled 
her  to  the  floor ;  whilst  the  infuriated  Albortine  trampled  her 
under  her  feet.  The  tumult  aroused  the  other  tenants  of  the 
house ;  the  alarm  spread,  and  a  crowd  gathered  in  the  apart- 
ment, who  learned  with  stupor  that  Marat,  the  Friend  of  the 
People,  had  been  murdered.  Deeper  still  was  their  wonder 
when  they  gazed  on  the  murderess.  She  stood  there  before 
them  with  still-disordered  garments,  and  her  dishevelled  hair, 
loosely  bound  by  a  broad  green  ribbon  fiiilling  around  her; 
bat  80  calm,  so  serenely  lovely,  that  those  who  most  abhorred 
her  crime  gazed  on  her  with  involuntary  admiration.  "  Was 
she,  then,  so  beautiful }"  was  the  question  addressed,  many 
years  afterwards,  to  an  old  man,  one  of  the  few  remaining 
witnesses  of  this  scene.  "  Beautiful !"  he  echoed,  enthusiasti- 
cally ;  adding,  with  the  eternal  regrets  of  old  age  :  "  Ay,  there 
is  none  such  now  1" 

The  commissary  of  police  began  her  interrogatoiy  in  the 
saloon  of  Marat's  apartment.  She  told  him  her  name,  how 
long  she  had  been  in  Paris,  confessed  her  crime,  and  recognised 
the  knife  with  which  it  had  been  perpetrated.  The  sheath 
was  found  in  her  pocket,  with  a  thimble,  some  thread,  money, 
and  her  watch. 

"  What  was  your  motive  in  assassinating  Marat ) "  asked  the 
commissary. 

"  To  prevent  a  civil  war,"  she  answered. 

"Who  are  your  accomplices  1" 

"  I  have  none." 

She  was  ordered  to  be  transferred  to  the  Abbaye,  the  nearest 
prison.  An  immense  and  infuriated  crowd  had  gathered 
around  the  door. of  Maiat's  house;  one  of  the  witnes.ses  per- 
ceived that  she  would  have  liked  to  be  delivered  to  this  mad- 
dened multitude,  and  thus  perish  at  once.  She  was  not  saved 
&om  their  hands  without  difficulty ;  her  courage  foiled  her  at 
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•f  tw  good,  ndd  noifiM  I 

!    JLsrwKauHlbsbMftboakm  .  .  .  .  tk 

iMB  a  uiiiiig  bnrt  (wwwM>  bok  a  »Iwbij  bb!  tg 
tk«e  wte  M^  Tc^ai  ■•  to  riiiiiii  tJiot: 
this  i^feiee  at  07  Cttc.*     A  faiwiic  tea*  ani 
1^  ^ArHMd  I*  Imt  fcdtar  dn  tkt  •*•  of  Wr  I 
'  Foc;^f«  mi,  mj  dwr  ftThw,"  1 
cC  ay  csateoo  vtsKoal  jvar  j 
■M  iflBMait  ncflut.    I  ka«c  waiM 
Tb*  p«<fiW,  nadeeetml,  will  la*  day  n 
tna  %  \vmyL.    If  I  talumwuwJ  te  p«^ 
L  ikjft.  I  a»^y>n%  V>  Y»<ginrA,SX'<wA\wat\'W|dl 
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remain  iuikiju\\-u  :  I  recngniBed  that  this  Vas  impoamble. 
I  hope  you  will  not  be  mibjeeted  to  annoyance :  you  have  at 
defenders  at  Caen ;  I  hare  chosen  Guatnve  Doulcet  de 

nt^conlant  for  mine  ;  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  furm.  Sticli  a 
Bed  allows  of  no  defence.     Farewell,  loy  dear  father.     I  be. 

ch  of  you  to  forget  me ;  or,  rather,  to  rejoice  at  my  fate. 
[die  for  a  good  cause.  I  embrace  my  sister,  whom  I  love 
fit])  my  whole  heart     Do  not  forget  the  IJBe  of  Coraeille — 

'  hs  nrimo  fait  la  boaie,  ei,  non  piU  rSchofutu].* 

fo-monvjw  at  eight  I  am  to  be  tried." 
On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  she  was  led  before  her  judges. 
I  vu  drc9»ed  with  care,  and  had  never  looked  more  lovely. 
•  beariug  wag  so  imposing  and  dignified,  that  the  spectatora 
.  the  judges  seemed  to  stand  arraigned  before  her.  She 
•1  the  first  witness,  by  declaring  that  it  was  she  who 
;  Marat  "  Who  inspired  you  with  so  much  hatred 
him  1"  asked  the  President 
**!  needed  not  the  hatred  of  others,  I  had  enoiigh  of  my 
J  "  she  energetically  replied  ;  "  besides,  we  do  not  ezecate 
!  th.it  which  we  have  not  ourselves  conceived." 
"What,  then,  did  you  hate  in  Marat  1" 
"His  crimes." 

"  Do  you  think  th.nt  you  have  assassinated  all  the  Marata 
"  No  ;  but  now  that  he  is  dead,  the  rest  may  fear." 
8be  answered  other  questions  with  equal  firmness  and  1 
boisni.     Her  project,  slio  declared,  had  been  formed 
Etc  31st  oF  May.     "  She  had  Idlled  one  man  to  save  a  huni 
oasand.     She  was  a  republican  long  before  the  revolutioii, 

hJid  never  failed  in  energy." 
"What  do  you  nnderstand  by  energy?"  asked  the  Fresidetit. 
h&t  feeling,"  she  replied,    "  which  induces  vs  to  cast 
selfish  coufdderations,  and  sacrifice  ourselves  for  our 
ftiy." 

aaqaier  TinviUe  here  observed,  alluding  to  the  sare  blow 
given,  that  she  luuBt  be  well  practised  in  crime. 
I  monster  takes  me  for  an  ossaaaia  1"  ake  ex.ci\a;imRA,Vsx  «t 
2b 
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>  CliauvHiiU  de  hk  Garde,  i 
Gkariotte  g»i«  him  an  ' '  k,  m 

he  tiul  k»  migbt  iwk  to  a»Ye  licr  ^i-  .^j»i.( 

He  ipoke,  aad  Afi  perceived  tiiat  her  itpprefauMtai 
Witii0Bt  exonsiiig  ber  crime  m  nttrlbtthf 
f,  ho  fltmiai  tar  the  ferrour  of  her  convktioa ; 
i  Ih  had  the  ooonge  to  call  snblime.     Tlie  ajipeoi  ptufol 
CbaAMo  Cord«j  vas   cojid<5tani.<(l.      Withmi 
'<«^gniBg  to  answer  the  Presideot,  who  asked  faor  if  iW  hMl 
Wl^hl  <Q  olge^  to  the  penalty  of  death  being  amied  (M 
aptek  hoiv  liH  rose,  and  waUdng  op  to  ber  defender,  thankol 
Um  ff»eefaBj.    "  l^iese  gentlemen  "  aaiJ  stu-,  jiointi)^  to  ilk* 
jodgn,  "  have  jnst  iafonned  me  tliat  the  whole  of  my  pfnpA» 
ia  ooofiacataiL     I  owe  something  In  the  priaoa  :  m  a  pr 
my  fticndghip  md  eBtoon,  T 
On  retondag  to  ^e  coi^ 
Bauer,  waiting  for  her,  to  finiafa  ber  port  nut,  vrhic-h  1. 
begun  at  the  tiibuniL     They  couTersed  freely  ^lg*th^  t 
the  execQtioaer,  carrying  the  red  cheiniae  destined  for 
una,  and  the  sciasois  with  'which  he  wiia  to  ^ 
made  his  appearance.     "  What,  bo stxin  !"  eiti: 
Cord&y,  slightly  taming  pale ;  but  mllying  her  courage,  ihe 
resamed  her  oomposure,  and  preeented  a  h>ck  of  her  hair  to 
H.  Bauer,  aa  the  only  reward  in  her  power  to  otfLT.     A  priflit 
came  to  offer  her  his  ministry.     She  Ihunkod  him  lui     ' 
jtersone  by  whom  he  had  been  sent,  but  il^diued  his  s^iu..— 
aid.    The  executioner  cut  her  hair,  bound  her  handa,  and 
threw  the  red  chemise  over  her.     Jf.  Hiiucr  was  '        ' 
the  almost  unearthly  loveliness  which  the  criniSKW  < 

lit  inifmrtt'd  to  tlie  ill-fated  maiden.     "Tim  l<  . 
I,  though  performed  by  rude  hands,  hiadi  to  immoiWuj.j, 
.wuil  L'lmrlotte  with  a  emile. 

beaTy  stonn  broke  fcirth  as  the  lor  of  the  condemDed  bA 

I  Moeiergeric  for  the  Place  de  la  Revolutiun.    An  immnae 

Used  every  street  through  which  Charlotto  Coiday 
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liootinga  and  execrationa  iit  firit  rose  on  her  path  ; 
i  her  purs  and  serene  beauty  dawned  on  tlie  mnltitude, 
bo  exquisite  luveUness  of  lier  countenance  and  the  sculp- 
1  beaut}"  of  her  figure  became  more  fully  revealed,  pity  and 
ladmlration  superseded  every  other  feeling.  Her  bearing  waa 
\tu  adwirably  calm  and  dignified,  as  to  niuse  sympathy  in  the 
ets  of  those  who  deteated  not  only  her  crime,  but  the 
for  which  it  had  been  committed  Many  men  of  eveiy 
•  took  off  their  hats  and  bowed  as  the  cart  passed  before 
Amongst  those  who  waited  its  approach,  was  a  young 
named  Adam  Lust,  who  stood  at  the  entrance  of  the 
lit  IIonor<!,  and  followed  Charlotte  to  the  scaffold, 
on  tho  lovely  and  heroic  niaidea  with  all  the  en- 
I  of  hia  inwginativo  nice,  A  lovc.tincjtampled  p«rh»[i!i 
.  the  history  of  the  human  heart,  took  possesaioo  of  fajs  son! 
pfot  one  wandering  look  of  *'  those  beautiful  eyes,  which  re- 
a  sonl  aa  intrepid  as  it  was  tender,"  escaped  him. 
'  earthly  grace  bo  aoon  to  perish  in  death,  every  trace  of 
lufty  and  immortal  spirit,  filled  liim  with  bitter  and  in- 
fcting  emotions  unknown  till  then.  "  To  die  for  her ;  bi 
ek  by  the  same  hand  ;  to  fed  in  death  the  same  cold 
fMch  hod  severed  the  angelic  head  of  Charlotte  -  to  be 
to  her  in  heroism,  freedom,  lovo,  and  death,  was  now 
tly  hope  and  desire  of  hia  heart." 
Bcousciuus  of  the  pasdonate  love  slie  had  awakened, 
iotte  now  stood  near  the  goillotiiie.  She  turned  pale  on 
ulding  it,  but  soon  rcaumed  her  serenity.  A  deep 
anifused  her  face  when  the  executioner  removed  the 
crchief  that  covered  her  neck  and  shoulders,  but  she 
ay  hud  her  head  upon  the  block.  Tlie  executioner 
Itoiichrd  a  ."(priiig,  and  the  axe  came  down.  One  of  Siuistn'a 
listonU  iintntMliately  stepped  forward,  and  holding  up  the 
head  to  the  g;we  of  the  cjwwd,  struck  it  on  either 
The  brutal  act  only  excited  a  feeling  of  horror ;  and 
'  said  that — as  though  evou  itt  death  her  iiidigiumt  ejiirit 
against  this  outrage — an  angry  aud  crimson  flush 
.  aver  the  features  of  Charlotta  Curday. 
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lew  dap  after  lier  execation,  Adam  Lus  pobE 
ptmpUet,  ia  whidi  he  eothaaasticadly  pniaed  hn  ilctd,  i 
proposed  tliAt  ft  stktae,  «ith  the  inticription,  "  Qkejitxx  : 
Brotiib,"  alioakl  be  erected  to  her  memoty  on  the  spat  wfc 
abe  bad  perulied.     He  -w&a  (inested  and  tltfown  into  jm 
(>a   tmtermg  Uie  Abbsjc,  he  pasaionatety   cx«laiin«d : 
fttn  goiag  to  die  for  her  1"      His  wish  waa  lul^Ucd  en:  luii$| 

Straqgo  fevedsh  timea  were  thoae  which  could  rooM 
gentla  uid  lovely  maiden  to  arenge  freedom  by  aneh  a  dtaiif 
deed ;  vbich  ooold  waken  in  a  human  hcAit  a  lore  nhm 
tlHiughts  irere  not  of  life  or  earthly  blisa,  but  of  the  grave  tfd 
the  acafibid.  Let  the  times,  then,  expl&in  thoae  tuitora, 
wben  80  much  evil  and  heroism  are  blcnrlcd  that  maa  oubdI 
mail  the  limits  bellreen  botL  Whatever  judgmeat  najrW 
paaaod  upon  her,  the  character  of  Cboriotte  Corday 
crrtaialy  not  cast  in  an  ordinaiy  mould.  It  ia  &  atnldnj;  i 
Doble  tnut,  that  to  the  last  she  did  not  repent :  never 
error  more  sincere,  If  she  could  have  repented,  the 
iicvrr  have  become  guilty.  t 

Uer  deed  created  an  eztraordinaiy  impression  tbrunebiwt 
Fnutoe.  On  hearing  of  it,  a  beautiful  royaUat  lady  fell  iluvo 
aa  her  knees  and  invoked  "  Saint  Charlotte  Corday."  Vu 
fepnbUcan  Madame  Roland  calla  her  'a  heroine  vorthy  uf  * 
better  age.  The  poet,  Andr6  Ch^nier — who,  before  a  year  W 
^tdapsed.  followed  her  on  the  scaSold^ — sang  her  heroism  ifl  a 
ml-stining  strain. 

The  politii.\il  influence  of  that  deed  mxy  ht  cutimatxl  bf 
the  excliunation  of  Yerguiaud :  "  She  kills  lu,  but  she  teadu* 
U3  how  to  die ! "  It  woa  so.  The  aaaauination  of  Mmt 
exasperated  all  his  &natic  partisans  agaioai  the  Girondistt. 
Almost  divine  honours  were  paid  to  hia  memory  ;  furau  if 
prayer  were  addreasod  to  him ;  alt^irs  were  ereckd  to  hii 
pnour,  and  numberless  victims  sent  to  the  scaffold  u  a  [*•» 
Dg  to  hia  manes.  On  the  wreck  of  hia  poipularity  t«M 
I  ht  more  diuigerons  power  of  Bobee^tirrrc  :  a  new  impobt 
given  to  the  l\e\^  ot  Terror.  Such  waa  the  "p«i«* 
the  «Tnn^  «ai<i  Vfcx^Jvc  ^m^kSJa  QmA*^  'vcscl^o.  VVwim. 
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HE  Aktoiksttb  hod  been  incarcerated  ten  niootlis,  when 
lame  Roland  was  thrown  into  prison.  Tie  qneeti  and  the 
publican  initpirer  of  the  Qironde  had  met  a  like  fate.  Tbe 
Efold,  whleli  awaited  them  both,  was  to  complete  the  re- 
abLuic«  beti^ccu  their  destinies, 
["Well  known  ae,  are  the  details  of  the  captivity  of  the  rojal 
lily  in  the  Temple,  they  cannot  be  omitted  here.  We  have 
the  queen  in  her  prosiwrity,  it  is  fitting  to  behold  her  in 
uuHfurtuue.  In  reauiing  once  more  that  sad  history,  it  will 
pcrhnpa  be  found  easier  to  understand  how,  notwithstanding 
her  tTrors,  Marie  Antoinette  has  left  a  name  to  which,  through 
tlie  chirages  of  political  creeds,  pity  and  admifiktion  will 
er  cling. 

[The  Tfmple,  to  whicli  the  royal  family  were  transferred 

|«ir  tbe  10th  of  August,  was  sn  old,  gloomy  building,  erected 

inhabited  by  the  Knights-Templar  of  the  Middle  Ag«s. 

I  stood  ill  a  Widlod  cndosure,  of  which  the  gates  were  shut 

cry  night     Debtors  found  a  safe  refuge  in  this  place,  which 

Ir  creditors  bad  no  power  to  invade ;   bat  their  presence, 

the  narrow  streets  and  low  dwellings  in  which  they  lived, 

iidcred  this  little  neighbourhood  very  mean  acd  unhealthy. 

be  towtr,"  observes  Clfiry,  in  his  narrative,  "  is  about  n 

kndrcd  and  fifty  feet  high,  and  consists  of  four  stories ;  tu 

place  it  waa  tiiat  Louis  and  his  unfortunate  family  weiv 

aoved.     The  Riatile  prescuted  nothing  of  equal  horror : 

and  Iho  fi»t  of  the  tower  was  dug  a  wide  deep  ditch,  and 

port  of  the  garden  reserved  for  the  walk  of  the  itugust 

kuners  wa»  enclosed  by  an  immenaelj  MgU  wtiV ',  \U«  do^n^ 
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t'hich  were  mnde  of 


were  so  low  md  so  tamw,  tilt  I 
wa»  necessary  to  bend  doable  &iid  mov«  nxkwsya  to  fum  ti 
threshold ;  scarcely  any  lig^i  was  suffered  to  eater  tlunn^  tSt 
windows,  from  the  eknting screena  wMch  wenphkotdom^am, 
and  the  thick  iron  bats  witk  which  they  wt<«  eecartd." 

Loais  XYI.  accepted  this  sadden  change  of  fortiiM  in& 
his  nsoa]  resignation  ;  his  piotia  sister,  as  a  trial  tent  tr 
Hcnvcn ;  Marie  Antoinette,  with  stibdnod  and  alent  U^ 
nation.  The  first  few  days  uf  their  captiTity  wwb  out,  kow- 
ever,  the  most  painful  the  niyal  prisoners  bad  to  paaa.  Eipt 
hiid  not  deserted  them  yet :  the  snccess  of  the  foreiga  an:i:.i 
wotxld  have  delivered  them.  In  that  soccess  tfaey  beliaral, 
not  withont  suiuc  show  of  reason  ;  for  the  antaqght  famBy 
of  French  plcbei:ins  hod  not  yet  been  tested  on  tlte  §tii  «t 
battle.  The  £rst  deep  grief  of  Mnrie  Antoinette  ww  fcv 
npar«tion  from  the  Princess  of  Lamballe  ;  who  was  torn  bm 
Tier  anas  at  dead  of  night,  and  transferred  to  La  Fotea^  k 
order  to  be  mordered  a  few  days  later  by  the  Scpfaimlwiniu*. 
The  procl.imation  of  the  republic  on  the  ilst  of  Septeaict 
shewed  the  king  and  Ms  family  that,  from  Fnnee  at  laitt. 
they  had  no  more  to  hope  :  their  part  waa  orcr  there  for  rm. 
Tliu  Princess  of  Lamballe,  and  the  few  devoted  «*^~— *«■*' 
who  bad  followed  the  royal  family  to  the  Temple^  mn  » 
placed  by  a  rude  man  named  Tison  and  his  wife.  This  i 
whose  mind  was  in  an  unsettled  state,  treated  tbe 
with  alternate  harshness  and  pity  :  she  Bometfmea 
hi<rsolf  devoted  to  the  queen,  and  offered  to  serve  ber ;  ntit 
aloniicd  fur  her  own  safety,  she  suddenly  bctrayri  arf 
accused  her,  Simon,  a  shoemaker,  and  Roncher,  a  iad4fl«r, 
nharod  the  oDire  of  gaoler,  and  took  a  cmcl  and  eowar4f 
in  tormenting  thd;  eaptirea.  They  ueoaeed  lal 
king,  addressed  the  prinoesacs  with  tuniilir,;;. 
compelled  them  to  lisles  to  their  dugotfoi^ 
Dg  language,  and  repeatedly  tortond  tlMm  bgr 
:  mit  iiiti:n:iti<'!i  titat  Looia  XVX  should  ere  long  be 
fh)\u  VbtTO,  'v\  fSfAga.  \b>l  tbiey  might  behol  J  Ihor 
I  cec<iv«  \li^T  cxAx«alac». 
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liese   mcnftres   wero   once   carried   into   execution.     The 
iTtijctly  separated  from  ioA  family  :  but  the  despair 
II  waa  80  orerwhelming  and  so  deep,  hor  tlirents  of 
owing  herself  to  die  of  hunger,  if  this  barbarous  separation 
peridsted  in,  so  vehement,  as  to  soften  even  Simnn,  and 
hini  shed  tears.      Notmthstanding  the  order  of  the 
amune  to  the  contrary,  he  aaanmed  the  responsibility  of 
oving  Louis  XVl.  to  take  his  meals  with  his  family  ;  this 
was,  fortunately,  not  revoked.     Another  indulgence, 
atiet  as  great,  wiu  that  the  faithful  Cl£ry  was  allowed  to 
with  the  kiitg :  he  proved  both  a  servant  and  a  frieoiL 
"^The  life  of  the  royal  family  bad  all  the  monotony  without  the 
luaion  of  captivity.     Watched  on  every  side,  they  could 
Jy  hold  any  rejJ  communication  with  one  another.     The 
rose  tfltl\',  and  prayed  and  reail  until  nine,  at  which 
Lc  met  his  fiwnily  at  breakfii:!!.     When  tliia  meul  wns 
C16ry  combed  out   the  hair  of  the  princesses,  whilst 
r  initructed  his  son,  chiefly  in  geography.     At  twelve,  the 
bole  family  went  down  to  the  dreary  garden  which  laj-  nt 
;  foiit  of  their  jirison.     Thoy  were  futliuwed,  even  there,  by 
Its  ;  which  changed  the^u  hours  of  &cedom  into  hours  of 
BiBbtnent     The  distuit  windowa   which  o\'%rluoked   the 
iiplo   were,   however,  often    thronged   with  sympathising 
ads,  whose  looks  and  gestures  of  pity  and  love  cheered  the 
Kiptives.     At  two,  they  went  up  to  dinner ;  this  meal 
I  embittered  by  the  presence  of  their  gatdcrs,  who  chcckcil 
thing  like  freedom  and  cuaiideuce.     Notwitlntandiug  tlie 
with  which  tlicy  were  watched,  the  jirisoiiers,  hnw- 
pund  moans  to  bold  .some  intercoui-se  with  their  Irictidx, 
to  li>ant  Uie  news.     Paid  news-Tenders  passed  under 
iJrtws  of  the  Temple,  and,  whilst  appearing  to  bawk 
papers,  contrived  to  let  the  king  know  their  contents. 
de  priiicessc.9  worked  mid  read  during  the  aftenioon.     "  In 
evening,"  relutea  Cltiy,  " the  family  sat  round  a  table, 
whilst  Uie  quccD  road  to  them  from  bonks  of  history,  or  other 
iastnictive  works.     Often,  and  unexpectedly,  she  met  with 
ivca  of  events  that  bore  too  great  a  rcacroblanco  to  their 
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fate.  These  would  give  birth  to  tbo  moct  mehmffcoly 
UoDB  :  Mad&me  Elizabeth  wu  then  obliged  tn  take  np  Iht 
book.  The  readiag  geQendl;  oootioaed  natil  «ieht,  i^a  I 
gkre  the  daupbin  his  sapper:  the  qoeea  ahrajs  heard  Ua  af 
his  prayers." 

Hie  gaolers  manifested  more  seTerity  tow»rda  thcif  {D- 
•onen  as  the  dsys  of  their  captivity  jnrrfiinl.  The  {■» 
eeeaes  vere  com]^veUed  to  mend  their  own  cloth<i\  theat  d 
the  Idng  and  of  the  children,  to  sweep  the  floon  of  (bar 
prison,  and  perform  nmny  menial  t^oea.  But  it  w 
the  ceaseless  insults  and  snnoyaaoes  to  which  th^  ' 
jected  that  embittered  their  lot.  These  otitrsgw  woe;  hM^ 
crer,  seldom  directed  to  the  qoecn.  Her  impoaiQg  JiffOtf 
awed  eren  Boncher  and  Simon,  if  not  into  ra^icel;  it  Iwl 
into  sUenoe.  Their  gross  prorocatioDS  wen  addnssed  tp  tht 
king  and  hh  gentle  nster,  who  endured  eretythiog  with  hade 
piitience,  Celinly  resigned  to  her  fate,  M'"**in»  BlhtAttfc 
might  often  be  seen  kneeling  in  prayer  at  the  SdoC  oI  har  bed. 
She  would  remain  there  for  hours  in  the  suae  itlilirk. 
serene  and  beaatifol,  like  a,  being  of  another  and  a  hstUr 
world. 

This  pious  reagnation  formed  no  part  of  the  dnactarW 

\fsiie  Antoinette :   in  her  it  would  bare  been  TrmtnTf* 

She  could  not  and  would  not  forget  Uiat  she  had  ben  a 

queen  ;  that  she  was  now  a  captive  ;  that  the  fate  ti  Chads 

I.  awaited  her  husband  :  what  fait  awaitod  her,  bar  ohOtaB 

and  the  devoted  sister  who  shated  their  paisoo,  aha  kanr 

not     In  this  agony  she  was  sustained  by  pride ;  for  the  km 

she  bore  to  those  around  her  could  only  bow  bar  down  wth 

deapur  and  grief ;  it  was  for  them  that  she  suflend,  and  tmt 

their  destiny  that  she  wept  and  brooded  dorisg  the 

long  nights  uf  her  captivity :    nights  sehlofB  rsfivahid 

^lecp.    Love  h.td  no  }>oweT  to  nxithe  the  aoarowa  il 

^kscd,  but  pride  could  enable  her  to  bear  them,  if  not  with 

^^pire  patience,  at  least  with  dignity.     Such  pcide  was  ool 

^Hk>  ho  oondnnned  -,  for  what  was  it  bnt  the  kst  pratert  •( 

^^Brnic  soul  against  taXe  uv^  T&Kd«\iik\vtQXAN  ^^B 
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^Khe  lAsrinntion  which  Hnrie  Antoinette  hscl  so  long  excr- 
^Bd  on  ail  those  viho  ajtproacbed  her,  did  not  vanish  with 
^Hk  uid  [Kiwor.     Her  fiKling  loveliness,  fnded  hj  gnet  more 
^■a  by  yeam,  bad  ui  duqu^nt'o  Wyond  the  freshness  of 
^BtliTuJ  Lcftuty.     An  injured  qaeeo,  imd  a  suifc-ritig  ^«ife  and 
^Btber,  coininuuded  both  respect  and  eynipatliy.     She  in- 
spired still  deeper  feelinga  in  two  men  named  Toulan  and 
LapitTF.     They  devoted   themselves   to  her   cause,   pknoed 
<mp«ss  for  the  royal  family,  favoured  their  corregpondencea 
I  *ith  their   friends,  and  did   all   that   tic   most  jiassionste  I 
I  eatiiasiasm   could   inspire.     Tliis   lasted   for  a  considerable 
faagth  of  time,  but  the  wife  of  Tison  at  lon^h  betrayed  them, 

I  tod  Toulan  was  taken  and  executed.  Oppressed  with 
imnoree,  the  wretched  woman  foil  dangerously  Ul.  The  queen 
^tad  Madame  Elizabeth,  touched  at  the  ejccess  of  her  grief, 
bot  only  forgave  her,  but  attended  her  during  her  illness. 

hopes  which  the  devotedness  of  Toulan — and  hia  was  not 

■i>Utary  instunce — -had  inspired  for  a  moment,  vanished  in 

heart  of  Marie  Antoinette,  as  the  trial  of  her  husband 

10  on.     One  thought  alone  now  absorbed,  haunted  her 

■nind.  The  serene  resignation  of  the  king,  which  compelled 
licr  to  subdiio  the  expression  of  her  grief,  added  to  its  bitter- 
IncaB.  Of  a  ])asBionate  and  vehement  nature,  she  was  not 
'made  for  an  ever-silent  agony.  She  sought  not,  like  her 
httaband,  to  check  her  sorrow  :  she  only  had  power  over  its 
exteruiil  tokens,  and  tiiis  inward  and  ceaseless  struggle  added 
to  the  ffver  which  consumed  her  cidstence. 

A*  loDg  as  the  trial  lasted,  the  royal  family  were  forbidden 

II  to  lee  the  king  ;  they  would  have  learned  none  of  the  details 
iff  the  trial  itself  but  for  the  zeal  und  ingenious  stratngcnia  of  . 
Gfey  :  through  his  means  they  were  even  able  to  correspond 
wiih  Lonis  XVI.    With  more  grief  than  surprise  they  lenrued 

>  that  he  wtut  condemned ;  and  now  their  last  despairing 
tliought  was,  "  should  they  see  him  once  more  1 "  They  were 
not  refuswl  tlds  final  funstilation.  At  half-past  eight  on  the 
evening  of  the  20th  January  1793,  the  king  once  more  beheld 

Uj^amily.     As  the  door  of  his  apartment  o\nnsdt  t^  c^usicol 
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her  son  entered  firit,  iriu].iine  EUzabetli  aod  tlw 
Bcesa  followed.  They  iiU  fDiir  alternately  daaped  him  ! 
theii  anns  with  convalsive  sobs  and  borsts  of  gcitt,  wimk] 
lasted  for  more  than  half  an  hour.  Tiio  king  at  leugtk  at 
down ;  the  queen  placed  herself  nn  his  left.  Madam*  Eit» 
t)«th  on  his  right,  aad  his  children  before  biiu  and  betvtco 
his  kneea.  Altbotigb  the  room  in  which  tbej  sat  had  a  gia* 
door,  thrungh^  which  commissaries  could  behold  nil  tkt 
pateed,  they  could  not  hear  what  the  king  said.  Ha  ^loti 
parpost'ly  in  a  kiw  tune,  but  the  boirified  gestarcs  of  Mak 
Antoinette  shewed  that  the  whole  of  the  truth  had  not  aid 
then  been  revealed  to  her.  The  bearing  of  Loais  XVL  ni 
admirably  calm,  tendo-,  and  subdued,  during  t!>c  whule  of  ths 
tiying  scene.  An  hour  and  three  qnartcis  had  thas  di)Ht4 
when  the  king  rose  to  part  from  his  fitmily.  Ha  slovlf 
advanced  with  them  towards  the  door.  The  queen  and  tix 
dauphin  were  on  his  right.  Madame  Eli.  '  '  '  >nedcBbB 
brother's   left   shoulder,   Madame   Boj'fti-  Iier  btiti, 

daspod  around  the  waist ;  they  spoke  not,  but  tha  vhdc 
room  was  filled  with  the  sound  of  their  t43an  and  ^—"""^ 
tions.  "I  assure  you,"  said  Louis,  "that  I  will  mc  j» 
»guii  at  eight  to-morrow  morning."  "  Yon  pcoiaae  '' ' ' 
they  all  exclaimed.  "  Yes,  I  pRmiise,"  h»  iiqjiad.  '  '» .-, 
not  at  seven  I"  asked  the  qaeen.  "  Let  it  be  at  aanren,  the*,' 
^ud  her  husband ;  "  farewell ! "  he  then  added,  ia  a  tea*  •> 
HnlemQ  and  so  de«p,  that  his  daughter,  as  if  with  a  tamaae^ 
neaa  of  the  truth,  fainted  away  at  his  feet.  With  on*  man 
embrace,  the  king  tore  himself  trota  them. 

The  agony  of  that  night  was  Eoftened  to  Marie  AH'-^-^** 

by  the  thought  that  sshe  should  see  her  hosbaad  a^iin  oa  tk 

moROw  I  but  seven  and  eight  o'clock  struck,  aad  aha  nethtd 

no  stuumoos  to  meet  the  king ;  it  was  Loaia  himaeU  that  bad 

^pdined  t\e  interne w,  lest  it  should  pnyve  too  tryiiig  (or  thoM 

Hjfe  lored.      The  whole   of   tUnt  dreadfbl  day  waa  spent  bj 

^Bttie  Antoinette   in  lon^  fiiinting  fita,  only  iateniiplfld  I7 

^^nls  of  agnniang  grief.     Time,  winch  sabdncd  tit*  1 

^Ba  of  her  aonow,  could  cot  change  its  natoie. 
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ring  Tciigtiation  took  pns!>osiii>n  of  Ler  eoul :  ahe  hml 

to  hope,  and  sLe  now  felt   like  one  for  whom  the 

aggie  of  Ilfo  was  henceforth  over.     Although  the  gaolere 

ifnmietl  her  that  she  could  resume  the  walks  In  the  garden, 

iich  hitd  for  some  time  been  iiitei  dieted,  she  refused  to  do 

The  mere  thought  of  passing  before  the  door  of  the  kin^s 

artment  filled  her  with  liorrur.     Lest,  however,  the  health 

'  her  children  should  suffer  from  this  confinement,  she  con- 

'  r  severiJ  weeks'  seclusion,  to  walk  with  them  on 

iti  of  tho  tower.     It  was  immediately  surroundtd 

Sth  liigh  hoards,  in  order  that  no  (nendly  look  might  reitch 

queea  even  there. 
[  The  «)rapttrative  lenienoy  with  which  the  mynl  family  had 
after  the  denth  of  tho  king,  ee;if<td  abruptly  on 
I  of  the  Girondists.     It  was  then  decided  thnt  the  qucon 
be  tried,  ftnd  that  the  danphin  should  previously  be 
en  from  her.     The  officer  of  the  Convention  who  came  to 
cntc  iLk  barbarous  order  met  with  une.\pected  rcaiatance. 
sting  flway  eveiy  feeling  of  queenly  dignity  or  silent  pride. 
10  mother  placed  herself  before  the  bed  of  her  son,  and 
_veluaueutly  declared  that,  though  they  might  kiU  her,  they 
3old  not  touch  her  child.     Fur  two  hours  she  defended  him 
ninst  all  their  efftirts.     They  at  length  threatened  to  kill  him 
t  her  arms  if  she  resisted  any  longer.     Uj>on  this  she  cm- 
need  him,  dressed  him,  and  wecpingly  delivered  him  up. 
be  tuilijtppy  and  innocent  child  was  lianded  over  to  the  shoe- 
\kvT,  Simon  :  tiis  mother  never  saw  liim  ugiiin.     Tlirough  the 
of  the  bourda  which   siuronnded   the  platform  of  ber 
r,  she  sometimes,  after  hours  of  watching,  caught  distant 
•f  him  iiu  tho  platform  of  the  tower  where  he  was 
-lit  that  was  all. 
I  Although  slit)  did  not  know  every  detail  of  the  tortorBa 
Qon  inlUctcd  on  tho  young  prince,  tho  queen  knew  enough 
render  her  life  inexjiressibly  bitter.     But  her  sufferings 
ij;  to  a  clone.     At  t«  o  in  tho  morning  on  f  ho  2d 
Mario  Antfiinctto  was  almiptly  wakened  by  the 
Unnoe  into  her  apartment  of  two  inunid\iia!L  ti{!a!3ix&,'«'W> 
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ad  her  tho  dccieo  of  t!  '  rvHiut*  li<a  tB 

nvcy  her  to  the  Coock. ......  . - —  vat  Uiaviit 

trial     She  hc&rd  them   witlxrat  eitber  soniyr  or 
Mndiuno  EiizuWh  luid  the  TKimg  pnnoem  vamlj  cnttMlcJ 
be  allowed  to  (lorouiiinny  tlic  qtiwn  :  tL«r  jirajwra  md 
remained  iinliet'ded.     Miirie  Antoinetle  «r«c  encBpfflfK!  tuna 
2»iui  dress  l<vf<ire  these  men  :  they  tma  seudied  her,  tiiaaf 

mj  aU  the  little  jewels  and  IhiUng  nrtide*  iitill  id  hcrrot- 
seasioD.     '<  'fthcrni  ikerchkf  lJld•viDli' 

grettc,ine:l  .uld  fiiint  V.  r aeir  costfldjr.    It*" 

with  diiBculty  that  abe  i>ermi!ided  th«m  to  lei  her  take  a  dup 

[linen.     When  bcr  '  '   Tig  were  otot,  abe  tnnwJtBwit 

sister  and  her  <  >  wed  them  tiaiderly,  and  Uife 

them  fnrcwelL     She  rcRomnicnded  her  daughter  to  tlM  or  <i 
Madame  Elizubeth,  aiid  re<}u«iited  Madame  Uojaleto 
aunt  as  if  she  were  hiT  mother.     Not  during  to  tnut 
A*ritli  another  IokIc  sbu  then  lin  '  sn  ftain;  eo 

that  she  forgot  to  stooj*  tii  pa-  ith  tha  li>w  door, 

dtnick  her  bead  \rith  some  force  against   it      One  of 
tnuiiidjial  oSiccrs  iisked  if  she  had  hurt  hemelil     '*Ub,  lu) 
she  motinifiilly  rciiliod,  "nothing  can  hurt  me  now" 
Kh(i  cnttTfd  the  hiicknej'-coach  wldeh  w.ii' 

yard,  cArrj'ing  under  her  arm  the  little  baii.: 

hnd  hern  lUhiwed  to  tukc.     The  reli  of  tbo  Condi 

w  hidi  the  <iaeen  was  thrown  vu  bi-i 

tfic  jirisnn.     (Jeneral  Ciistino,  ■wtio  [ 

had  been  removed  from  it  in  urder  thtit  it  tn  •  -s 

her:  it  was  several  steps  lower  than  the  jrar^.  i.  .u.  ^  Jdi 

received  iiir  and  light,  through  a  narrow  grnted  windpjw; 

uiist'rablc  l»fd.  a  deal  t;ih]e,  a  woodeiv  ' 

hottonieil  chivirs,  were  «1!  the  funtiturc  it  I 

stone  Widls,  and  the  close  atmosjdieri!  of  this  gl'iomf 

mode  it  re>ic7nhle  a  orlkr  more  than  a  placQ  destined  Ut 

any  btimau  being.     Yet  this  was  t>i  be  the  iMt  dwriifalgofi 

vronmn  and  ii  qnecn  I     This  room  was  entered  thrcm{^  ■> 

antochamher,  in  which  two  gcndannM  with  uaked 

were  i>btci:d  ;  t\veu  ot<V«r&  ^w%  ^Ja  Vlsbu^  'Jo*  ^kwi  ■%>dah 
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room  into  the  other  alwaje  open,  and  not  to  lose 
rigbt  of  Marie  Antoinette  even  in  her  sleep.     The  gaolers  of 
ConciiTgeric,  Richard  and  his  wife, — notwithstanding  the 
ciMi  of  their  orders, — treated  the  illustrious  captive  with 
ich  kindness,     Instwid  of  tho  coarse  prison  fare,  Madame 
lard  gave  the  queen  wholesome  and  delicate  food  iire[xared 
\sy  htTsolf ;  she  introduced  a  little  comfort  iiito  her  cell,  aadij 
divcrtuig  the  attention  of  the  gendarmes  by  ingenious  strata 
gems,  Bccrotly  gave  her  news  of  Madame  Elisabeth  and  het 
children.     This  worthy  woman  carried  her  devotedneas  so  fa 
w  to  seek  to  favour  the  queen's  escape.     She  introduced,  foff 
this  purpose,  Michonia  and  the  Chevalier  de  Bougcvillc  into 
her  prison.      The  chevalier  gave  Marie  Antoinette  a  flower  i 
which  c^ntAined  a  note  oScriug  hct  men  and  money  ;  she  wa 
I  unfortunately  snqirised  iis  the  act  of  reading  it.     The  two  de 
^Qted  men  and  Richard  and  his  wife  were  immediately  arrestedl 
^^B  thrown  into  prison  t  with  them  vanished  the  queen's  last 
^Hpe  of  safety. 

^^pho  dangerous  office  of  softening  the  captivity  of  the  queen 

^^K  nevertheless,  eagerly  sought  by  M.  and  Madame  Bault, 

PRmiTly  gaolers  of  La  Force.     They  rivalled  the  devotedneaa 

i   of  HicLard,  whom  they  succeeded  in  the  post  of  gaolers  of  tha 

:  although  her  orders  were  to  give  her  prisonet 

ijid  water,  l^fadame  Bault,  foUowing  the  example  i 

I    her  jvredecessor,  carefully  prepared  her  food.     Marie  Antoinette 

I    never  drank  wine,  but  the  Seine  water  did  not  agree  with  her ; 

Madame  Bault,  accordingly.procured  btr  the  pure  water  of  A  rcn- 

eitil,  wlJfh  had  been  her  favourite  beven^e  in  Trianon.     Many 

persons  from  without,  who  were  allowed  to  visit  their  impris- 

otted  relatives,  took  this  opportunity  of  forwarding  little  deli- 

M|oea  to  the  fallen  queen ,  the  women  of  the  Halle,  who  had 

Honuerly  been  the  purveyors  of  the  royal  family,  privately 

I  wnt  her  presents  of  their  fruits  and  flowers.      It  was  not 

out  much  peril  to  herself  that  Madame  Bautt  procured 

prisoner  these  indulgences  :  her  husband  was  once  severely 

!!'_'  Imng  the  damp  walla  of  Mario  Antoi' 

l^i  _aii„  I  an  old  piece  of  tapestry;  his  dau^tftt 
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wm,  however,  allosed  to  bdp  the  potaoer  to  make  hef\ 
and  dov  up  ha  room ;  ahB  akp  «wliwd  tlM  opliTt'b  I 
tmtj  moming,  and  meaded  tbe  soa^  "ipI^J  "f  ^■■■<  *>^ 
tfaa  two  old  gowns,  to  wbich  tbie  waidrobe  of  tiie  qnao  d 
tnoee  wm  otywredneed. 

The  two  montlis  vlueh  «Lipsed  ban  tin  Sd  of  AigM  tk 
the  Utli  of  October,  wben  Aa  appcesed  belbie  tfce  BmJ»' 
tioony  Tribunal,  were  spest  bj  lilarie  Antoinette  in  ;■■«• 
mAiwiww.  ^fted  witii  a  miad  <if  gi«Bt  aoagT',  w^  vmt 
thut  oommoii  ptide,  and  with  the  bweet  — wpHWHtiw  te 
wrong  and  iosolt,  how  intetMB  Hinat  have  been  the  part  wetu- 
ings  which  could  Tcdnoc  her  pasBioiiale  and  tapokits  aalBe 
to  a  state  of  oompaiatine  apathj.  TbegendanoeawfciwatiW 
her  often  sanr  herwe^n^  bb  die  knelt  is  pncyir  aft  tkafcotrf 
the  bed  ;  oftener  atill  she  aat  fistlesely  near  the  U^  wMdv. 
from  which  a  Sunt  ny  of  light  came  down  ax  btr  p*l«  boa  tad 
figure  :  the  mounnng  ahewcce  made  herloeksna 
and  doolate  ctilL  Bat,  thonsh  brokeB-hearted,  the 
qneea  waa  not  sahdned ;  and  this  i>  :3t)fi«s  bar  ftidt 

aai  conobtes  it  into  soBiethiBg  euu. — . .  :~r  bea  waa  aoC 
the  pride  to  wbiich  nak,  power,  or  uiwmirtance  ^t*  both, 
aad  vUch  Cdk  with  them.  Marie  AotaiBette  rahaed  tboa 
tUaga  vfaOat  thejr  weia  heta^  bat  thc^  IbtBad  do  part  af  bv 
natoie :  thejr  left  her,  bat  she  was  hetaelf  still :  dw  «m  the 
tjneeB  erca  in  her  daageoo ;  man  tndf  mpl  withia  thaia 
glooBijr  wnlb  thaa  when  snmanded  by  the  qplendoara  of  V«r 
«u11m. 

Oil  t!ie  1 4th  of  October,  U»m  Aatoinette  was  t 
I  i'Oaal,  held  in  the  adjoining  Falais  de  Jostioa 

'  ehal,  bat  with  endeat  attentinn  to  iwatwf 

f  fc—Mwg  was  cafan  and  dignifiad :  die  hcatd  * 
I  the  kng  act  of  aecnaatiaa  lead  hj  Vtnqtam ' 
aKotad  that  the  crinMS  attribatad  to 
,  Fredegeoda,  and  C^theriae  of  Medici,  were  fiBraa»> 
^ooonaitted  by  the  widow  CSspet.  Shewaac 
r^ibt^dated  the  finaooaa,  with  plottiag  i 

AOMd  afiunine,aad«arioasolher  politkd 
,v-nLi«A  w«R  VacnmK  «xid  ooapoaodL     6«hait> 
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ting  to  cvcdU  aha  oould  tiot  control,  eke  eutot«d  into  no  qm- 
I  and  tiKlignont  protest  agnin!(t  tlic  jio^t ;  alio  alan  BvoidMM 
[|]in)uutiuig  Lcr  awii  lifu  luid  the  Bufuty  vt  htr  tritadn  by^ 
»uy  iiiifcniilcDt  defiiince  ;  to  bear  jifttieiitly  had  become  her 
lot  One  of  htT  motives  for  taking  this  line  of  oomliict  wiw 
UuU  such  hftd  been  tho  course  adujitcd  by  Louid  XVI.  Jcal- 
OOa  of  hia  biiROur,  she  did  not  n'uh  to  be  contnstcd  with  him  to 
tig  diittdvantAsc.  Tho  moat  infamous  accusation  a!:;uinHt  her 
I  tluit  of  iU'burt ;  who  asserted  that  shu  hnd  dejiravcd  her 
chilli,  the  dauphin.  Marie  Autuiuetta  disdaiuud  to  iiialco 
mnj  answer.  One  of  tho  jury  luiving  pressed  her  to  reply, 
•1m  twned  tuwards  tho  crowd,  her  couutciuneu  lit  up  by  scorn 
aad  indignsnt  majesty,  merely  utying,  "  I  njipeid  to  all  the 
Buitlicn  pnsseut."  The  mothers  who  heard  her  then  were  the 
Axiknu  Trieoltcuses,  who  dsUy  accomp-tnicd  victim.^  to  the 
•otffold  ;  but  even  they  hiul  not  so  fur  given  up  nil  the  feelings 
a(  wDioiinliooil  ss  to  remain  inscuuble  to  such  na  ajtpe.kl,  nud  n 
marmor  of  horror  and  indignation  against  tifbcrt  ran  thruugb- 
oot  the  court  \Micn  nil  the  accusations  e^gaiust  her  hod  been 
kaard,  Mario  Antoinette  was  askod  if  she  had  anything  to  say  : 
ah*  unswereJ.  "  I  was  a  queen,  and  you  took  swuy  my  crown  m 
•  wife,  and  yon  killed  my  liuMb.tnd  ;  n  mother,  und  you  d*^ 
privcd  me  of  my  children ;  my  blood  aloue  remaitis  :  tako  it, 
but  do  not  make  mc  suffer  long."  Chiiuve*u  de  la  Oanle  and 
Tronson  du  Coudray,  her  deffuder»,  were  then  hcnrd  j  but 
llwir  Dolitc    '    "  '(-ous  efforts  remained  unavailing.  , 

At  four  '  I  tho  morning  u(  the  ItSth,  she  wm  coim 

licBUMd  to  die.  Hiic  hc^rd  her  sentence  with  that  ntlmirablll 
^ffdtj  and  self-pu&se&^iioii  vrhieli  had  never  deserted  her  since 
tlw  beginning  of  her  tiiat  on  the  1  tth ;  although,  with  a 
barfatritj  worthy  of  them,  her  ju<lgC!S  bad  refused  ^l  let  her 
rotire,eVfn  for  one  moment's  rest,  and  a^irccly  alluwcti  herajiy 
ftwd,  in  tbc  hope  of  subduing  her  courage  Mith  ber  physical 
ctmgtb.  Once,  feclinj;  very  thirsty,  she.  asked  for  some 
water ;  no  one  dorod  to  bring  bur  any,  until  iJjc  re|>eated  bor 
nqocat,  when  an  ufiicer  of  the  gendarmes,  unable  to  resist  the 
iiapalM,  brought  her  a  glass :  he  lu«t  his  post  for  tlii*  simpla  , 
•at  of  hooumtty.  I 
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WL«n  tiie  Prbiiiiiml  of  Umi  Tnbaaal  aakcU  faor  u  >ik] 
any  ejection  xu  make  to  tier  acmUnM,  tbe  qoeaa 
cLiuing  ta  rqtijr.    The  ierct  ait]>lM)je  Trhich  followed  kv M(4 
the  court  could  out  duturb  h«r  pruud  etMopuourr      SV  n-i'-mll 
to  thtt  Concicr^rie,  wid,  having  obUincd  wi 
addt«!i3ed  to  MmLime  KUzabetb  &  U»t  Icttcr—n  tuJit  vrirj 
roachcd  her.      In  thu  letter  tbf  nffnamtadcd  her 
children  tii  her  lister's  can;,  f«r>  -ing  than  udhir; 

protesting  tlut  she  died  in  the  i....„  . .l  uer  Cttheis,  ud I 
tailoring  her  enemiea.     She  then  threw  benelf  oa  hir  1 
and  slept  for  two  houis.     A  cooatitutional  priot  wm  *ait  ^ 
bar,  but  she  declined  his  ministry'. 

"  Yuur  death,"  he  begmn,  "  is  golog  to  expiatft  "— - 

"  F«nlLs,  not  crimes,"  ahe  interrupted. 

Two  other  constitatioBal  priests  who  attended  her 
equally  uusncceaafuL     She  refused  to  bear  them,  aad  ynjtl 
abno.     After  resting  sufficiently,  the  qneoa  rose,  cut  her  I 
and  dreeaed  heraelf  carefully.     At  eleven  the  execoticncr  c 
Loood  her  hands,  ami  led  her  to  the  cart.     She  nit 
silently,  heinlless  of  all   that  passed  around  ber,  and  «/  i 
reprfscutations  of  the  priost  at  her  side. 

It  is  aa.hl,  luid  mi  gocKl  authority,* — tboQgh  the  fact 
not,  we  believe,  been  alluded  tu  by  any  liintriTJi'n — thai 
men  who  had  not  thought  tha  accaaatioas  of  Hfbot  tea 
iniamoiu  for  the  qneen,  cuneeired  the  project  of  d^iadiaf  hir 
death,  by  caiuing  her  to  bo  judged  and  to  pemh  betwAS  mj 
coorteaans  confined  in  the  tsama  prison  with   ber.     niyj 
boasted  of  their  plan  until  it  c&ino  to  the  kuuwled^  rf  I 
wouieu  concerned  in  it ;  who,  J  .  th«y  wcrv,  frit  ttii| 

reecnted  the  intended  infatny:  i....,  -  .u  dcdand,  with  < 
greatest  energy,  that  if  tlio  project  wcro  canied  iato  «&BI|| 
tltey  would,  even  on  the  scaffold  and  in  the  face  nf  the  jufi^l 
fall  down  at  the  feet  of  the  queen,  and  publicly  Uaploni 
forgiveness  for  being  compelled  to  (Uc  with  bor.  Alamud  isl 
tha  eGfect  such  a  scene  might  produce,  the  prtgeebui  of  ihial 
infiuBoua  plan  abandoiMd  it  reluctantly. 
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It  WHS  little  more  than  eleven  when  the  cart  which  con- 
ned tho  queeu  left  the  Conciergerie,  yet  she  did  nut  reach 
;  PIac«  dc  la  Revolution  Butil  half-past  twelve.     During  all 
time  she  was  subjected  Ui  the  contiDued  hootings  and 
Its  of  the  jiopiUace.     Her  firmness  never  forsook  her ;  but 
1  criuisoii  flushus  uiid  the  deadly  paleness  which  rapidly  suc- 
ied  each  othpr  on  her  cheeks,  revealed  the  intenBe  agonvj 
cndurud.     The  cart  was  compelled  to  stop  opposite 
uf  St  Ihjch,  in  otdliT  that  the  dense  crowd  ssaembled 
1  the  steps  might  obtidii  a  better  view  of  their  victim.    Ovei- 
uG  by  her  feelings,  the  queen  bowed  down  her  head  for  a 
Dmcnt.     It  was  observed  that,  as  she  paesed  along  the  Hue 
Honor6,  she  looked  at  the  republican  iuscriptionB  and 
js  of  the  houses  with  evident  curiosity :  another 
Btiou  placed  on  Uds  incident,  is,  that  the  queen  was 
Dg  far  a  sigunJ,  which  was  to  reveal  to  her  the  house 
I  non-juring  priest  awaited  her  passage,  in  order  tu  giv« 
Jatiua 
iie  countenance  of  Miuio  Antoinette  exhibited  the  greatest 
tion  when,  on  entering  the  Place  de  la  Hevolution,  ahe 
eld  the  palace  sad  gardens  of  the  Ttiileries;  but  she  soon 
mmcd  her  calmness,  and,  aided  by  the  priest  and  the  execu- 
uer,  quicklj  ascended  the  scoSbld.     In  doing  so,  she  trod 
'.  chance  on  the  fijot  of  Sanson ;  he  uttered  an  exclamation 
paiiu     "  Forgive  me,"  she  gently  said.     Her  bearing  in 
at  Bolemn  nsnuient  wits  u»  impressive  onion  of  calmness  and 
ity,  as  all  the  eyc-wititeases  of  this  scene— one  of  whom 
know  pcisonally — have  testified.     She  was  attired  in  a 
dicss  of  white  pt'qui;  a  dose  white  cap  could  not 
cly   o.>ncca!   her  hair,  lung    since    blanched    by  griot 
Jy  »ny  traces  now  remained  uf  her  cnoe  daxzliiig  lovdiJ 
but  her  features,  though    tliin    and  jvile,  were  still 
1 ;  a  deep  red  circle  siurounded  her  eyes,  and  betrayed 
flesM  wcejitiig  of  her  latter  years.    Thus  changed,  from 
gay,  beautiful  vision  they  Iwd  cnthusiastic:illy  welcomed 
ly-tliree  yirars  befure,  the  widowed  queen  of  Prance  now 
I  on  »  Ka&iU  before  hor  peojito.    Sht  knalt  aiti.  \>ra^<t&.  Vv«. 
2c 


402 


WOMAH  IN  FEAJfCK. 


a  few  secondt  in  a  low  tone,  tlicn  Toie  uid  calmly  tk&*mdi(^ 
self  over  to  the  cxocutii  me; .  Wirnn  b  er  ImnkI  1i»d  bllHi  btnath 
the  knife  of  the  guillotine,  he  held  it  opv  ond  wsllnd  m 
the  scaffold  shewing  it  to  the  people,  and  shoatiag  in  a  bod 
tone,  "  Yivsla  Republiqaet"  The  crowd  4»aght  ap  tiu  o;, 
which  filled  the  whole  place. 

Thus  perished,  in  her  thirty-aeTenth  jear,  the  widow  (*f  tii* 
great£!it  kiug  in  Europe.  The  daughter  of  SIaiu  Thtn*. 
though  less  fortunate,  was  not  leas  heroic  t!mi  her  BMti 
Her  whole  hiatoty,  and  the  severest  judgment  sgainal  hs, 
may  be  summed  np  iu  her  own  woids — "  Faolta,  not  em 
Her  errors  were  those  of  her  judgment,  aerer  of  her  bent 
Bad  she  summed  the  reYoIutioa,  tim  would,  how«T«r,  hin 
been  judged  with  more  severity.  "BintCTj  would  have  wbd 
her  to  account  for  her  husband's  fall  and  death,  and  dm  iM 
only  escaped  this  reproach  by  sharing  his  destiny.  Tha«  ae 
few  tsaks  more  difficult  than  that  of  apeakiog  historicattf  (t 
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thna  cowardly  taken,  recoiled   for  ever,  and  is  an  eternal 
reproach  to  those  who  had  not  the  magnanimity  to  forgive. 

Nothing  is  more  charact«ri3tic  of  Maiio  Antoinette  than 
her  attitude  during  her  last  hours.  When  they  parted,  her 
mother  had  said  to  her,  "  Think  of  me  in  the  time  of  sorrow 
■■r  danger."  Tliat  time  had  come;  and,  mindful  of  her  words, 
her  daughter  seemed  to  gather  to  her  aid  all  the  pride  of 
her  race.  She  wrapped  herself  in  a  silent  reserve ;  disdain- 
ing to  hold  coDveise  with  those  who  might  conquer,  but  could 
not  flubdne  her.  At  the  tribunal  her  fingers  wandered  idly 
over  the  arm  of  her  chair,  as  if  she  were  touching  the  keys  of 
«ome  musical  instrument  She  looked  abstracted  during  the 
whole  time:  indifferent  when  her  sentence  was  read.  The 
oonstitntional  priests  could  draw  nothing  save  monosylLiblcs 
from  her.  She  was  not  haughty,  defiant,  or  despairing :  her 
bearing  cannot  be  characterised  as  that  of  the  queen  or  the 
woman.  With  worldly  pomp  or  pride  she  hod  long  done,  and 
her  mother's  feelings  slept  in  her  heart  far  beyond  human  ken. 
She  foigave  her  enemies;  but  more,  perhaps,  from  proud  disdain 
than  because  the  heavenly  peace  of  mercy  had  descended  into 
her  aouL  A  stem  resolve  to  accomplish  her  fate  unshrink- 
ingly, sustained  her  through  her  last  bitter  trial.  Perhaps 
the  old  thought:  "  History  awaits  us!"  haunted  her  even 
then.  She  made  not  one  effort  to  soften  the  crowd ;  she 
spoke  not  a  word  for  her  justification  :  she  perished  unyield- 
ing, and  proudly  ulent  to  the  last 
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UIDIJU  ROLAND  :    BXB  CAPTTVITT,  TSIAL,  A2fn  nun. 


Am  tliu  titToincs  of  the  reTolotioD  pais  befiofe  ua  in  Boocai 
It  is  tuul  tu  purcdvo  how  the  great,  tibe  bcantifal,  mi  tk 
gifted  MocTn  to  hnvc  had  bnt  one  destiny — Ui«  priaaa  mi  ifti 
McalTold.  Wun  that,  theo,  the  bourue  to  which  tkt  V^ 
hcroium  <if  Xarie  Aotoinette,  the  Mcrificul  ftinx  of  Clwkfil* 
(^inlny,  atid  tlio  cMtthnaiitam  nnd  genius  of  MadHaa  BtlMi 
nlike  tundfd  1  Did  heruisni,  b(.;vut y.  aud  devc-t*dnos  «fc«r»« 
no  liottor  fati)  1 

Hut  this  BimiLuity  of  destiny  i!ir/ 
iiig  or  oharnrtiT.      Even  C'tuuluttc  i     i.   ..  .:   '     -  •     '    ■ 
Miuliinio  nuliitid,  ht-nelf  su  diifensnl  (rum 

Thp  most  oi'iicaitc  jictirtns  tod  to  the  nine  r>. .  — ;  .^ 

in  thu  hiiitor)-  of  those  o-il  times  is  cqnalJj  stuiocd  with  Moii 
\Vt<  Un  MAduiiio  Kxt.'viid  lut  bIk> entered  theAbbaje, Ao^ftn*: 
wo  hivve  now  ti)  follow  her  tn  the  scaSuUL 

Less  tiflLt'tiHl  by  her  arrest  thun  by  the  fate  m{  the  fUtf 

with  will  mi  »he  fell,  Miulame  RoUud  was  afaaorUtI  fay  tbf 

i-riva  aiul  tuMiult  nf  the  streets,  vriuch  reoebod  una  Imt  rRMto 

(<ll,     Shi>  liKU-iH'il  viith  H  Ix^llii^  h<:ait  to  every  tooad,  «*1 

riuted  with  fi-rortxh  niixietj  for  the  crcuing's  netra.     Iteaoi, 

brought  no  dttdiUTo  tidings ;  onapowi'md  witli  fal|ga^ 

K    '       '       '  Into  a  liMvy  alnmbar.    The  next  numM 

I  iranl  vrhich  tlie  gBoIer  brovght  has  lU 

the  twenty-twu  Gtraoduta,     Tht 

Ih:  '*lly  country  is  luat!'  $ii»  |m» 

I  abe  bade  a  bat  niul  bitter  (aieweB 
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itose  hopes  of  faappincAs  and  sublime  illusions  which  her 
,  had  cherished  so  long. 

}ut  if  she  abaadiined  enthusuiatic  dreams,  her  faith  in  truLh  ■ 
virtue  remained  unshaken.    No  disaster  coukl  disturb  the  j 
enity  of  her  sotil — no  fear  subdue  its  energy.     Her  mode 
life  in  her  jiristm  was  regulated  and  comjioacd  :  politieij 
stiou  hod  vanished  ;  she  seemed  to  have  gone  back  to  tho 
:  and  happy  days  of  her  youth,  securely  spent  beneath  her 
r's  hutnblo  roof.      She  made  every  necessary  effort  to 
cure  her  freedom  :  .she  wrote  to  the  Assembly,  protesting 
list  her  illegal  arrest ;  she  sent  remonstrances  to  the  seo- 
but  when  these  efforts  remained  uuavniHug,  she  betrayed 
ber  despondency  nor  suri»rise.     Her  first  ciue  was  to  pro- 
a  few  bonks :  Thomson,  Plutarch,  and  Tacitus  soothed 
fortified  her  soul.     When  she  felt  wearied  with  thought 
ttolitude,  she   relaxed  Ler  mind  by  drawing.     Flowers, 
wbidi  tho  few  friends  who  stUl  visited  her  in  her  adver- 
'  provided  her,  filled  her  gloomy  cell  with  their  fragranoei 
I  beauty,  and  appeased  her  captive's  longing  for  that  love-1 
I  of  natore  which  was  never  more  to  bless  her  yearning 


■  a  captivity  of  twenty-four  days,  Madame  Rolaud  was 
![ncx[)ectedly  released  The  order  for  her  liberation  stated 
there  was  nothing  against  her.  She  left  her  cell  in  the 
Abbsye — whii^h  was  afterwards  tenanted  by  two  kindred  spirits, 
*  and  Charlotte  Oorday — and  hahtoned  homo  with  a 
i>dl  of  joy.  Scarcely  had  she  pjtsscd  the  threshold  of 
her  dwelling  when  she  was  again  apprehended.  Her  release 
was  only  owing  to  the  persevering  hatred  of  her  enemies ;  her 
Erst  np]ireliension  being  grossly  Ulcgiil,  they  took  this  methnd 
of  securitig  their  victim.  Madame  Roiand,  without  beingj 
even  allowed  to  embrace  her  child,  was  iniiuediately  conveyed 
to  8atut«-I'oIagie,  the  prison  usually  awarded  to  women  of 
dilsolutc  life.  The  son  of  her  lamllndy  was  afterwards  sent  ^ 
to  the  guilluline  for  having  pi-otestcd  against  her  apprehension. ' 
Tlic  i»hock  she  thus  experienced  proved  at  first  too  much  for 
tli«  furtitude  of  Madame  Itolaud.     Her  tsuul  foe  ae^«ta.l  d&.'^'i> 
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rctnAtned  overwhelmed  with  grief ;  but  tlte  gnditaDy  ric'*"! 

tier  cumposore,  and  felt   almost  inniigruuit   at  her  pnmeai 

weakness.     She  now  fredj  made  tfae  nunfics  <d  her  life,  ahk^ 

fcha  ptstsetTed  wils  forfeited  to  the  Latrcd 

reeolTed  to  ose  Dubly  wknt^vor  of  it  WHA  t' 

ind^tcndence  of  her  iocnltiea  "which  a  sttoi^  »i>.' 

ereu  in  chuns^  uid  whtcli  dLuppotnta  the  wkmA  eager  tua.  ' 

The  soffidngs  of  ModuDe  Rokad  in  her  new  prifOD  wa» 
•t  first  very  severe.  She  wa«  ct>!upelle<I  to  inhabit  •  i 
cell,  where  her  ears  were  constantly  aamtled  by  the  i 
Inugtugie  of  the  neighboaiing  proatitnte&  Tlic  m  ■[■■<■ 
uf  Madame  Bonchaud,  the  gaoler's  wife,  aoftteed  facretfitiTily. 
Her  room  was  exchanged  for  another.  She  warn  aUowad  iit 
eojoyinent  of  cumforts,  and  even  of  a  few  laxorieB  -  a  j«» 
niinp  hid  the  bars  of  her  window,  and  m  hired  i^ianM  hcgsiBi 
the  tcdiousneifii  of  her  priiwn  hooTB.  But  the  IdnilaMi  tW 
cxijerieiiccd  did  uot  blind  her  to  1  ^ 
fatp  nbe  now  prepared,  by  begiimii;  j 
i)th  of  Augnat  1793. 

The  enemiea  of  Madame  Roland  hoii  luu<j  aseujeti  wr 
private  and  public  cfaaraeter  with  the  coAtvcaA  and  mat 
adnmnions  imputations.  She  resolved  to  lay  bare  her  16 
from  childhood  to  the  present  hoar,  and  thus  aolemnly  affaa! 
frum  the  judgment  of  her  oontemporariea  to  that  of  poatoit}. 
Her  Memoirs  depict  Mudanie  Roland  as  no  other  [Mn  ou  (i« 
piiint  h<^r.  We  see  bur  tlivn^  as  she  was :  a  hoaotilBl,  lal 
being,  her-iic  and  serene,  and  bearing,  tbroo^  all  her  naioMa 
and  pride,  the  tokens  of  a  soul  so  nuhle  and  so  pore  a*  «9 
I'jdl  forth  the  admiratiou  and  reverence  of  future  age*,  lb 
t'Inmung  ease  and  grace  with  which  aha  retnoea  the  hiMoif 
of  her  childhood,  the  sudden  transition  from  those  brah  tai 
a^'Xca  of  the  past  to  the  fearful  gU-Hun  of  the  pitumti 
ag  e]u(]uence  of  her  iudijjuation  againct  the  tynob 
,  the  commanding  atr«ngth  of  mind  vhicli  abe  snoa- 
jil.'ivs,  rvriilcr  thcsL-  ihlemuin  almost  aoiqae  :  not, 
I  }t(t!rary  (irxlnction,  great  a*  their  mei 

*  tUninin,  ^  aiS,  *oL  U. 
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work  deatitied  tu  fustua  witli  deep  and  irresUtible  powtr 

I  the  linman  bcart. 

[These  ileuioins  [xissess,  moreover,  a  dramatic  interest,  pecij. 
to  themMlves  and  to  the  circuniatances  ondor  which  tLey 
writtfiu  When  we  rend  of  tlie  enlhuaiastic  cLild  poring 
tlio  old  voluiQO  of  Plutart-h,  we  tliink  of  lier  who  writes 
I  pages,  in  n  |»risou,  with  the  scallold  awaiting  itfl  victim. 
I  herself  Interrupts  thoae  {iicture<3  of  licr  dilldliood  to  weep, 
,  ovw  her  fate,  but  over  her  friends  and  her  country.  In 
icf  and  paasiuiiate  eloquence  with  which  she  draws  the 
picture  of  oppressed  and  degraded  Fr.inc*,  we  perceive 
I  sotirce  of  her  fonoer  [tower,  and  recognise  the  auitl  of  tho 
atide.  The  pnges  of  those  Memoirs,  whicb  ahe  wrote  and 
Sdcd  by  atealtli  to  ber  friend  Champagueux,  iire  occasionally 
1  €)ff  with  luounifid  iutimationa  that  they  may  never  be 
lied  On  the  5t}i  nf  September  1793,  we  find  ber  writing 
B,  in  a  note  to  Champagne  ux—"  I  cat  this  copy  in  order 
I  }d&cc  wlti»t  hi  written  in  t!io  little  box.  When  I  perceive 
at  a  revolutionary  army  has  been  decreed,  that  new  tribunals 
»)f  bb>od  are  being  formed,  that  the  land  is  menaced  with 
fainine,  and  th.it  tyrants  no  longer  know  what  to  do,  I  feel 
that  they  are  going  to  mtdie  new  victims,  aad  timt  no  one  in 
pured  of  life." 

IConaciiius  of  her  approaching  fate,   she  hurried  over  her 

:  the  last  piiges  of  tlie  Menujirs  bear  evident  traces  of  the 

B  with  which  they  were  written,     .She  expresses  herself 

in  October — "  I  have  been  interraiited,  iu  order  to  be 

linned  that  I  am  conifiriscr!  in  tho  act  of  accusation  with 

sot,  and  so  inniiy  other  deputies  recently  arrested.     Tba 

ata  think  to  fiO  the  cliasm  open  before  them  by  casting  in 

nest  men  ,  hut  they  shidl  fall  into  it  after  them.     I  do  not 

to  go  t'j  the  dcaffoJd  iu  such  good  company  ;  there  would 

mo  in  living  nvtiongst  gnitty  wretches.     I  shall  send 

i>py  imd  omlintte  with  ajiothcr,  if  I  am  not  prevented. 

y,  4th  of  October  ;  liirthday  of  my  daughter,  who  is  this 

twflve  yenra  oltL" 

:  thought  of  her  daughter  was  the  only  one  that  could 
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dktnrb  tcr  heroic  serenity.  Helen-M«ii>  WIQi^U  liu  bA 
the  foUowing  account  of  a  visit  whiclL  she  paid  to  Madunr 
IU)kDd  in  the  prison  uf  Sainte-pglagie  •  "  Her  toot,  M^ste 
t<>  circonistAnces,  retained  its  accustomed  BtseaaXf,  mi  At 
conversed  with  the  same  niumated  cbeerfiLliicM  in  ha  llttk 
cell  as  .she  used  to  do  in  the  hotel  of  the  mim&tfr.  Slw  hMl 
provided  herself  with  a  few  books,  and  I  found  hs  tv£b( 
Plutarch,  She  told  me  that  she  expected  to  die ;  and  lie 
look  of  placid  resignation  with  which  abe  said  it,  oaoTinccd 
me  that  she  was  prepared  to  met  death  with  a  firmness  TOrthj 
of  her  exalted  character.  Tl\*ien  I  inquired  after  her  daogbta^ 
an  only  child  of  twdvu  yeara  of  age,  alie  bur&t  into  teao ;  ui 
at  the  overwhelming  recoUectioQ  of  her  husband  and  claU, 
the  courage  of  the  victim  of  liberty  was  lost  in  the  feilhi(ptf 
the  wife  and  the  mother." 

With  the  exception  of  Vergniaud  and  &  few  mon^  tt( 
Girondists  were  not  all  aware  of  their  destiny  :  Brisut  MO- 
sidered  his  acquittal  possible.  Jecdoua  of  the  honour  of  lis 
f rieud,  and  unwilling  that  he  should  be  led  to  betmj  isj  tB- 
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It  was  thus  rcliited  by  Henriette  herself  lo  a,  friend  : 
was  a  widow,"  add  she,  "  and  I  had  no  childrou  ;  llaJaine 
nd,  on  tiie  contrary,  hi«l  a  hiisbfiud  advauced  in  years  anri 
i  loTfly  Uttte  girl :  h<ith  tieeded  her  utmost  ciire.     What  could 
1  more  natural  than  for  ine  tu  expose  my  uselesa  life  in  ordtT 
I  aavo  hern,  so  precinus  to  her  family  1     1  wanted  her  to  ex- 
ngo  her  attire  for  mine,  und  to  endeavour  to  escape  whiLit 
'  r«niunt<d  bthiiid.     But  neither  prnyers  nor  tears  availwl, 
'Thoy  would  kill  thee,  my  good  Henriette,' she  unceasingly 
rupoitcd  :  '  thy  blood  would  over  fftll  on  inc.     Sooner  would 
.xuffer  dc-ath  a  thousand  times,  than  reproach  myself  with 
I  r    Seeing  tluit  nothing  coald  move  her,  I  bade  her  fare- 
to  Iwhold  her  no  more." 
Mailaine  Rutand  itt  fii-st  thonght  that  she  was  to  bo  tried 
$tb  the  0iw:i<liat8  ;  but  the  judges  dreaded  the  effec-t  of  her 
auty  and  eloquence,  and  she  wiis  not  called  forward  even  aa 
[uritnesa.      The  twenty-two  Girondists  heard  their  sentence, 
Ikd  met  its  execution  without  shrinking.     Young,  patriotic, 
pi  soiuo  of  them  gifted  with  surpassing  eloquetice,  they  per- 
;  on  the  fatal  Place  do  la  Revolution  for  having  resisted 
imograu  uf  the  Bcign  of  Terror.     They  acted  in  the  spirit 
ffha  two  noble  lines  of  their  friend,  Coudorcet : — 

"  Ila  ni'oDt  rlit :  CliniiiiB  tl'drn  nppnwsffur  ou  victims; 
J'etnbrassii  lo  tuidiieur,  et  lour  laisuii  le  ertrne.' 

jid  tills  it  is  that  has  purified  and  ennobled  their  memory. 
'.  they  yielded  too  nuteh  to  popular  excesaoa,  Uiey  heroically 
[>iid  the  most  fearful  tyraimy  on  record.     Their  roBtat- 
rwiui  scaled  with  blood  ;  but  the  first  slied  was  their  own  ! 
ben  their  errors  are  remembered,  this  wiU  not  be  forgott<Bi. 
On  the  day  of  their    execution,  31st  of  October   1793, 
me  Roland  was  tnuisferred  to  the  Coueiergerie,  which 
bey  had  jcut  left  for  the  scaBbld,  and  thrown  into  a  damp 
od  gloomy  dungeon.      She  hud  no  bed,  until  one  of  the 
oners  gave  her  up  his  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  severity 
'  the  weather,  sho  was  allowed  no  covering.     Her  room  was 

jitoinette 
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betore  her  uriraL  Th«re  wks  a  stnqgc  Imk  htimt 
destimes  of  those  two  womco.  Bora  willtin  »  fev  onanthi  < 
each  otiier — one  in  the  aheiteriog  obscority  of  the  fnaik 
baurgeolde,  the  other  oo  the  steps  of  na  impenal  tliniM 
they  met  in  anUtgonism  on  the  stormy  path  of  the  tnaA 
rcvututioiL  Both  Trere  beautifial,  vdcot,  and  beroic^  aad 
heljied  to  niin,  by  their  impiudenoe,  tiie  o}>pa«it«  cmbm  to 
which  they  clung.  In  her  republican  ardour,  Madaae  Bebnd 
hiafeened  the  fiiU  of  Marie  Antoinette ;  bat  it  vaa,  aftv  o- 
ioying  a  brief  triumph,  U>  end  by  following  the  £kUee  i|a«(B 
in  her  dungeon,  and  to  itcrtfih  oa  the  some  scafCold.  OppOMd 
in  life,  the  two  livala  met  iu  death :  the  mrnlutianaTy  ue 
knew  DO  distinction  of  nctims. 

In  this  her  hist  prt«uu,   Madums  Roland  displayMl  bff 

habitual  firmness.     On  the  day  following  her  arriral,  ah*  «u 

examined  for  three  hours  by  the  judge,  Darid.     Iter  nhiqiwf  a 

and  presence  of  mind  did  not  ouce  forsake  her.     8ha  wroti  to 

the  last ;  as  if  it  were  beyond  the  power  uf  czterual  cnrnto  Id 

disturb  her  serenity.      She  often  spoke  at  tha  iron  gntiag 

which  divided  the  part  of  the  prison  in  which  men  wrrt  oon- 

filled  from  that  which  she  iuliAliitcd.     liioiiSo,  one  of  the  fcv 

Amongst  those  who  behfld  her  thou,  that  survived  the  RdgB 

(if  Terror,  thas  describes  the  effect  she  prodnwd  upon  him : 

"  Something  more  than  what  osnaliy  appeura  in  tlic  looks  uf 

jvom&n  ]mnted  itself  in  her  laige  dark  ey«a,  full  of  ejcprastoB 

■nd  sweetncBo.     She  afpoke  at  the  grating  with  the  {itVMkai 

and  courage  of  a  great  maa.     We  were  all  attentire  anmal 

her,  in  a  eort  of  admiration  and  amazement.     Her  diaoaana 

was  grove,  without  coldness.     She  expreeaed  herself  with  a 

purity,  a  barmony,  and  a  prosody,  that  rendered  bar  longug* 

a  music  with  which  the  ear  never  became  sited.     She  nertr 

9<puke  of  the  deputies  vr!>o  bad  perished,  aaw  witk  mpect ; 

^Kit  at  the  nume  time  uitbout  efiuminate  pity  *  aiw  cwm  n> 

^kaehed  thum  with  not  having  taken  snffidetttly  vij^oroii* 

^BtM!u-  "'>r  fricnda' 

^B»  ot  r.ti.    iicttat- 

^^ua  the  feetiiig*  (if  her  sex  prevailed,  and  the  traces  uf  teu> 
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r-aheweil  that  she  had  been  weeping  at  the  thought  of  her  child 
her  husband.  This  inixttrre  of  strength  and  weakoess 
odered  her  more  interesting.  Tlie  woman  who  attended  hor 
haid  to  mo  one  day, — •'  Befoio  you  she  collects  her  strength, 
Uut  ill  her  uvu  room  she  will  sit  tLiee  hours,  sometimes,  lean- 
on  her  window  and  weeiiing,'" 
^Although  without  &  donbt  of  her  ultimate  fate,  she  took 
[for  her  interrogatories,  tiiid  prepared  her  defence  from  a 
>  of  duty ;  she  iiddressed  several  farewell  letters  to  those 
had  Inved,  amongst  the  rest  to  an  attached  female  serrant. 
Seuiembor  thy  mother,"  she  wrote  to  her  youthful  daughter  ; 
I  irorthy  of  thy  parents  :  they  leave  thee  great  examples, 
If  thitu  knowest  how  to  profit  by  them,  thine  shall  not 

1  a  uselcas  life.     Farewell,  beloved  child A  time 

kf  eome  when  thou  shaH  be  able  tu  judge  of  the  effort  I 
make  not  to  allow  myself  tn  be  softened  by  thy  gcntio 
image.     I  press  thee  to  my  bosom,     farewell,  Eudora  !" 

The  day  before  her  trial,  Madame  lioland  was  visited  by 
her  crmniiel,  Chauveau  de  la  Garde,  the  defender  of  Charhitte 
Carday  and  Marie  Antoinette.  She  drew  a  riitg  from  her 
.  and  aaid,  "To-ruorrow,  I  .iihall  bo  no  more.  I  know 
I  e  which  awaits  me.  Ytiur  kind  assistance  eannut  avail 
aught  for  me,  and  would  but  endanger  you,  without  saving 
life.  I  pray  yon,  therefore,  not  to  come  to  the  tribunali 
to  accept  of  thia  last  testimony  of  my  regard."  Early 
the  following  day  slie  appeared  before  the  revoliitionttry 
pal,  altired  in  white  jis  a  ajnibol  of  her  innoceiii-e.  She 
en  refused  the  means  of  droedng  her  long  dark  hwr, 
ffll  in  thick  waves  about  her  neck  and  shoulders,  and 
vn  to  her  waist.  Never  had  she  looked  more  lovely. 
"  She  would  have  softened  the  hardest  hearts,"  said  Riouffc  ; 
ibut  hal  those  monstera  hearts?"  Her  trial  was,  like  that 
the  Girondists,  a  mockery  of  all  justice.  She  was  not 
lowed  to  read  her  dsfeuee  :  the  president  iaterrui>ted  her 
||>eate>.il)f,  and  wheu  she  appealed  Ui  the  itooide,  they 
hwercd  with  cries  of  "  To  the  guillotuie  !"  Insulting  ques- 
i>M  affecting  her  honour  were  addrcased.  to  \i«  t'j  ttiMP^wssi 
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Tinvilte.     Tears  of  indignant  shame  rose  to  her  ejta;  hd 
ahe  answered  him  trith  such  cloqaent  scum  that  her  repln 
were  imnicdtataly  checked,  lest  they  ahoold  infln^ce  the  jai}. 
No  Lujustice  could,  however,  subdue  ber  proud  and  diguitel 
be&ring.    She  gloried  opeclj  in  that  whicb  her  eneima  made 
11  subject  of  reproacb.     She  declittied  herself  proud  of  twot 
the  wife  of  Eoland,  and  of  having  been  tie  fiiend  tH  tk 
tnartyred  Girondista.     Her  innocence  was  so  evident,  that,  m 
order  to  be  able  to  convict  her  of  some  ostensible  crime,  tirf 
judge  was  compelled  to  ask  her  to  reveal  the  asylum  of  ia 
husband.     She  refused  to  do  so,  declaring  that  she  knew  i>f 
no  law  by  which  she  could  be  obliged  to  Tiolate  the  strungHit 
feelings  of  nature.     This  sufficed,  and  she  was  hnisfdiitclf 
condemned. 

On  hearing  her  sentence  read,  she  rose,  and  uaA  fn& 
mingled  irony  and  dignity,  "  I  must  thank  yon  for  tiinkiag 
me  worthy  of  sharing  the  fate  of  the  great  men  whom  yoa  biw 
aasossinated.  I  will  endeavour  to  imitate  their  finnnos  oo 
the  scaffold."     She  left  the  hall  of  judgment,  and  ivtamti  tu 
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Madame  Boland  was  seated  in  the  cart  with  an  infirm  old 
man  named  La  Marche,  who  wept  and  testified  the  deepest 
dejection  as  they  proceeded  to  the  place  of  execution.  The 
IwroioHSonled  woman  did  not  disdain  to  administer  gentle  con- 
solation to  her  weak  companion.  She  endeavoured  to  inspire 
him  with  her  own  serene  and  cheerful  courage,  and  succeeded 
in  malfing  him  smile  several  times  during  their  progress.  The 
scaffold  stood  on  what  was  then  the  Place  de  la  Revolution, 
a  naked  dreary  space  extending  between  the  gardens  of  the 
Toileries  and  the  Champs  Elys^es.  This  spot,  now  known  as 
the  Place  de  la  Concorde,  is  perhaps  the  most  magnificent 
place  in  Europe.  One  of  the  two  marble  fountuns  with  which 
it  is  adorned  has  been  erected  on  the  spot  where  the  red 
gmllotane  formerly  received  the  noblest  blood  of  France,  and 
the  Egyptian  obelisk  rises  where  the  clay  statue  of  a  hollow 
freedom  looked  down  on  the  instrument  of  deatL 

The  cart  which  bore  Madame  Roland  and  her  companion 
stopped  at  the  foot  of  the  scaffold.  La  Marche  was  pale  and 
trembling.  A  feeling  of  generous  and  sublime  compassion 
filled  Madame  Roland's  heart  in  this  last  moment  The 
privilege  of  ascending  the  scaffold  first,  and  being  thus  spared 
the  lingering  torture  of  beholding  her  companion's  death,  had 
been  granted  to  her  as  a  woman  :  she  resolved  to  wsive  her 
right  in  favour  of  the  infirm  and  terrified  old  man.  Turning 
towards  him,  she  gently  said,  "  Go  first :  let  me  at  least  spare 
you  the  pain  of  seeing  my  blood  shed."  The  executioner,  of 
whom  she  begged  that  this  last  indulgence  might  be  granted 
to  her  companion,  refused  to  accede  to  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment, telling  her  his  orders  were  that  she  should  die  first- 
"  But  you  cannot,  I  am  sure,"  she  replied,  with  a  serene 
smile,  "  refuse  the  last  request  of  a  lady."  He  still  hesitated, 
but  ended  at  length  by  complying  with  her  desire. 

When  the  execution  of  La  Marche  was  over,  Madame 
Roland  ascended  the  scaffold  in  her  turn:  she  gazed  for  a 
while  on  the  statue  of  Liberty,  which  seemed  to  have  been 
placed  in  bitter  mockery  near  the  guillotine,  and  bowing 
gravely  before  it,  pronounced  the  memorable  words,  "Ali, 
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liberty!  bow  many  crimes  are  cammittix)  in  Xhy 
With  tbia  Luit  {>rot«st  igwnst  tUe  8t«m  tynimy  wbttii  W 
osorped  the  tuune  of  rcjinblican  freedom,  sb*  ddivcnd  lumtf 
orer  to  the  execationer  aiid  acooiuplkliod  her  destiDj. 

It  is  add  that  oa  her  way  to  the  scnifuld,  aud  tilniust  st  the 
foot  at  the  guillotine,  Ihludaiue  Roknd  a&ki.>l  f(jr  a  {len  and 
aone  ptper,  in  order  to  write  down  the  deep  and  uiuuaal 
anotiiHis  which  approaching  death  had  nwftkeiied  in  ha  KioL 
TW  reqaest  was  refused  ;  it  was  a  strange  oud  solenia  ooa  to 
Bake  at  snch  an  hoar,  when  she  stood  ou  the  vijiy  thnsIiflU 
of  fluthly  life  aud  ctcniily.  Did  she  wish  to  ctiittiun*  W 
nnfinished  Memoirs  to  the  lost  I  Or  to  pour  forth  onw  man 
ber  brnmng  eloqaence  against  the  tyrimta  of  France  I  Kent 
ber  cairn  fearlaggiicss  of  dcntb  it^<lf,  and  hiar 
I  not  to  pass  away  from  life  without  loAvifig  some  fi 
I  Moocd  ol  her  better  part  behind,  more  strongly  dispjayai 
What  vottld  not  posterit)-  now  give  for  that  unwritten  page  I 
Her  tbooghts  would  have  flown  calmly  even  then ;  for  aha 
1  tkttt  aersnity  which  is  true  courage;  but  tha  last  bctsth- 
I  of  tkst  heroic  spirit  were  not  destined  to  bo  reyaaled  m 
Mith. 

There  is  in  the  stoicism  of  Madnme  Roland  something  su  a* 
tnoidBaaij  diat  many  |>eis(>ns  have  been  rvpelled  by  it  fnm  a 
'  ^tady  of  her  character.  Women  havo  often  died  with 
I  haioism,  but  few  bare  met  death  so  nnshzinkiiigiy. 
IVa  ftaWuft  did  not  arise  in  Madame  Roland  fn>m  isdifttf- 
to  Ufo:  aha  knew  bow  to  value  it  rightly;  but,  if  par 
I  at  the  Hial  of  honour,  she  held  it  worthleis.  She  had 
'  h«r  }»remature  fate,  aud  wept  fur  hoon  ia  hv 
I  waa  sensne  and  undaunted  od  the  acafiild:  tha 
;  past:  for  all  strong  minds — and  th«7  alae 
-the  bitterness  of  a  aiu:ri£c<s  liea  not  to  the 
,  a<:cuui{ilialimeDt,  but  in  that  by  which  h 
Was  it  on  the  cross  that  the  Saviow  uf 
.■■:■  r.nia  me;"  oe 
_:  ■  '  I'.  I  '!"  g  .:^'»ny,  U 
.  Mount  I 
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Tlio  stoicism  of  Madame  Roland  has  bvcu  regarded  ik&  a 
iroof  tljat  «hc  wiis  luiwoiuimly.  She  perhaps  Ijickod  tbat 
uiiiitity  which  exists  in  those  souls  alone  who  feel  the  no- 
tingness  <if  man  Iwfore  the  infinite  giratnisss  of  God  :  but 
)eu  are  ueldom  attracted  by  unfcmiuine  wouien  ;  and  yet  all 
le  Girondi-st.<;,  and  at  Hnt  the  Muuntnineera,  gathenxl  arunnd 
cr,  luifl,  notwitl«tJ»ndiiig  their  mutual  distrust,  long  remained 
uund  by  a  spoU  they  could  not  shiiko  oflf.  If  aiie  failed  in 
IB  gontler  Tirtnes  of  woman,  why  was  ahc  m  siucor^y  loved 
f  those  who  upjiroachcd  her  ?  Her  faithful  female  sen-ant, 
laming  the  deiith  of  her  mistress,  was  seized  with  a  grief 
i|i,  that,  presenting  berwlf  before  the  revolutionary  tribi 
(utked  the  sangxilnary  judges  vrho  had  condemned  Mud; 
oUnd  to  allow  her  to  pmish  on  the  same  ocalTuId :  the 
Dots  of  her  de^ipair  caused  them  to  diauiisii  Iter  tis  insane, 
an  named  Leeoq,  who  had  been  employed  by  Madi 
land  in  some  menial  capacity,  and  who  had  conceived 
nr  the  most  devoted  attachment,  also  appeared  before  t1 
ibonal  with  n  similar  request ;  his  prayer  was  granted :  Lc 

condemned,  and  immediately  guillotined. 
When  the  fugitive  and  remaining  Girondists  learned, 
Mnr  rctre&t,  the  death  of  the  beautiful  and  heroic  womiui 
whom  they  had  formerly  gathered,  and  whose  eloquence 
often  cheered  them,  they  were  filled  with  sorrow  and 
ir.     Euzot  remained  for  several  days  delirious  :  the  depth 
grief  revealed  the  fervour  of  the  attachmont  he  is  as- 
to  have  felt  for  Madame  Roland. 
c  had  foretold  that  Itoland  would  not  suri'ive  her: 
;ticiu  was  fulfilled.     Hia  first  uitention,  on  leariung 
was  to  proceed  to  Paris,  appear  in  the  Convention,  and 
after  Holemnly  upbraiding  the  Mountaineers  for  thu 
r  of  his  wife,  either  to  perish  by  their  hands  or  die  on 
scaffotiL    The  eonsiileration  that  hia  property  would  be 
eitwl  to  the  state  if  he  were  judicially  condemned,  and  that 
only  child  would  thus  Iki  left  destitute,  made  him  alter  his 
'on  being  the  instrument  of  his  own  deal 
ictids  to  whose  Madness  be  owed  an 
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A  laat  farewell,  be  left  them,  tuid  proceeded  alone  on  t^ 
leading  from  Bouen  to  Fans.  A  few  poascngcn  Utani  La 
tlte  next  morning  seated  at  the  foot  of  a  troo,  a>nd  rrduuu 
•gninst  tbe  trunk.  He  bitd  stabbed  himself  tn  tlic  lir«n,  skJ 
was  quite  dead :  \m  whole  attitude  was  cairn  aii J  ojmjxsoi. 
like  that  of  a  man  in  a  deep  slumber ;  he  bad  f3at»nc<l  tn  ht> 
dress  a  piece  of  paper,  on  which  were  written  iLe  fnUiivu:; 
words,  "  Whoever  thou  mayst  be,  respect  thc«<.'  rrcaiw , 
thcj  are  those  of  a  virtaoua  miui:  on  learning  the  drxtb  <i  aj 
wife,  I  would  not  remsdn  one  day  longer  in  a  wurM 
with  crimes." 

The  death  of  Madame  Boland  will  remain  aa  unc 
greatest  stains  on  the  histoi;  of  the  revolution.  And  f 
difficult  to  lament  that  death — 

"  After  life's  fitful  fever,  ibe  ileepi  »ell" 

It  is  well  for  her  to  die  thn^  in  the  niHitiday  of  life;  at 
and  heroic  dreams  still  fresh  in  her  soul;  her  uobto 
pouted  freely  fourth  for  the  cause  she  had  loved ;  her 
Iteyond  the  reach  of  reproach  or  doubt  She  died  young;  fai 
what  wonld  have  been  her  &te  if  she  had  passed  ^mBlM 
through  the  days  of  terror,  and  lived  T  To  be  oontema^d 
iec  her  motives  misunderstood ;  to  be  aiccaaed  of  Tai^^ 
sincerity,  aud  pride;  to  be  stigmatised  as  unwomanly  in  1 
conduct  and  feelings :  such  might  have  been  her  dostiuy,  ml 
bowed  down  by  years,  she  canted  an  obecnre  and  onhofUMl 
name  to  the  grave.  "  To  die  at  the  right  time,"  has  heea  n 
nonnced  by  Chateaubriand  a  condition  of  gloiy ;  that  eota 
tiou  Madame  Roland  fulfilled :  it  was  well  for  hemclf  and  { 
]vi«iterity :  happiness  and  length  of  days  arc  not  the  only  o^ei 
<jf  human  life.  To  be  MtMnl  to  the  trath  within  ns  ts  { 
better,  and  more  noble,  than  to  live.  A  destiny  like  ben  a| 
wt^ighed  all  suffering  and  all  sorrow ;  she  felt  it,  and  thia 
Mas  that  upheld  her  to  the  last 

■  Hers  is  mw  of  those  names  which,  through  aQ  the  difl 
Iboes  of  ]K.iliti('.il  iind  religious  creeds,  mankind  should  U 
Ktii  rorcrcut  memory.     If  she  erred,  aha  emd  nobty ;  Cm 
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Was  throngh  a  fervent  and  exaggerated  faith  in  freedom  and 
boBiamty.  Higher  are  such  errors  than  the  cold  virtues  the 
angel  reproved  throngh  him  of  Patmos.* 

It  requires  little  knowledge  of  the  revolutionary  era  to  sec 
at  a  glance,  that,  being  cast  on  such  times,  Madame  Boland 
ooald  not  have  escaped  her  destiny.  On  a  retrospective  view 
of  that  great  drama,  it  almost  seems  as  though  the  parts  of 
all  the  actors  had  been  marked  out  in  advance  by  fate.  Hers 
iras  that  of  one  who  could  not  live  in  abject  fear ;  behold  deeds 
of  blood, 'yet  be  silent:  who  mnst  speak  out,  though  the  scaf-' 
fold  irere  in  view ;  pour  forth  her  indignant  soul  and  die  a 
mattyr,  if  not  to  freedom,  at  least  to  trutit  For  in  those  days, 
■0  vptlj  named  Days  of  Terror,  it  was  the  craven  who  lived, 
and  the  brave,  whatever  their  political  creed  might  be,  who 
perished. 

Eventful  as  is  the  history  of  the  French  revolution,  it  offers 
few  pages  so  touching  as  those  which  relate  to  Madame 
Roland.  Beautiful,  heroic,  devoted,  and  accomplished,  she 
spent  the  greater  portion  of  her  life  in  obscurity,  appeared  in 
the  world  for  a  few  brief  moments,  acted  her  part,  and  died 
on  a  scaffold.  Fidelity  to  its  own  impulses  is  the  test  of  a 
noble  nature.  Judged  by  that  test,  Madame  Roland  stands 
pure  before  us.  Nor  will  her  name  pass  forgotten.  It  is  im- 
perishably  associated  with  some  of  the  most  stirring  recollec- 
^uma  of  her  country :  with  its  noble,  though  vain,  dreams  of 
freedom,  and  the  stoiy  of  its  brave  and  heroic  men. 

*  Apoo.  iii.  15,  IC. 
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AiTBOVOs  ^ve  have  bmtigkt  forward,  and  nntioed 
«  few  pramiueut  heroines  of  the  revolntka,  it  aiM  Ml  W 
concluded  tlukt  Uiere  was  aaytliing  ■<»g"*''T  ia  tbr  cad  W 
these  Ulustrimis  victims,  iiowBoercr  remarfcabki  tlieir  ^udM 
or  destiny  may  Lnve  been  otherwiae.  Hw  teattM  4M  vlM 
they  ]>emhcd  was  daily  stained  with  tiie  bkwd  at  Uk  inti} 
and  the  gruaL  Crime  or  'mtur,  emineno*  or  ohflCOiitj,  a« 
the  tstine  fate.     The  Reign  of  Ttitror  had  bqgnti. 

We  have  inxn  huw,  after  the  nuuncroa  of  St^ibaba',  tW 
Qirondisls  comnteuced  »gaiast  the  JtkOitLins  tlaU  awnntih 
stro^le  which  ended  with  their  foil  TlMiy  foreaw  iIm  nk 
of  blood  iv'Uich  their  antagoiiists  wiahod  to  estahliali;  Ikq 
opposed  it,  aiid  hod  the  honour  of  {teiuhii^  «iiyi|t  0 
earlietst  victims.  Jlmiaine  Roknd,  who  my- J  '.firm  .>«  ^ 
their  resistance,  Charlotte  CordAy,  who  vk- 
shared  titeir  fate.  Had  the  Girondista  nooecdcu,  u:c  uu-jd  u 
a  widowed  and  defciicelt^ss  tjueen  wtmhl  nanr  hanri  bo* 
»hed,  and  Crimea  mnch  dartter  otill  oujjht  have  been  ^mtti  to 
France. 

The  fall  of  this  party  qq  the  31st  of  Mar  ITKk  mmmml 
at  a  period  when  the  tDteroal  cuoTttlaio: 
the  cause  of  the  nsrolation  on  evcty  > 
risen,  Lyons  was  in  o{ko  revolt,  and  every  {innrioee  prutcMid 
and  mtutuated  against  the  t^'ranny  of  ParuL  A  lamUm 
namied  Chalier  eodearoored  to  reoew  at  Lyons  thti  •on*  d 
blood  which  diagraoed  the  capital  In  the  tnootlt  «>f  StifUm- 
her  17^2,  a  band  of  aawiwini  mordered  «1ov«d  officers  oaa- 
good  in  the  fort  of  Fierre-Encue.    The  beaotifiil  1 


THE  ^VOMi:>'  OF  LVUJiS. 


41! 


e,  daiTgliter  of  tlie  goTiiriior,  laToiciiUy  tliruw  Lir- 

tlio  inurtlerers  and  thuir  victiI))f^  ajui  was  severelj 

banded  in   ber  vain  attempt  to  nave  the  iirisonera.     TUf 

^oanese,  iuiUgnaiit  at  tbo  saiigutnnry  sway  C'balirr  sougLtto 

•ten  apon  theui,  etfected  u  rukction,  and  cotulemiiefl  hiiii  Vt 

sh  :  llie  first  victim  of  tlie  j;iiiil'»tiue  wLidi  Lo  Lad  Lroiiglit 

erected  for  Ws  opponents.     These  events  occurrod  jire- 

tly  ut  the  tinie  wltea  tbe  Giroudiiits  were  cotiqiien-d  at  I'nri* 

the  Mountaineers. 

(Thu  citizciia  ivf  Lyons  ware  tiw  mach  committed  to  rotract : 

nmrugi-Hl  by  tlie  fugitive  royalists  and  Ginmilisti!,  wiio  had 

id  a  refugo  in  their  city,  they  resolved  to  brnvc  tho  Cou- 

Do.    They  toped  and  believed  tLut  aimUar  insurrections 

fcold  riw  throughout  all  France,     Some  of  Ihcin  counted  on 

foreign  troops  promised  by  the  exiled  prmccs;  and  aJi 

lit  that,  were  they  even  docuneJ  to  fall,  it   waa  better  bi 

ill  the  defence  of  their  city,  than  to  yield  themadves  up 

bout  a  atrug^le  to  the  tyranny  of  the  Jja^obiiis.     The  siege 

of    Lyonn,   which  lasted    two    months,   is   celebrated   eveu 

[longst  tho  memorable  and  fatal  eventa  of  the  French  revi*- 

Tho  most  indomitablo  horoisnt  was  displayed  on  one 

Ic.  and  t!ic  most  persevering  crnclty  on  the  other.     It  wax 

jmtil  thu  town  was  neaily  in  ruins,  and  its  defenders  had 

iuccd  to  one-half  of  their  oripnid  number,  by  death 

nine,  that  the   Lyoiineso  at  length  resolved  to  siir^ 

Bder.     Terror  immediately  entered   their  walls  with   the 

imjibant  Jncobiua.     The  fury  of  the  conquerors  rescinbleil 

ity.     They  changed  the  name  of  Lyons,  and  decrewi 

,  it  ahonld  be  demolished.     Fifteen  millions  were  spent  in 

fiua  the  finest  buildings  of  this  wealthy  city.     The 

were  crowded  to  suffocation ;  victims  of  either  »e.x 

every  age  were  guillotined,  until  the  waters  of  the  Klioiir 

ae  reddened  with  their  blocnl ;  when  this  mode  of  deatlt , 

sot  (uund  suiHciently  expeditions,  rows  of  two  bund 

wer«  caoDouaded  aud  shot  at  once,  in  the  phuns' 
r  the  walk 
lie  women  of  Lyons  displayed  a  singidar  de^Kc  «(  \«TO\£!n^ 


the  follow iiii;  li'tter, 
l)o>Miii.     It  c;iiiu'  fro 
liad  loiiL.'':t.  ;iml  who 
I'l.iiii  .'f  tin-  i;i-,.!t:,T.i: 
••  I    .-liMl   !..■   no  1...  ;■ 

III I     i..Vi'    t!;.-...       1 

'■"ll!l.;iV,     I     >!;..  ;I.l     I-, 

^■<  n  to  v.ir.i-  t'l  tlin- 
iiiiiul..'  it  with  t:ii! 
ili-.ir  M;iiii..  v.i-  [.  1,, 
lit'iil  !is  .1  .^!,,;;i  in  In..... 

I-IIL'." 

J'l.'itli  lii':;;iii'  a  In 
survivril  tiio  iii.-<:u-i-cs 
lii.r.M'lf  l.if.,ri..  the  tril 
,ju■i:^s,  '•'\(,n  ji.ivn  ki 
iKtlMtiiMl  ;  y,„i  have  1 
now."'  If.r  n.jM.-.-t  \va 
luivilf  int..  thv  l.'hiii 
tril.UMal  (ti>].l.iu-,l  a  ,.,.; 

W:1«  >...t  Ji. .■..;....  I  1 
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wi!arln$(  a  Iwti^  wliicb,  frum  Uie  rellyitig  ingn  of  frettlum,  liad 
KtMino  that  <if  tynitm7, 

•'.Lvliu>«s  were  still  more  Unidi- 
ii  ,  _  i>f  Lyi)U8,  which  wcro  diiefly 

filled  wjtit  U)«  cumprumued  defundrrs  of  thu  citjr.  Every 
inoniing,  ctdwJs  of  women  Rii^bt  bo  seen  waiting  «t  tlio 
jiriwiri  gates  I"  gain  (idraittmici'..  Tlircnta  or  iiisultJi  cindd  not 
turn  tlieni  awny  fnim  tlieir  l;i»k  ci(  lovt-.  Thty  iil>tjunMl  by 
briUrj'  what  the  pity  of  tLc  ganlcra  would  have  di-niifd :  llio 
{iririlegv  of  entering  the  prisons,  dothing  and  fcotling  tho 
luinates  often  in  a  fearful  otale  of  cketitultuti,  tittoii<ling  uii 
dMDi  in  Uioir  sti'kuosK,  ctoaiiing  their  wrctciiixl  colls,  and 
fimioring  escapes  at  the  peril  of  their  own  Mvva.  Aniongxt 
th"  '•■  '  ,|  Lyoani'Mo  women,  none  ought  to  occupy  a  more 
A.  1  [lUice  than  Mat!finid*i5llc  Mfllc-glftce.     Hur  fiithcr 

*ii-  .  .  ■  ■  i\  iiiid  ordered  to  be  tr.uisfi'rred  from  Lyons  tn 
Piiji«  ih>>  flimghtcr  reqncstpd  to  accompauy  him,  but  wa» 
in&nmanly  refuKed.  Rhc,  neverthelcaa,  rcxulved  to  fuUow 
him,  and  accordingly  travelled  on  foot  the  dislniice  of  it 
bnatlrod  and  ninctcun  tfauuRS.  When  she  readied  Wuu,  hiT 
fatlier  wm  in  the  (.'onciergerie,  luid  she  wiut  not  pLTuiitted  tu 
•CO  him.  For  lUrt-c  months  she  solicited  his  freedom  fmrn  nil 
the  iuttaenlial  men  of  Hit)  dny.  und  at  length  l>ucce<^ded  in 
^^■OoinplixhiHg  Icr  otiji>ct.     ^1.1  -  liheratiol.  mid 

^^B(  (mt  for  Lyonii  with  his  t>\-  ;iter.     litit   tlie 

W  devotod  girl  wiu  ncvor  more  to  behivld  thf  boiiH*  she  had  won 
L^ack  f'T  her  father.  Thfl  frail  f<irm  which  lud  heroically 
^^■jdured  futl^uett  BO  groat  could  not  V'-ir  the  tJuw  progreits  o( 
^^B  easy  jounioy.  Hie  suiH'rhiinian  utrtMigtb  )>y  uhirh 
^Bd  been  ■ii.'jtaincd  until  the  purporie  of  her  bcut  wn.i  woii|^ 
TMii«bed  uuw  that  it  was  no  longer  needed  for  the  aecttin- 
j>!"  ■  ■■      *    ■     tiuk.     She  fell  ill  oil  l!i>  'lined 

r.  iiii  a  week  ttf  her  falher'h  , 

■'J  were  IboM©  who  dte<i,  liko  Mjidemoisctlo   I 
iiwi  t< iio  did  not  lire  to  liuhold  tlu>  misery  and  dc.-<.<t.>iii>ii  ,,i 
tlw  load.     Women,  pioua,  pure,   and  lowly,  wore  not  mor*  . 
«p«xMi  Utto  if  they  h*d  been  wealthy  luid  great.     It  almost 
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cmcd  aa  if  it  vrere  s  crime  to  live.     At  the  tim* 
ge  of  LyoDA,  there  dwelt  in  that  atj  a  idugle  winiua 
greAt  gonerositj  and  Tiitae.  named  Fran^iUe  Mb-it)Ll}*^  kJ 
who,  like  Itorcas  in  the  ■'  'imea,  n-as  luuwn  by  lia 

gtiod  wiirk.3  and  nlms-det:<:  >lie  did     8b<>  w%e  teat  v> 

{irisdii  for  C(iiif<.«siiig  her  sttartuiieDt  to  the  jumuilxd  f»iu 
for  »«ch  hftd  Cbristiaiiity  now  become.  Frum  tlw  1 
dungeon  where  she  w.is  coti fined,  she  wrute  in  tlw 
terms  to  one  of  her  frieada  :  '*  When  akaU  ire  leave  tlw  \mi 
nf  maledictiou  and  death  :  tliis  land  wlxrQC*  viitoe  is  i 
hatdshed.  and  where  crime  is  greeted  into  «  diTinitf  f 
dentil,  hov  liles:^  art  tboa  to  tije  heart  tliat  aighcilfa  fiar  : 
Gud  ! "  Fr&nc'i^^'  ^^  ^''(t  condemned  by  the  tribuul ;  i 
filcpt  on  the  Bight  preceding  her  execDtioo  witli  man 
quillitjr  tUiui  she  had  yet  nijuiifested.  Befiiro  going 
to  deAth,  alie  divested  hcreclf  of  all  the  dotbea  wish ' 
she  could  dif^pensc,  and  evea  took  off  her  sbocs  and  atacfciafli 
.in  order  tu  dbtribatc  them  amongst  the  poor.  It  t 
unp  and  chill  Febmajy  morning,  and  one  uf  ttte 
IScj-s  obscrred  to  her  that  she  wonM  catch  cold.  "  Not  1 
Irnig,"  was  her  cvlm  find  laconic  n.-jily.  She  wa* 
uiih  eleven  w<)iuen  and  one  tnan,  a  piimt  FiaaaiK 
Michallct  asked  as  a  favour  to  perish  bat,  in  ardtr  to  cahart 
and  eucourn^  her  compiuiiona  to  tha  cud.  When  ««  ^ 
such  great  viotiiutt  na  Mtirio  At  :id  ^^iBw  Bniiad 

dying  coumgdinsly,  we  ni.ty,  v  n^tecting  tbor  fir» 

■less,  believe  tli.it  they  were  n<it  indifiieiciit  to  tbe  jwlgaMt 
jprhieh  [wstcrity  would  pass  or  their  last  moments ;  but ' 

the  obscure  girl  of  Lyons  to  bnp«  from  fiime, 
she  asked  to  i^ee  twt>lre  hends  £ill  'Oiacnkr 

that  »Lo  might  acrompliah  her  heroi      ._  ■ tai4  I 

tscenea  wer«  eiwcted  thitmghoot  all  PraikeeL    TW 

tiflo  tn  tkr 

upanOlaU 

raony.     They  soued  nu  the  pri>]MTty  of  in- 

•^  "  *  '<'"Tii  .ind  their  familina  to  di'Atb,  bonwd 

vastatcd  the  country  ;  aa  ii^  iT«f*r~« 
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of  tbeir  own  native  land,  it  were  the  unfriendly  soil  of  a  con- 
quered foe.  Persons  remotely  suspected  of  royalism  or  fede- 
nlism  were,  ■without  remission,  doomed  to  die.  AVealth  and 
talcnta  became  so  many  crimes  worthy  of  deatL  Some  per- 
ished because  they  were  sad,  others  because  they  were  too 
^y.  Individuals  were  forbidden,  as  in  Lyons,  to  weep  for 
their  murdered  relatives  :  they  were  expected  to  rejoice  when 
the  head  of  one  they  loved  hnd  fallen  beneath  the  knife  of  the 
guillotine.  Amongst  the  great  offences  of  those  times  was 
public  or  even  private  adherence  to  Christianity.  It  is  true 
that  c(«stihitional  worship  was  authorised  by  the  8tat«,  but 
the  Atheist  faction,  headed  by  Anacharsis  Clootz  and  Hdbcrt, 
succeeded  in  causing  the  churches  to  be  closed,  or  desecrated 
by  the  impious  adoration  of  the  Goddess  of  Reason.  As  long 
as  this  state  of  things  prevailed,  and  even  for  a  longer  period, 
nonjuiing  priests,  nuns  whose  convents  had  been  opened,  and 
peraons  noted  for  their  attachment  to  religion,  were  daily 
hurried  to  the  guillotine. 

Maignet,  proc(msul  of  the  department  of  Vancluse,  whence 
he  exercised  a  dictatorial  sway  over  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  south  of  France,  made  the  town  of  Orange  the  seat  of  his 
arbitrary  power.  With  the  approbation  of  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety,  he  established  a  revolutionary  tribunal,  free 
from  the  encumbrance  of  a  jury ;  but  held  by  five  judges,  who 
were  to  convict  without  proof  whenever  they  felt  satisfied  of 
the  guilt  of  the  accused.  Thirty-two  nuns  were  amongst  the 
victims  which  Maignet  was  thus  enabled  to  immolate.  On 
the  13th  of  May  1794,  forty-two  nuns  of  different  orders  were 
thrown  at  once  into  the  prisons  of  Orange.  They  all  deter- 
mined, on  the  day  which  followed  their  incarceration,  to  adopt 
the  same  rule,  and  share  with  one  another  whatever  they  pos- 
sessed, like  the  Christiaas  in  the  primitive  ages  of  the  Church. 
In  the  space  of  two  months,  thirty-two  of  these  nuns  were  led 
to  death ;  ten  survived  the  Reign  of  Terror.  It  was  generalh 
at  nine  in  the  morning  that  they  were  summoned,  five  or  six 
at  a  time,  before  the  tribunal.  Previous  to  that  hour  the 
nuns,  v.'ho  in  their  prison  led  a  life  of  monastic  regularity, 
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ibled  to  reoil  the  pnj-en  ior  ibe  djia^  aod  tn  ioki 
hiptfamfcl  and  reUgiouii  txjws.  Tboec  wlto  «tn  eiBa4  mr^ 
bade  tli«ir  nsUia  *  fnrewell  tliey  knew  to  b«  Ui«  bit  Wbib 
waiting  the  boar  of  Uuar  cxecutiuu,  lliejr  wtn  pUncd  is  • 
court  named  the  Circus,  becMiae,  aooonluig  to  a  pepalir  tac- 
tion, it  formed  port  of  aa  ai«na  wL"  n  •:<: 
Christiaiis  bad formeilj'  saff«Tied  for  v  .-..  lir 
cveniag,  the  general  hour  of  ezecatjaa,  th«  wiwUiin  am 
again  read  the  prayers  for  t^  dyiag;  th»f  all  payed  Ea 
silence,  when  loud  cries  from  witfaont,  aecompaakd  If  laa 
■ound  of  the  dram,  anaoonced  the  dcpHtare  of  tii« 
for  the  so^old.  When  all  vaa  over,  they  filled  the 
with  the  solemn  strains  f>f  the  Te  Dewm  LattJcmtu.  Thorn 
who  perished  met  their  fate  with  all  the  fiithiiiii^ii  of  lertcit 
religions  conriction,  and  with  that  nmpticity  and  icdgyalM 
eharacteristic  of  their  sex.  Two  of  the  tmaa  w«i«  am  itj 
called  to  the  tribunal,  somewhat  later  than  the  OMal  hMl 
"  But,"  observed  one  of  tbeoi,  with  ingennoos  iiinnwrtwc  la 
the  gendarmes,  "  we  have  not  said  oar  veapen  i"  **  We  ikl 
<ay  them  in  heaTen  to-day,^  n^ilied  her  oampaaioo.  So  te 
were  they  &om  dreading  death,  that  one  of  then  aSmd  ha- 
self  daily,  and  nnaaked,  to  the  gMidaiiBn  win  eta*  lo  ol 
her  ooropanioiis.  She  at  tost  appeared  befotv  tlw  tribal 
with  her  sister,  and  was  the  only  uue  coudeiaiied  IhH  dif. 
"Ahial"  mournfully  tried  her  sister,  "  must  y-"  !>>•-•■  anu 
nuv^ndom  without  me  t  ^Vimt  :<biiU  I  do  in  '  ^ia> 
you  leave  met"  Her  exile,  as  aha  tcnned  it,  did  out 
more  than  a  week.  Many  of  these  cnthnriaatic  oona,  <m  h«a< 
ing  their  sentence,  thanked  the  judges  for  the  etanial  haf)! 
ness  they  were  procuring  them.  Scveiml  denmtly  kiased 
guillotine  as  the  blessed  instrument  of  their  maityiJoat 
gendarmes  who  led  tbcm  to  tlie  scaCEiihl,  looked  vpoD  tboB 
with  nudisgoiscd  woudt'r:  and  aAcrwards  observed, 
nuns  go  to  death  as  joyfully  a&  if  they  w«nt  tn  a  wwUSag^' 

\Vhat  were  the  crimes  of  xh<  1    That,  in  aa 

uiie<i»wllid  profligacy  and  c<  1  -.hrj  not 

>  lead  a  life  of  purity  and  ptaoc^  to  pny  fur  tb«  otiin; 
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Soto    the  wreU'LeJ.      Tliat  they  repudiated    tljo   frewlmii 
Ich  the  revi>Iuti<ju  gavi<  them,  in  order  tu  rciiuiiti  fiiitLful 
vows  they  had  willingly  embraced  :  for  this  they  pcr- 


I  as  the  religious  persecutiona  were  those  ivhich  the 

nsnls  directed  Qguiust  the  fugitiye  Girondists  and  their 

licrcuts.     Jii  thu  provIiiL'e  wliit'h  they  Jind  repreaented  with 

I  much  courage  iiiid  eloquence,  thu  proscribed  deputies  of  the 

Dude  cifuld  Hcorccly  iind  a  roof  bt^ia-ulh  which  they  might 

I  iu  iMfcty.     But  wliilst  man  shrank  from  them  to  fear, 

ey  found  wouiau,  with  few  exceptions,  ever  hospitiible  and 

Miidauie  Bour:)UL>y,  sititer-in-biw  of  the  Giroiidi.st  Giiadet, 

Paris  for  SaiutEmilion,  near  Boardeaux,  on  puqjoae  to 

klist  him  and  hi^  frienda.     She  tiist  concealed  hiui,  with 

Ilea,  in  the  deep  grottoes  of  Saiiit-Eniilion  ;  to  one  of  which 

■  hollow  gHve  access  through  a  snrt  of  well  thirty  feet  deep. 

trtng  of  the  miserable  plight  of  Barbaroux,  Louvet,  and 

dy,  she  immediately  said,  "  Let  them  come."    Not  long 

this,  she  received  intimation  of  the  fact  that  Rttzot  and 

ion  hftil  ixjcn  compelled   to  change  their  asylum  seven 

■tea  within  the  spuce  of  it  fortnight,     "  Ah !  let  them  come 

exchdmod  the  Idnd-hcart«d  woaiaii.     They  came,  and 

received  as  though  their  presence  were  not  fraught  with 

tb>     Seven  outlawed  fngitives  now  dwelt  beneath  the  roof 

Madame  Bouqucy.     Uvr  chief  embarrassnieiit  was  to  pro- 

them  food  :  so  great  was  the  scarcity  which  then  pre~ 

that  the  mmiicipulity  only  iJlowcd  her  one  pound  of 

a  d.iy.     Potatoes,  and  a  siifipjy  of  dried  hcanB,  aoeard- 

gly  coitstitiitcd  the  cldef  food  of  her  guests.     They  alept 

twelve,  in  onlcr  to  sjtare  a  hreakfaBt.     A  vegetable  soup 

kmed  their  dinner.     Towards  twilight  the  Girondists  left 

1,  and  gatber»!d  round  their  kind  ptwtectrcss,  who 

r  theui  as  ]Mviatalilc  a  supper  hk  prudence  wonld 

uw  her  to  priwure,  and  which  she  a«Klom  touched  herself  in 

icr  to  leave  the  more  for  them.     Whilst  she  behaved  tbtta 

i;n)U!»ly,  the  country  was  filled   with    cmissariea   of  tho 

dImiu,  who,  ctmscioua  timt  the  Girondists  were  conoaoled  in 
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the  vicinity,  nttered  the  most  f(^a.r^U  tfarests  against  tiiem  ud 
those  by  whom  they  were  sheltered.  From  her  mnneiion 
with  Guadet,  Jliidaiue  Bouqoey  waa  especially  espo»d  tii 
their  jiersecutions  and  domiciliary  risitgu  Althongh  mr- 
ro>ind«i  by  persons  -wlioiii  the  presence  of  the  Giroiidista  ia 
Iier  house  inspired  with  the  Turist  lively  Alarm,  she  msmaei 
uiidiamftyed.  "  Let  the  inquisitors  come,"  she  gaUy  said  to 
her  proteges  ;  "I  am  easy,  provided  it  is  not  yoa  who  receive 
them.  All  I  fear  is,  that  they  may  arrest  me,  mid  thm  wlitt 
will  become  of  you  J"  She  kept  them  a  month  ;  but  *t  th« 
end  of  that  time  the  importunities  of  her  friends  prev^kd, 
and,  with  many  tears  and  bitter  regrets,  she  parted  trvni  ha 
guesta.  Of  the  seven  men  she  had  sheltered,  idx  died  on  tbi 
scaffold  ;  only  one,  Louvet,  lived  to  narrxte  the  roaaaitir 
hititory  of  liis  misfortunes  and  escape.  When  Guadet  wui 
nrrest4.'<l  in  the  house  of  liis  father,  Madame  Bouq-ney  be- 
tfiKie  involved  in  his  ruin  and  that  of  his  family.     Lidigtmt 
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against  Lira,  persisted  in  accompanying  him  :  they  were  both 
gaiUotined  together.  Another  lady,  not  being  allowed  by  the 
gaolers  to  go  with  her  husband  to  the  tribunal  whither  be 
was  summoned,  kUled  herself  on  the  s]K)t 

In  every  rank  of  life,  and  with  little  regard  to  political 
feelings,  women  adopted  the  most  ingenious  stratagems  to 
save  beloved  objects,  and  often  the  merest  stranger.^.  A 
primner  fell  ill,  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital  of  I>ourdeaiis. 
The  Sister  of  Charity  whose  task  it  was  to  attend  upon  him 
beheld  him  with  interest,  and  sorrowfully  reflected  that  his 
recovery  would  only  be  the  signal  for  his  deatL  Itcsolrrd 
to  save  his  life,  even  at  the  risk  of  her  own,  she  bade  lu-r 
]jatient,  who  was  nearly  well,  feign  convulsions,  and  then 
death.  He  obeyed ;  the  nun  hastily  threw  a  sheet  over  hia 
face,  and,  when  the  doctor  came  to  pay  his  daily  visit,  in- 
formed him  that  the  patient  had  that  moment  expired.  lie 
believed  her,  without  ascertaining  the  truth  of  her  assertion. 
In  the  evening  the  supijosed  corpse  was  conveyed  to  the 
dissecting-room.  A  surgeon  in  the  confidence  of  the  Sister  of 
Charity  provided  the  prisoner  witli  a  proper  disguise.  He  left 
the  hospital  undetected,  and  ere  long  gained  the  Spanish 
frontier.  His  disapi»carance  was  perceived  on  the  following 
day.  The  nun  was  questioned  and  confessed  the  truth.  Her 
mndour  excited  so  much  admiration  and  surprise,  that  her  life 
•vas  spared.  It  is  also  true  that  the  Sisters  of  Charity  were 
found  so  necessary  hi  the  hospitals  of  the  republic,  as  to  be 
seldom  molested,  even  when  they  refused  to  take  the  con.sti- 
tntional  oath. 

M.  CaussC,  a  rich  merchant  of  Toulouse,  was  apprehended 
and  speedily  condemned  for  the  crime  of  beuig  one  of  the 
wealthiest  citizens  of  his  native  city.  The  day  being  far 
advanced  when  his  sentence  was  pronounced,  the  execution 
was  deferred  until  the- following  morning.  M.  Causso  had  a 
beautiful  mistress,  whom  lie  hail  fonnerly  loaded  with  gifts. 
On  learning  his  condemnation,  she  sold  all  she  posses.sed  and 
bought  an  einpty  house  ailjoining  the  prison.  There,  in  that 
one  ni^fat^  with  the  help  of  a  faithful  &inak  ««.r^\it.,  %W 
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^ 


:r,  a  pi  in  la 
IMlktWifl 


eBbcUd  an  opening  thruugh  the  wall  Ui  the  cell  wbm  : 
koev  Ui»t  b«r  lorct  «'»s  <Ma£iitK.L  Tlie  pri^MOS 
guatded,  M.  C*xtss£  seconded  her  effort*,  snd  era  long  be  tfwd, 
A  free  tma,  in  Uie  emp^  lioose ;  where  he  fonad  »  Biifiliiy 
diiguae^  provided  bjr  his  tiuMghtfo]  mistnaik  Loe^  b«iai> 
Us  etcxqie  was  saspected,  he  had  reached,  with  her,  a  plaa  cf 
Mcority,  in  whidi  thef  waited  the   doeo  of  the 

T«TW. 

laodeBts  «s  aknuge,  improbahle,  and  rMaaatie  i 
the  wildest  fietioa  aboaaded  in  this  period  o(  nTohiticHqM 
histurj.  The  kmg  and  hcnik  cwxteota  of  the  Ytadmm 
and  the  Chooans  against  the  whole  lepabiie,  yammm  Iht 
haiT^Vww  ad««atani  and  toae  ol  wild  daring  whkh  vmU 
hatre*  delighted  a  Seott  or  a  FeBiaMf*  Oaoperi  and  in  deip^ 
thrilliog  intetvst  they  might  tadaed  well  bear  a  aia!]afMM 
with  the  wars  of  the  i^ijritaas  aad  Jan>bitea  td  Scutiui,  m 
with  the  stnage  aad  noMi  acaaaa,  atntagaai^  anddoBeeii^ 
Bardar  Kft[,aiMl  haiztseadth  csaapamf  the  wild  ladiaB  «» 
£u«.  Wooen  were  unpUeated  ia  this  meBonhle  stnsk 
but  without  taking  ia  it  a  leading  or  stiikin;  past  Ihast 
whose  fsehngs  and  aftftiniM — the  great  politiiaJ  goida  rf 
wooMtt— led  them  to  qmpatkise  with  the  V«idsaii%  ( 
psciahed  with  them  or  aaderaeaft  aliaoa  witrylWIi 
askdored  with  calm  aad  heroic  wwignatiosi  k  ia 
howavw.  that  the nogratist  iadie^  whe have kftsM^i 
wwoin  Ota  thia  inwirli^lr  period  of  Frcach  hiates;, 
have  acted  a  br  mm  eoasfiewim  part  in  the  ewnts  mHA 
thagrDamu%  if  the  great  novenent,  thoogh  headed  h^  aahle^ 
bed  not  boas  laesntlany  a  papahv  oae  is  its  edi^ 

La  Vea.lje  b  a  wide  aad  aerlgded  district,  sitwsaed  ia  the 
France,  honaded  by  ^  Lntre  na  eae  rida^  aitd  by  tW 
iceaa  m  the  ether.    The  chief  portiaa  of  thi»  tntf 
kaowa  bjr  the  tauae  vt  l»  Bocage     It  is  covend 
Bartow  vaQejRft,  aad   Iiiiiaisi  ilifii  sfisse^ 
ia  rmv  diicKtioo.    These  steaas,  the  chid 
i^trr.  an  geacraOy  ovuhaag  aad 
.rawiag  ea  thair  baahs ;  thia  ] 
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htM  given  its  name  to  tlie  Bocflge.  The  diM-ncter  of  Uie 
is  siniple,  honest,  truthful,  and  yet  i-cserced. 
not  words,"  was  their  pnw^tifal  luuxiui :  no  lueu 
aoiscd  less  and  effected  more.  They  were  a  hardy,  frugal 
,  ]):itieDt  though  energetic,  prejudiced,  deeply  rcligiotu^ 
averse  to  change.  From  the  eommencDment  tbcy  dis* 
liked  tfie  revolntion.  They  already  eujoyed  as  much  freedom 
JUid  tiajiptness  ;i8  they  desired.  They  had  not  been  bowed 
down  by  nges  of  oppresaon  :  they  had  no  wrongs  to  avenge,  no 
'  (if  Blari'ry  to  eflTaee,  no  tliotight  of  past  or  present 
i.'Ct  tu  awaken  glorious  aspirations  towards  liberty, 
elierished  the  feudal  system,  so  deeply  and  justly  ab- 
in  the  rest  of  France,  It  cjdittcd  with  thuin  in  all 
primitive  and  patriarchal  simplicity.  The  nobles  treated 
eir  tenants  witli  justice  antl  kindness  ;  the  clergy  Wfro 
iffloitd  !ind  pure.  Secluded  from  the  rest  of  Franc*,  con- 
ktcd,  though  ignorant  and  poor,  the  pensantii  neither 
w  nor  understood  the  deep  social  evils  which  had 
*ght  on  the  revolution.  They  ftaw  with  abluirrancc  juid 
;ia6t  their  own  priests  eijielled,  in  order  to  make  room  fur 
Constitutional  clergymen  ;  the  execution  of  the  king  and 
laws  of  cuiisGnption  added  to  their  iudignatinn.  Exoajier- 
at  the  thought  of  being  conii)elled  tu  fight  for  a  i 
liftteil,  they  rose  in  ariuii  to  light — but  Bgiiinirt  it,  Tho 
their  landlords  to  lead  them  to  the  Geld  The  nobles, 
Dgh  they  bnpud  nothing  from  this  partial  movement, 
^Ught  theiiiselvci  bound  in  honour  not  to  recede.  Tliey 
nud  and  headed  the  insurrection.  It  stion  acipiired  for- 
joblc  projiortiims,  and  at  one  tirue  threatened  the  existence 
lfa»  republiu  itseIC 
ill'  Women  of  Ia  Vender  tth.ired  in  all  the  religiouH 
^lusillsm  and  atLichraerit  tu  pn.st  custoiu.s  which  hiid  armed 
eir  Itrotliers  and  Iniabands.  In  many  villages  they  kept 
rd  whilst  the  men  were  away  fighting  ;  they  sometime* 
le  prlaonert,  wltich  they  brought  in  triumph  to  the  com- 
1  womcji  took  an  active  shiuc  in 
-trujTgk'.      Two  sialers,  of  fourteen 
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luid  fifleen  yciirt  of  agcy  ilutiagllisbad    incipadjrs  g^l 
ctiurjis;«,     On  the  day  Woro  tlie  town  of  Tbooan  ^ 
hy  tliQ  Vendemis,  a  soldier  came  up  to  Ccoetal 
fidud  to  bim  tliat  Hke  was  a  giri  in  nun's  attire,  and,  ^Utg 
f^im  far  a  pair  rif  shoes,  aasoied  him  that  wbca  bo  bad  Ma 
lier  tight  on  the  following  day,  be  w        ' 
h«r  away.     Sbo  kept  her  word,  an'l 

the  eyvs  of  M  de  Lescnrc.  "  GenerKl,"  she  criod  oat  to  hSft 
aevend  times  iii  th«  he&t  of  tho  battle,  "  yna  ahaO  nal  fam 
nn.  I  ahuU  itlwa)'!!  bo  ncArer  to  the  Blara  than  yvu  will' 
The  aaiDo  of  Stua  was  that  wbicb  tL«  Vwwfaant  gars  to  tW 
repubUcans  ;  who  ia  rctura  called  thcin  "  Oriyaada.*  IIm  do- 
ing girl  rtioeived  a  wuiiud  in  tbu  hand,  but  abo  modj  kU 
it  up,  saying  to  the  geniiTd  :  "Thia  is  nntbing."  Her  fwdkfa*- 
uess  proved  fatal  to  her  ;  Ju.»hit)g  forward  amoQg^  tW  a^ 
batauts,  she  penshed  in  the  thickest  of  tho  figbt; 

Of  the  peasant  women  who  thus  totik  np  unto,  oa^  «t 
survived  the  civil  war :  her  real  name  was  Jcanoe  Bntdeiau, 
jifae  waa  generally  called  L'An^i*,  frou  th«  pnmm*  tt 
Atijou,  whence  she  came.  She  foogbt  to  avn^  tbe  death  «f 
bor  father,  kil!<id  by  the  ropublieaaa,  and  pcrfomod  pfrrf^pn 
of  daring  bravery.  Sevctal  nobla  and  royaOat  ladiea  diapbyal 
■milar  herobm.  Madame  ds  Bewgiky  attind  Ifte  m 
asmoB,  a  carabine  in  her  band,  coomiaadod  ttiirty  cava&rtv 
aqwpped  aad  salaried  at  ber  expenss,  oq  thv  cout 
^'ct;^l(«.  The  young  and  handannari  Madaao  da  , 
giush«l  hcnelf  io  the  anny  of  Cbamtte ;  wbo^ ' 
lag  tlie  great  body  of  tbo  iosorgciiis,  lc«pt  np  a 
sapaiato  warfaro  oa  the  sM-sbora.  "  In  tho  fight  of  L* 
BuilKie,  1794,"  nbserres  a  U«la(iai>  of  thj*  oveatfnl  war, 
J^hurottfl  beheld  her,  with  surpcise,  nub  oo  tiio  fbt^  aad 
^^mp  to  tbe  fanvMSL"     Madanc  do  Vtt/t  «^^ 

^^^k  h  she  had  taken  so  actiw  a  {nuI,  aad,jl^H 

^^^^Mi  »r  tlir  pMkartkina,  was  warmly  tbaakcd  aaJ  sufl 
^^^^B  ber  stnicva  by  one  of  th«  princes  of  the  bla^| 
^^^^Kaniau  l.uhca  raakni,  bowavsr,  amoiK  the  exneptitM 
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thought  &r  more  of  giving  examples  of  courageous  patience, 
than  of  indulging  in  a  daring  heroism  foreign  to  their  nature, 
and  unauited  to  their  physical  weakness.  The  pious  and 
truly  heroic  Mademoiselle  de  la  Buchefoucauld,  who  accom- 
panied her  father  in  the  army  of  Cliarrettc,  and  in  that 
leckleas  general's  most  perilous  expeditions,  kept  up  tlie 
courage  of  the  whole  army  by  her  unexampled  patience  and 
resignation.  The  memoirs  of  Madame  dc  la  Rochejaquclein 
and  Madame  de  Bonchamps  shew  how  unremitting  and  severe 
irere  the  sufferings  of  the  royalist  ladies. 

Besides  the  women  who  fought  in  the  army,  and  those 
who,  by  their  own  gentle  example,  exhorted  their  friends  to 
bear  everything  patiently,  there  was  a  third  class,  who,  if  they 
did  not  direct  military  operations,  at  least  considerably  aided 
the  counsels  of  the  Vendean  chiefs  by  their  address  and  devoted- 
ncss.  Mademoiselle  Hamclin,  of  Itennes,  consecrated  herself 
to  the  perilous  task  of  favouring  the  royalist  correspondence. 
She  crossed  republican  posts  in  disguise,  procured  intelligence, 
carried  orders  through  a  hostile  country  filled  with  spies,  and 
often  braved  the  dangers  of  a  long  journey  and  almost  certain 
death,  in  order  to  negotiate  fur  the  Vendeans  with  the  English 
agents  on  the  coast. 

The  protracted  war  of  the  Choujins  in  Brittany,  although 
carried  on  later  and  somewhat  differently  from  that  of  Lii 
Veud^,  was  also  a  royalist  and  religious  struggle  against 
republican  principles.  It  was  first  organised  by  the  daring 
Marquis  de  la  Bouarie,  noted  for  his  profligacy,  his  duels,  and 
his  wild  adventures.  Accomi>anied  by  his  beautiful  and 
devoted  relative,  Therese  Moelien,  to  whom  he  was  hiniseU" 
ardently  attached,  ho  went  all  over  Brittany,  braving  every 
danger,  in  order  to  establish  a  vast  and  secret  conspiracy.  The 
authorisation  given  by  the  Count  of  Artois  to  La  Bouarie  was 
carried  by  Thfirese,  sewed  in  her  riding-habit ;  and  it  is  Siiid 
that,  by  her  eloquence  and  beauty,  she  won  not  a  few  parti- 
sans to  her  lover's  cause.  The  Marquis  de  la  Bouarie  died 
before  his  project  could  be  carried  into  execution.  On  the  eve 
of  his  death  he  gave  to  Therdse  a  list  of  the  conspirators ;  sUe 
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buni«d  it,  and  wia  ahnrUy  oflerwArds  executed,  wtth  ri^ 
Crmiilf  wbo  had   baru^<i  in  their  garden   iffip«)rtaiit 
relxtire  t*i  the  c.mwpiracy. 

Ttumgb  thos  checked  in  its  cammencemciit:,  the  ( 
nenc  sabseqnently  rallied,  and  emulated  the  daring  bii 
bat  ont  always  the  genenMity,  of  ih»  Yondean  warfuR 
Though  prodigies  of  valour  w«re  performed  bjr  tho  inimpBl 
peasants,  and  tbotigh,  aa  in  the  Combat  de  Dol,  waBen  rtfkai 
rallied  them  b«ick  to  victoiy,  when  they  yielded  Ut  R<|ialiliaa 
forces,  they  were  so  greatly  inferior  iii  ntunbcn  to  tbar 
opponents,  that  it  is  their  sueoesi,  and  not  the  duf«at  by  wlidi 
it  was  followed,  wliich  ahouJd  astoiUKh.  The  cooscqoviKa  I 
that  defeat  were  most  deplorable.  The  cnielti^  of  the  i 
iican  generals,  and  of  the  proconsoU  ia  nrittony  and 
Vendue,  alrunst  aaqiasa  belief.  Never  waa  Lomanity  ao  4 
ootiaged  :  the  massacres  of  Lyons  do  nut  equal  the  um 
or  drownings  of  Nantes.  If  hundreds  were  immo 
Foach6  and  C'oUot  d'Uerbots,  thousands  perished  by  I 
(if  Carrier,  Wonieu  and  children  wen- 
Vendean  Oenersil  d'Elbfe  was  taken  by  t( 
the  course  of  the  war.  His  wife  refused  to  leare  him : 
was  shot  before  her  eyes  :  a  similar  fote  await«d  h«r  oa 
fnljoving  day.  Differmce  of  opinion  did  not  always  ioqilyl 
dilTcireiiee  of  fate.  The  repablicau  general  Qo^tiosRi  ww 
obliged  to  surrender  to  the  Yendeana.  They  wanted  him  U> 
join  their  cause ;  be  refused,  and  requested  to  be  liberated  oa 
parole,  iu  order  to  justify  himself  from  the  imputotina  li 
treachery  which  had  beea  cast  u]>ou  him.  The  Veodaa 
genersiU  warned  Quetinean  of  the  danger  he  would  thus  iwnt; 
but  his  wife,  who  preferred  her  husband's  honour  tohiaaafe^, 
induced  him  to  persttst  in  his  resolve.  The  reqoot  «k 
^-ranted  :  Gcnend  Qut^tinejtu  went  to  Fojia,  and  was  tm- 
(lemned  to  death,  unheeded  and  unheard,  "i 
widow  asked  and  obtained  leat'e  to  ahare  '. 
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dtylaamo  th«  tbeatrc  of  the  moet  fMrfol  and  revolting  exe- 
catioOR.     Tlie  Vcndcan  pcnsnnta  of  both  m:xus  met  dcntti  with 

conragcuns  firmness  uf  tlicir  mcc.     The  woin«ii  seemed  t» 

k  less  of  death  itself  than  of  tho  nirAns  of  dying  with 
loy  :   A  c<onsolati(>ii  not  often   graittcd  by  their  cynioil 

it«.  They  generally  wont  to  death  singing  an  old  tra- 
ditionnl  byrnn,  of  which  the  btirdun  woa  that  "  those  who  die 
for  Ood  gu  to  pnr.KliHO."  The  culm  resi^ution  vrlth  wlikh 
theee  victims  of  tlicir  fervent  fmth  mffered  nurtjrrdom  wu 
termed  Cuiaticiam  by  their  irritated  oppressors  It  was  "fan- 
atkasm"  which  nitui«  delicately-reared  women  walk  twelve 
laignea,  through  a  dreary,  marshy  comitiy,  in  a  seTcre  winter, 
in  order  to  bear  moss  said  in  one  of  those  retired  plac«a  where 
di*  DOi\juring  priests  had  taken  refuge  ;  "  fimaticism"  which 
oaoaed  Marit<  Papiu,  a  young  Vettdean  peasant,  to  let  bcreelf 
raaatacred  by  republican  soldiers,  aoooer  than  rvveal 
of  the  fngitive  "  briganda,"  to  whom  sha  was 
food  hy  st«alth !     Then,  thaoks  to   Ueaven,  such 

itidinii  was  not  tare  :  heroism,  nncbonted  courage,  and  tho 
lore  uf  bettor  things  than  life  and  happiness,  were  not  fouid 
M  tha  aide  «f  the  republic  alone  Never  wax  the  Cnthotio 
ni^ioo,  in  all  its  pomp  and  glory,  so  purtJy,  ho  devoutly  ful* 
iow«<I  aa  when  obodionce  to  its  Ijiwr  was  de^th  :  never  were  i 
tiw  buly  dati(]«  of  ho8]>ita)tty  so  d«vutedly  performed  «•  when 
jhcowry  would  have  doonivd  both  host  and  goeet  to  one 
ila  fiU«.  Thooe  who  talk  merely  of  the  debasing  power 
know  not  how  it  con  elevate,  how  it  can  purify, 
tlt«  noblo  struggling  soul :  how  it  con  awaken  resistance,  stem, 
atqridditig,  and  which  still  triiun|ib8  orer  diains  and  dc^ath, 
men  when  to  the  narrow-minded  it  seems  most  subdued.  If 
^nnta  knew  tlicso  thinga,  they  might,  pcrchnivce,  sock  other 
malhuds  of  tyranny.  It  is  when  bruto  force  seems  moat 
Miong  that  the  moral  power  of  tho  weak  first  atandt  revealed.  A 
mm  named  sister  Saint  Moutc.v  Imt  to  <■ '  )K)or  had  given 

the  Dame  of  their  " trntthcr,"  was  In.  i<>re  one  of  the 

nrmlutiouary  tributuls  in  the  west  of  Frmnce.     The  ilcign  of 
Terror  was  at  its  height,  and  no  oounael  would  undertake  bur 


434 


WOMAJf  IN  rSAHCE. 


defence.  "  Thon  mnat  be  very  guilty  indeed,'  mid  tht  ftcsi- 
dent,  banteringly,  "  aiace  no  one  will  even  defend  thee  "  "If  t 
have  no  defender  on  earth,"  replied  the  gentle  nun,  lookiB.: 
upwaids,  "  I  have  at  least  one  m  heavcD."  At  the  foot  of  tk? 
gojllotine  she  gave  to  a  few  poor  women,  who  followed  hvr 
weeplugly,  all  the  garmenta  she  could  apsie,  and  rafosed,  eno 
under  the  kuife,  to  save  her  life  by  taking  the  oomtitatioiBl 
oath. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  enumerate  the  women  who,  tibtoogli- 
out  all  France,  braved  and  auffered  death,  for  having,  in  spitr 
of  every  prohibition,  sheltered  or  assisted  the  proacribed  pikite 
Four  sisters  were  gnillutined  together  at  Dijon  for  this  oSsxti 
and  two  sisters,  Mademoiselles  Barberon,  BchoolmistnaiBl  U 
Orleans,  were  sent  to  Puis  for  trial,  with  the  priest  wlioo 
they  had  vainly  endeavoured  to  Bave>.  They  both  ftent  U  the 
sc&fibld  glorying  in  their  action,  and  Bingmg  in  a  l^^^ul  *>^ 
clear  tone  the  ^Cth  Psalm.  M.  Billiais,  hia  wife  Mid  thair  tm 
(lauKbters,  were  condemned  at   Nantes  for  a  similar  adkn. 
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lod.     Theae  noj/ada  were  repeated  uiitil  the  waters  of  iLu 
riror  bocaine  e(>rnipt«d,  and  spnjiid  p««tilonnt:   in  tlic  cit,v 
Madama  do  Juard&in  mid  Lur  llirco  dauglilcni  were  laki^n,  witli 
»  conaderable  iminb«r  of  other  persons,  to  one  of  tbp«c  btiat>. 
Tba  bcnuljr  of  one  of  tlie  thri'a  girb  nttmctiKl  the  notice  uf  n 
•okUcr,  who  olTvrcd  to  save  lier  od  dtBhoiiounvble  r^mrtlii  ' 
la  order  to  c«cjkpe  Ida  prcasiitg  snlicitAtionit,  nhu  tiiruw  fui  -^ 
from  the  hont  into  the  river.     She  (ell  on  a  hcup  of  corpws. 
which  prevvotcd  her  troui  drowuinj^     Shu  cidJed  out  for  aid, 
hnt  aid  to  die,  and  not  to  live.     "  FIcIp  me,"  she  cried  ;  "  I 
have  not  enough  ■water  !"     TLu  exccution<?rs,  who  wore  .-klvvjijn 
|jrui«ut  to  {irevcnt  victiius  irom  eacapiug,  pushed  her  iu  fuithur 
to  a  deeper  spot, 

Tlie  conduct  of  the  young  and  beautifid  ItiMieiiioisell.  .!■ 
Csiward,  who  was  led  to  iluitli  with  an  old  feninle  nl-i'iv 
tiflien  aaolher  remarkable  proof  of  female  purity  and  udm-Ui)^ 
dvvotodncw,  She  was  on  the  boat  at  Nantes  with  her  friend. 
boUt  |>atientlj  awaiting  their  fate,  when  a  republicu:i  ofiicer,  e>i- 
■HMMired  of  thcyouug  girl  whom  he  wished  to 
lumrH,  kneeling  at  hirr  feet,  luid  paaaionately  ij^  :• 

0m  bim  the  power  of  delivering  her  by  becoming  Iiia  wife. 
lie  was  young,  hand»imc,  and  biit  manners  and  fcelingn 
were  evt<lently  tbtwe  of  n  geullem.'UL  Gloved,  in  ti]iit£  i>f 
htnM,  at  bis  pcrwitcncy,  Mndumoiwlle  de  C'uif^ird  asked. 
"If  I  many  you,  csui  you  also  sftve  my  friend!"  "Alas;" 
todly  rephed  the  oOloer,  "  I  can  only  save  her  whom  I  sbidl 
nuury."  '•  Tlicn,  farewell,"  replied  the  heroic  girl  ;  atiil  from 
that  moment  all  bis  entreaties  proved  vain :  »he  jierbLfil 
with  her  relfttivc.  Instaoooa  arc,  however,  recorded  in  which. 
-••'■  -it  any  compromiae  of  wo taaidy  honour  or  dimity,  Ijfu 
.  icrvcd,  and  not  wiinttmly  snerificciL  The  most  barliarons 
hdife  tuomeiihi  of  ahamo  and  romoriie. 

Deceivod  by  a  false  amnesty  pn:imised  to  the  Vcodcaafi, 
A^tfae  d»  la  Rochejariuelein  eame  to  NanleSL     Inatmd  of 
thw  aectiriiig  her  freedom,  she  wns  imnu  '    '  '      irested  andj 
tolun  bt§on  Lamberty,  the  friuud  and  a  <<f  Ovrian.^ 

iJo  vai  {iluBMod  with  her  appeonucs.      "An  you  afmid, 


436 


WOMAN  IN  FBASCt. 


brig&ndel"  lie  asked  "No,  general,'  the  icpBed.  ''T^ 
when  you  feci  f&si,  send  for  Lambertf."  WbeQ  rt^rtii  ifp^ 
bended  tUut  she  vaB  tti  he  mclnded  ia  the  aoy^ita,  tkt  ttcml^ 

jiy  sent  ^v■o^d  Ui  her  protector.  He  took  btr  out  ilow 
P^tli  him  ou  the  Loire  in  a  little  boot,  with  ■  tmp,  vUdk  W 
had  obtained  from  Carrier  for  prirate  BUirdas.  H«  wijbcrf  la 
t&ke  a  dishuQoiirable  advantage  of  her  pooitiaa,  sad,  whai  4b 
refused  to  M&icu  to  him,  threatened  to  dnnm  her.  She  no 
to  the  dde  of  the  boat,  and  shewed  him  thst  ah«  «n  tmij  t» 
die.  Strack  with  admiration  at  her  cotmge,  laubnty  «x- 
cliumed :  "  Your  itre  a  brave  giii !  I  will  aaw  Jml*  B* 
accordingly  concealed  her  in  the  bottom  of  tfae  host,  wUdl  ht 
hid  amongst  some  rushes  hj  the  river  adc:  Par  €t^  dqn 
and  nights  she  lay  there  nnperceived,  but  dail^  witacoii^  iW 
executions  of  the  coudemned.  A  idaii  of  KaatH,  xamd 
Sulivan,  drew  her  from  this  perikms  hii£ng-pl»ee,  nd  took 
her  home,  in  order  to  pacify  his  wife  1^-  aaiijig  »  piwiirrr 
This  man  had  betrayed  his  own  brother  bo  ibe  rcpablkiM: 
the  horror  his  wife  had  conceived  fur  him  tsnot  thtB  pttjcd 
upon  his  mind,  and  he  wished  to  appease  her,  and  expfaleMi 
crime  by  performing  some  good  deed  To  bow  modi  vabom 
good  did  the  gentle  and  purifying  influence  ut  waawn  load  a 
those  evil  days  !  The  second  retreat  of  Madcoaoiaella  dr  b 
Rochejaquelein  was  soon  discovered ;  Lanberty  wm  aeenBd 
of  the  heinous  crime  of  saving  women  from  the  Dojadea,  and  a 
friend  of  Im,  named  Robin,  took  out  Agitii«  on  the  rivn;  in 
order  to  poniard  her.  She  threw  herself  at  his  feat,  uid  the 
cLami  of  a  pure,  winning  nature  again  preniled.  BoUbl 
instead  of  kiUiug  her,  brought  her  back,  and  hid  bir:  lbs 
was,  howevier,  a^un  detected  in  her  pkoe  of  iiiiiiimtiiwi 
aitd  this  time  was  only  saved  by  the  close  of  the  Bdgn  *t 

error. 

IThe  town  of  Arras,  then  under  the  dominion  of  an  apootatt 
;  named  LolH)n,  beheld  scenes  as  fearful,  mot  with  < 
ivunbed.     Lebon  converted  the  guillotine  into  a  ] 
;instiU;twu.    Tht^  c^<i:c:»&Qtu£ttaii.«9L\Q&WtUaadi 
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Lobon  sat  on  a  bnlcooy,  from  which  he  viewed  the 
Itions  tin  the  jjliiet*  ht'Iow,  whilst  a  band,  engaged  for  that 
a,  iitayed  the  ilarsciJIaise  or  Ca  Ira.  Lebon  frequently 
SterrupteJ  the  executions,  in  order  to  prolong  the  tortures  of 
Dndcnined,  hj  reading  to  them  the  bulletin  of  the  victories 
by  the  republican  armies  He  did  so  once  when  two 
Euglishwomcn  were  ascending  the  scaSbld.  "  Aristtv 
like  yon,"  said  he,  addresdng  them,  "  must  hear  in  their 
moments  the  tritmiph  of  our  armies."  One  of  the  twn 
named  Madame  Plnnkett,  turned  towards  him,  and 
aed  indignantly  :  "  Monster !  we,  though  women,  ahidl 
c^urageonsly,  but  thou  ahalt  die  like  a  coward."  The 
Ecesa  of  tyranny,  in  which  Lebon  inJulged  with  impmiityt 
ay  be  oonjectDred  from  the  following  drcum;stimce  :  He  wits 
home  one  evening  along'  the  silent  streets  of  Arma, 
fleeting  on  evLt  news  he  had  received  from  the  army, 
he  heard  a  young  girl  singing  iu  one  of  the  private 
Duscs.  Irritated  at  this  token  of  freedom  and  joy,  he  caused 
to  be  apprelieiided  and  sent  to  the  guUlotinp,  with  her 
llior,  on  tile  fnUowing  day.  A  woman,  with  a  child  in  her 
8,  saw  them  pass  on  to  death.  "  Thou  art  not  more  inno- 
tai  tluui  that  poor  young  lady,"  said  she,  addressing  the  cluld, 
I  laiatible  burst  of  pity  and  indignation.  The  remark 
|v  I  card,  and  reported  to  Lebon,  who,  without  furtiier 

ndgmeut,  MCDt  the  compassionate  woman  to  share  die  fate  of 
I  victim  she  had  so  imprudently  pitied. 
hen  the  terror  reigned  thus  inexorably  in  the  provincOR, 
imagined  that  it  did  not  spare  Paris ;  the  seat  of 
ilful  tyranny  which  threatened  to  lay  the  country 
,  and  consign  her  most  noble  and  most  gifted  duldrt-n 
I  grave.  But  this  oppressive  power,  wludi  dev«lope4l  su» 
[  ttnsnfi>ected  evil  in  the  huniaa  heart,  also  brought  out 
Be  hitent  good,  ^tadanio  le  Jay,  the  grasping  and  ui>parently 
ah  mistres*  of  Minibcau,  devoted  herself  to  almost  certain 
in  order  tn  save  proscribed  men.  After  the  31st  of 
Coudopcet,  implicated  in  the  ruin  of  tlie  Girondists, 
an  asylum  in  the  house  of  au  obscure  widow  named 
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Marlamc  Veniet.  He  reamued  with  her  ei^t  moath*, 
wlneU  his  kind  hostess  constantly  exerted  bersrif  to  dmtt 
iiicliincholy,  and  Bometimee  playfully  addressed  Um  in 
ctiuplcts,  in  which  she  exhorted  him  to  bear  his  ht» 
"  I  have  never  written  any  verses,"  said  he  to  &er 
"  bat  I  think  ynu  will  induce  me  to  make  th«  attempl* 
wna  whibt  residing  betseath  her  loof  that  be  hiuhk—J 
rpiatle,  addressed  to  hu  wife,  in  which  oecor  t&e  twv  lat 
lincH  already  quoted*  The  be&utifal  Madimic  de  CoodcrcB 
wa»  now  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  painting  the  portaiSi  of 
the  terrorists  in  order  VC'  ohtala  a  livelihood.  It  was  cnlj 
by  stealth  that  she  could  visit  her  husband  in  his  ictitat 
His  thoughts  and  feelings  were  almost  entirely  absorbed  tn 
ber  and  their  only  child,  a  little  girl  fire  years  of  ngt. 
ardftit  revolutionist  could  never  mention  the  names  «f 
wife  find  daughter  withoat  shedding  tears.  In  the  '•Avis 
Pere  Proscrit,"  which  he  addressed  to  his  daughter,  b« 
to  her  with  great  tenderness  of  her  mother's  afllKtiea  aoi 
Kiiperior  mind. 

On  learning  the  decree  of  the  Conventioa,  wUdi  ootUmd 
and  included  the  [imscribed  and  those  who  gave  tbema 
in  the  samo  fate.  Condorcet  said  to  his  hoetes^  **  I  imu 
yon  :  were  I  dkcovcred  here,  this  decrse  would  ptflae  jw* 
beyond  the  pale  of  the  law."  "But  not  beyond  that 
humanity,"  replied  this  noble  and  nndannted  wanna 
urgent  was  sbc  in  ber  entreaties  for  him  to  remain,  that 
dorcet  was  obliged  to  escape  from  her  houae  by  stealth. 
wnnJered  fur  a  few  dAys  about  the  country,  but  was  Mon 
fcivered  and  imprisoned.  He  committed  suicide  with 
which  he  .'vlw.tj-s  kept  about  him  for  that  purpose.  I&s 
w:ls  incarcerntcd  soon  after  his  death.  Her  fitst  task; 
the  terror  had  ceased,  was  to  collect  and  publish  the  wiitiaffi 
(^mdorcet  bad  composed  during  his  sedusion.  She  anr- 
vived  him  many  years,  living  in  poverty  and  retxrvawnt; 
'  Uliful  to  the  last  to  the  repabUcan  priudples  of  bcr 
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[t  troB  lluB  devoted  zeal  of  woman  wbicb  irritated  the 

jjts  i>f  France,  because  it  ev^eiy  day  snatched  new  victim* 

their  gmsp.     Wben  Loiivet,  after  leaving  Madame  Bou- 

jr,  r«aiched  Paris,  through  innumerable  perils,  he  wa3  saved 

ccrtniti  death  hy  the  uddress  oud  courage  of  the  beauti- 

Ludui^ika,  who  afterwards  became  his  wifa     None  of 

>  would  receive  hini ;  he  had  no  papers,  no  passport,  na 
I  ia  which  he  could  lie  concealed  ;  the  scaffold  seemed  1 
tty  destiny.      Unaided,  but  supported  by  love,  LodoTaka 
[It  him  a  hiding-place  in  a  remote  room,  and  so  skilfully 
taecuted  that  it  could  never  be  detected  by  mere  eyesight. 
thankd  to  that  asylum,  he  rt-inained  midi«covered,  until 
Kvonrablo  opportunity  occtured  for  him  to  m&ke  his  escape 
I  the  fmntiera. 

I "  When  the  jiroacribed  of  every  party  met  after  the  0th  of 
bcmiidor,"  tibsenrea  Charles  de  Lacretelle,  "  the  name  of 
an  was  coveted  with  universal  benedictiona." 
)uc  man  alone,  the  cold,  sceptical  ennuy6  SMUt-Lambert, 
aed  to  dissent  from  this  general  praise.  Shortly  after  thu 
on  of  the  terror,  he  read  to  a  circle  of  ladies  a  work  in 
file  dealt  somewhat  severely  with  their  sex.  They  re- 
minded him  of  ail  that  woman  had  done  to  soften  the  Reign 
of  Terror.  "  Well,  then,  mesdames,"  ho  replied  with  a  aneer, 
"  I  sliall  iuld  to  this  clwjJter  the  remark,  that  women  devoted 
themselves  when  it  was  the  fashion  to  do  bo,"  So  spote,  in 
old  age,  the  man  who  had  been  loved  with  so  much 
oar  and  cooitancy  by  Madame  du  Chatelet  and  Madame 
loudetot 
I  The  opinion  of  Louvet  on  this  aubject  is  of  more  worth. 
had  tested  both  the  generosity  and  the  harshness  of 
Cimaii.  If  Madame  Ikiuquey  had  sheltered  him,  another 
pnian  (a  friend  of  Ouadet,  by  whom  her  honour  and  fortune 
uierly  been  saved)  refused  iiim  a  glass  of  water  when 
in  a  swoon  at  her  door.  Yet,  notwithstanding 
thia,  it  iji  thus  Louvet  speaks  :  "  Amidst  all  tlii^  degradation, 
consoling  to  declare,  that  even  in  Franco  there  still  enst 
angs  worthy  of  liherty,     Wc  found  them  especially  amongst 
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persons  of  that  sex  called  frivoloiu  and  timid.    It  ma  fron 
women  that  ve  received  the  most  touching  attentiani)  nd 
that  coarageona  aid  a  generous  oompaamtm  knom  not  how  to 
lefose  to  unmerited  misfortunes." 
May  women  long  deserve  such  noUe  praise  ! 


CHAPTER  IK. 


WOMAN   IN   THE   PE1S0N8. 


1,  perliajia,  did  the  capital  of  a  civilised  country  offer  a 
cle  like  tLat  which  the  iniaoQa  of  Paris  pre.sentcd  during 
the  Reign  of  Terror.  Whilst  fierce  and  faoatic  men,  often  re- 
fiulsively  coarse,  ruled  the  destinies  of  France,  individuals 
most  noble  bj  birth,  distinguished  by  station,  or  eminent  by 
ent,  were  herded  together  in  prisons,  pakces,  and  private 
tela,  and  thence  daily  sent  iti  batches  {/uaniiet)  to  the 
[lotina  The  number  of  iaiarcerated  impfcU  at  one  time 
pnaUsd  to  11,400. 

Does  of  the  blood,  generals,  statesmen,  orators,  handsome 
and  C'lshiomible  ladies,  nuna,  men  of  letters,  priests,  actors, 
&ud  dignitarieii  of  the  Church,  met  in  those  abodes  of  death, 
as  ardently  tenacious  of  former  paastous  and  privilegoa  bb  they 
were  careleanly  indifferent  to  the  present  It  was  only  in  a 
faw  cxteniiil  eircumataucea  that  this  social  world  differed 
fffim  the  gay  and  frivolous  circles  of  the  eighteenth  century. 
Women,  regaining  all  the  power  so  ruthlessly  brokejj  la  theirj 
hands  by  the  great  dnima  of  the  revolution,  once  more  gav 
the  tone,  and  ruled  coterita.  The  mania  for  sentiment  had 
Somewhat  gone  by  ;  brilliant  and  caustic  wit,  literary  discua- 
sioua  and  Hpieurean  phUiiauphy,  recalled  the  palmy  days  and 
-f  Mesdanios  dc  Tencin  and  du  DeJIand.  The  imprisoned 
i;vcy  of  Fnuice  laughed  at  the  revolutionary  scaffold; 
as,  under  royiJ  rule,  it  had  laughed  at  lettrea  de  cachet  and 
the  Baatilc  :  it  trilled  with  death,  as  it  was  its  wont  to  trifle 
with  everything ;  the  same  daring  and  frivolous  race  whom 
:  'Tfriug  could  Hubdue  or  render  grave.  There  was  iq 
as  much  pride  as  levity  in  this  careless  bearing :  it 
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TSS  the  last  haughty  defiance  of  the  coniv:  r    ;  •     ', 

■plebeian  oppR'Sstir  ;  and  more  jjlainly  than  -    i'.   •  ■    ;     i.vl  ,: 
to  the  cxariiterated  terransta  eeem  t«  say,  ''  Send  us  tn  (lath  - 
do  your  worst ;  we  caa  still  brave  both  your  power  and  yoa." 
Certain  knowledge  of  the  fate  to  which  the  luspetU  w«t» 
dcKinied,  their  great  muaber,  the  difficulty  of  eacspe,  and  tbft 
rare  iitstances  in  which  it  was  attempted  by  captives  to  whon 
France  had  become  a  vast  priaon-house,  rendered  tha  ^1 
easy  and  tolerant.      The  prisoners  were  permitted  to  mt^ 
freely,  and  to   regulate  their  amu^mcnts  and  occupfttitiok. 
They  generally  elected  prmdenta,  who  distributed  the  diily 
toska,  and  saw  that  they  were  properly  performed.     Sam* 
the  firoa,  others  swept  the  rooms  and  wade  the  beds ;  a 
prepared  their  own  food  :  the  wealthy  had  their  meak  bnraj 
ill  to  them  from  their  hooaee,  or  sent  in  by  s  lartanraUBt 
and  large  sums  were  spent  by  the  captives  in  pi 
themselves  the  delicacies  of  the  seasoii.     The  poor  were' 
rally  fed  at  the  expense  of  their  richer  companions  :  the  gaol 
recommended  needy  Bana-culottes  to  the  care  of  opulent 
orats,  who  generously  provided  for  them.     The  wealth  of 
ci-devant  was  thus  aEcertained  by  the  nuinber  of  prisoners 
maintained ;  and  as  much  pride  was  displayed  iii  this 
luxury  as  had  been  shewn  in  the  laqueys,  honca,  and  misi 
a  noble  formerly  kept,  chiefly  for  porposea  of  ostentation.    Thf 
^ame  spirit  which  had  governed  the  salooos  of  the  old  r^-gimc 
ruled  in  the  prisons  of  the  Dew  one.     Aristocratic  distioctioni 
were  rigorously  kept  up.     The  nobles  addreased  one  anotliK 
by  their  respective  titles  :  unless  in  the  presence  of  tho  guikav 
when  they  took  care  to  use  the  consecrated  terms  of  d 
and  citoyenne.     They  formed  circles,  from  which  tho  roti 
with  whom  they  might  the  very  next  day  aacejid  the  guilhi 
were  sedulously  excluded     All  the  formalities  of  good  bi 
ing  were  carefully  preserved  :  gentlemen  gave  up  their 
of  wliich  there  was  a  scarcity,  ta  the  ladies,  and  stood,  (attt- 
taining  them  gallantly ;  [tolite  invitations  tx*  dinner  wen  MB) 
.  from  CorriAor  ¥miiBiie  Vi  ^lc»m4s«  Ykiteal. 
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prJO.     It  was  gcncraUy  in  the  afternoon  that  the  prisoner* 
^t ;    when  the  court-yard*  of  t!ju  Luscinhfiurg,  of  Siiint- 
antl  never.!]  utlier  [jHk:)iia,  exhibited  almost  as  luiicb 
as  the  most  fxsliionable  places  of  Pariaiiin  resort.     In 
jialftce  of  the  Luxembourg,  tben  converttd  into  a  prison, 
•  often  assembled  in  an  antechamber  cnnimanding  a 
e  fine  gardens  below,  wiiere  there  friends  and  rels- 
d&ily  gathered  to  obtun  a  distant  glimpse  of  those  they 
The  seTtrity  of  the  sentinels  generally  deprived  the 
oricrs  «(  tiis  consolation  ;  bnt  grief  or  care  had  littli; 
Tcr  over  this  light-hearted  race.     The  scene  in  the  ante- 
tmber  was  animated  and  gay :  Indies  brought  their  work, 
nobles  sat  .-vpart  in  cnmest  converantion^  wliile  the  young 
Iked  np  and  down  the  room,  or  gathered  into  laughing 
Bops.     At  one  end  of  the  gallery  three  clijiira  were  disposed 
1  to  represent  ft  giullotine  ;  tbia  was  a  game  invented  by 
of  the  Luxembourg.     Surrounded  by  a  circle  of 
1  who  blamed  or  applauded  them  according  to  their 
eccss,  they  imitated  f.iitlif«lly  the  last  moments  of  the  coit- 
ancd  1  luid,  like  tlie  iloman  gladiators,  thus  studied  hove 
iie  gracefully.     A  similar  game  was  invented  and  followed 
the  Gir>indists  in  the  Conciergerie, 
[These  images  of  death  seemed  to  enhance  the  brief  plea- 
of  the  captives ;  it  was  beoause  they  were  to  die  tliiit 
would  enjoy  existence  to  the  last.     Never  were  the  vol- 
ptuous  yirecepta  of  Horace  more  faitlifully  obeyed  :  the  mock 
Mirew  no  damp  im  the  mirthful  scono  around     Ap- 
-  were  made  for  music  and  card-parties  in  the  even- 
ing, (or  lecture  on  astronomy,  chemistry,  and  other  sciences, 
be  delivered  by  captive  savants,  or  for  literary  reading);, 
[ligrains,  boutsrimds,  and  acted  chanides.     The  ladies  dressed 
these  soiri^cs  as  carefully  as  their  reduced  wardrobes  ai- 
red, the  gentlemen  wore  assiduom*  and  polite ;  open  flirta- 
nns  were  carried  on,  and  sincere  affections  often  sprang  up 
theme  dens  of  tcrrvtr.     S<imo  of  the  l.itlies,  who  liml  fnr- 
lerly  ruled  the  guy  world,  now  8W.<i3'ed  in  a  jirisou  their  light 
Bptre.     Sad  Madame  dc  Condorcct,  in  widoVs  v«ed&,  c&r«d 
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littk  for  her  fbrmer  power ;  Imt  the  nitty  and  < 
de  CoigDj,  the  f<>e  of  Cardinal  de  BrieniM  And  Marie  Aalai»- 
ttte,  failed  not  to  exerci;ge  her  capridoos  rule  in  Saiat-Lnus. 
Near  her  appeared  her  danghter,  wiioaa  gnoe  aad  lofriMH 
inspired  the  poet  AndrS  Ch^oier  witb  »  ttgrtad  pMriea, 
which  bu  expressed  ia  the  exquisit«  inraai  <wi«itl«>i  -l^ 
Jetuie  Ca(itiv€."  Be  perished  the  daj  before  tbe  lill  <! 
Robespierre;  Mademoiselle  de  Cbigny  sorriTed  the  Stiffs 
of  Tcirar. 

The  deaths  of  thoee  aronnd  tbem  mterfercd  littk  wkk  like 
pleasures  of  the  prisoners :  they  were  not  selfishly  iadifttwt; 
they  only  knew  th&t  their  own  toro  would  soon  eoiaa :  tkl 
to  be  guillotined  was  the  conunon  fate.  \VltlMNU  this  MS- 
ingly  reckless  spirit,  how  could  they  have  eitduivd  the  boM 
of  their  captivity — for  horrible  it  was  ia  reality — bebdd  lUr 
Meada  aad  relatiTes  daily  torn  from  them  to  be  led  to  AmAh, 
and  yet  have  ll\red  on  and  betrayed  no  weakaeM  f  It  ns 
generally  wlien  the  prisoners  were  assembled  together;  vWi 
the  scene  of  gaie^  was  at  its  hei^t,  irfaen  piujmla  vcn 
mriring  for  the  morrow,  and  the  love  of  a  day  waa  betag  i» 
dtdged,  that  some  drunken  gaoler  euoe  to  raad  the  kng  Kit 
of  victl(n&.  A  deep,  hushed  silence  immediately  pnrsilad:  it 
seemed  as  though,  on  the  approach  of  this  boald  of  itit^ 
the  breathing  of  life  had  saddenly  beeona  suspended.  As  ht 
slowly  spelled  o^'er  every  name,  those  who  w«i*  thna  ■■- 
moned  to  trial — and  they  knew  that  trad  signiSed  dath 
calmly  bade  their  friends  fareweQ,  and  came  furwanL  Othcn 
immediately  took  their  places  in  the  ^uae  or  oooTctsatiaa  kit 
nnfiniabed  by  thdr  deporton.  A  few  ddaywd  in  nrdcr  te 
write,  on  the  table  where  they  had  partaken  of  thdr  latf 
repast,  some  poetical  adlen.  The  most  bwwtifid  aad  tOMhiag 
of  these  effosians  is  that  which  the  poet  Buoeher,  the  bdored 
trieod  of  Mademoiselle  de  Lespiuassev  Mldrasstd  to  hk  «ifc 
aad  ohildien,  on  sending  them  Us  pottndt  dnwn  by  a  CeI1o>*- 
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The  ifrnoraticc  of  the  gaolers,  the  incliSierence,  aud  often  tlio 
i)f  tiio  prisoners,  kd  to  constant  mistakes  of  identity. 
iuan  of  twenty  was  guillotined  '*  for  Laving  a  son 
Uie  6migr^"  The  old  dowager  Dncheal  of  Biron, 
her  daughter-in-law,  tiic  widow  of  the  dnke,  fonnerly 
at  of  Laozun,  and  who  has  already  been  introduced  in 
pngeii  as  the  Countess  Am^lie,  pteriahed  instead  of  their 
The  two  ladies  were  confined  together  in  the  Lux- 
Dboarg ;  the  gaoler  received  a  list  containing  the  name  of 
oo  :  "  Bnt  there  are  two  of  them,"  said  he  to  the  gcudarnm 
kiting  with  the  tart.  "  Then  bring  them  both,"  l"he  list 
come  at  a  later  hour  thui  u^uol ;  the  old  murgcliale  waa 
snpper ;  she  calmly  concluded  her  meal  whikt  the  other 
Hers  were  uropariiig ;  when  all  waa  ready,  she  took  up 
book  of  devotion,  and  departed  cheerfully.  She  was 
ined  with  her  daughter-iii-Iaw  the  next  day.  A  eimiLw 
'  gave  the  Countess  of  JIaille  an  opportunity  of  diaptaying 
fer  nobleness  of  mind.  On  hearing  the  name  of  MoiUd  ctilled 
It  by  the  gaoler,  ehe  stepped  forth  from  tie  ranks  of  the 
ttCTS,  but  observed,  that  though  the  surname  which  bad 
txt&d  was  hers,  the  Chriation  name  prefixed  to  it  was  not 
I' Baked  to  designate  the  person  to  whom  it  referred ; 
aoi  wiis  hcT  only  reply.  On  being  pressed  to  say,  at  least, 
jhere  that  jiersou — her  sister-in-hiw — might  be  found,  aha 
Bswered,  "  I  do  not  desire  death,  but  I  prefer  it  a.  thouaand 
( to  the  shame  of  saving  myself  at  the  eij)euse  of  another, 
ready  to  follow  you."  Struck  with  her  magnanimity, 
be  commissary  who  hod  come  to  fetch  the  prisoners  away, 
ared  her.  This  forbearance  saved  her  life. 
When  gaolers,  gendarmes,  and  prisoners,  all  were  gone,  when 
ng  of  the  carl,  whidi  bore  the  latter  to  death  had  sub- 
in  the  dLit:uice,  the  prisoners  recovered  from  their 
momontory  gravity.  The  light  jcat,  the  caustic  repartee,  the 
ay  trifling  were  resumed,  mrd  the  hum  of  conversation  once 
lore  filled  the  hall,  or  the  courtyanl,  whichever  it  mig^t  be. 
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Few  re^ts  were  given  to  the  i1e{i«rted ;  tlioee  tIio  liid  Imn 
sjwred  t-o-day  knew  not  wbether  their  hour  might  not  wmt  on 
thti  morrow.  After  the  introduction  of  the  rcpmblkan  a^ 
dor,  tbe  tenth  of  every  d6ca<lo  wna  consecrated  to  re[io9c : 
no  trials  or  executiuiis  took  p!ac«  on  D4cadL  VVbts  tti« 
prifMjners,  tfcrcfore,  reached  the  day  on  which  tven  tiiE  gnii- 
lotine  rusted,  they  knew  that  they  had  at  le*st  twenty-ftrai 
hours  more  to  live.  Years  of  life  were  never  htuled  with  m*t 
jc^y  than  waa  this  brief  respite  :  throuf^out  aU  the  priioDi  tS 
Piiriss  Dt'c^di  was  kept  as  a  day  of  festiTitj-  and  glodium  n 
another  resting-plncc  between  life  and  the  sciiSutd. 

At  no  epoch,  during  the  whole  of  the  eighteenth  i 
was  female  influence  so  clearly  displayed,  aa  At  this  peii^  id 
the  prisons,  and  over  the  aspect  of  prison  life.     The  letrtj," 
the  rockle^ness,  the  aim  at  effect,  the  hcrokm  with  which  ^ 
prisoners  met  their  futc,  were  not  only  distinctive  attrihata  M 
tlte  national  character,  but  also  traits  strongly  illustrating  tit 
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to  be  derived  Irova  tlic  g&mo  of  the  guiUotiue.  Calm,  re^gued, 
aflocting  not  mora  conrag«  than  thoir  hearts  conid  fci-1,  they 
Awed  even  professed  sci-ptics  iiita  veueration.  With  wurdii  of 
fjeaXle  aiid  eloqueut  penuasioii,  the  widow  of  tbo  Couat  u( 
Clcrmnnt  'Cunnere  Bubdned  the  pruud  spirit  of  the  pbilosophcr 
L<i  Har(}6.  Convinced  by  hor  vguiucuts  and  ozumple,  Lu 
became  ,i  ft-rvuiit  and  sincere  CbrisUaii ;  remaiuing  so  until 
hie  dciitti,  ^vhicli  did  not  occur  until  several  years  afterward)). 
The  young  and  pious  Countess  of  Xi>aillca  was  generally  caIImI 
the  aiigel  of  the  prison.  None  of  her  fellow-captives  could 
bebuld  or  approach  her  withont  emotion  and  respect.  Iii  her 
doep  haniility,  she  saw  nothing  of  this.  8he  was  tried  htuI 
uuttduniued.  Some  one  urged  her  to  take  auiuu  rejxiae.  *'  Iluw 
CAD  one  sleep  or  the  ore  of  etcnuty  V  she  rcpliexl.  And  she 
•pent  itt  vigil  and  prayer  the  hut  night  nf  a.  life  an  punt 
it  had  been  briefl  Whilst  the  worlJIy-uuiided  gnvu  them* 
mIvm  np  to  whatever  dissipation  their  gloomy  plneo  of  sii- 
jouru  could  afford,  tho  piously-inclined  uK*embled  u[uirt  to 
pray.  It  was  at  four  in  tho  afternoon,  the  hour  of  the  cxccu- 
tiiuii,  tliat  they  met  together  to  read  the  e<^>leiim  prnyers  for 
the  dying.  In  tlie  course  of  the  OTcning,  they  met  iigaiu  lo 
pray  for  the  souls  of  the  detid,  according  to  the  ritual  of  the 
CathoEc  Church.  Youths  and  maidens  scarcely  bey 
i-hildhood  kucU  there  by  the  side  of  gny-hoaded  old 

;  ig  liileutly  to  the  exliortation  of  the  priest — some  dotminl 
..,,  'it'->  thcni — and  who,  whilst  reminding  them  of  those 

tl'  ^one,  fiulfd  nut  to  bid  them  pretxirc  for  their  own 

jil  ;  fate.     T'  ■    ■>us  rites,  strictly  foi-ljidden  t« 

li  ■  '  r.i  not  iiit- .  I    y  tbii  g.iolers  to  tbcir  captives. 

"  We  let  liiui  live,"  waid  boucjuier  Tinviile  of  the  Abl>6  I'jnerj-, 
iocaroemtod  in  tlio  Coneicrgcrie,  "  because,  liy  his  goatleuen 
■ad  good  advice,  he  cheeks  muru  murmurs  and  more  toaolt 
in  onr  prisons,  than  we  could  with  the  help  of  tho  geudaruici 
asd  the  guillotina" 

Thus,  some  with  reckless  levity,  others  witti  religious  resi^ 
j;i      ,  ■        "  ■   "     '.fo.     The  heroism  I 

(1.  )\wn5Bary»rtV 
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of  til*  men.  Tbe  levity  to  which  we  have  aUodad  Hi  Ml 
exclade  the  highest  oad  most  noble  qtulitics.  Of  aD  tb( 
wameo  who  pemhed  doriiig  the  R«ign  of  Terror,  oaa  orif, 
Mtuiome  da  Bany,  knew  not  how  to  die  ujnugcoaily.  8ka 
was  safe  in  Englaod,  Assisting  the  eaa^mtei  aoblea,  wba  ik» 
reaolvcd  to  Feturn  to  FnuK«,to  poasew  heraalf  of  t)w  tNMDMi 
she  had  hiddea  at  Lacteanes ;  withoat  wfaidi  aka  oooU  att 
contiiiue  her  generoua  task.  She  came,  was  batnjad  by  ker 
favonrite  negro  Zamore,  takes  before  the  tribnnBl,  and  ea- 
demued  Horror-strack  at  hei  fate,  she  wept  bittetly  oa  f^ 
log  to  the  gnillotitie,  and  pawionatel j  oitraatod  tbe  paofik  la 
save  her.  Heedless  of  the  esantple  aod  ranoastmiaea  of  thtm 
who  were  going  to  die  with  her,  she  continiied  to  wiiag  hs 
bands  and  to  bewail  her  fat«  ;  she  etnig^ed  with  ti»  oaea- 
doner  on  reaching  the  scaffold,  and  filled  the  whola  Clasa  it 
la  Revolution  with  agooiaing  shiieka. 

Would  tJiat  manj  had  died  thus :  would  tliat  the  acsAil 
had  not  become  a  stage  for  victims  to  p«riah  with  eonnge  ■ 
aleut  and  80  stem,  that  the  crowd  betow  saw  aot  tba  Innr 
of  their  fate.  If  tean  and  lamentatiaBa,  like  thoae  of  te 
ireak  wonian,  had  come  from  the  carts  which  daily  loQadakm 
the  streets,  besriog  their  load  of  victinis :  if  ahriaka  aad  cnia 
fur  mercy  lil^  hen  had  reaoonded  from  th«  lieaBfiM,  then  ikf 
t«RW  would  have  been  known  for  what  it  wma,^«  tNikiiai|. 
then  it  would  not,  it  oonld  not,  have  endorvd  so  Ioq^  Bat 
there  seemed  to  exist  ft  secret  struggle  between  the  orowd  aai 
the  condemned,  as  to  who  shonld  be  more  relentleH,  aad  tste 
more  defying  :  beings  most  oppoaed  in  feeling  and  opiakB^ 
united  all  in  the  same  instincti?*  and  onbeoding  oool^iik  tf 
death  and  thetr  oppressors. 

Nothing  b  more  characteristic,  in  the  aapttt  of  tka  pdam 
of  ttiis  period,  than  the  r^id  >ncoeBBion  in  whidh  iadifidHii 
of  every  rank  of  life,  and  ercty  political  creed,  paawd  thramfi 
them  on  their  brief  jooiney:  all  tending  to  thai 

affold. 

o  days  alUx  ike  cxnccftkxL  of  Madamf  Bolaad,  i 
I  die  QoogGS — fc'wattKB  la  votewsi  no^ur  '-ol 
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taleiit,  bat  not  without  some  political  and  literaiy  notoriety — 
like  her,  left  the  Conciergerie  for  the  guillotine.  At  the  age 
of  thirty-eight,  when  her  beauty  and  the  successes  it  had  pro- 
cured for  her  were  both  gone,  Olympe  de  Gonges  took  the 
title  of  "  woman  of  letters,"  and  published  several  dramatic 
and  political  works.  Seized  with  what  may  be  called  the 
lerolutionary  fever  of  the  times,  she  covered  the  walls  of 
Paris  with  affiches  signed  with  her  name.  It  is  asserted, 
though  the  fact  may  well  be  doubted,  that  Olympe  was  so 
illiterate  as  not  to  know  even  how  to  read,  and  to  be  compelled 
to  dictate  her  compositions  to  various  secretaries.  Her  writ- 
ings bear  traces  of  a  facility  bordering  on  improvisation- 
'  Bursts  of  real  eloquence  are  disfigured  by  evident  want  of 
taste,  extravagance,  and  absurdity;  but  many  uf  her  reflec- 
tions are  just  and  sound,  and  shew  both  originality  and  power. 
She  wrote  on  almost  every  subject ;  chiefly  on  the  emancipa- 
tion and  political  rights  of  women.  Her  views  on  the  great 
events  passing  before  her  changed  constantly.  She  violently 
opposed  the  king,  and  when  he  was  brought  to  trial  had  the 
courage  to  propose  to  defend  him  :  a  task  which  fear  had  in- 
duced the  celebrated  counsel  Target  to  decline.  After  the 
death  of  Louis  XVL,  Olympe  de  Gongea  attached  herself  to 
the  Girondists :  the  fall  of  this  party  exasperated  her,  and  she 
attacked  Marat,  Bobcspierre,  and  the  Jacobins,  in  the  most 
daring  manner.  She  was  immediately  arrested,  and  tried  by 
the  revolutionary  tribunal.  She  defended  herself  with  courage 
and  dignity;  but  on  hearing  the  verdict  of  the  jury  against 
her,  her  fortitude  seemed  to  desert  her,  and  she  said,  "  My 
enemies  shall  not  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  my  blood  shed : 
I  am  with  child,  and  shall  give  a  citoyen  or  ciloytnne  to  the 
reijublic."  This  assertion  was  disbelieved  at  the  time,  and 
was  ascertained  to  be  false.  On  learning  that  her  sentence 
would  be  carried  into  execution,  Olympe  recovered  her  firm- 
ness :  "  Children  of  the  fatherland,"  said  she,  &om  the  guillo- 
tine to  the  crowd  below,  "  you  will  avenge  my  death." 

Madame  Roland  and  Olympe  de  Gonges  were  not  solitary 
instances  of  women  who  perished,  thougli  noted  lot  Ik^k  «.v 
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tachstent  to  the  TOvolntionaTjr  principles.  The  andiible  M»- 
dame  Lariolctto  hivd  not  ooly  embraced  with.  paadraiateudMt 
the  dr>ctmiM  of  an  era  whidi  she  considered  one  of  ttwiam 
and  happineaa  for  humanity,  but  ihe  abo  dsvotad  iamU  to 
the  care  of  the  soldiers  wounded  in  defending  tile  (hmitrKlf 
France.  Falsely  accused — for  what  motive  ie  not  known — bj 
her  husband,  she  was  brought  before  the  tribunal  of  Fadi,  ud 
eoon  condemned  to  deatL  She  heard  her  eent^ce  with  it^ 
ings  of  relief :  the  bitter  deceptions  of  her  brief  f^'tfivy  hii 
rendered  it  odioiis  to  her.  Calling  one  of  the  priaonen  to  Iter 
window,  she  said  to  him,  on  the  evening  of  hercondemtmtiuii; 
"  Look  at  nie  ;  I  nm  calm.  Assure  your  &ieiids  that  I  iduU 
die  worthy  of  them." 

Victims  more  touching  than  those  of  p<;>lit)cal  opiuiim  mn 
frequently  incarcerated  for  some  generous  deed  or  at*  of 
iromatily  love.  When  old  General  Custlne  appealed  b^M 
the  tribunal,  a  young  and  beautiful  woman  might  be  aeeo  i 
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de  Custine  paused  and  admired  it  The  woman  undersUnid 
her:  "Take  it,"  said  she,  presenting  the  child;  "you  will  give 
it  back  to  me  below."  Madame  de  Custine  obeyed,  and,  pro- 
tected by  that  shield,  descended  the  steps  in  safety :  when  she 
had  reached  the  street,  she  returned  the  child  to  its  mother, 
without  daring  to  murmur  thanks,  which  might  have  been 
dangerous  to  both. 

The  condemnation  and  death  of  her  father-in-law  were  not 
the  last  trials  of  this  devoted  woman.  Her  husband  was  soon 
afterwards  thrown  into  prison.  Hopeless  of  an  acquittal,  she 
planned  his  escape.  For  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  francs 
in  gold,  and  a  pension  of  two  thousand  livres,  a  daughter  of 
the  gaoler,  named  Louise,  was  to  let  the  prisoner  escape. 
Their  measures  were  all  taken,  when  M.  de  Custine  learned 
that  Louise,  by  thus  aiding  him,  would  incur  the  penalty  of 
death.  From  that  moment  nothing  could  induce  him  to  ac- 
cede to  the  proposed  plan.  His  wife  wept  and  entreated  him 
in  vain.  Louise  knelt  at  his  feet,  offering  to  give  up  the  reward 
and  foUow  him  and  Madame  de  Custine  wherever  they  went ; 
he  remuned  inflexible,  still  preferring  death  to  the  shame  of 
saving  his  life  at  the  expense  of  another.  Scarcely  had  Mada:ue 
de  Custine  become  a  widow,  when  she  was  in  her  torn  thrown 
into  prison;  but  her  beauty,  her  devotedness,  and  her  misfor- 
tunes had  given  her  a  friend  in  one  of  the  Jacobins  who  ha(>- 
pened  to  be  brought  into  contact  with  her.  A  mason  named 
Jerome  resolved  to  save  her.  He  had  free  access  to  Fouquier 
"nnville's  office.  Every  day  for  six  months  he  failed  not  once 
to  place  her  act  of  accusation  the  last  on  the  list  He  thus 
saved  her  life.  After  the  £dl  of  Kobespierre,  J6rome  was  onu- 
pelled  to  hide,  and  Madame  de  Custine  was  set  at  liberty.  She 
fell  ill,  and  J6rome,  who  knew  it,  sent  her  servant  money  where- 
with to  support  her  mistress  and  her  child.  Events  subse- 
quently enabled  Madame  de  Custine  to  favour  the  escape  of 
her  benefactor  from  the  kingdom. 

Such  instances  of  generosity  or  kindness  from  the  terrorists 
were  by  no  means  rare  The  author  £itanb6  was  treated  with 
some  leniency  in  his  prison  because  one  of  the  toiake^,  who 
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daily  sent  to  the  scaffold  the  pcisODen  he  dialled,  had  teal 
hia  tale  of  Joseph,  which  he  said  "made  him  weep,"  -is  tk 
lidgn  of  Terror  progressed,  even  the  men  by  whom  it  bad 
been  established  begiia  to  look  upon  their  work  with  dwad 
and  horror.  The  executions  daily  assniDed  a  more  reToItiiig 
character.  Fonrtecn  yonng  girls,  the  eldest  of  whom  w»e  not 
eighteen  years  of  age,  were  sent  to  the  liC&Sbld  at  ooce.  Tsxst 
crime  wns  having  asaisted  at  a  ball  gi^eu  by  their  poreste, 
the  chief  inhabitanta  of  the  town,  whea  Verdon  samiida«i 
to  the  Fnissiana.  For  this  the  tribunal  of  IWia  condemiwd 
them  to  die.  They  were  incarcerated  in  the  Ooociei^e, 
where  their  youth  and  modest  beauty  interested  all  tb«  otbef 
priaonera  in  their  favour.  The  manner  in  which  thry  tpaA 
the  last  day  of  their  life  confirms  a  remark  applicable  t»  the 
whole  female  eex  ;  who,  during  the  Keign  of  Terror,  tbini^l 
&r  leaa  of  their  &te  than  of  the  means  by  which  it  might  be 
mot  with  decency.     Guided  by  this  "  ruling  passion  strong  ia 
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of  the  Vuux  Cordelier,  proposed  the  substitution  of  a  tri- 
bunal of  clemency  for  one  of  blood,  "be  was  sent  to  the  Lux- 
embourg, to  share  the  fiite  of  those  he  had  wished  to  save.  On 
entering  his  prison,  he  exclaimed,  with  a  sigh,  "I  die  fur 
having  shed  a  few  tears  over  the  unhappy."  During  hia  brief 
captivity,  he  thought  of  nothing  save  Lucile  and  their  child. 
He  spent  his  days  in  writing  her  the  most  touching  letters — 
which  still  exist,  with  the  traces  of  his  tears — and  in  watching 
her  in  the  gardens  below.  After  his  condemnation  it  was  still 
of  her  fate  that  he  thought :  happy,  even  in  his  misery,  nut 
to  suspect  whut  that  &Aa  would  be.  He  died  clasping  n  lock 
of  her  hair,  and  uttering  the  name  of  Lucile.  His  blood  still 
stained  the  revolutionary  scaffold,  when  the  prisoners  whom  he 
had  left  in  the  Conciergerie  beheld  his  widow  appear  amongst 
them.  Pale  and  drooping,  but  still  surpassingly  beautiful  even 
in  her  agonising  sorrow,  she  looked  Uke  one  bowed  down  by  an 
overwhelming  calamity,  and  to  whom  the  grave  alone  could 
yield  repose.  The  prisoners  gazed  on  her  as  she  wandered 
over  the  prison  with  her  unsettled  looks,  or  sat  apart  sad  and 
desolate,  and  they  felt  that  for  her  at  least  it  would  be  well 
to  die.  Gentle  to  the  last,  notwithstanding  the  bitterness  of 
her  grief,  she  endeared  herself  to  aU.  She  shunned  no  one, 
but  avoided  consolation.  She  consorted  chiefly  with  a  young 
nun,  who,  on  the  opening  of  the  revolution,  had  left  her  con- 
vent and  married  Hubert,  the  infamous  author  of  the  "Peru 
Duchesne."  Before  he  perished  himself,  CamUle  Desmouliiis 
had  by  his  sarcasms  ruined  H€bert,  and  brought  him  to  the 
scaffold. 

The  widows  of  the  two  foes  now  met  in  the  court-yard  of 
the  prison,  and,  sitting  down  on  the  same  stone,  wept  together 
over  their  misfortunes.  The  widow  of  Hebert  foresaw  her 
fate,  but  thought  that  Lucile  Desmoulins,  so  innocent  and  so 
pure,  could  not  be  condemned.  "  You  are  happy,"  she  often 
said  to  her ;  "  there  is  nothing  against  you :  you  wUl  be 
acquitted."  Lucile  knew  this  was  impossible:  "They  will 
kill  me  as  they  have  killed  him,"  was  her  answer ;  "  let  them  : 
I  know  the  blood  of  woman  has  never  been  shed  in  vain." 
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She  he&rd  her  condemnation  with  • 

tlie  victims  of  that  disastrous  perivn 

to  go  to  the  scaffold.     She  preserved  a  checrfiil  bcarir., 

voTsing  with  her  companions,  And  particularly  witl:  ' ' 

of  Hubert,  as  sho  went  along.     Her  courage  anil  ' 

lieauty  filled  all  thtiae  who  gased  on  lior  with 

ami  sorrow.     '*  How  beautihil  she  looks  !  what  a  j .._. 

the  exdiimations  which  aroee  upon  her  path.     At  the  fwtt  i 

th«i  scaffold  sho  tenderly  embraced  the  widow  of  Hebert, 

her  other  companions  farewell,  and  sulimitt«r)  to  her  &t*  \ 

mock  resignation.     A  beautiful,  touching  victim  uf  womb'i 

holiest  feelings— compassion  and  love. 

The  efllirts  Camille  Desmonllns  had  made  to  itajr  iW 
course  of  the  Reign  of  Terror  seemed  only  to  accoI«nt«  i1i 
progress,  Wliole  generations  were  awept  away  at  onot.  The 
virtuous  M.ile8herbes,  then  more  than  eighty  yvm  of  age,  l»« 
courageous  defender  of  Louis  XVI.,  tha  hnmane  nfaaite 
whose  first  act  of  power  had  been  to  deliver  prisonem  injoid} 
detained,  was  cast  into  prison,  with  his  sister,  hU  daughter, 
Ilia  son-iu'law,  hb  grand-daughter  and  her  httsbtuid,  M.  it 
Chateauhriand,  brother  of  the  late  celebrated  aatlior.  IVt 
cheerful  serenity  of  Malesherbes,  and  the  devotednem  of  lb- 
dame  de  Rosambeau,  his  daughter,  excited  the  admintkni  ■( 
all  the  prisoners  in  the  Conciergerie,  where  tlua  bmij 
were  confined.  Madame  de  Rosainboan  8<Kimcid  to  km 
forgotten  every  eartlily  object  save  her  aged  &t]i«r.  As  t^ 
Inmily  proceeded,  with  other  prisoneiTs  to  the  tiibuual,  iiaj 
met  M.  de  SombreuU — who  had  been  reinairMrated— l««JB| 
nit  the  ann  of  Ms  daught&r.  The  fint  time  tMa  henlecii 
had  appeared  before  the  other  priaonois,  every  look  becMiA 
fixed  upon  her  and  filled  with  tears.  On  beholding  btrMW« 
Madauw  de  Kusumbeau  observed—'*  You  bare  Itad  the  ^Kj 
of  saving  your  father  ;  I  shall  have  the  coaaolatiun  of  ijiaf 
with  mine." 

Amount  those  who  sharpfl  the  fato  of  tha  MaloAfltH 
kfainliy,  were  V.wo  cjd(i\)>x^Viii  i^Ulicd  antagonistic  CIiKmBv 
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Dacbess  of  QraTmnont,  sister  of  the  minister  Choiseul,  ftcid 
Marknie  du  Chatelot,  widow  of  the  celebrated  Madame  du 
itolot's  only  son,  who  bad  been  guillotined  a  fuvv  mouths 
Irjre.  When  these  two  ladies  appeared  before  the  revo- 
iun&ry  tribunal,  the  haughty  Madame  do  Orammout 
otved  with  great  firmness  and  courage.  She  was  accused 
[liatiug  sent  money  and  linen  to  the  queen  after  the  10th 
I  August ;  ahe  disdained  to  deny  this  hcmourabio  circum- 
Dce :  "  I  will  not  purchase  my  life  at  the  cost  of  an 
ath,"  was  her  only  justification.  Madame  du  Chatelet,  a 
Itn,  gentle  woman,  sought  not  to  make  any  defence,  but 
raited  her  fate  in  siileut  submission.  Iiockless  of  herself, 
ae  de  Grammont  thought  only  of  her  friemL  "  That 
should  seek  mif  death,"  she  pa^iooatcly  exclaimed, 
iresaing  her  judges,  "  since  I  despise  and  luit«  you — since 
[•would  have  roused  all  Europe  against  you,  if  I  could — that 
should  send  roe  to  the  scntlold,  is  only  natural.  But 
at  did  this  angel,"  she  added,  pointing  to  her  friend,  "  ever 
to  yon  ? — she,  who  always  bore  cverj-thing  without  com- 
at,  and  whose  whole  existence  has  been  marked  by  actions 
I  kindness  and  humanity  J  "  This  courageous  appeal  proved 
1 ;  but  it  was  not  thrown  away  on  the  memory  of  iiadani(> 
QramuLont :  that  "Amazoiuan,  fierce,  haughty  daine,"* 
•r  whose  character  this  one  little  tridt  shed  a  noble  and 
nerons  light.  On  the  23d  of  April  1794,  Miileslic.rbes, 
family,  the  Duchess  of  Grammont,  Madame  du  Chatelet, 
nd  several  other  individuals,  fourteen  in  all,  were  convoyed 
bi  two  carts  to  the  place  of  execution.  Madame  de  Rosoni- 
bean  snpixirted  her  father,  near  whom  she  was  neated  :  she  em- 
lirtkued  him  frequently,  and,  heedless  of  her  own  approaching 
end,  wept  over  his  fate,  When  the  executioner  j>arted  them 
Hp  the  scaiTold,  she  posaiotifttely  exclaimed,  "  Wretch  !  wnuld 
|ftu  murdor  my  father  1" 

A  few  days  after  tliia  barbarous  execution,  the  Frincess 
Elizabeth  appeared  before  the  rcvotationary  tribunal,  and 
closed  the  list  of  royal  rictims.    The  almost  unearthly  serenity 
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of  her  mitid  through  rvery  sorrow,  her  beaveoly  fktj  . 
calm  lorelioess,  coold  not  soften  the  t jnnta  of  Ynoet. 
from  ambition,  from  intrigue  aad  weaktMea;  ibe  was  i 
even  ia  the  ejes  of  those  who  pronoODoed  her  i 
On  the  night  of  the  9th  of  May  she  was  Mfnnted  Iraai  ha 
niece,  and  scarcely  allowed  time  to  bid  her  £u«wiIL 
tml  bc^aa  &t  an  e^rlj  hoar  on  the  loth.  Tn 
persons  were  tried  with  her ;  unongst  them  va*  lh« 
family  of  Brienne :  with  the  exception  of  the  cai^liail,  «ki^ 
committed  suicide  on  being  arrested.  MadAme  de  'ilaBtmadm 
And  her  son,  and  several  conrtien  and  Indies  of  tlie  aiuUxncr. 
were  iudadcd  in  the  ftct  of  socuntka  anisM  ibdaat 
EUKibeth.  "  She  need  not  compliiin,'  obMtrtd  FiiBqwff 
TinviUe,  aUadlng  to  this  drcamstance ;  "  sarroanded 
faithful  old  noblesse  she  can,  even  aX  the  foot  of  the  i 
still  fuicy  her»elf  at  Versaillea."  Madame  Elixabetli  i 
her  accusers  with  the  calm  dignity  of  bar  duncux. 
aspect  of  death  seemed  to  hare  mode  her  recoine  the  prid* ' 
rank,  which  abe  had  always  discarded  in  li/e.  Od 
asked  her  name,  she  replied,  "  ElizAbcth  of  Franoe,  i 
Louis  XVI.,  and  auut  of  Louis  X\'1L,  ywir  king.""  The 
judge  called  Louis  XYL  a  tyrant.  An  indiguaat  Hush  <ivri- 
spread  the  features  of  the  gentle  princess.  "  If  my  faro(W 
had  been  a  tjruit."  she  replied,  *'  you  woald  not  ba  b«re ;  trt 
should  I  bo  judged  by  you  to-day."  She  beard  her  M&Iem 
without  emotion,  and  serenely  prepared  hi  ' -ath.   0*> 

of  the  young  women  coudeiuoed  with  he;  .<<  ^  ^  .i.g  pcvtridid 
with  a  suitable  covering  for  her  bosom,  Mxlawr  EliaUth 
tore  her  own  fichu  in  two,  her  hai£     Such  was  tkf 

universal  veneration  she  ii    ,  'i;it  wli^n  her  hair  wax 

off,  the  persons  condemned  with  her,  and  CTcn  iJw 
tjooera,  took  and  shared  it  with  one  another,  like  aanto  { 
relic. 

Amongst    those    who  nrcomp.inti><l   the   prinoesB  to    iLt 
Sold  was  the  ^farchiouess  Crusaol  d'Uoet  d'Amboiae; 
tinioto\is  woTivan,  who  could  never  sleep  unla 
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the  eight  of  a  moose  or  a  spider  threw  into  agonies  of  fear. 
But  the  aspect  of  death,  instead  of  terrifying  this  frivolous 
being,  made  her  display  a  singular  amount  of  firmness  and  cour- 
age. In  the  cart  which  led  her  to  execution,  she  only  thought 
of  testifying  to  the  princess  her  respect  and  attachment. 

Madame  Elizabeth,  touched  by  this  attention  in  such  a 
moment,  expressed  to  her  the  regret  she  felt  at  not  being  able 
to  shew  her  sense  of  her  kindness.  "  If  your  royal  highness 
would  condescend  to  kiss  me,"  said  the  marchioness, "  I  should 
think  myself  most  happy."  "Very  willingly,  marquise,"  re- 
plied Madame  Elizabeth,  and  she  embraced  not  only  her  but 
all  the  condemned  ladies,  as  they  passed  her  one  by  one  before 
ascending  the  scaffold.  Her  turn  did  m>t  come  until  twenty- 
four  heads  had  fallen  beneath  the  knife ;  the  executioner  then 
approached  her,  and,  as  her  hands  were  bound,  removed  the 
handkerchief  which  covered  her  bosom.  A  deep  blush  suffused 
the  features  of  the  modest  princess ;  "  In  the  name  of  your 
mother!"  she  said,  with  much  emotion,  "cover  me."  The 
man  silently  obeyed,  and,  without  further  remonstrance,  she 
ascended  the  ladder,  and  submitted  to  her  fate. 

Of  aU  the  victims  of  the  revolution,  Madame  Elizabeth  was 
one  of  the  most  guiltless  :  her  sole  crime  was  the  royal  blood 
which  flowed  in  her  veias,  and  the  devoted  attachment  she 
had  ever  felt  for  her  unhappy  brother. 

As  the  Reign  of  Terror  drew  to  a  close,  it  assumed  a  more 
gloomy  and  fearful  character.  The  law  of  the  22d  of  Prairial 
denied  defenders  to  the  accused,  and  authorised  the  juty  to 
convict  without  evidence;  the  prisoners  w^ere  treated  with 
increased  rigour  :  kind-hearted  turnkeys  were  supplanted  by 
men  who  had  served  as  igorgeurs  in  the  provinces ;  captives 
were  transferred  from  one  prison  to  another,  in  order  to  break 
whatever  social  ties  they  might  have  formed ;  they  were  no 
longer  allowed  to  procure  their  own  food,  but  were  reduced 
to  one  wretched  meal  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  This  repast, 
taken  in  common,  was  called  the  gamelle.  Even  the  mode  in 
which  they  were  summoned  to  death  invested  their  fate  with 
new  terrors. 
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Tlte  sight  of  so  many  victims  daily  convejred  {ram  the 
nus  prisons  of  Paris  to  tLat  last  fstad  ooe — the  Cuaderg«n«— ' 
at  length  niiaed  pitj  in  the  hearts  of  the  pnujile.  th  aruid 
thiit,  the  hour  of  removal  vas  changed.  The  tnaifHag  ^ 
hnrsea,  and  the  heavy  rolling  wfaeela  of  ibe  long,  extrmA  ettu, 
destined  to  convey  them  away,  now  roused  the  piiniMB  at 
d(?nd  of  night  They  atrokii  with  a  start,  aud  lirtwvwl  «itk 
bumting  hearts  to  the  harsh  voices  of  the  torakeya^  *>v4y 
resounding  thr»3ugh  every  gallery  and  f  •  tbcysaa- 

raoned  the  demoted  ones  to  rise  for  their  ^  nisy.  Hat- 
bands were  thus  trim  from  their  wives,  mntbers  from  tkdr 
children,  without  the  indulgence  of  a  last  farewelL  A  hvndnd 
and  micty-uine  prisoners  were  taken  away  in  on*  night  frsa 
the  Lnxembourg  alone.  It  was  not  anlil  the  moomfn)  pn>' 
cession  had  left,  until  the  gloomy  priaon  bad  onc«  more  rakpMd 
into  silence,  that  the  surviving  prisoners  felt,  with  a  Kf^  << 
relief,  they  had  yet  another  day  to  live. 

The  introduction  of  spies  amongst  them  conipIetodthcBiMaj 
of  the  prisoners.  An  nnsuccessful  attempt  which  Lucile  IW 
moulins  had  made  to  efTect  the  Uhemtion  of  h«r 
was  taken  as  the  piroof  of  a  vaJit  conspiracy  existing 
the  republic  in  all  the  pri^tina  Informetfl,  technicailj  oDed 
moutons,  were  commissioned  to  detect  thja  suiipoMd  flok,  and 
nmke  up  lists  of  victims.  Whenever  Fooqnier  Tinvillo  «ant«d 
what  he  termed  a  "  new  batch,"  a  ctjiwpiracy  was  taTvalMi, 
The  presence  of  these  spies,  who  were  soon  known  by  tfcor 
iasolence,  checked  that  freedom  of  intercourse  the  priMOCCi 
had  hitherto  enjoyed.  Amoaements  were  aband 
giuety  was  gone  ;  the  prisoners  walked  about  tluiir  abti 
careworn  asjiect  and  looks  of  silent  horror.  They 
waited  for  the  pfipers,  to  read  with  avidity,  not  tho 
which  the  busy  world  might  care, — with  these  they  faad  detw, 
— but  the  long  daily  list  of  the  gaillotioed.  Tlieir  fate  wbao 
they  were  transferred  to  tho  Condergerie  for  cundemnatk* 
^was  more  gloomy  still.     They  were  thcri   '  i  infectitni 

DgcoDS,  «lill  ataiticA  wvOo.  vJna  U.wid.  sK- ,  ._  ^s;  iiiiiMii'rsi 
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of  which  had  remained  nnpaved  since  the  stones  were  taken 
np  for  the  murdered  dead  to  be  bnried  on  the  spot  where  they 
luui  fidlen.  Towards  three  in  the  afternoon,  the  long  proccs- 
don  of  the  condemned  descended  from  the  tribunal,  and 
passed,  with  a  firm  step  and  sedate  bearing,  beneath  a  long 
gloomy  Tanlt,  on  either  side  of  which  stood  rows  of  their  fel- 
low-prisoners, watohing  them  with  eager  and  morbid  interest. 
Thirty-five  members  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  thirty-two 
fivmers-general,  and  twenty-five  merchants  of  Sedan,  passed 
beneath  that  vault  on  their  way  to  the  scaffold.  Seventy 
victims  were  sent  to  death  at  once,  under  the  pretence  that 
they  were  all  implicated  in  the  imaginary  conspiracy  of  C(ScUe 
Renand.  This  young  ^rl  called  one  morning  on  Robespierre, 
and  asked  to  see  him';  his  landlady  thought  her  manner  sus- 
picions ;  she  caused  her  to  be  arrested,  and  a  small  knife  was 
found  in  the  basket  she  carried  on  her  arm  :  she  said  that  her 
object  in  asking  to  see  Kobespierre  "  was  to  see  the  shape  of 
a  tyrant"  The  knife  found  on  her,  and  this  reply,  were  taken 
as  proofs  of  her  design  to  assassinate  the  Dictator.  Her  parents, 
her  brothers,  old  M.  de  Sombreuil,  the  family  of  Sainto  Ama- 
nmthe,  and  other  individuals,  sixty-nine  in  all,  were  involved  in 
her  ruin.  Madame  de  Sainto  Amaranthe  was  a  witty  and 
beautiful  royalist  lady,  whose  daughter,  more  beautiful  still, 
married  M.  de  Sartines.  They  had  passed  safely  through  the 
worst  part  of  the  Reign  of  Terror,  gathering  around  them  what- 
ever was  left  of  the  once  brilliant  Parisian  world  of  fashion. 
The  advice  of  a  friend,  and  their  own  inclination,  led  them  to 
court  the  intimacy  of  Robespierre,  and  to  become  initiated  iu 
the  mystic  sect  of  Catherine  Th6os ;  which,  from  his  manifest 
leaning  towards  religious  principles,  he  was  supposed  to 
favour. 

Catherine  Th6os,  "the  mother  of  Qod,"  as  she  called  herself, 
was  a  fanatic  old  woman,  who,  assisted  by  Dom  Qerle,  a  mouk 
of  the  Chartreuse,  attempted  to  found  a  sect,  and  foretold  the 
advent  of  a  new  Messiah.  These  visionaries  and  their  disciples 
entertained  the  most  profound  respect  for  Robespierre. 

The  committee  of  public  safety  had  beheld  with  disgust  the 
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fite  wbich  Robeajiierre  instituted  iu  h"'t 
Being.     Till!  extravagant  d<ictrines  anH  >  .lea  of 

Oithcrliie  Thi5os  gavo  thorn  an  op[.«>rtuuity  oi  covering  hhu 
witli  ridicule.  The  old  fanatic  and  bcr  diwiples  wer« 
torJingly  incarcctutid,  as  aceomplicea  of  Cecile  Rev 
Tvijoin  they  hod  never  seen.  Robespicrie,  who  luul  dispkye 
towards  Madame  de  Sainte  Amarantlic  and  lier  d;iugfatcr  i 
omrteons  wlmiration,  verging  on  friendship,  proteatwi,  bnt  i 
viii«,  Mguinfit  thuir  arrest  They  endiircd  tbc-ir  fate  witi  c 
and  reaignatioa.  One  day  Madame  de  Sauite 
learned,  falsdy  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  that  )L  de  Sorttnei 
had  been  executed  :  going  up  to  her  daughter,  she  said,  "  Voor 
husband  is  no  more ;  we  shall  probably  follow  him  to-motrow 
to  the  scaffold  :  no  tears, — this  ia  no  tli  -    "  rtne«, — m 

must  prepare  to  meet  with  courage  an  fati*." 

dfty  jiossed,  and  they  were  not  sunimoned  to  tbe  tribunal.     At 
eleven  o'clock  on  the  foiloving  night,  an  uaher  entered 
room,  and  told  her  she  vraa  wanted  below.     "  And  are  we  ; 
wanted  too  J '■  anitously  asktd  her  sou  nv  ••■r. 

tainly,"  was  tbe  reply.     They  threw  tbem  to  the  i 

o>f  their  mother,  exclaiming,  in  a  transport  of  joj,  "  Then,  w« 
shall  aU  die  together." 

They  appeared  before  the  tribunal  on  the  roUnwiog  day. 

There  they  saw  M.  de  Snrtiuei^,  who  still  liv«d  ;  Cfidle  RoMid 

and  her  family ;  and  M.  de  Sonibreui!,  sored  io  Tain  by  Ids 

heroic  daughter :  old  Catherine  ThCua  hail  died  in  her  ptfeoD. 

Aftera  mock  trial,  the  seventy  victims  were  condemned.     Tbsy 

were  l««d  to  do.itU  in  the  red   chemise  of  tuunierters.     Thb 

guruient,  int«;nd<.'d  to  disflgurv  the  young  and  lovely  wodmd  thof 

barljartiusly  immolated,  seemed,  as  in  the  case  nf  Chariotle 

Corday,  t»  hpijrhteii  their  beauty.     Exas?)erat«l  at  the  counts 

vsith  which  tb<>y  met  their  fate,  Y"  is  said  to 

Jmvc  ra)iiceivfd  the  infamoua  pn'jrct  •  ^      ..ire  tietiau 

^M|  bled,  and  consequently  weakened  before  exeeatidn.     1S^| 

^^^■M  Devcr  carried  into  efTcet  this  fcal^B 

^^^BpBf  nxbeen  ivmx^  ut  Caac^v  .otiasd  U^ 
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er  even  had  an  opportnnity  of  seeing.  A  kind  subterfuge 
the  municipal  authurities  of  Compilgne  had  led  them  to 
1,  unconsciously,  their  adherence  to  the  constitutional  oath, 
learning  this,  the  nuns  wrote  and  signed  a  solemn  retracta- 
i  of  what  they  considered  a  virtual  apostasy.  They  were  im- 
loned,  transferred  to  Paris,  and  placed  in  the  Conciergerie 
trial  At  the  bar  of  the  tribunal  their  superior  generously 
.eavoured  to  save  her  sisters  by  taking  on  herself  the  sole 
sensibility  of  their  acts ;  but  both  the  nuns  and  the  judges 
laimed  against  this  course.  The  victims  heard  their  con- 
ination  with  serenity  and  joy.  On  the  preceding  day  one 
them.  Mademoiselle  de  Crosy,  had  composed  a  parody  of 
Marseillaise,  in  five  verses,  of  which  this  is  the  first : — 

"  LivToiu  noB  coeoTB  4  TaU^greBse, 
Le  jour  de  gloiie  est  airir^- 
Loin  de  nona  la  moindre  faiUaueJ 
Le  glaive  sanglant  est  levi, 
Fr£parons  nous  i  la  victoire ; 
Sons  les  drapeaux  d'un  Dien  moonlit, 
Que  chacun  marche  en  conqa£raut; 
Conrons  tons  Tolons  i  la  gloire  : 
Banimons  notre  ardeor— 
Noe  corps  sont  an  Seigneur ! 
Moutoos, 
Hontons  i  I'^chafand,  et  Dien  lera  Tainqaemr." 

!y  were  sent  to  the  scaffold  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  of 
f.  In  the  cart  where  they  sat  together  they  repeated  the 
yers  for  the  dying,  and  sang  the  Te  Deum  Laudamut, 
rd  only  in  the  solemn  festivals  of  the  Church.  The  long 
tte  robes  and  veils  of  their  order,  their  calm  bearing  and 
:«d  hymns,  their  years,  varying  from  blooming  youth  to 
y  old  age,  their  resignation  and  innocence,  created  a  deep 
ing  of  compassion  in  the  crowd.  No  cries,  no  hootings 
I  upon  their  path :  a  silence  deep  ai?d  mournful  accom- 
lied  them  to  the  guillotine.  At  the  foot  of  the  scafibld  the 
is  all  repeated,  in  a  loud  clear  tone,  the  vows  for  which 
y  were  going  to  die.  They  then  began  the  hymn  to  the 
ly  Ghost —  Veni,  Creator.  Their  superior  had  asked  to  die 
;,  and  the  nuns  passed  before  her  as  they  ascended  the 


462 


WOMAS  IS  FEASrc 


Luliler,  still  singing  the  solema  strain  ;  w}iioh  vrx»  itimmei 
but  not  mternipted,  with  every  &11  of   the  kni/c.     \Vlica' 
fifteen  heads  were  low,  the  aged  •nperior  d«tivcT><J  turnif 
nrer  to  tlie  executioner,  and  perished  with  the  wanii  of  pcuK 
and  joy  still  on  licr  lifw. 

Eight  nuns  oonfiniMl  iu  Port-Royal  gft««  up  life  ia  Uit  mat 
heroic  spirit  They  were  accuaed  of  baving.  in  ^te  dt  t^ 
prohibitiuQs  to  the  contrary,  condnaed  to  lemi  •  ooanofhul 
lifu.  "  IS  your  laws,"  they  replied,  "  forbid  ■"1Hfl'<f.  bind- 
ahJp,  pniyer,  and  deeds  of  charity,  we  cuBfm  that  «c  hm» , 
broken  them."  The  president  called  Litem  f^nw*ifw 
ualica,"  they  answered,  "  are  those  that  kill.  \V«  pray  fort 
enemies."  The  president  at  firi!t  iitily  tiirentened  t 
dcpturtation,  and  anked  them  where  they  woald  Dks  U  ft. 
They  said  that  they  knew  no  country  so  unhappy  ■ 
none  which  so  much  needed  their  prayero,  aud  all  the  < 
lalion  it  was  in  their  power  to  give.  "  When  people 
lifW,  it  ia  to  die,"  he  significunUy  replied.  "  Tli*n  !rt 
die,"  was  their  unmoved  answer.     The  inter: 

a  mere  matter  of  form,  speediiy  concluded  wiU.  . > .; 

nation  anU  death. 

iSnch  instances  of  calm  bcroi)«m,  huwever  odmiinbSe  tlujr 
might  be,  had  ceased  to  astonisL  The  mere  cudusanee  uf 
death  waa  nothing :  so  great  had  the  disregard  of  life  becoow, 
that  many  women  cried  out  "Vive  le  FU^i  I"  merely  to  be  i4cat  tu 
the  guiUiitiue,  They  found  death  preferable  t<)  the  tivtnre  <il 
lUing  til  a  land  daily  stauied  with  the  criiues  of  the  eri]  and 
the  blood  of  the  jusL  The  Polish  Princess  of  Labotainloi, 
the  friend  of  the  Oirondiats,  seized  with  horror  at  the  scenes 
she  witnessed  iu  her  prison,  wrote  to  Fouquier  TinviUe  to  mk 
for  death.  It  is  needless  to  say  the  nsjiicst  was  ipeedily 
granted.  If  fortitude  in  the  last  hours  of  life  be  a  claim  to 
finie,  the  sa^TAi  and  heroes  who  immortalised  the  past  mi^i 
well  have  envied  the  deaths  of  the  most  humble  victime  irhn 
pfrislied  then.  Composed  auid  serene  anddst  t 
iie  crowd,  llwj  wemeA  \jo  tc^-flL^te  life  as  lui  v. 

,  wlulsl  yet  bXoxi^ng  ^^  >^  ^?GX«lia!jul  lA  <ixrai,-{,>KgaBaais>;^ 
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they  already  appeared  environed  with  the  calm  sanctity  of 
death. 

Traits  of  touching  and  sublime  devotedness,  of  saperhuman 
courage  inspired  by  love,  illostrate  the  histoiy  of  woman  in 
the  prisons  of  the  terror.  Many  women,  like  the  attendant 
al  Madame  de  Narbonne,  asked  to  perish  with  the  mistresses 
whose  captivity  they  had  willingly  shared.  Many,  when  they 
^>peared  before  the  tribunal,  forgot  their  own  fate  in  that  of 
some  beloved  friend.  Reckless  of  herself  the  Marchioness  of 
Armentidres  defended  and  justified  her  friend  the  Princess  of 
Chimay,  with  courageous  though  unavailing  eloquence.  Never 
was  conjugal  affection  more  touchingly  displayed  than  at  the 
dose  of  that  age  of  immorality.  The  ex-minister  Clavicre, 
implicated  in  the  ruin  of  the  Girondists,  committed  suicide  in 
the  Condergerie.  His  wife,  on  learning  his  fate,  swallowed  a 
slow  poison,  settled  her  afiairs,  and  parted  from  her  children, 
with  a  composure  and  resolve  which  the  prayers  and  lamenta- 
tions of  those  around  her  could  not  disturb.  "  I  am  going  t<> 
join  him,"  was  her  sole  thought :  a  thought  which  changed 
into  joy  the  bitterness  of  death.  The  young  and  beautiful 
Madame  de  Laveigne,  holding  her  child  in  her  arms,  accom- 
panied her  aged  and  infirm  husband  to  the  tribunal,  in  the 
vain  hope  of  softening  the  judges.  On  hearing  him  con- 
demned, she  rose  from  her  seat,  and  cried  out,  "  Vive  le  Roi !" 
This  was  death,  and  she  knew  it  welL  The  feelings  of  the 
wife  prevailed,  for  a  moment  only,  over  those  of  the  mother. 
"  Is  there  a  mother  here,"  she  asked,  turning  round,  "  who 
will  take  care  of  my  poor  child  1"  "I  will,"  replied  a  woman 
of  the  people.  She  stepped  forward  and  took  the  child  from 
its  modier's  arms.  Madame  de  Lavergne,  condemned  without 
trial,  was  sent  to  the  scaffold  with  her  husband.  Frequent 
executions  had  not,  at  that  time,  blunted  the  sensibilities  of 
the  crowd,  and  many  voices  cried  out  on  her  passage,  "  Why 
is  this  ?  She  has  not  deserved  death  !"  "  Friends,  it  was  my 
fault,"  answered  Madame  de  Laveigne  from  the  cart ;  "  I  would 
die  with  my  husband"  Mademoiselle  Gattey,  on  hearing  her 
brother  condemned  also  cried  out,  "  Vive  le  Roi !"  in  order  to 
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be  sent  to  deidh  with  hita ;    but  the  judges,  onvilGof 
gratify  lier,  did  uut  proiiouncQ  lar  condtiiiiiiAUoii  until 
following  day. 

When  old  Marshal  do  Mouchy  waa  appreluoded, 
eahuly  tmid,  "  Siuce  tny  husband  is  arrested,  I  am  wrrMted  i 
He  wtia  soon  sumiiioneJ  befure  the  tribanaL     '•  M& 
iic  to  ItiT,  "  it  13  tho  vein  of  God  ;  yoa  are  &  Cliristtan  ' 
I  }ieed  say  no  more."     Bhe  persiuttid  in  accomiianywg 
"  If  her  husband  mivst  appear,"  she  observed,  '•  thiea  ah»  i 
apjipar  bkewitie."     The  aged  pair  stood  together  at  tha 
the  marshal  aione  was  condemned.      But  wbea  the  poUk 
accuser  made  her  remark  this,  Madame  de  Muacby  frpliad 
an  uimioTed  t'one,  *'  Since  my  hiiaband  m  cuodcmned,  then  . 
am  condemned  also,"  and  she  entered  the  cart,  and  > 
the  ^scaffold  with  him  ;  faithful  even  uutu  death. 

The  young  and  handsome  Mivdame  de  BuiA-B^tenger  bad 
conntgeoualy  remained  iu   France,  whilst  her  huabaod  cra^ 
grated.     She  hoped,  by  not  leaving  the  country,  to  ptcaecn 
her  property  to  her  family.     She  lival  in  great  rctirenat« 
and  remained  for  a  long  time  ignorant  of  M,  de  h6nofa'» 
£ite.     Orders  were  at  length  issued  fur  her  appnbciMna. 
Thf  gentlarmea  who  come  to  arrest  her  prudueed  their  war- 
rant, authoriaiug  them  to  isoize  on  tlie  person  of  '•  iomm«  !)• 
Bois-Bfirengcr,  widow  of  Dc  Bois-BCreuger,  executed  f<>T  oou- 
spiracy."     Seized  with  sudden  horror,  the  unhappy  wumaa 
Rank  down  in  a  swoon  at  their  feet     Wbcti  sho  recowBd,  it 
was  to  utter  a  jiassionate  j)rote3t  of  rtiyalism.     She  wtui  takca 
to  the  Conciergerie,  where  uhe  found  her  father,  M.  dc  MoleM^g 
her  mother  and  her  eister.     Tho  piety,  resigned  sweetiMMa^f 
temper,  and  beauty  of  these  two  amiable  sistera,  nude  009  ^M 
their  fellow-piisoueni  compare  them  to  "  angela  rasdy  to  '*t^| 
their  flight  for  hcavciL"      Madame  de  Bfrenger  beoMne  tbi 
nurse  of  all  the  eiek  womeit  in  the  Conciergerie,     Uer  fat^B 
fell  ill,  and  partly  owed  his  recovery  to  her  derotcd  cara.    ^^| 
^^ef    tiisk  wa%  however,   to   Bu.stuin  \radame  de  Maleia|!H 
^pooping  coura'^e.    '^V  vluW^v^  Hiuutan  lookod  on  her  tvC 


MjVDAME  DE  BERENGEIt. 


463 


not  fur  her  own  fate,  seemed  to  biive  taken  excluaive  {lossesaion 
of  liL>r  souL     It  was  Madame  de  II6i-t:uger  who  wntcliud  uvcr 
Ler  with  mnteraal  solicitude,  who  deprived  herself  of  food  in 
order  tL-it  she  might  not  watit,  and  who  anrrounded  her  with 
that  tcmlcmesa  of  iuve  which  the  devoted  mother  bestowa 
upon  her  child.     The  whule  fntuily  wer«  eummoned  to  thft^ 
tribunal  on  the  same  dny.    Sladaine  de  Bcrenger  was  not  at  first  * 
inclwdcd  in  the  act  of  accusation  ;  she  wrung  her  hands  and 
:>t  bitterly  at  tht  proajicft  of  life.     When  her  own  act  of 
sation  came,  she  received  it  with  transports  of  joy.     M. 
de  MaluKay  calmly  heard  the  sentence  which  sent  them  to 
death.      M.'wlenioiiiclle  dc  Ma!es»y,  tuniing  towards  him,  ioi-m 
gcnuously  observed  :  "  My  kind  fatlier,  I  shall  keep  so  cloaof 
Ui  you,  who  arc  so  honest  .■^nd  ao  good,  that  for  your  sake  Qod 
will  receive  nic,  notwithstanding  all  my  siiia."     Madntnc  do 
]itales.iv  bamt  into  tears.     "  He  of  good  cheer,"  said  Madiime 
! ,  embracing  her  ;  "  we  shall  all  die  tojicthcr.     You 
lilt  regret;  yonr  fiunily  accompanies  you,  aud  your 
virtueti  will  soon  be  rewarded  in  the  sojourn  of  innocence  and 
I)cace."     As  she  returned  with  her  mother,  whom  she  itua 
tfiiderly  tiuiiiHjiling,  from  the  tribunal,  Madame  de  B^rongepV 
cJ,  in  the  giiUcry  where  other  prisoners  awaited  the 

.,.^ut  of  uppeariny  before  the  judgcsi,  an  old  man  who  wept 

Iritlerly.  "What!"  said  ahe,  going  up  to  him,  "your  are  a 
lud  you  wrt'p!"  Sliauied  by  her  arguments,  and  her 
V,  he  proniLwd  to  Hccept  death  in  a  metro  becoming 
■bit  On  reaching  the  room  where  the  toilette  of  the  con- 
^pnncd  tfKik  place,  Madame  de  Berengur  cnt  oif  the  luiir  ui 
Kr  parents  and  thftt  of  her  sister,  nnd  then  rcque-stcd  them 
B  perform  the  same  last  otliee  for  her.  She  su()portcd  and 
^■isolcd  her  mother  to  the  laat  "  De  of  gwid  cheer,"  ahe  re- 
^Med ;  "  wo  aU  die  together.* 

^KAnother    lady    named    M,tthimo    MiJcstty   equally  distin- 
^pithed  iicrdclf  by  her  filiid  jiicty.     Her  mother,  Madame  dc 
Hcbatieauiuiit^re,  wa.t  impriaoued  in  Siiint-Lazare  for  liavuigj 
^BCi»iled  a  proscribed  man.      Maihtmo  Maiesny  wtih  then  K^ 
^HtiTO  io  one  of  the  proviucial  prisous.    ^oV«S!i2u[^a.\^i^<t, 
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her  Advanced  stage  of  pregiituicy,  she  ima>cdiately  vkcd  tii 
transferred  to  Paris.  Tli*.«  nxjuest  wai  gnujled.  But 
ailia  a.  long  joamejr,  the  devoted  duushtcr  reached 
Lmnre,  ahc  found  that  ehe  could  not  fsee  her  motlicr,  who  kad 
been  placed  in  secret  con&ueiu«Dt  Despair  a7ectiMl  her  re» 
aotL  She  eat  for  houn  on  the  floor  near  the  sput  wbm' 
Madame  Lacbabeauasidre  was  confined,  r>  tmojaeinvij. 

"  Jty  mother;  my  unhappy  mother!"     '■  ..iudini;  hti 

insuiiiity,  she  neglected  no  means  of  oddiog  to  her  anthcr't 
cuiufort  The  nieaU  of  prisoners  in  secret  coBfioemeiit  wete 
ufteu  furgotteu  by  the  gaolers,  she  acoirdinglj  licprivad  btr- 
eelf  ul  her  own  food,  in  order  to  have  it  oonve^ed  to  >f'^»nt» 
dc  Lnchabeausa^re ;  and  from  this  task  of  filial  lam 
threats,  refwials,  and  insulta  of  the  gaul«rs,  mold  oertr 
her.  These  two  intereating  women  giirvivod  the  Bd^ 
Terror,  and  Madame  Ma)«tdsy  subatfiucntly  recoTisnd 
teaaon. 

Love  found  not  less  duvoted  martyrs  than  filial  or  ooajagd 
aflectioii.  M.  U»yer  and  Madame  C  conceived  a  posuoait* 
attachment  for  one  imotlier  m  the  Concicrgcrie.  Boyer  waa 
one  <!iij  called  before  the  triliuiial  ;  every  look  became  ii»«l 
ou  his  mistress ;  she  seemed  calm,  and  nicrcty  went  up  to 
room  to  write  a  letter,  A  friend  intercejited  the  miseiw; 
was  addressed  to  Fouqnicr  Tinvillc,  and  cout^iined  a  fi 
confession  of  royalism.  Not  receiving  any  rcpty  to  thia 
she  wrote  another.  "  I  know  all,"  «iid  siie  to  thr  fricndi 
concealed  the  papers  from  her.  Seeing  her  courage,  they 
vealcd  the  truth  to  her.  M.  Royer  luid  been  tried  aod 
cuted.  The  whole  of  that  day  and  the  following  night 
apent  in  her  cell  weeping  alone,  tuul  rending  ovct  the  lettos 
she  had  formerly  received  frtitn  hor  lover.  When 
came,  ahe  placed  them  near  her  heart,  and  attirrd 
gTcit  elegance.  She  wax  at  breakftst  wiP 
kjvhcn   the  bell  which  nnniuitieed  the  ;r 

ies,  v<ho  daily  read  the  liata  of  death,  rmg   If 

vaVa^  iox  tnci"  «^it  \w5\xi.Vi  cxclainicd.     *•  Fi 
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hair,  divided  it  amongst  the  piisonere,  gave  a  few  articles  of 
jeweky  to  die  women  present,  and  proceeded  to  the  tribunal 
with  a  light  and  happy  step.  When  Fouquier  Tinville  aaked 
her  if  she  were  the  author  of  the  letter  he  had  received : 
"Yes,  monster!"  she  passionately  replied.  On  reaching  the 
scaffold,  she  merely  exclaimed,  "  It  is  here  that  he  perished," 
and  joyously  delivered  herself  over  to  the  executioner. 

The  beautiful  Princess  of  Monaco,  the  friend  of  Madame 
Necker  and  of  the  Countess  Am61ie,  was  one  of  the  last 
victims  of  this  reign  of  blood.  When  the  agents  of  the 
terrorists  came  to  arrest  her,  she  succeeded  in  effecting  her 
escape,  and  in  finding  a  refiige  in  the  house  of  a  friend  ;  but 
the  dread  of  compromising  her  generous  hostess  induced  her 
to  leave  this  asylum.  She  was  soon  recaptured  and  thrown 
into  prison.  On  being  condemned  by  the  tribunal  she  de- 
clared herself  pregnant,  in  order  to  prolong  her  life ;  a  sub- 
terfuge often  resorted  to  by  women  similarly  circumstanced. 
On  the  following  day,  however,  she  blushed  at  the  untruth 
she  had  told,  and  wrote  to  Fouquier  Tinville  to  disavow  it 
She  prepared  for  death  with  great  calmness,  cut'  her  hair  off 
with  a  piece  of  broken  glass,  and  asked  her  femme  de  chambre 
for  some  rouge,  "  in  order,"  as  she  said,  "  that  if  she  should 
turn  pale  no  one  might  see  it."  As  the  princess  passed  in 
the  court  of  the  prison,  she  said  to  the  prisoners  whom  she 
saw  there,  "  I  go  to  death  with  the  calmness  of  innocence,  and 
wish  you,  from  my  soul,  a  better  fiite."  She  delivered  a 
packet  containing  her  hair  to  one  of  the  turnkeys,  beseeching 
him,  in  the  most  earuest  manner,  to  deliver  it  to  her  children. 
One  of  the  women  condemned  to  die  with  her  betrayed  the 
greatest  grie£  The  princess  spent  her  last  moments  in  en- 
deavouring to  console  her.  "  Take  courage,  my  dear  friend," 
said  she  to  her,  "  it  is  the  guilty  alone  who  ought  to  fear." 
She  perished  on  the  8th  of  Thermidor.  On  the  9th,  the  Beigu 
of  Terror  ceased. 

For  some  time  previously  to  this  memorable  event,  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  fear  and  anxiety  had  pervaded  the  prisons 
of  Paris.    'Hie  eleven  thousand  prisonen  con^dendtk^k  l^.'u^ 
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as  inevitable.     Every  dny  new  victims  wefo  aiatdMd 
their  Ttmks ;  every  day  tbey  beanl  in  the  atrada  tlie  hag  1 
of  the   guillotined.      The   life  they  led  wss  to 
wretched  that  they  learned  to  look  upon  ita  dust 
lug.     It  was  not,  therefore,  de*th  itself  thry  f(«rtd.  1 
luttimer  in  vhicb  death  might  come.    Siitister  words  hid  I 
uttered  by  the  tenwrista.     "  We  must  have  aa  eod," 
"  The  prisons  most  be  clewted,"  obaerved  Henriot,  in  Ui«  ooort 
of  the  Luxembourg.     From  prison  to  prison  there  tpread  * 
nimuur  that  the  massacres  of  September  were  soon  to  b*  n- 
ui^wed.     The  prisoners  had  become  reconciled  tu  the  gtuUft- 
tine ;  bnt  the  idea  of  the  death  struggle  betwoea  them  «nS 
their  murderers  filled  them  with  nnccmquemble  hotrur.    Ito 
were  no  longer  allowed  to  see  the  {lapers  ;  they  knew  ootloM 
therefore  of  the  secret  quarrel  between  Robe«pierra  and  III 
committees  be  had  goTenied  so  long.     On  the  momii^  ''41 
llth,  the  tocain  began  to  ring ;  tlio  gaiilers  Itxvkcd  (Urk  ofl 
threatening,  mid  took  away  all  knives  and  iuatnuaaiaU  M 
defence  from  their  (irisoneis.     Thus  hod  the  muMCrw  fl 
Septt-mber  begun.     Confident  that  they  were  giiiug  to  peri^l 
the  prisoners  resigned  themselves  to  their  fate.     Dating  ^M 
whulo  of  the  day  the  drum  contioned  to  beut,  .-uid  the  to^H 
tr>  till.     These  stiunda  seemed  more  terrific  still  in  th«  hniftfl 
ftUetice  of  the  prisons.     The  women  had  gathered  tagetiwfl 
kneel  in  ferreut  prayer ;  priests  gave  their  last  benedictim  H 
their  couijuinions,  and,  as  a  wonting  of  tlieir  appmoctung  Utfl 
prisoners  reiieated  to  one  another :  "  Friends,  we  are  now  iS 
ninety  years  old."     At  five  in  the  afternoon  the  tumult  in  ^d 
streeu  and  the  terror  of  tlie  pn^toners  reached  their  heifjH 
That  some  terrific  stmgi;lc  w.-vs  then  going  ■>□,  and  th»t  ifl 
result  of  that  struggle  would  be  life  or  death  for  thum,  tilQ 
knew.    The  deent  agnixiet  Bobe«pierie,  Oontboo,  and  Saiat- 
.lust,  was  shouted  in  the  etreeta  ;  the  distant  n^aa  of  thfl 
rolatives  and  frienda  filled  the  captives  with  aatooiahiiMat  ifl 
nnceitainty.    Was  this  but  a  change  of  tyrants,  or  wu«  llH 
to  bojie  li\de«id1  S 

At  kngtb  miasove*  wii  \wjwa  te«si  ^w^iiassa.,  -sya^nj 
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from  the  gaolers  at  their  weight  in  gold,  told  the  whole 
truth.  Sobespierre  had  fallen !  the  Reign  of  Terror  had 
ceased !  A  delirious  joy  seized  on  the  prisonera  They  wept 
convalsively,  and  embraced  one  another  with  transport ;  they 
moomed  for  the  dead ;  they  returned  thanks  to  God.  A 
deliverance  so  unexpected,  so  miraculous,  seemed  incredible. 
But  yesterday  they  were  doomed;  to-day  they  were  saved. 
They  eagerly  asked  for  details.  How,  through  whom  had  this 
been  done  1  Many  rumours  were  afloat — one  prevailed  over 
the  rest,  "  A  woman,"  they  were  told,  "  a  defenceless  prisoner 
like  themselves,  but  strong  in  the  indomitable  courage  of  a 
generous  heart,  had  from  her  dungeon  overthrown  the  tyrant." 
If  there  was  exaggeration  in  this  rumour,  there  was  also  much 
truth :  the  surpassing  beauty  and  the  heroism  of  Theresa 
Cabarrus  mainly  contributed  to  the  fall  of  Robespierre.  He 
fell;  and  with  him  passed  away,  not  merely  the  Reign  of 
Tenor,  but  also  the  dream  of  republican  freedom  and  great- 
ness which  France  had  indulged  in  at  the  cost  of  so  many 
guiltless  Uvea, 
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Fast  asd  actvai  state  'ir  .■*LM-'irrT — UADjja  at  i 


Is  almost  AUtiiecoasptncieBoaicconl,  a  woman  vUllwfeaad 
to  here  acted  a  ooDspioMW  part ;  riihpraiitiie  victim  of  vroB^ 
wkkh  t}ie  coo^pirstors  songht  to  nveiigc,  or  as  tite  pna<!ii>$ 
spirit  from  whom  they  derived  their  iuajitntioQ.  Wiincn  du 
not  alw&js  stand  on  the  nde  of  demociaity,  or  of  popular  man- 
mests  :  they  are  esseutbJly  conserratire,  became  < 
is  the  strength  and  safety  of  their  homes ;  Imt  they  i 
tyraata  and  tyniauy  :  less  from  reaaoning  or  ooatietkiB,  tfam 
Enns  a  ferrent  sympathy  with  the  wroiijeml  and  the  (>|i[ai— 1 
Such  women  as  Madame  BoLind,  wbn  luve  freedom  litBftj 
for  its  omi  sake,  and  are  ready  to  sulTer  and  die  for  a  po- 
litical principle,  are  very  rarely  met  with :  fur  uoe  Vk»  ho. 
there  are  a  hondred  like  LucUe  Denapolioa ;  eoongiam 
and  jntying  vomen,  whose  political  principles  are  »»U««  ia 
their  hearts,  and  who  would  isthor  periah  with  tbote  Ik; 
loTB  thaa  bebtdd  cruelty  in  cowardly  silence.  It  i«  this  ftd- 
ing  of  compasnoo,  innate  in  woman's  nature,  that  will  mr 
render  her  dangerous  to  tyrants  and  arbitral  power.  Sh* 
cannot,  if  she  wonid,  remain  lutmored.  She  cannoC  <qpfcMi 
the  indignant  and  paaaon&te  eloqoanee  with  which  pity  mt 
addom  iails  to  inspire  her :  an  eloqneaoe  not  the  loat  iloep  itf 
Iwiirvr  tintivt.'  and  untaught. 

>  erhaps,  the  active  cootpaaaioQ  thaa  maaifaited  I^ 
^cij  .liniig  Ute  Reign  of  Teimr  that  icaderad  tba  <ipfn» 
so  rcleatlen  toww&k  ^Jb«  'vW^le  oC  their  aex ;  as  if  ihtf 
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serous  ami  ouurageoiis  pity  ra.akcd  of  net^essit^r  lunon^t 
tbeir  mort  dangerous  cii>pinienta.  It  was,  indeetl,  a  woman 
vho  first  gnTu  the  signal  of  a  reaction ;  and  otiotliur  voinani 
moro  fortunate  but  not  more  fcnrleaa,  wlioee  euergy  mainly 
contributtti  to  the  fall  of  I    "  r>'. 

Tliia  wouijui,  lite  btaiitifi  i  .  (\ibami*,  in  better  known 

M  Mniloiuc  TnllifU,  whu  died  Princess  of  Chimny.  lIerfAth«r, 
tlie  Count  of  Cabarrus,  van  a  French  ),'enUc'man  cstablijihcd  in 
Spain,  where  he  ninrricd  a  Si«uiisli  Iiwly  i>f  great  beauty.  By 
her  ho  had  jwvcral  cliiiJren  ;  amongst  the  rest  Tlieresa,  wlio 
was  early  ttnitcd  to  a,  French  mnyiatrnto  iitiined  M.  do  Fon- 
tenay.  WhiUl  the  terror  reigned  at  Bordeaux,  this  gentle- 
man, thfn  ll^lcc^ding  to  Spain  with  Ilia  wife,  waa  arrested  and 
thrown  into  i>rtaiin.  Miidiimo  de  Foutenay  reniuiiinl  at  iJor 
dcaux,  in  the  hope  of  effecting  her  husband's  libcralion.  She 
wati  then  very  youii^,  uud  of  Miioh  sur[)asijing  biiauty  tbat 
nuuiy  of  those  who  buhcld  her  for  the  first  time  wore  uimblo 
to  restrain  an  cKctamatiun  of  wonder.     Her  jk  r  r,, 

combine  attractiotw  thi.-  most  opposite.     The  •  ^         ' 

of  bor  figure  and  the  regular  beauty  of  her  Icatnrcs  would 
liaTc  reminded  the  beholder  of  the  i>tire  outlines  of  some  Gre- 
cian statue,  but  for  the  pale  Sgiaiiiiib  comjilnxinn  and  hair, 
eyes  of  intense  darknivjs,  which,  with  the  voluptuous  and 
agoid  grace  that  pcn-aded  all  her  movements,  betrayed  the 
daughter  i>f  a  atiU  more  fervid  suu.  To  the  irreaistiblo  chamt 
iif  tlie  »oulh  she  united  tho  wit  and  elegance  of  the  imrtli 
The  expression  of  her  glance,  of  her  features,  and  cspm-ially  <ir 
'  smile,  ia  described  as  having  bucn  one  of  mingled  kiiidaew 
^Ittid  fiiicxso.  Liive  always  bleridud  in  the  admiration  which 
hhe  elicited.;  and,  Uke  all  women  whose  beauty  is  uot  that  ut 
form  alone,  it  w.-is  her  dcsUiiy  U^  inspire  passions  m  (ktal  as 
they  were  fervent. 

It  was  at  Bordeaux  that  Tallien  first  beheld  Madame  de 
Fontcnay.  Ho  was  then  jH;r8eeuting  the  Oirondiata  in  their 
iiatire  provinc**,  and  fulfilling  tlui  stem  order*  of  the  Conven- 
liott.  Tallic-n  was  not  naturaUy  cruel — few  arc  ;  but  ho 
wm*  void  of  ail  principle,  and  bad  \<A\iuV&ni'j  ^ux^c^  \^«.  \v^ 
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■pntMBhiliry  of  tbe  dccda  of  Septmber,  kn^ 
tknaiy  «xmml  He  do  soooar  beMd  the  lovc^  Dobb*  Tka^-^ 
«n  tlBm  Iw  beeuM  poanaaately  «aauoarML  B« ' 
iMiiihnin^,  and  tU-ponreiM :  Modwiie  de  ToBataaj  wm  bd 
•Boagfa  tn  Kcccjit  his  binai^Q.  Her  hvAaad  ms  BtwfMit 
aad  bvoond  in  kb  ntnaX  to  S|«ia.  Tkcnak  — *~i-r'  W- 
kind,  pwcorwt  a  iltroro*^  ud  when  tfae  ifae*  of  tine  eactei 
bf  tlw  Fruich  hm  had  dapMsd  nuimrd  TaUien.  Tat*  UtUr 
•VMkt  did  oot,  how«rer.  Uke  place  until  aft«r  the  9Ui  of  T]Hr> 
Budor.  In  the  ueantiaie,  the  beautifiil  Spaniard  raigBad  «ilb 
Lcr  loTer  oner  Benkaux.  Attired  in  a  Gtedaa 
whkk  •nbaneed  iMr  wocMlerful  facaaty,  A»  etai^wWw 
pcared  in  public  vitb  Talliea,  rawlwn^y  kaaiqg 
■bwJdtr.  in  the  attitude  then  ginn  bgr  aflptow  aad  { 
lo  tbe  goddeas  of  liberty. 

Dm  ■IstNS  of  tbe  procnoAil  Miaiand  ■■""■'■  to  lAtm,  ^ 
^  OM  dte  made  of  ber  power,  ibe  aoorM  frooi  vUcfc  ii 
caoML  QeBctQOS  and  coaopaanaoate  by  Batai«.  ebe  bebcU 
withboRortbentgncf  tbegaflk«iBe.  YyU6atg  to  hit  fmOt 
inHmaM,  TalEm  beam*  lean  ctmI  and  nkatkaa.  Etnjin 
his  b«auuful  uuiihuai  aaat^ed  new  rici'uas  fn>in  tbe  aaitald 
Ftoan  tbe  anwent  tbnl  Madame  de  Foottsay  puaaanai  aay 
MBiwre  in  Bocdaanx.  (ev  perished,  vitb  tb«  »Ttap>«nn  d 
tka  Girandaita,  wham  TUIiea  did  not  dare  to  apara  Timt 
mmtettetfy  ^hadfyim  tbe  titj  bat  owndbcr  tbe  lift  of  eae 
o£  im  BMBbenL  Vrbm  qwiitiMna  vbkb  be  vuold  ant  m 
coald  Bol  fcebwiweee  to  take  placa,  TblBan  ttntvJfy  naniialiil 
alt  kaovMge  of  tbc«  Craa  hie  oen  and  pitying  ■fbdnai 
Ba  kaa*  her  power  and  his  own  weakaant  too  wdl  not  to  fear 
yMdini;  tober  taaraaad  gentia  eiitnatit&  A  power  wbicb 
I  new  need  bat  ler  acta  of  ^imntj  and  gw^iaeat  wa*  net 
I  to  be  wnr  avtwtj  rtigwuttaed,  emt  by  tbe 
(Ipwii  v^iicb  her  lonr  nded.  aad  whan;  ia 

-  wee  to  Rifn,  IVra  Cabamts  moa  Nemcd 
i^oiScant  najBo  of  "  Our  La^y  of  Merer ! 
ol  Taffioa  wen  knoara  aad  I 


rt!'      ^ 


JOSEPHINE  D£  BEAUHABNAIS.  473 

his  name,  was  tlurown  into  the  prison  of  the  Cannes,  where  so 
many  priests  had  been  massacred  in  September.  Her  lover 
ootdd  not  succeed  in  procuring  her  liberation :  she  who  had 
&eed  so  many  captives,  and  saved  so  many  victims,  now  pined 
a  prisoner  in-  her  torn,  threatened  with  the  axe  and  the 
scaffold. 

In  her  prison  Madame  Tallien  met  the  pious  and  resigned 
Madame  de  Costine,  the  handsome  and  royalist  Duchess  of 
Aiguillon,  and  the  lovely  Creole,  Josephine  de  Beauhamais,  the 
future  empress  of  France :  she  shared  the  apartment  of  the 
two  last-mentioned  ladies.  There  was  but  one  room  and  one 
bed  for  three  women  of  such  different  characters  and  destinies. 
Their  names  may  still  be  found  written  side  by  side  on  the 
walls  of  their  cell,  and  appear  there  with  large  red  stains  of 
blood  left  in  September  1792.  Madame  Tallien  and  the 
Duchess  of  Aiguillon  were,  in  courage  at  least,  kindred  spirits ; 
but  the  weak  and  credulous  Josephine  wept  unceasingly,  and 
spent  the  greatest  portion  of  her  time  in  privately  seeking, 
through  the  aid  of  a  pack  of  cards,  revelations  of  the  future. 
This  was  the  period  of  alarm  in  the  prisons,  when  rumours  of 
a  sew  September  were  rife,  and  terrorists  were  heard  to  regret 
the  insufficiency  of  their  spies,  and  to  dwell  on  the  necessity 
of  "  inoculating  "  the  prisons.  The  prospect  of  perishing  in  a 
midnight  massacre  excited  more  indignation  than  fear  in  the 
heroic  soul  of  Madame  Tallien.  She  felt  herself  reserved  for  a 
higher  destiny  :  she  longed  to  break  at  once  the  chajp  which 
held  her  captive,  and  bound  all  France  in  its  iron  links.  The 
daring  and  generous  thought  of  overthrowing  a  tyrannic  power, 
was  one  well  likely  to  seduce  a  spirit  that  loved  to  dwell  on 
all  that  was  great  and  striking  in  the  eyes  of  mankind.  From 
her  prison  she  energetically  urged  TaUien  to  save  her — to  widen 
the  breach  between  Robespierre  and  the  Committee  of  Public 
Safety,  and  tb  deliver  France  from  the  Reign  of  Terror.  Tallien 
scarcely  needed  her  words  to  urge  him  on  to  prompt  and  de- 
cisive action.  He  was  fully  conscious  of  Theresa's  danger  and 
of  Us  own ;  for  he  belonged  to  the  class  of  men  so  much  hated 
by  the  puritanic  Robespierre,  as  ha^Ang  brou^t  Into  t,li«t  v^sl^k 


V71- 


WOMAN  IN  FBAXrK. 


r£>gimc  all  the  corra(iti<>ii  aud   pruflignry  of  the  old 
racy. 

Tli«  causes  ■winch  pnxlaced  the  9th  of  Tlicrmidor  are  now 
wi'U  IcDowu  :  it  was  a  divbion  among  the  tjrair 
in  favour  of  hiininiiity.  Those  who  overthrow  i 
the  most  relentless  of  the  terrorists :  they  never  tmee  uuniM 
to  check  the  Reign  of  Temnr  itself.  This  thought  maj  have  «■- 
Icrvd  the  geiierouii  heart  of  Madame  Tallien  :  her  lorrr  tboogbt 
only  of  ttic  danger  »h.(^  r»n,  aud  of  his  own  btsad.  Hum  madi 
ill  peril.  I'he  rou.sirtcrattuus  which  iudncod  bia 
act  were  fully  as  selfish. 

lUiliespii-rre    has   been,  and   will  ever  be,   inost 
jmlj^i'd.     He  was  certiinly  a  man  of  strong  princijje,  Inflni' 
sever*',  and  flclf-dcnyin;; :  in  m."iny  resjiects  the  Calvin  uf  the 
Kmiflh  revolutSon,  n}t}>lyiug  to  this  world  stem  iLtgiuu, 
na  tbo  Genoreae  rvfoniior  dealt  out  fur  tho  ocxt.     If  tbe 
generation  of  Fnincti  fnmi  the  sink  of  i: 
Ad  had  fnlleti  ncis  otdy  to  bo  had  at  tli  in 

RobcjiiiTro  waa  willing  tn  pay  tlio  price.  A  det«tic  dcnracaqr 
wax  tht!  ideal  uf  his  exiHlonce  :  he  was  neither  cmel  dot  » 
moral ;  but  he  was  cold,  insonsible,  altniist  paaaioolNa,  ud  a 
|H>litif.tl  |K\lant.  For  thi*  aatiic  rfaaot)  h«  was  uaoonpnnda' 
ing,  rcleutle^s,  and  almost  inaccessible  Xn  the  pitj  tbat  fu 
l^illy  mtn  could  fe«L  Their  uiotivM  wct«  hatred,  tbint 
Mixm),  or  rDven^ ;  his  were  centred  in  tbe  trinmph  v£ 
ayxtem  :  let  that  prevail,  and  be  woaUl  otit  ask  for  i* 
ofbhwdi  Ukdificullt»jadg«aaclidMxac<anfiuriy.  Tbcf 
tm  loo  oftan  vitwed  aa  niB)orwl«e*  tymota,  «r  as  hi^MUMied 
TbtHO  who  saw  only  bia  actious  abhorred  boa  ;  tboM 
'<tiv«a  kfeUMd  RobcspMTTB.  Bolkwcnsinw^ 
-^  pnuM  w)mm  deada  ■Bdwvtdafidl  to  agm; 
l«  hIasMd  luoaMUtioBally  wbcn  U  can  br  «■! 
iu.».  u>  BiotiTW  are  nnfttt  and  bi|^  •  Il4>ba[i{iun» 
tho  aoBt  tB  mnyeA  of  tba  pofitical  men  ot  V* 
i »  mimirMf  xhrnntUatei  by  tbc  pmfiaBHi  ranaik 
'"nuA  m»^«SOl  9W-,  Wa  bcUnraa  tmjlhiag 
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ill   religion,  seek  its  justificstion  by  pleading  anpcr- 
ibtindance  <if  fftitli,  tLe   Jimunn    heart   instiuctively   reTuUs 
?\iiist  diicfrines  thfit  loud  to  sut'li  deeds.     There  are  two 
tecies  nf  fotiatica — tliostc  that  kill  and  those  that  die.     The 
irmcr  ure  uhhoired,  the  latter  are   bles^d   and   litiilcd   &h 
rtyra.     Tlicre  is  in  mir  own  blood,  freely  poured  fi>rth  for 
ith,  a  regenerative  virtue  which  thu  blond  shed  by  our  haud, 
though  in  the  Bamo  holy  tauae,  iinii  never  possess.     Will  po»- 
irity,  for  the  HJike  of  a  politieal  principle,  ever  frrgive  Kobes- 
tlie  deaths  of  hia  best  frieuds — i)f  Camiile  Dcanionliiis 
d  Ilia  wife,  so  reinoreelcssly  abandoned  and  saciificeJ,  lest, 
saving  then],  he  bIiouM  enmpromiae  hia  jxiwer,  and  wiUl 
the  ideal  of  humanity  towanb  which  he  teuded  1 
But,  revolting  as  are  even  his  best  qufditics,  Uobcspicr 
demands  justice;.     Wbj'  throw  iipim  him  the  mile  responsi- 
bility of  the  Reign  of  Terror  I     The  men  who  overthrew  him 
were  more  crnel  and  more. guilty.     They  favoured  atheism  and 
profligacy ;  be  -was  severe  in  his  morals,  and  religiously  iu- 
■'      I      Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  ho  risked  his  popii' 
.isteneU  his  ruin  in  order  to  cheek  the  progress  of  al : 
and  cause  the  recognition  of  the  Supreme  Being  and  the  im- 
rtaljty  of  the  soul.     He  intended  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
ihed.     Daring  the  last  months  of  the  terror,  he  can-ied 
Bccrot  struggle  with  that  fearful  Committee  of  Public 
',  which  provided  Fomjuier  Tinville  with  victims.     For 
ireeks  before  the  9tli  of  Thonuidor,  he  ceased  to  attend, 
jH)S)Wji3  any  intlucnee  over,  its  deliberations  ;   yet  it  was 
during  those  si.v  week.s  that  the  execnttuii.si  were  raoat  active  ; 
that  his  friends  the  Sainte  Amurantlics,  the  sixty-nine  com- 
panions of  CYcile  Renand,  and  thcsijcteeu  nuns  of,Comj)i«^g«f, 
wia*  Bcnt  to  the  scaffijld  ;  that  Collot  d'Herbnts,  one  of  those 
who  Witrked  his  niin,  wnnicd  Fouqnier  Tinville  to  manage  so 

Ethat  a  hnudred  and  fifty  heads  at  least  n>ight  fall  every  day. 
■lien  these  men  perceived  that  it  was  Robespierre's  intention 
■  ancrifiuo  them,  they  hastened  the  criaiH,  and  forestalled  him. 
^e  most  active,  bl^can8c  the  most  in  danger,  was  Tallien. 
There  was  every  motive  to  lead  him  to  ^reci^utate  the  outbreak . 
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hu  oim  stJety  and  thivt  of  the  woman  he  adored.  Fna  1 
prison  where  she  pined,  the  beautiful  TheresB 
her  own  energy  to  her  lover ;  Incessuitly  ui^Dg  him  to  mv- 
throw  Robespierre.  A  few  days  before  the  Sth  of  Thenddwi 
she  found  meang  to  write  and  send  bim  tlie  following  letUr:— 
"  The  administrator  of  police  has  just  left  me :  he  came  to 
annonnce  that  to-morrow  I  go  to  the  tribuual ;  that  is  to  «?, 
to  the  scaffold.  How  different  ia  this  from  the  dieam  I  M 
last  night :  RobeRjiiorre  was  no  mor^,  and  the  pnwuts  wen 
ojMin.  ....  But,  thnnks  to  your  cowardice,  no  one  ia  FnoM 
will  soon  be  found  to  reiUlse  that  dream."  ToUieti  koswend : 
"  Be  »s  prudent  as  I  shall  be  courageous,  and  keep  jooiwtf^ 
calm."  ( 

The  9  th  Therm  id  or  came  :  Robe.spicrr*  was  accost  of  Min- 
ing at  dictatorshi[),  forbidden  to  defend  himself,  outlawed,  snd 
on  the  10th  executed  without  trial  Twenty-two  of  his  fricuds 
accomf»anied  him  to  the  scaffold.      The  curses  of  the  jsiJjJe, 


THE  NUKS  AT  YALENCIEimES.  477 

to  control,  aad  threw  the  whole  odium  of  the  blood  which  had 
been  shed  on  Robespierre  and  his  friends.  'Although  the 
subsequent  history  of  the  revolution  offers  abundant  proof  of 
their  inhumanity,  their  interested  assertions  have  been  too 
readily  believed. 

The  terror  ceased  at  Paris  on  the  fall  of  Bobespierre,  because 
there  public  opinion  prevailed ;  but  its  reign  continued  in  many 
of  the  provinces.  In  the  town  of  Valenciennes  alone  sixty-seven 
victims  perished  for  religious  or  political  motives,  from  the  23d 
of  September  to  the  13th  of  December  1794.  The  religious 
persecutions  which  Bobespierre  had  sought  to  check  were 
resumed  with  unabated  vigour.  Several  nuns  of  Valenciennes 
left  France  in  the  beginning  of  the  revolution,  and  established 
themselves  at  Mons,  eight  leagues  from  the  frontier.  When 
Valenciennes  was  taken  by  the  Austrians,  they  returned  to 
their  native  city.  It  fell  once  mofe  into  the  power  of  the 
French:  the  nuns  imprudently  remained.  They  were  soon 
taken  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and  asked  if  they  had 
ever  emigrated.  They  might  have  escaped,  by  answering  no  : 
but  they  all  preferred  truth  to  life.  On  their  confession  of 
having  left  the  country,  they  were  accordingly  condemned 
and  executed.  Though  thus  imperfectly  displayed  in  the 
provinces,  the  reaction  was  very  strong  in  Paris.  It  mani' 
fested  itself  chiefly  in  the  altered  aspect  of  society. 

Never,  perhaps,  unless  at  the  death  of  Louis  XIV.,  had  the 
French  social  world  undergone  such  transitions  as  those  which 
were  figured  by  the  political  struggle  of  '89,  the  gloomy 
terror,  and  the  disorderly  reaction  of  Thermidor.  According 
to  Madame  de  Stael,  French  society  remained  in  all  its  splen- 
dour from  1788  to  1791.  The  political  discussions,  which  had 
not  yet  been  changed  into  bitter  quarrels  and  heart-burning 
animosities,  gave  this  brilliant  world  an  interest  hitherto 
unknown.  Everything  was  full  of  animation  and  hope.  As 
the  revolution  progressed,  party-spirit  ran  high,  aristocratic 
society  split  into  faction,  and  was  broken  for  ever  by  the  tide 
of  emigration.  Women  had  a  great  share  in  this  important 
and  ill-advised  movement    The  axiatocxatic  \2di«ft,'?i^<&  *«<«>% 
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tbo  most  vehement  phUosophera  and  liberal  in  tluoijf,  tttM 
Lot  eudure  tlie' actual  progress  of  equality  aod  loffi  of  parSegt 
by  which  it  was  accompanied.  They  urged  their  hnabttdj, 
brotljcra,  and  lovere,  to  leave  a  cottntry  which  ao  little  imiet- 
sitood  its  uitercsta  as  to  contemn  its  ancient  nobility.  Wlieii 
their  friends  demurred  and  represented  the  impolicy  of  auk 
a  step,  the  women  sent  them  di^ tafia,  with  the  oontemptooDi 
intimation  that  these  were  the  oidy  arms  fit  for  th«n. 

Stung  by  these  reproaches  the  young  nobles  left  the  iuid  f* 
mamx.  The  women,  little  apprehensive  of  danger,  remained 
ttehind.  Those  who  tarried  too  long  periaked  on  the  sciffoid ; 
lythera,  more  fortunate,  made  their  escape  from  the  coonti^, 
and  filled  the  little  court  of  the  exiled  princes  with  thtir 
intrignea  and  rcpiuings*.  One  old  countces,  addrewing  a  dtd* 
of  nobles,  observed  with  bitter  and  vindictive  trttimpih :  "Mes- 
sieurs, you  richly  deserve  wh^  has  happened  to  yon.  /  fofe- 
told  the  ruin  of  tire  nobility  from  the  moment  I  saw  jm 
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When  the  treason  of  Dumouriez  was  discovered,  he  fled  in 
haste,  accompanied  by  the  prince.  Madame  de  Gknlis  and 
the  young  princes  found  a  refuge  in  Switzerland.  They  were 
after  some  time  compelled  to  separate.  Madame  de  Qenlis 
wandered  alone  over  all  Europe,  persecuted  by  the  emigrated 
royalists,  who  abhorred  her  very  name.  She  returned  to 
France  under  the  consulship  of  Napoleon,  with  a  temper  no 
little  embittered  by  disappointed  ambition;  but  with  her 
intellect  as  active  as  ever.  She  wrote  a  few  novels  highly 
successful  at  the  time ;  well-nigh  forgotten  now. 

The  rule  of  Mesdames  de  Coigny  and  de  Condorcet  proved 
as  transient  Madame  Roland  and  Lucile  Desmoulins  paid 
with  their  blood  their  brief  political  sway.  Mademoiselle 
Caudcille,  a  beautiful  and  accomplished  actress,  closely  con- 
nected with  the  Girondist  leaders,  and  with  Dumouriez. 
escaped  the  general  proscription ;  though  she  was  coarsely,  and 
even  ferociously,  assailed  by  Marat,  iu  his  Ami  da  I'euple, 
But  after,  and  even  before  the  death  of  Lucile  Desmoulins, 
there  was,  properly  speaking,  no  social  world  for  woman  to 
goVem.  Paris  seemed  transformed.  Universal  distrust  checked 
all  freedom  of  intercourse.  No  visits  were  paid  or  received. 
The  theatres  flourished,  and  were  always  full,  precisely  because 
society  was  no  more.  Men  took  refuge  from  the  danger  which 
surrounded  evcty  home,  in  a  place  of  public  resort  where  none 
were  bound  to  siieak.  The  individuals  who  had  belonged  to 
the  elegant  society  of  the  old  regime,  and  who  still  remaine<l 
in  France,  lived  in  a  state  of  perpetual  apprehension.  The 
most  extraordinary  concessions  were  daily  made  to  fear.  The 
once  pretty  Madame  du  Marchais,  now  Madame  d'AngivUlicrs, 
and  advanced  in  years,  resided  at  Versaillea  In  order  not  to  be 
inscribed  on  the  list  of  the  sutpectt,  she  made  a  solemn  offering 
to  the  popular  society  of  Versailles  of  a  splendid  bust  of  Marat 
She  thus  passed  safely  through  the  Reign  of  Terror.  Fear 
often  led  to  compliance  more  degrading  stilL  The  women  of 
Lyons  did  not  blush  to  wear  earrings  and  brooches  made  iu 
the  shape  of  a  guillotine;  little  guillotines  were  given  to 
children  as  toja  to  play  witih.    One  uuuikft  Vn!S^;n!^9Xbi^Nx^\ce!> 
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fervent  admiratioD  for  the  instrument  of  deatk,  offered  to  I 
a  peu^tm  upon  it.  It  was  la  the  toidnt  of  this  muT 
druad,  wlieii  the  names  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  bami  mat 
written  ou  the  doorwn^,  in  order  tbat  the  tyrants  might  koam 
where  to  find  their  victims  ;  when  women  were  pnUidf 
chastised  by  the  poiaaudea  for  refusing  to  weor  the  tricnlor 
cockude,  or  not  iH>yit)g  adoration  to  the  maues  of  ATorat ;  wbcu 
the  kings  and  queens  of  placing  cords  were  e^ced  as  iiaget- 
ous  to  repnblicau  institutions  ;  when  the  J'l&ce  YeodSnie,  i»> 
habited  by  financiers,  was  depopulated,  and  on  er&f  hotd  of 
the  aristocratic  faubourg  8aint'Qeniiaiii  might  be  re«d  tbr 
words  "  National  Property ; "  it  was  then  that  the  peoijle  ware 
ordered  to  rejoice,  and  hold  &  gre&t  fraternal  banquet  in  the 
streets  of  Paris.  Giuly  ornamented  tables  were  spread  out 
before  each  door.  Every  one  brought  down  his  iaxt,  tad 
joined  it  to  that  of  lua  neighbour.  The  most  nncs»f  en- 
deavoured to  look  delighted.     One  young  girl,  weiiritJ  <»f 
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futy  of  their  parent.  TLey  did  so  for  a  long  time  uii- 
spected,  but  they  were  at  length  detected  by  Oenernl  Beui- 
Dnville,  who  reported  their  heroism  to  the  Convention.  Prom 
time  tliey  diatinguished  thetnselves  by  their  daring  valour 
,  aliiivBt  every  engagement  that  took  pliice.  Ffilicitfi,  at  the 
sk  of  her  life,  ciuce  delivered  from  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
young  and  wounded  officer  named  Vanderwalen.  He  bad 
^ecn  her  for  n  few  moments  only ;  but,  filled  w  ith  gratitude 
Aiui  I  ive,  he  looked  fur  her  throughout  all  Germany,  where 
be  had  followed  Dumouriez  in  Uia  flight  He  found  her  at 
a^th  in  Duninark,  married  her,  and  brought  her  to  Brussels, 
where  ahe  lived  with  him  and  her  eisiter.  Theophile  did  not 
marry,  and  diod  young.  "  She  has  left,"  observes  an  eminent 
judt;e  of  such  matters,  "  poems  full  of  mauly  heroism  and 
womanly  feeling,  and  well  worthy  of  accompanying  her  name 
iniraortalily." 

Whilst  women  thus  elied   their  blood  like  men   on   the 
ontiera  of  tiie  Innd,  they  sinight   to   oppose  their  moral 
itucnce  to  the  progrcs.i  of  atheism  within.     This  was  the 
of  the  woraliip  of  the  Goddess  of  Reason.     Beautiful 
DurtcsiUis,  volujituously  iittircd,  were  led  in  triumph  to  the 
iocipal  ehurchea,  platted  ou  the  altara,  and  exposed  to  the 
Bp|)ost)d  adoration  of  the  crowd.     The  women  always  shrank 
»ith  horror  from  these  impious  satunmlio.     It  was  on!y  by 
threats  that  Uliiiuniette  coiUd  induce  Mademoiselle  Muillard, 
the  actress,  to  t;ike  the  part  of  Goddess  of  Eeawu  in  the 
cuthcdraj  cif  Notre  Dame,     llomoro  compelled  his  handsome 
wife  to  receive  the  same  degrading  hoaoura  in  Saint- Sulpice, 
she  is  aiiid  to  have  fainti'd  nway  with  shame.     A  young 
.1  sixtetn  died  with  grief  and  horror  at  tho  impieties  in 
•wliich  she  had  been  compelled  to  p.irticipate.     It  is  not  with- 
out reason  that  the  Church  hiis  bestowed  upon  woman  tlie 
nanre  of  "  the  devout  sex."    There  is  a  faith  in  her  soul,  over 
which   reaaoiiing,  or  the  specious  sophistry  too  often  called 
Buch,  has  no  power.     She  believt's  liecaiaae  it  is  in  her  nature 
to  lotik  up  to  higher  things  than  this  world  can  give ;  and  she 
neither  asks  nor  needs  any  proof  beyond  that  va\i«  «*m.VsN<v 
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tell  her  Utat  God  and  providence  u«  not  idle  word* « 
liuinau  'mTentioiL  This  mofml  Mid  religions  iiiW«»M  «f 
wotuun  considerablj  checked  the  {irogress  of  alham  ad 
matemlism  in  France.  No  inquiaitioii  and  Bo  fatin  oodd 
prevent  religious  mothers  from  rearing  up  tbcdr  childiea  ia  A* 
faith  of  God  and  the  contempt  of  man's  autfaority. 

It  wa3  chiefly  to  the  religious  principles  ha  pwftmed  iktt 
Robespierre  owed  the  little  circle  of  admiring  iromca  vbtaa 
the  atheistic  Hubert  and  Chaumette  ironicallj  Xtaaai  "li* 
derotocs  of   Robespierre."      These    ladies,   wko    wen   cfMi 
rdigioos  royalists,  attached  themaelvea  to  him  with  a  sort  «f 
passioa      Robespierre  liked  the  societjr  nf  iHngKat  roui^ 
He  was  a  maa  of  cultivated  manners,  and  &linu)k  fna  tix 
valgarity  affected  by  the  other  terrorists.     Qe  o&«a  pwnriial 
his  cortdge  of  female  admiren  to  re-est*t>Uah  tneioa  tit  «•- 
adence  and  the  supremacy  of  religiouM  opuiioas.     Tha  fiU  of 
^e  Supreme  Being  was  but  a  cnnsctpicnce  of  his  prinrip^ 
This  sulemo  act  has  been  bliimed  and  ridkuled  ;  K  is  fiffioilt 
to  see  why.     Atheism  had  been  fonnaUy  *n*-iMi'^  i     Tb 
sacred  nante  of  the  Divinity  h»d  been  uopioiu)jr  bbsfJiMaJ 
in  the  churcheij  dedicated  to  His  worship ;  nrhfioliiiBil«n  kai 
even  been  forbidden  to  pronounce  it  haton  thair  pvpil&JhB 
inscription,   "  Death  is  Eternal  Sleep  ! "  had  been  (qd^^H 
over  the   entrance  of  every  cemetery.     KeUttm  oool^vH 
bury  their  dead  with  the   customary  ocntnontea,  bat  *m| 
compelled  to  see  them  thrown  into  the  aaith  with  indnot 
familLtrity  and  haste.    The  fanatinam  which  w«a  dispb^wl  ia 
the  proTnnlgattoD  of  atheism  was  as  ntudenting  as  any  wkkk 
ever  disgmced  thi«  quarrels  of  Christiaii  eecta.     It  ms  thii 
stain  that  Robespierre  wished  to  efiace  Irota.  the  cause  of  tkt 
revolution ;    with  which  it  mnst  not  be  eoDfovndad.     Ha   | 
fite  of  the  "  Etre  Suprc'me  "  exasperated  the  tcrroaiti^  aai 
was  haUed  throughout  France  as  the  cotniag of  m  new  okJ 
The  onintermpted  bloodshed  by  which  it  was  followod  oSmH 
this  imprvsidon.     Few  care  to  know  that  uf  that  blood  iH 
least  Robespiene  vas  innocent :   his  name  has  gene  down  ifl 
posterity  aat^cXys^Qii^^^<!^'^aseKsua<iLia9m<«ne7.   Kofl 
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inthstanding  the  discrepancy  between  his  principles  and  the 
deeds  he  silently  suffered  to  be  enacted,  the  devotees  of 
Robespierre  remained  faithful  to  him  and  to  his  cause.  Several 
lacrificed  their  fortunes  and  their  connexions  to  their  attach- 
ment One  lady  «xj)iated  her  friendship  for  him  by  a  tedious 
captivity. 

Women  were,  however,  generally  dissatisfied  with  the  new 
part  given  them  in  society  by  the  revolution.  They  had 
little  anticipated  being  reduced  to  comparative  insignificance 
by  the  political  action  of  men.  Such,  however,  was  now  the 
case.  "What,"  very  justly  asked  Olympe  de  Gouges  of  the 
women  of  her  time,  "what  are  the  advantages  you  have 
derived  from  the  revolution)  Slights  and  contempts  more 
plainly  displayed."  It  was  thus ;.  women  had  lost  their  old 
influence,  and  they  had  obtained  nothing  in  return.  Fierce 
political  passions  had  arisen,  strangely  altering  national 
manners.  Elegance  and  chivalrons  respect  for  ladies  had 
vanished  with  the  old  aristocracy.  The  republican  severity 
that  the  new  rulers  of  France  wished  to  introduce  threatened 
to  cartail  still  further  female  privil^es.  Olympe  de  Gouges 
boldly  asked  for  equality  of  the  sexes  :  she  made  few  prose- 
lytes, and  was  covered  with  ridicnle. 

It  is  often  the  fate  of  a  good  cause  to  suffer  from  the 
premature  efforts  made  in  its  favour.  That  of  woman  may 
rank  among  the  rest  It  would  be  difficult  to  assert  that  the 
actual  position  of  woman  is  what  it  ought  to  be  :  she  is 
neither  wholly  independent,  nor  yet  whoUy  protected.  Political 
equality,  granted  to  her  in  remote  ages,  amidst  barbarous 
nations,  and  still  exbting  in  many  savage  tribes,  is  denied  her 
in  civilised  society.  Though  often  exposed  to  poverty  and 
want,  she  is  shut  out  from  the  wide  field  of  exertion  open  to 
man.  It  is  true  she  is  no  longer  the  mere  domestic  drudge 
she  was  once  :  she  has  risen  in  intellect  and  in  power,  and  a 
lady's-maid  is  now  more  learned  than  many  a  princess  of  yore. 
There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  women  will  not  continue 
to  progress  with  society  itsel£  If  they  do  not,  it  will  be  their 
own  fault    When  they  have  won  their  place,  the;  will  have  it 
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without  effort,  uid  by  the  natural  oowm  «l  ercnta  Oiysijx 
du  Gouges  and  her  partmiLs  were  ioo  impatisnt ;  Uirf  at- 
tempted to  ieize  at  once  on  thai,  which  time  alooe  cimid  Ic 
Btow  :  tbcy  sought,  more  Lmprudently  stiU,  to  iettle  liow  llw 
great  chnngc  shoald  take  place,  and  to  give  lowi  to  fiitorit;, 
If  there  is  one  folly  beyond  all  others  in  legialatois,  refonwm, 
and  thconsts,  it  is  the  attempt  to  &8ten  their  oirn  idea*  nf 
trath  and  right  on  their  descendanta.  The  leading;  priiiri)ik, 
when  it  happens  to  be  a  true  one,  posterity  genenilly  ret«iiu ; 
but  the  fonu  according  to  which  that  piinciple  is  pratnaJ^ted 
it  seldom  or  never  adopts,  becanse  it  ia  the  form  of  a  post  »^ 
uttjsuited  to  present  wisdom.  Putting  it  aside,  with  a  IdadJy 
smile  at  bygone  presumption,  poaterity  jtut  choosea  a  piA  tt 
its  own. 

Such  were  a  few  amongst  the  reasons  whidi  caused  the 
£ulure  of  Oljtnt^e  do  Gouges.  Had  she  been  more  gifted,  dw 
might  have  thrown  a  greater  charm  over  her  cause  ;  she  «mH 
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over  the  gloomy  past.  The  share  which  Madame  Tallien  liad 
had  in  the  fall  of  Robespierre  was  soon  known  and  magnified  : 
the  enthusiasm  felt  for  her  displayed  itself  in  the  theatres, 
where  she  frequently  appeared,  by  loud  bursts  of  applause.  She 
became  the  queen  of  Paris,  and  ruled  gracefully  over  the  most 
promiscuous  society  France  had  yet  witnessed.  Men  of  the 
lowest  class,  enriched  by  lucky  speculations,  rose  into  sudden 
importance;  fervent  royalists,  who  had  vanished  whilst  the 
guillotine  held  sway,  now  suddenly  came  forth,  as  if  from 
underground.  A  good  citizen  had  a  valuable  cook,  an  amnesty 
la  proclaimed,  and  he  suddenly  discovers  that  he  has  been  at- 
tended by  a  marchioness  in  disguise,  who,  to  his  infinite  regret, 
now  gives  him  warning ;  ladies  who  had  turned  shepherdesses 
for  safety's  soke,  fearful  lest  they  should  bo  detected  by  the 
whiteness  of  their  hands,  resume  their  rank  and  aristocratic 
tone  :  disdaining  not,  however,  to  seek  for  influence  through 
republican  representatives  of  the  people,  who  show  themselves 
nothing  loath  to  bo  sued  by  handsome  ci-devant».  The  grave 
old  hotels  of  the  Faubourg  Saint-Qermain  slowly  begin  to  fill; 
finance  reigns  in  the  Chau8s6e  d'Antin.  The  dead  of  the 
Reign  of  Terror  are  scarcely  cold  in  their  unanointed  graves, 
when  their  friends  give  balls,  at  which  none  but  near  relatives 
of  victims  can  dance.  These  "  bals  des  victimes"  have  great 
success.  The  poor  are  starving,  but  the  theatres  thrive,  and 
gaming-tables  are  crowded  in  rich  saloons.  Society  is  so  im- 
perfectly re-established,  that  no  private  balls  are  given :  they 
are  all  public,  and  to  these  even  the  most  exclusive  must  go. 
Divorce  has  become  frequent  and  easy.  Women  change 
their  names  with  wonderful  rapidity  :  attired  in  a  voluptuous 
Grecian  costume,  with  a  red  shawl,  fashionable  since  the  red 
chemise  of  Charlotte  Corday,  and  hair  cropped  close  "  a  la 
sacrifice,"  they  throng  the  gardens  of  the  Tuileries.  A  freedom 
ond  familiarity  of  manner,  unknown  to  the  old  rdgime,  mark 
this  new  world  :  the  language  itself  is  altered :  the  ear  has 
become  two  much  accustomed  to  the  style  of  the  Halles. 
Licence  is  as  strong  as  of  old,  but  it  is  far  more  gross  and 
offensive  :  profligate  books  abound.     The  Kvobitvaniu^  fe,H<«. 
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liiis  snbeiflcd  :  blood  b  no  longer  shed,  bat  cormptioB  pe^ 
viula  :  the  nation  has  not  benefited  macb  bj  the  cbange 

It  18  ovei  thia  world  tbe  beautiful  Madame  TtUieii  ni^ 
She  ia  idolised  by  the  young  men,  with  hair  plaito),  ind 
turned  up  ^  U  ^ictlme,  green  cnvat,  and  crape  boand  nmnd 
the  tarn,  whn,  with  stout  sticks  in  their  hands,  fill  the  FUiii 
lioyal.  Bulging  the  "  Kerdl  du  Pouple  :"  these  pass  by  tht  mi- 
<ius  names  of  Mcrveilleux,  Incroyables,  Muscadins,  or  JcttUMi 
Dorfe  of  Fr^ron.  Fr€ron,  once  the  moat  timgaioazj  of 
Terrorists,  is  now  suddenly  transformed  into  a  Tehement  n- 
Action&iy ;  the  mission  of  this  "  golden  youth "  is  to  insilt 
and  oppress  every  gloomy-looking  Terrorist  he  nwy  meet  b 
the  Btreet.  Thus  the  victims  of  tyranny  understand  freedtm 
when  their  turn  is  cnnie.  Hidden  partisans  of  the  OinmdiBfc) 
ci  >me  forward  every  day  :  Louvet,  now  married  to  his  LodiHiki, 
reappears  in  the  ConventioD  ;  but  it  is  Talliea  and  the  Tbei- 
midoriens  who  reign  supreme.     The  old  conTentionalists  who 
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young  men  formed  nnder  her  auspices  and  those  of  her 
friend  Josephine  de  Beanhamais.  This  army  of  Mascadins 
amounted  to  two  or  three  thousand  ;  the  young  men  who  re- 
fused to  join  it  were  inevitably  disgraced  with  all  tlie  women. 
Their  exploits  were  at  first  confined  to  the  breaking  of  Marafs 
busts  in  the  public  places ;  increasing  in  boldness,  they  com- 
pelled the  Jacobins  to  disperse,  and  shut  up  their  famous 
club.  The  keys  were  brought  to  Madame  Tallien,  who,  shew- 
ing them  in  triumph  to  her  friends,  laughingly  said,  "  You  see 
it  was  not  so  difficult." 

The  generous  and  humane  influence  of  Madame  Tallien 
prevented  the  Parisian  reaction  from  taking  a  sanguinary 
form ;  but  in  the  provinces,  where  her  power  did  not  extend, 
it  assumed  an  aspect  almost  as  revolting  as  that  of  the  Reign 
of  Terror.  Terrorists  were  daily  assassinated  in  the  streets 
of  Lyons :  seventy  prisoners  were  in  one  day  massacred  or 
burned  in  their  prison  :  eighty  perished  at  Marseilles.  Simi- 
lar scenes  disgraced  almost  every  town  wliich  had  suffered 
under  tlie  previous  t3rranny.  Societies  known  as  the  "  Children 
of  the  Sun,"  or  "  Companies  of  Jesus,"  were  oiganised  through- 
out the  south,  for  the  purpose  of  plundering  and  killing  the 
foes  before  whom  all  had  cowered  in  the  days  of  their  power. 

As  events  progressed,  the  influence  and  popularity  of 
Madame  Tallien  somewhat  subsided.  Tallien,  leaving  her  in 
Paris,  proceeded  to  Brittany,  and  distinguished  himself  by  his 
cruelty  in  the  tragedy  of  Quiberon.  "  Oh,  why  was  I  not  there ! " 
exclaimed  Madame  Tallien,  in  despair  at  what  her  husband 
had  done  :  she  felt  and  knew  that  Tallien,  harsh  as  he  was, 
could  never  have  resisted  her  entreaties. 

The  revolution  was  then  in  the  last  convulsions  of  its  brief 
existence.  Royalist  conspiracies  and  ultra-democratic  move- 
ments marked  the  last  years  of  its  being ;  the  government 
became  weak  and  corrupt :  its  vigour  and  earnestness  seemed 
gone  with  the  Jacobins.  Whatever  may  have  been  their 
errors  or  their  crimes,  they  were,  at  least,  the  men  of  the 
revolution.  When  they  disappear  from  the  scene,  events 
seem  to  become  insignificant  and  degraded,  like  the  men  at 
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tlie  bead  of  affairs,  until  Bonaparte  appeiira  hi  opea  Ui« 
tory  of  a,  new  era.     Banus,  voluptuoiia,  iitsolest,  and  dt.»\-< 
one  of  the  five  directoTS  ■who,  sioce  1793,  gir\  .n«u,  i 

held  a  sort  of  court  in  the  Laxembourg ;  mi-  t>.tur, 

Lar^vcUlere  L€p«iiuz,  attempted  to  establish  a  deistic  &itb, 
called  TheophiLinthropia,  of  which  the  principal  obsemuKa 
were  offerings  of  flowers  to  the  Divinity  ;  s  lliird  ditccUT, 
Ncufcljttteau,  presided,  with  hi»  wife,  over  a  littlo  literary 
drcl&  The  few  individuals  who  remained  of  the  old  iiudrty_ 
looked  on  this  new  state  of  things  with  di«giut.  £v«n  ilici 
were  not  whut  they  once  liod  been.  Old  Madaae 
liers,  atlLi'ed  in  fashions  thirty  yean  old,  gatbi-i 
literary  friends  around  her,  and  ffixe  two  dionecs  a  ' 
one  to  her  profane  acquaintances,  and  the  otlier  to  her  eat- 
fe«9or — in  a  close  room  filled  with  flowers  and  eaamcta,  by 
which  the  guests  were  almost  stifled.  These  little  abctuditka, 
joined  to  others  not  mentioned  here,  left  the  nativo  goodacM 
of  ber  heart  undisturbed.  It  was  discovered  at  her  dalh 
that  she  maintained  no  less  ^an  thirty-four  families  of  Vtr- 
sailles. 

The  only  woman  who  could  in  reality  represent  the  eJo- 
gance  and  good-breeding  of  the  past,  united  to  the  daiiag 
genius  of  tlte  new  era,  was  Ittadamc  do  tjtael.  As  soon  as 
events  permitted  her.  she  left  Coppel ;  where,  daring  tlj« 
whole  time  of  the  Reign  of  Tern.ir,  she  only  wrote  one  irprk : 
an  eloquent  and  unavailiug  defence  of  Marie  .\ 
She  came  to  Pnr'i»,  and  entered  with  ardour  into  the  [".'iu:i.il] 
contests  of  the  tiinc&  Her  saloon  was  thronged  by 
eminent  men  of  every  partj ;  two  men  partly  owiil  tiics 
elevation  to  hor  influence  :  TallejTand  and  Bei^amin 
stant.  The  ambition  of  Madame  de  Staiil  was  worthj 
her  generuuB  character.  She  wished  to  cuiiaulidato  the  nftii 
Ucan  government  by  conciliating  Uie  parties  at  vt^maeB,  i 
inducing  theta  to  act  in  concert.  In  this  voiaanly  task  < 
unhappily  faik-A  Tlio  royalists  woidd  yield  oont  (A  the 
ho]>e8  for  the  future  v  xVit  ieYi\)V\cOT\a  waaTwcd  to  profn 
least  repenUncfe  lor  \li«  Tf*a,l.  v  ^^  iSi«KX«»  iMisaai!«^  ■ 
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the  30-callod  moderates  shewed  themselves  as  irreconcilable 
as  the  rest  Whilst  all  parties  thus  persisted  iu  their 
obstinacy  Bonaparte  stepped  forward,  seized  on  the  powen 
and  crushed  them,  and  the  freedom  which  they  had  pur- 
chased with  years  of  blood,  but  knew  not  how  to  preserve  or 
defend. 

Next  to  intellectual  and  independent  men,  Bonaparte 
detested  intellectual  and  independent  women.  He  liked 
talent,  but  only  such  talent  as  he  could  control  Madame  de 
StaSl  soon  became  odious  to  him.  He  especially  resented  the 
freedom  of  discussion,  which  she  loved  herself,  and  en- 
couraged in  all  those  who  came  near  her.  He  wanted  to 
consider  literature  and  art  as  abstract  principles,  and  felt 
irritated  to  perceive  their  close  connexion  with  every  question 
of  the  day.  The  attempt  he  made  to  silence  Madame  de 
Stael  shews  how  imperfectly  Napoleon  understood  her  high 
and  independent  character.  "What  does  she  want)"  he 
impatiently  observed  to  one  of  her  friends ;  "  will  she  have 
the  two  millions  the  state  owes  to  her  father t"  "The  ques- 
tion is  not,  what  I  want,"  said  Madame  de  Stael,  when  this 
was  repeated  to  her,  "but  what  I  think."  Their  mutual 
enmity  soon  rose  higL  Napoleon  compelled  Madame  de 
StaSl  to  leave  Paris  and  Parisian  society,  which  she  idolised ; 
but  he  could  not  subdue  her  spirit ;  and  in  that  long,  and  for 
him  disgraceful  struggle,  it  was  still  the  woman  who  triumphed. 
In  the  courts  and  select  society  of  every  land  of  her  exile 
Madame  de  StaSl  carried  her  resentment  with  her.  Every- 
where she  eloquently  declaimed  against  the  despotism  of 
Napoleon,  or  mercilessly  ridiculed  the  theatrical  pageantry  of 
his  court.  There  were  few  important  epochs  in  his  reign, 
when  the  emperor  was  not  made  to  feel  the  power  and 
sarcasms  of  the  woman  of  genius  whom  he  had  so  unjustly 
and  imprudently  contemned. 

With  this  woman,  the  greatest  and  most  gifted  in  intellect 
her  sex  has  yet  produced,  closed  the  social  and  political  power 
of  women  in  France  during  the  eighteenth  century.  Let  us 
look  back  and  see  the  part  they  enacted.  daxv[\^  ^Wi>  %^^> 
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luenioralile  age,  Madiiiiie  du  Mauoe  and  the  Ccllaman 
spiracy,  voluptuous  Madame  de  la  Vemie,  and  iutrigiun^  Ma 
(Iftme  de  Tenciii,  reappear  before  ua  witli  the  prafiu^fa:  daj« 
of  the  ngcncy :  they  add  to  its  deep  ooimptioD :  wliilM> 
chastened  by  peniWtice,  sorrowful  Uademoiaelle  Altai  dw^ 
BilcQtly  asserting,  though  ahe  knows  it  not,  the  undjring 
strength  of  woman's  faith  and  parity.  The  wune  of  leanad 
.Af  adtime  dn  Chatelet  remaina  associated  with  that  uT  Vultain 
anil  his  cold  philosopby,  Madame  de  la  Popeliniire,  pmetbd 
and  elegsnt  aa  she  is,  is  only  tha  protectress  of  that  d^naled 
art  which  aoits  a  degraded  iige,  when  four  ststers  bccaiM  the 
toistresaes  of  a  kliig.  Tlie  haugtity  £ivoDrit«,  Madaao*  da 
Pompadour,  has  no  power  beynnd  thiit  jxilitical  {lower  she 
wrings  from  Ler  lover.  The  phJJosopijic  Madatno  d'Episay ; 
iLv  good-natured  Madame  Qeoffrin  ;  M^^ft'n"  du  Dc&od, 
Mllish,  caustic,  and  ennay£e ;  and  impaasiooed  MadnniaeSa 
Jjcspinasse,  with  so  much  that  ij  generous  and  trne  in  W 
erring  natuiie,  rule  society  under  Louis  XT.  The  abaadened 
old  king  dies ;  Looia  X\'I.,  young,  pure,  anil  weak,  i 
the  throne  to  reap  the  thorns  hia  grand&ther  baa 
Women  still  govern  society :  Marie  Antoinette,  the  gay  i 
imprudent  queen,  tlie  eJever  and  supple  Madame  de 
Madame  Necker,  sedate  and  graTe,  have  their  day.  But  I 
emjTty  world  is  passing  fast  away.  The  storm  which  hm 
gathered  through  centuries  breaks  fortk  In  that  nevovK 
t('-<jt,  de.'itiiied  to  ruin  her  jxtwer,  woman  still  takes  an  Mttta 
part.  She  rules  parties,  defends  a  mouarchy  with  Ma 
Antoinette,  or  founds  a  republic  with  ^(adamc  Roland. 
behold  her  avenging  outraged  humanity  under  the  form 
lliarlotte  CorJay ;  teaching  men  hiiw  to  suQer  and  die  in 
erj'  prison  and  on  every  scaffold ;  overthrowing  the  whale, 
fabric  of  tyranny  with  the  generous  Madame  Tallien, 
defending  the  freedom  of  thought  with  the  giAed  danghtcr  t 
Neckc. 

Profligacy,   scepticism,   daring  wit,  slmgglce  of  moo 
and  people,  texrot  ani  t«MA\oftt, -ww&l  indeed  hate  eia* 
yfiihoixi  her-,  Wt  t^ies  f^fixiiA  w<A\vMft\i«ni-«»\a».  "^be^-o** 


now  in  the  hagttrr  et  that  ace.  had  wmut  rcfluiwd  iiiMliT>F 
Mid  aput.  If  iiw  cbd  Bot  do  ncav  pwd,  kt  it  be  rearxm- 
bered  that  her  povcr  «a*  ocaidiTioiial :  it  ««»  ocinfinod  vithin 
fixed  bnita.  and  anbauasT*  to  that  qaiit  cl  the  tames  vhich 
both  men  and  vxMnen  obeved.  Yet  it  i>  sad  to  reflect  hov 
mnch  that  ooold  hare  been  efiectod  ««« left  imdoiMi  Morals 
migfat  hare  be«a  preaerred  moiv  pore,  and  thor  poritr  ia 
vomaa's  own  peculiar  care ;  fiuth  need  Dot  hare  blitn  ao 
low :  •  vfiiiit  of  charity  and  peace  might  have  been  diffbsed 
instead  of  one  of  IntterDeas  and  strife^  The  pasg»onat<  im- 
pulse vhich  predfiitated  France  in  her  career  vaa  partly 
owing  to  women :  had  they  tempered  instead  of  accelerated 
the  ferer  of  the  day,  ao  many  dark  and  moaraiiil  pages  need 
not  have  been  foond  in  the  histoiy  of  thdr  ooontiy.  As  it 
was,  their  part  was  still  great  and  striking.  They  gave  more 
grace  to  wit,  more  daring  to  philoaophy,  more  generoaty  to 
political  contests,  and  more  heroism  to  defeat  and  death. 
For  those  who  know  how  to  look  beyond  the  mere  sar£M«  of 
history,  the  action  of  woman  in  France  daring  the  eighteenth 
centnry  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  She  appears  in  that  age 
— the  most  remarkable  since  that  of  the  Reformation — con- 
nected with  every  important  question.  We  behold  her  giving 
a  stronger  impulse  to  literature,  aiding  the  development  of 
philosophy  and  thought ;  and,  like  man,  earnestly  seeking, 
throng  all  the  mists  and  errors  of  human  knowledge,  to 
solve  the  great  social  and  political  problems  which  still 
agitate  as  in  our  day  :  the  legacy  of  the  past  to  the  future. 


THE  EXIX 
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